German Unification

· Prussian Military was key
· Bavaria is primarily Roman Catholic while the rest of Germany was mainly Lutheran
· The empire was formed by conservatives which was odd because this was a radical change 
· The Junker’s were the aristocrat group of Germany at this time
· Main dilemma was breaking down the trade barriers (free trade) was a very liberal idea at the time
· Bismarck was the father of the new Germany (was leader of Prussia before unification)
· ***Realpolitik*** (being realistic as a politician be a mediator between the people and your political needs)
· Bismarck did not share the view of Romanticism of the German nation
· Excludes Austria from German unification
· Prussia would have to share power with the Austrians if Austria was a part of the unity of Germany
· Austro-Prussian Was (1866)
· The North German Confederation (Zollverein) was a trade union within Germany
· The Reichstag (German Parliament)

Germany and Bismarck

· Franco-Prussian War of 1870-1871 was an embarrassment for the French
· Bismarck went into France after the war declared Germany as a new unified country and took Alsaac and Lorraine from France

Chancellor Bismarck

· Remains chancellor form 1871-1890
· Known as the “Iron Chancellor”
· Kulturkampf
· Sozialistengesetze (Socialist Laws)
· Went after schooling, Socialists, and Catholics
Post-Bismarck

· Wilhelm dismissed Bismarck
· Wilhelm wanted to renew the anti-socialist laws
· Wilhelm believed many allies of the state were agitated with Bismarck
· Bismarck’s fall was a major importance throughout Europe
· Leo von Caprivi replaced Bismarck and adopted a liberal policy but he did not last that long before being dismissed
· Foreign and defence policy was made popular by Bismarck but none of successors could not perfect it
· Russia allied with France and became a role in WWI
· 2 most powerful nations bordering Germany are now allied together
· France invested a lot of money for Russia to industrialize
· France desperately needed an ally in case of a war
· France and Russia differed where France was Democratic Republic where Russia was still an autocracy
· Caprivi tried to make an alliance with the British but Britain was in splendid isolation therefore did not want an alliance
· The royal navy was the most powerful navy therefore Britain has no use for Germany or its military
· British still wanted to test the waters 
· Britain and Germany were rivals in the world of trade
· Germany could never be an equal partner to Britain
· Germany really did not like how Britain was Liberal and capitalist
· Nationalism becomes a lot more aggressive
· Social-Darwinism: survival of the fittest within a society 
· Weltpolitik was a major issue for German foreign policy in the 19th century
· Germany felt they were no longer a major world power: expand into the South
· Wilhelm hires 2 men Bulow and Alfred von Tirpitz
· Tirpitz wanted to build a major navy that can compete with the British navy
· New foreign policy was very offensive versus Bismarck defensive policy


New Imperialism

· Began in the 1880’s
· Led Europe to carve up Africa and Asia
· Felt they were civilizing these uncivilized countries
· A strong economic motivation (could extract cheap natural resources and sell for a very high price)
· Europe controlled little of Africa before 1880
· King Leopold (1865-1909) controlled Congo and Rwanda
· *Heart of Darkness*
· Germany was a minor player in Africa

Asia

· Open to western influence since 16th century
· British East India Company – shipped tea and spices from India to Britain and then sold it back to India
· Russia expanded into Siberia, Black Sea, and Central Asia
· Russia got into conflict with the Japanese in 1905
· Decline of the Manchu dynasty in China created a larger foothold in China for the British
· President William McKinley had a major role in the US gaining power in the Philippines 
· Siberia has a large tundra and was difficult to conquer but Russia ended up taking the country
· Queen Victoria gave herself the title Empress of India because she wanted to make sure that that territory was hers

Results of New Imperialism

· Much of Asia and Africa under European colonial control
· Economic significance
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Competition for land exacerbated European rivalries
