
Are humans 
estranged in 

essence?

If not, why 
are there so 

many 
conflicts?

Can we 
overcome 

estrangement 
through 
reason?

Is religion 
needed to 
overcome 

estrangement
?

Should all 
peoples be 
united in a 

single global 
society?

Should all 
class 

distinctions 
be abolished?

Hobbes YES

Aristotle NO NO

Augustine NO
ORIGINAL 

SIN

Rousseau
NO 

ESSENCE
SOCIETY NO

Plato YES YES NO

Burke NO YES NO

Humanism NO

Christianity YES YES

Hegel NO

Marx YES YES

Liberalism YES & NO
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Are humans unequal 
in essence?

If some humans are 
essentially superior, 
how can we know?

Aristotle YES

Plato YES

Christianity NO

Nietzsche YES

Locke NO

Hobbes NO
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