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The mainstream theories 
1. Development means the ability of a nation to produce an adequate supply of goods and services productively and efficiently, to accumulate capital, and to distribute the final products in a equitable manner. 
2. Development is about the betterment of human kind through the alleviation of poverty and the realization of human potential 
3. Development consists of a set of practices, which requires for the reproduction of society, the general transformation and destruction of the natural environment and social relations. The aim is to increase the production of goods and services geared, by way of exchange, to effective demand. 
· the early postwar era in development studies was associated with a strong sense of enthusiasm and optimism for the future
· it was thought that Third World problems could be rationally assessed and technically managed with the aid of Western guidance. 
Socialist Approach
4. Socialism seeks to redistribute wealth and to ensure that the means of production are at the service of the whole of society, so that all can benefit and none will go without.
Industrialization (The Third World perspective)
5. Replace agricultural life with industrialization and urbanization 
Independence (The South Perspectives)
6. Development through independent without intervention and imperialism
Amartya Sen’s Capability Approach 
Freedom to achieve well-being is in terms of enlarging people’s capabilities – their potential functioning
Focuses on the real opportunities that people have for leading a valuable life, that is, on their capabilities to undertake activities 
Julius Nyerere and the South Commission 
Development is a process which enables human beings to realize their potential, build self-confidence, and lead lives of dignity and fulfillment
Development is a process which frees people from free of want and exploitation 
Human Development
The basic objective is to enlarge the range of people’s choice to make development more democratic and participatory
development means increased standards of living, which are best measured via economic statistics such GDP per capita, which may or may not reflect growth in the manufacturing and services sector of the economy
not the mere help
different from economic growth
multidimensional
associated with democracy, freedom and social transformation
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Historical Capitalism: Adam Smith 
Economic growth depends on the increase in the output, Population growth, Land growth, Investment, Increased productivity 
Historical Socialism: Karl Marx
Economic growth through controlling the means of production 
A society characterized by the centralized government (Communism)
Harry Truman’s Four Point Speech (1949)
1) continue to give support to the UN and related agencies to search for ways to strengthen their authority and increase their effectiveness
2) continue programs for world economic recovery
3) strengthen freedom-loving nations against the dangers of invasion and terrorism
4) embark on a bold new program for making the benefits of scientific advances and industrial progress available for the improvement and growth of underdeveloped areas
Walt Rostow’s Stages of Economic Growth (1960)
Traditional Society: a subsistent , agricultural based economy, with intensive labor and low levels of trading, and a population that does not have a scientific perspective on the world and technology
Preconditions to Take-off: a society begins to develop manufacturing, and a more national/international
Take-off: a short period of intensive growth, in which industrialization begins to occur, and workers and institutions become concentrated around a new industry
Drive to maturity: this stage takes place over a long period of time, as standard of living rise, use of technology increases, and the national economy grows and diversifies 
Age of High mass consumption: economy flourishes in a capitalist system, characterized by mass production and consumerism 
Criticism:  
Western capitalist system is not the only path towards development
Not all countries develop in such a linear fashion
Assumes that all countries have a desire to develop in the same way
Disregards geographical principals (Singapore has one of the world’s busiest trading ports but this would not be possible for an island nation like Indonesia and Malaysia)
Assumes that all countries have an equal chance to develop
Disregards the political and cultural position
One size for all
Modern/traditional dichotomy
Dependency Theory (1960s)
International division of labour: The periphery countries serve the interest of the core countries 
Class distinction: The rich sector such as the political and economical elites of the countries around the world all corporate with one another to ensure that they maintain the system  
Global capitalism: The liberal economic dominates theory of trade and finance which all serve the interest of the core countries. In addition, multinational corporations, banks, and instrument of rich people in the core countries, institutions (World Bank, IMF) all serve the interests of the rich countries and the richest people of the world. Even the education system and the global media also serve the most powerful countries in the world. 
The dependency theory does not promote development or equate opportunity. The system prevents development resulting underdeveloped countries. 
The Interdependent World 
NAFTA – Canada and US
EU – Western Europe 
EAC – Japan, South Korea, Taiwan and China
1970s New International Economic Order (NIEO)
The problems of development lies in global interdependence. 
Third world countries depends on developed countries for aid, private investment, technology and trade. 
The North depends on the Third World markets, its natural resources, and low wages
A restructuring of the interdependent relation between the developed North and under developed South is necessary 
The NIEO is essentially a 18 clause document that seeks certain changes in the international system that would allow less-developed countries opportunity to build their way out of the never-ending cycle of poverty
Price supports for developing country commodity exports 
Auto adjustment of developing country export prices lining up with prices of developed countries’ manufactured exports
Reach the target of 0.7% GNP of the developed countries
Development aid with the IMF
Negotiated arrangement of some developed countries’ industries to the developing countries
Lowering tariffs on exports from developing countries
Development of international food program
Separate transfer of technology to developing countries from direct capital investment 
ILO’s Basic Needs Development Strategy (1970s)
Sufficient nutrition food
Adequate shelter
Decent clothing
Protection against disease
Elementary education 
Importance of justice and eradication of poverty
Criticism 
Capitalist-based
Development is restricted to the economic dimensions
States are the engine of development 
Development is understood in terms of foreign aid program 
Imperialistic nature of international system is ignored
Human Development (1970s-1980s)
Amartya Sen 
enlarging people’s choices and enhancing human capabilities and freedoms, enabling them to: live a long and healthy life, have access to knowledge and a decent standard of living, and participate in the life of their community and decisions affecting their lives
evolve over time and vary both across and within countries.
Social progress - greater access to knowledge, better nutrition and health services. 
Economics – the importance of economic growth as a means to reduce inequality and improve levels of human development. 
Efficiency - in terms of resource use and availability. Human development is pro-growth and productivity as long as such growth directly benefits the poor, women and other marginalized groups. 
Equity - in terms of economic growth and other human development parameters. 
Participation and freedom - particularly empowerment, democratic governance, gender equality, civil and political rights, and cultural liberty, particularly for marginalized groups 
Sustainability - for future generations in ecological, economic and social terms. 
Human security - security in daily life against such chronic threats as hunger and abrupt disruptions including joblessness, famine, conflict, etc.
Human Development Index
Three dimensions + Four indicators 
Health (Life expectancy at birth)
Education (Mean years of schooling + Expected years of schooling) 
Living standard (GNI per capita)
Poverty Eradication 
Empowering the poor, focusing on women and their tremendous potential
Ending discrimination against women and girls by promoting gender equality
Increasing productive employment 
Reducing the proportion of chronic hunger and malnutrition
Sufficient supply of safe water and environmental protection  
Implementing comprehensive health programs of preventive medicine (immunization and control of communicable diseases)
Implementing basic education, secondary and higher education, vocational training, and skill acquisition throughout life 
More social investments by government and less military expenditure
Preserving social cohesion and promoting social stability, especially through democracy, the rule of law and the respect of human rights and fundamental freedom
Global alliance must be forged by the entire international community
Weakness: interventionism 
Neoliberalism 
Imposed by IMF, the World bank and Inter-American Development Bank
The Rule of the Market
Liberating “free” enterprise/private enterprise from any bonds imposed by the government 
Greater openness to international trade and investment (NAFTA)
Reduce wages by de-unionizing workers and eliminating workers’ rights 
No more price controls 
Total freedom of movement for capital, goods and services 
“an unregulated market is the best way to increase economic growth, which will ultimately benefit everyone” (supply-side & trickle-down)
Cutting public expenditure for social services
Reducing the safe-net for the poor and physical infrastructure, health and education
Deregulation 
Reduce government regulation of everything that could diminish profits (environmental safety)
Privatization 
Sell state-owned enterprises, goods and services to private investors
Concentrate wealth more in a few hands and making public pay more for its needs
Eliminating the concept to “public good” 
“individual responsibility”
pressure the poorest people in a society to find solutions to their lack of health care, education and social security all by themselves 
John Williamson’s Washington Consensus (1989)
Keep competitive exchange rates within the country
Liberalize foreign investment opportunities 
Privatize enterprises run by the state
Giving strong legal guarantees for property rights
Let interest rates be handled by the market 
Move spending away from subsidies and towards direct investment in infrastructure, health care, and education
Reform the tax system to a broader tax base 
Have strong fiscal responsibility 
Liberalize trade by remove or lessen restrictions on imports and tariffs

Millennium Development Goals (UNDP)
Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 
Achieve universal primary education 
Promote gender equality and empower women 
Reduce child mortality 
Improve maternal health 
Fight HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases 
Ensure environmental sustainability 
Develop a global partnership development 
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Globalization 
The term globality signifies a social condition characterized by tight global economic, political culture and environmental interconnections that make most of the currently existing borders and boundaries irrelevant 
The demise of traditional state is fundamental transformation in social relations
“the intensification of worldwide social relations which links distant localities in such a way that local happenings are shaped by events occurring many miles away and vice versa” (Anthony Gidden, 1990)
Intensification of world wide social relations:
the demise of traditional state
move away form local levels to global levels and vice versa
the significance of the borders is eroding
Deterritorialization 
Raise global consciousness
“we are slowly leaving behind the condition of modern nationality, emergence of postmodern globality, we have not yet reached”
Glocalizaiton 
In a global market, a product/ service is more likely to succeed when it is customized for the locality or culture in which it is sold
International fast food chain McDonalds demonstrates the concept of glocalization by changing their menus to appeal to local customs
In India, a country in which the cow is sacred, the menu features McVeggie instead of hamburgers
In Singapore, customers can order a Chicken SingaPorridge
In HK, some Seaweed Shake Shake fries
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