SOC 1101 B – September 26th


Experimental Method:

Purpose: the purpose of the experimental method is to test of an hypothesis

Definition of terms:

Hypothesis  it’s a cause statements between two or more variables, it is not a guess of the outcome, but in the case of an EM it is stated in plausible term
	Ex: election time  we might hypothesis that women may vote liberal and NDP whereas men in Canada would vote conservative rather than NDP. There is a relationship between ones gender between one was raised feminine or masculine. 

Independent Variable  the cause variable, gender would be the independent variable whereas the party would be the dependent variable. 

Dependent variable  within your universe, there will always be a independent and dependent variable.  When you do the experiment, you want to identify all the other factors to determine the constant 

Extraneous variable (controlled)  variables that may affect outcomes but are outside the casual relationship, you want to hold the other variables constant 
	 not often used because:
			1.  in a real situation what is called the “feel”, it is typically not possible to control the independent variable 
			2.  it is not possible to hold constant the other factors and other variables that effect the outcome

Positive correlation  the dependent and independent variables are moving in the same direction, so if there’s an increase the independent variable, there is an increase in a dependent variable. 

Negative correlation  vice versa of positive correlation


Survey Methods:
The term survey refers to the research method where large numbers of surveys are made.

Purpose: 
 to test hypothesis
 to statistically describe a population, ex : I may collect an observation of uni students, and on the basis of that large # I will describe the statistical terms ( average age, average income, religion)


Sample:
 tend to be very large, or tend towards being large
ideally random in nature, we make distinction between random and non random sample.

A random sample is when everyone in the population in the sample has the exact same chances of being chosen

A non-random sample is the opposite. 

The method of the questionnaire, and method of the interview

Standardized Questions:

 the question is made up in advance
 you decided on the question in advance
 every respondent is asked the exactly same question, using the exactly some words, in the exact same order. 

Closed ended questions:
 not that it is a simple and short question, but that you provide your respondent with a limited amount of categories. 

Open ended questions:
 asking a question, and being able to answer it any way you want.

Problems with closed ended questions:
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