Chapter 1 Politics and the State
The Sovereign State
-central concept in the study of politics
-Jean Bodin (1529-26): sovereignty is “the most high, absolute and perpetual power over the		 citizens and subjects in a Commonwealth” 
-Sovereign state model emerges in Europe 15th and 16th centuries
-replaces feudal structures in which authority is divided between the aristocracy (including the	kings, princes, and lords), the guild, and the Roman Catholic Church
-state as highest form of authority in a given territory
Theoretically above challenge both internally (domestically) and externally (internationally)
-most countries now make use of the sovereign state model
Q: but how useful is the concept of sovereignty in today’s world?
Q: what about failed states?

A Typology of the State
-states can be categorized based on how much the intervene in society and the economy

Night-watchman state
-sees the role of the state as minimal
-typically restricted to the provision of security and property rights
-favoured by both classical liberals and New Right thinkers
-minimization of state interference to maximize freedom

Developmental State
- government and private business partner together to concentrate on rapid economic growth, or on greater social and economic equality through growth
-prevalent in East Asia following WW2

-states can also be classified according to how subject the leaders are to the will of the people

Liberal Democracy
-free and fair elections, universal suffrage, personal liberty, and the protection of individual rights
Ex. Canada, USA, India

Illiberal Democracy
-elections are held, but little protection for rights or liberties
-opposition parties are at a distinct disadvantage due to state control of media outlets
Ex. Russia, Malaysia

Authoritarian State
-absence of fair elections; rulers generally unaccountable to the citizens; can be centred on an individual, family, military, or ruling party
-up to 1/3 of the world’s population lives in an authoritarian state
Ex. China, Saudi Arabia

Totalitarian State
-extreme form of interventionist state
-absence of public/private distinction; repression of civil society
-totally control exercised through police and other forms of state violence
-first emerges in the 20th century along with the rise of mass communications technology (radio, TV) as a means for dissemination of propaganda
Ex. Nazi Ggermany, Stalinist USSR, Maoist China

Theories of the States
Pluralism
-Classical Pluralism, Dahl (1963)
-society is made up of many competing groups
-what governments do reflects the balance of power of those groups
-no one group is predominant
Interest Groups
-organization for defence or promotion of an interest or cause
2 types:
1. sectional groups protect the interests of their members
2. cause groups promote a particular group or ideal
Pluralist Fragmentation of Power
-different groups prevail in different issue areas
-not all groups are equally influential in all areas
-group competition works to keep influence in check

Elite Pluralism
-argues that interest groups are themselves under the control of elites 
-politics may be hierarchical but there’s no single homogenous elite group

Corporatism
-calls for coordination between the state, industry and trade groups to achieve economic interests
-fascist Italy, Spain, Portugal and Greece in the early 20th century

Neo-Corporatism
-incorporation of economic interests into decision-making process
-unlike pluralism, it doesn’t see all groups as having an equal opportunity to be heard
-special attention paid to economic elites

Elitism
-argues that all societies are led by a unified self-conscious elite
-“Iron law of oligarchy” > all complex organizations will come under the direction of a dominant group
-elites can be economic, military, administrative, or religious

Marxism
-the state is always controlled by its economic elite
-classes are based on material status; on who has what
-capitalism has 2 classes, the bourgeoisie (owners) and the proletariat (workers)
-makes note of the presence of elitist rule in pre-communist societies
-emancipation is not possible through state reform, but requires revolution
-revolution as a means for doing away with the hierarchical societies that elitists see as inevitable

The New Right
-advocated by liberal free-market thinkers
-argues that the state tends to overstep its bounds for 2 reasons:
Overpromising of benefits to secure votes
Expansion of state bureaucracy for its own benefit

The New Right vs. Pluralism
-New Right thinkers see pluralists as wrong on 2 counts
	1) the state is not neutral, but serves its own interest
	2) competing interest do not produce equilibrium but results in legislative paralysis

Empirical Dimensions of the State
-each of the approaches can be challenged on empirical grounds
Q: how well do they reflect the reality of any given political system?

How Should the State be Organized?
-Pluralism can be seen as overemphasizing difference in society and undervaluing public interest
-Elitists pluralism can be seen as dismissing the importance of participation
-elitism makes an empirical claim (elites rule) that is easily confused with normative one (elites ought to rule)

Social Contract Theory
-origins in 17th century liberal thinkers such as Hobbes, Locke and Rousseau
-individuals comes together to decide what kind of society they will live in
-begins with “state of nature” argument that imagines life without the state

Human Nature
-different social contract thinkers have different views of human nature
-Hobbies is more pessimistic than Locke
-Hobbes sees the state as requiring an all powerful sovereign, necessary for the provision of security
-Locke sees the state as a protector or natural rights

Feminist Critiques of Social Contract Theory
-Wollstonecroft argues that liberty is impossible without equality
-women do not receive the same treatment as men in the society, and have less protection under the law than men do
-Tickne argues that the view of human nature taken by Hobbes, Locke and Rousseau is very narrow and male-centric
-cooperation downplayed in favour of competition

Utilitarianism
-associated with Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832)
-state strives to provide the greatest happiness for the greatest number
-requires state accountability to citizens as it promotes collective goals
-can be criticized for ignoring minority rights
Liberalism
-calls for neutral, pluralist state
-understands the individual as free-formed or asocial

Communitarianism
-sees the state as uniting the society around a common set of values
-understands individuals to be the product of the social and historical context in which they emerge

The General Will
-emphasised by thinkers such as Rousseau and Hegel
-state is judged by how well it upholds the non-selfish will of its people
-importance of overcoming the particular will of the individual, the family, and the civil society for the benefit of all

The Future of the State
Q: with the rise of globalization, does the state still matter?
-empirically, states are no longer as economically powerful as they once were
-borders are more porous and the authority of states more open to challenge in a variety of areas
-some see the beginnings of a global citizenship

Critiques of Marxism
-Marxism sees the state as an obstacle to human freedom that must be overcome
-other sees this as overly optimistic or utopian
-to remove economics as a ground for conflict leaves a range of others such as religion, culture, or language
-to impose equality is to suppress the urge to be different from others











Politics and the State
-state: “monopoly of legitimate use of physical force in enforcing its order within a given territorial area” Weber
-sovereignty: supreme power/authority. Highest form of authority in a particular territory
>most countries have adopted sovereign state model and only a few small communities of nomadic peoples are stateless societies
Q: how useful is the concept of sovereign state in political reality? 
-face challenges from inside and outside borders, challenges that limit its autonomy 
-legal right to rule supremely vs. actual distribution of political power

-night-watchman state: gov concentrates on ensuring external and internal security, plays little in civil society and allows economic market to operate relatively voluntarily
>primary duty is to protect individual’s rights to life, liberty and property against threat
>central to liberal thought, popular with libertarians
-libertarians believe that the state’s role should be minimal, critical of large state bureaucracies
>object large military force, especially overseas (ex. 2003 Iraq invasion)
>military force should only be used in self-defense when country is under attack
>local gov and private enterprise are most efficient providers of services
>individuals know what’s best for themselves and are capable of living their lives responsibly w/o undue interference from gov
>disapprove welfare state
-welfare state: political system in which the gov takes responsibility for the basic physical and economic well-being of ppl (ex. health care)
-developmental state: hand-on model forge strong relationships with private economic institutions to promote econ development (east asia, japan)
>towards intervention end	
-illiberal democracy: state in which elections are held but there’s little protection of rights and liberties and state control communication means that the party in power favors 
(south korea, Malaysia)
-social democracy: supposedly non-revolutionary transition from capitalism to socialism, after Russian Revolution it came to be associated with liberal democracies that adopted redistributive policies and created welfare state


