CRM 1301 The Renaissance/Enlightenment 

Upper Middle Ages

· 1300s: Church and secular struggle for power

· Expansion of townships(more attractive lifestyle/collapse of feudal system, people move into cities (promise for a better life, only to discover more disease and sickness)

·  Merchants, traders, beggars( people start to accumulate wealth, not only the monarchy anymore 

Magna Charta (1215)( Foundation of Constitution & Parliament 

· 1642 English Civil War 

· Church trying to get involved with courts

· moral laws overseen by “Star Chamber Courts” (attacks on character, divorce)

· Jury of your peers

How is justice impacted?

· Secular Law                                                             - Hierarchy of Courts and bureaucracy 

· Deviance=Against the King’s Peace 

  - circuit judges, juries 

· Divine right of King loses favour 

  - system of taxation (people paying for own trials)

The Renaissance (1492-1700s)

· Science becomes something that is very important 

· Rediscovery of Greek Classics (384-322 BCE)

· Aristotle: logic, earth sciences, classification, dissection – back to logic and reason after the demonic period 

· As a result church loses A LOT of followers 

· Birth of Humanism: ability of the human mind 

· Time of re-thinking: mysticism to rationalism 

· Universities emerging

· Liberalism

· Dissent (reknowned for encouraging this( to challenge those in authority, idea of always looking for answers w/out political influence 

· RC loses even more power 

· Printing Press: books being printed, ideas are transferred quickly

· The BIRTH OF SCIENCE

· Radical idea: searches for answers in nature – idea was god made the body and so we should leave it that way, but people moved away from this; hope was to make man perfect through science 

· Medical ADVANCES

The Reformation 

· Martin Luther (1483-1546): had many problems, the ideas of indulgences (paying priests for admitting sins), the wealth, the idea that only priests can speak to God

· 1517( THE 95 THESES

· Castle Church, Wittenburg

· Protestant Reformation; Affirmed secular authority( divine rights of King CHALLENGED

Henry the VII (ruling from 1509-1547)

· keeps having daughters, needs a son. Boelyn Girls—asks Catherine for a divorce, but she doesn’t produce a boy either… Church will not let him get a divorce so he starts the CHURCH OF ENGLAND 

· ENGLISH REFORMATION( Church of England( answers to King, answers to the state not the other way around

· Protestant Church, Anglican Church 

Protestant Work Ethic- people are creating wealth 

· Abstinence in life= rewards in afterlife (salvation) 

· Work hard, save, moderate consumption

· Takes strain off King, keeps people in line 

Weber: critique of Work Ethics 

· Individualism w/ influence on labour and success benefits capitalism 

· Ideal labourers

· Middle class- creates a middle class, privileges those who can move up

· Poverty gets seen as an INDIVIDUAL FLAW (micro way of looking at the problem)

· He says this is an interesting frame of saying who gets defined as being responsible 

· If you say poverty = individual flaw, you are losing a lot of the big picture

HOBBES, LOCKE, ROUSSEAU

· all talk about a new way of thinking about how we buy into social order:

HOBBES: Leviathan, Human Nature (autonomy)

· Curious about the idea that we have choice to do what we want, interested in what would happen if we were dropped in a blank environment…WHAT IS THE NATURE OF BEING HUMAN???

· Social order is created by humans (they all say this)

· Social change is created by humans 

· Action motivated by??--> SELFISHNESS & DESIRE (even helping someone will be due to selfish reasons)

· Natural conflict—natural causes of conflict **Human beings without social order would be nasty, brutish, and short***

· limited material possessions- we cannot all have everything
· distrust: we cannot trust eachother, everyone is watching out for themselves 
· Glory (power)the more power you have, the more things you can take, more people want your stuff too 
· no morality: on our own we are animals, god DOES NOT come into play 
· Natural human condition: “In a state of perpetual..”

· How does this assumption translate temporarily? Translates well when we look at other cultures
· Desires and aversions 
· All humans are in a constant struggle for power, avoid violent death 
· Individual rights vs. peaceful cooperative society—taps into this tension that is not resolved, why do we maintain this order?
· Authoritarian gov is solution!! ( “Commodious living”
· tell us what the rules are but not only buy into that if we are participating in some kind of investment into that society 
· keep people invested in the system, someone will come after you or you are you 
JOHN LOCKE (1632-1704)

· Free will restricted by God; precedes society and state

· In terms of moral violation, let God deal w/ you after, state will deal w/ things not guided by God (common law)
· Right to self preservation through private property and appropriation—should be able to take care of land so that you can use it and others can benefit as well 
· DISAGREED w/ HOBBES: thought we had morality and God gave us this, not completely selfish, does NOT believe that the order in which we live should be guided by God’s law
HUMAN NATURE

· Horrible, conflict & power( god granted moral laws which prevents Hobbes’ “free for all”

· Money dodges natural law( when you bring money into the mi, as soon as there is value on things, inequalities will be the result
· Protestant Work Ethic( if god thinks you are a good person you will gain land, gain wealth. If you do not God does not want you to
· Rationality & deserving, Industriousness & unlimited money, Money leads to unequal possession of Earth 
· Trustee Relationship: 

· Govt. no rights, only responsibilities: property owners (acts in best interest) ( all laws should be made by prop. owners 
· ** Power granted to trustee by property owners NOT majority
· Govt. should be accountable to the ‘people’ (people being the property owners)
· Separation of State and Church- should be a trustee relationship—seen as a central tenant to protect the idea of man’s self advancement

· Civil liberties: health, money, land, home( should be concerned w/ maintaining civil liberties, state being seen as providing the conditions in so that we can stay healthy 
· Laws: created for the “public good” ( acts against god will be dealt w/ by god not the state 

JEAN JACQUES ROUSSEAU (1712-1778)( Social Contract (1762)

- “man is born free and everywhere he is in chains“ (Delaney)
· Agrees with previous thinkers

· PURPOSE OF A STATE: 

· Should run in accordance to people’s happiness and OPPORTUNITIES FOR HAPPINESS
· State should give these opportunities but if you don’t take them, that is your own problem 
· Maintain order 
· MOTIVATION: Self preservation 
· IDEAL SOCIETY:
· Grew in relation to good governance: a society should not expand what the govt. cannot  control (population/economy)

· Would argue that Canada has too much land and not enough people, finances cannot go out equally 

· All members of society have an equal voice (white non-property owners should have voice as well…)

· People are equal to their occupation ( everyone should be able to move around, have the same opportunities 

· NO ONE is above the law( reject individual power

· New members should not alter that state to THEIR advantage ( a lot of immigration for example)

· Preservation from conquest: should be an agreement between other ideal societies where you will not take each other’s stuff

** very idealistic, there is the assumption that society in which Rousseau lived in was more civilized class, and if a society is not evolving, they do not fall into this, you go take their stuff…

Court of High Commission- are important because they mark that tension where we see organized religion, losing hold on the criminal justice system 

Habeus Corpus Act (1679)

