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-Efforts to create “international systems”

-The emergence of a “global society”

-The relationship between the industrialized and militarily powerful “core” countries and the so called “periphery”, “Third World”, or under-developed countries
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The “Golden Age” of Globalization & Industrialization

Political/Military/Economic dominance

-Britain (hegemony)


World’s first global hegemony

-Germany

-USA

-France

These four major powers- large amount of dominance over the world

1) The golden age of globalization

-Coinciding with the beginnings of the industrial revolution

-Human experience in material terms is set off on a new tangent of experience

-Changed the human landscape

-Urbanization as a result of industrialization

-France, Germany, USA pursued and by 1900s, there was the rapid rise of these countries in respect to Britain (industrial capacity & military might), by 1914 Germany has reached the same pace as Britain. France is going at a slower pace that the other three. Germany & USA are both relatively new countries at this point, relating their power. The governments therefore invested quite a bit of money into transportation and means of communication in these new countries. The political/nation-building ideas power the large amount of growth. This stems their rapid industrial growth.

-Rapid increase in international trade, both in the amount and diversity. The largest investment is GB, meaning that its financial power is still growing, though its industrial power is being countered. 

-New technologies – steam ships, telegrams, electricity, automobiles all aid to globalization so that products can get to places quicker. Agriculture is then able to be added to trade. Most of the communication devices were also important for British merchants in the financial sector. 

-The gold standard. Gold was a universal currency. 

2) The ideology of liberalism

-Smith, Mills, Darwin

-Free trade, free flows of products & people, no duties or taxes

3) The rise of the working class

Starts in the four countries mentioned, something that never existed before. People coming from the bottom of the economic scale, living in cities and working in factories and enterprises in industrial era. It is a profound development. The political problems that are caused between the bourgeoisie and the working class/proletariat, caused by their relations. This development becomes of global significance and the problems that it creates. It gives rise to ideological battles that become absorbed and adapted in other parts of the world. 

It is linked with two changes:


a) the growth of paid wages in society


-the move to being wage earners causes this rise


b) Urbanization


-the massive movement of people from the countryside

By 1910 the total size of the working class is about 40 million factory workers, most of them being from the four aforementioned countries. 

4) Taylorism

Frederick Winslow Taylor (1856-1915)

He tries to immerse himself in the industrial sector in Philadelphia. He is somewhat of a managing consultant. He looks closely at what workers are doing and wishes to eliminate all that is not needed. He moves to eliminate inefficiencies and be more standardized. He was concerned only with the efficiency. He believed that workers would be happier being more efficient. 

Management theory + optimizing production begins to explode. He thought that his method would make workers happy, very naively so. He believed this would improve the relationship between workers and management. He believes he will alleviate this problem with the scientific principles he brings about. He makes workers a part of the machine. This would eliminate industrial disputes and political unrest. 

The Taylorist ethos of maximizing efficiency and increasing production comes about with the large amount of competition in the international market. WWI is part of this because it is an arms race between the different countries. Increasing production, enhancing economic efficiency becomes prominent feature of natural security culture. It is a pitiless contest to exhaustion for many countries during WWI. 

The idea of maximizing economic output feeds into the large ideologies of the 20th century. Taylorism seems like the epitome of liberal globalization and industrialization. Some other enthusiasts of Taylor are Lenin + Italian and German fascists. All these ideologies all relate to Taylor. 

5) Parting thought: the age of economics

Era of Economics – economics triumph politics. 
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The Apex of the Imperial Age

Saltwater empire – over oceans


Great Britain is the largest, followed by France, Germany, Belgium, Italy, 
Portugal, Netherlands, USA, Japan

Various other countries, by the 20th century are starting to start empires. In 1905, Japan takes in Korea to their empire. As a proportion of the land surface, Western Europe = 1.6%, by this time they controlled 46-47% of the land surface. All under a nominal political authority.

The three broad categories are:

1) Industrialized countries military superiority

-The first countries to industrialize have a massive technological and military advance over Asia and Africa. There are always military applications to many of the technologies developed. 

-The how of imperialism is due to this military advance. Often underestimated is the why component. The military superiority, and easiness of imperialism is an important reason why this happened. A lot of objections started to leave. There was competition, as there was ease for many of these countries. The burden of the argument falls to those opposed to it (for various reasons). The objections to colonialism start to fall away in the face of the ease. 

Anglo-Burmese war (Diana boat), changes the tide of technological advances easing the takeover.

-1900s ( Scramble for Africa is facilitated by:


-Maxim-Gun (early form of machine gun)


“Whatever happens we have got the Maxim-gun; and they have not”



-Hillaire Belloc


-Repeater rifles (rifles you can load more quickly)


-Exploding artillery

Unspoken agreement not to provide the Africans with these technologies

-The collective psychological memory of the disadvantages in the military sphere will remain  

-Military supremacy changes the debate on the colonial question.

2) The economic dimension of imperialism, justifications and consequences

-Possibly the reason why it happened in the first place.

-Cecil Rhodes (1853-1902)

Becomes wealthy and influential in British politics and finances

One of the strongest advocates for imperialism for economic reasons, he thinks that it will calm civil unrest and solve the problems of poverty and overpopulation.

-Imperialism is the natural and desirable consequence of globalization

-Huge demand for basic resources as a result of the large amounts of industrialization that cannot be found in GB. These need to be extracted from overseas. There is also a large demand for foodstuffs, because of the wealth and the larger amount of manufacturers (less agriculture). One of the consequences of this, is the desire for these overseas areas to fill this need makes many mono-export phenomena in many colonies. Beforehand there might have been many crops to feed themselves, but now a huge proportion of agriculture feed western market desires. The global economic system is on a social hierarchy with feeder countries, who then buy back these manufactured goods. 

Many countries, which manufactured before are now only being needed for their natural resources.

-Cost-benefit analysis of imperialism


-Social-Darwinism


Pierre Leroy-Beaulieu


French economist who brings together hierarchical ideals and economic 
supremacy, believes that those in the West have a right to the rest of the 
world – bringing about knowledge

3) The political/ideological dimension of imperialism and some of the mentality/political theory and philosophies that go along with that.

-Berlin Conference of ’84-‘85

The industrial countries divvy up the entire continent of Africa between them. This is a large European convention, which is a precursor to crisis-diffusing diplomacy today, but also very problematic that they are making decisions for the people being implicated who have no say. Belgium is given the Congo (small neutral power). They also discuss “effective occupation” – a claim of territory is if you have a presence there, taking away spheres of influence and treaties. They need to show that they are actually there and present in the places they have occupied. 

-By 1912 – the entirety of Africa is carved up. 

1) Economic consequences of imperial system

-Global economy characterized by distribution of labour along territorial lines


-Regions outside the west specialize in exporting raw materials (small #) to 
industrialized “core”, secondary subordinate roles


-Core vs. peripheral countries

2) Problems being worked out with diplomacy, but only between a few countries/people. 
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Some Causes of World War I

Ferdinand assassination


-Serbian assassins to drive Austro-Hungarians out of Bosnia


-Favored political tactic of anarchy to assassinate 


-Immediate precipitator of WWI

Two major alliance structures

1) Triple Alliance

Germany & Austria-Hungary (+ Italy)

2) Triple Entente

France, Russia & UK

All European leaders have the same mentality by this time

-Epitomize geopolitical strategic way of looking at things

-Known as Realism (Realpolitik)

-Evaluation of geopolitical thinking


-Only one way of looking at International Politics


-Darwinian anarchy


-The vocabulary is very industrial (balances of power…)

1) Initially none of the powers want to go to war, though they eventually do. Why did diplomacy fail? This war came out of a time where peace was being preserved. One reason is because there is a shifting balance of power, Germany is on the rise, but on the German perspective, Russia is also on the rise. Russia’s large population would dominate Germany if it allowed to continue to grow. War is seen as somewhat inevitable and the idea is that it is better to have it done when they are the strongest.

2) All the military plans and strategies have a logic of their own and the diplomatic relations cannot stop this.

3) Domestic politics also push this war forward. War might resolve problems at home.

Chronologically:

-Assassination of Ferdinand

-The decision by Austria-Hungarian empire & Germany to go to war


-Austrian position: 


A) Sense of weakness, decline and internal vulnerability (internal domestic 
pressures)


B) Less industrialized than other empires


C) Ethnically and linguistically diverse


Cannot allow the whole empire to collapse


Elimination Serbia/Serbian nationalism as an immediate threat


-Austria does not feel strong enough to fight Russia, so they call in Germany


-German’s response = blank check, providing support


-German concern:


A) Geopolitical concern


One of the most powerful countries on continental Europe


Feeling constrained 


Between France and Russia (their alliance)


Watching their ally, Austria-Hungarian get weaker 


B) Better for this war to happen now when we are strong


C) Germany’s political structure is a monarchical-democracy


Worried about socialism and thinking that war is a solution 

-Austria-Hungarians give ultimatums to Serbia


-Designed to be rejected


-Not agreed to which allows Austria-Hungary to declare war

-Serbians ask Russia for help. Russia helps because:


A) Strategic Reason


Russian area has been interested in expanding and getting direct access to 
the Mediterranean ocean, or being allied with the Balkans


B) Monarchical Reason


Monarchy defends the Eastern-Orthodox faith and the Slavs as well


Many Russian aristocrats have connections to Serbians


Defender of Slavs & Orthodox Christians in the Balkans and elsewhere


-By late July the Russians have agreed in principle to come to Serbia’s aid


-Although it was a dramatic event, there wasn’t a sense throughout Europe 
that the assassination would cause a war, European crisis

-Frantic efforts to avoid war, but they must (UK & France)


-Germans would like a limited war, without the UK & France involved, 
bringing about efforts 


-Military planning starts to come into play, lead to all out war



-Push to mobilize as soon as possible


-Another complication is that the German plan is to send a large part of their 
troops to Belgium and Britain is protecting Belgian sovereignty



-Logistical challenges, very hard to change/inflexible 

-Diplomacy fails and political leaders must authorize mobilization


-31st of July, Austria-Hungary


-1st of August, Germany & France

Key Issues

1) Influence of geopolitical thinking (Realism)

Strategic thinking

2) Strong notions of national pride, national character/missions

Creations of the elites, duty to protect their own

Sense of racial competition (especially amongst Germans)

3) Domestic politics

Fear of socialism, bringing about need for foreign victory

Fear of rebellion (Germany, Russia & France), many political structures at risk

4) Inflexibility of military plans
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Global Dimensions of War

WWI

In military terms, the most significant characteristic is that there was much optimism about this being a short war. No one achieves victory in months (a swift war). WWI is a stalemate until the very end of the war. It is a war of attrition and status. 

1904-1905 Russian-Japan war, war for Korea and Manchuria, in Russian far East. Essentially the same technologies were used in that and WWI. Through these technologies, it is much easier to defend than attack, and they need to develop technologies to attack (example: invention of tank in 1915-1916 by British). It is difficult to attack until they develop their new technologies. 

The phenomenon of “total war”

Total war = massive war of attrition, logistical task that has never happened in the past. Many soldiers were thrown into the battle. Victory seems to depend on the side that can mobilize the largest amount of resources. 

There is a large orientation by the civilian government to intervene in economies and societies to put all national efforts towards the war effort. A large percentage of factory workers move to military technologies. The industrial capacity of these countries is dedicated almost entirely to producing war materials. There is also quite a bit of monetary and brain investment to develop new technologies, to try and break through the stalemate of the war. These are huge investments and all the scientific capacities of these countries are being employed in this way.

There is also a very dramatic expansion of state power. They increase the amount of control they have over their societies and economies. They need to make sure that everything is going well. Initially, most of the European governments pass emergency laws in order to take over. Eventually, when the war drags on, all of the governments pass laws to increase their production. Railways are nationalized… British and French also take control of mines. New ministries of governments are created. 

There is also a large growth in state information gathering capacities. WWI definitely gives a boost to century-long state power increase as a proportion of the labor force and national economy. 

Other cultural and social consequences include the effects of the manpower shortage. This led to the amount of working women. Many people from the colonies are brought in to work. This was the beginning of permanent and substantial immigrant communities in their countries. There was a large growth in trade unions, and the power of labor as a political force is massively expanded after the war ends. The state propaganda was that everyone is doing their part and we all need to do the same. This provides a great expectation that at the end of the war there should be compensation of some kind. The extension of voting rights for women after the war can be partially attributed to the changes during the war.

The economic war

The estimated total cost of the war for all participants was (in today’s US dollars) $1,700,000,000,000.00. These are all the wealthiest and most industrialized countries in the world and this is all getting put into the war. Mostly countries paid in currency manipulation and loans. 

In terms of currency manipulation, most currencies got off the gold standard and started to produce huge amounts of money. This leads to the depreciation and value of currencies and currency instability, leading to inflation. After the war, all the world’s major currencies are depreciated. These countries are no longer trading with one another. The Golden Age of Globalization is over. Global trade decreases and breaks down. The countries that used to be the heart of this trade have withdrawn. 

Also blocking global trade – the Allies put up a blockade. It is quite effective because Germany that was one of the most important country in trade has now been dropped out. 

In financial terms, all of these countries are borrowing huge amounts of money, They are buying this off of debt. When the war is over they are in debt, and the USA has turned into the largest lender of money. Banking power shifts to the USA. They have turned into a country that is the World’s Bank. 

America’s intervention and the widening of the war

The key aspect is the American’s decision to join the war. The Ottoman Empire and Bulgaria join the war as well on the other side. It is not obvious that the US would join the war on the Allied side. The US has a substantial German-American population, so though there is natural sympathy with Britain, there is with Germany as well. There is a lot of dislike to Russia. It is also unpopular that the Russians have repressive ideals against the Russian Jew. In the founding of America, there is an idea that they should not be getting into European wars, an isolationist idea. 

What ultimately precipitates the decision is the German U-Boat campaign. A lot of their money depends on the large amount of trade across the Atlantic. After the Lusitania idea, there is a threat that they will be entering the war. The Germans promise that they will not attack another American boat. What ultimately happens is that in February 1917, the German high command decides to reverse decision and go along with the U-Boat campaign. This outrages the US and in April 1917, Wilson declares war specifically on Germany. The Americans contribute about 4 million soldiers, which is an important element of the war.

Wilson does not enter the war as an Ally, but an associate of the allies, so that when the war ends, they can distance themselves in case they want to take different lines in the peace negotiations after the war. Several Latin American countries and Greece… join the war as well afterwards. Many countries do this in order to get certain trade advances. 

Africa’s war

The British army fires its first shots (August 10th, 1914) in the war in Africa. Germany’s colonies are those being invaded. They try to take out the major ports initially. In this fighting, most of the fighting is being done by African soldiers. A substantial number of Indian soldiers are also brought over. There are up to one million African soldiers. 

There are also porters brought forward, instead of using technologies and resources that are in Europe. They are seen as cheaper and more efficient. They have a higher casualty rate than the soldiers. Most fatalities come from disease rather than combat. 

The use of African soldiers brought forward many complications. The British refused to have African soldiers fight in Europe. The French do use African soldiers in the European theatre, especially North Africans. However, a consequential aspect is the propaganda campaign in the colonies. There are many vague promises and implications of reward. They also say that the German colonizers are worse and that this is a war to be fought in order to keep their safety. There is quite substantial African support, and when the war ends, people expect to be rewarded for their loyalty. The consequences of the propaganda campaign come to light later on.

1) The phenomenon of “total war”

-Society and economy re-oriented to fight war of attrition

-Expansion of state powers

-Social and cultural consequences of manpower shortages

2) The economic war

-End of Gold Standard and Golden Era

-Britain’s financial decline and USA’s rise

-Europe’s ruination

3) America’s intervention and the widening of the war

End of American isolationism

-Many countries rally to the Allies

4) Africa’s war

-Most fighting carried out by African soldiers

-Expectations of reward for their loyalty to Britain and France
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Wilson, Lenin and the End of the Old Order

The outbreak of the war discredited the old ways of diplomacy. 

The war is a military stalemate. There would have to be some kind of world court to regulate states and those amongst them. It is more of a middle and upper class sensibility, and is not supported by the working class and the leftist side of politics. There are calls by them for the dissolution of the international structures, but rather doing away with sovereign states (utopian and unrealistic ideas). They believe in creating an international brotherhood per se. There are also the diplomats and politicians of the combatant countries deciding what they will take after the war. 

The political endpoint of the war is much more destructive than what was originally imagined. Four great empires that have lasted for hundreds of years are wiped out by the war (Germany, Austria-Hungary, Ottoman, Russian). They have been staples of European politics and have been ridded of. There were three democratic republics in Europe in 1914, and by the end of the war there are thirteen. All the inhabitants of these new countries are deciding what should be done. 

Realpolitik

The British, French and Russian allies make plans about how they are going to divvy up what they have won (Central and colonial territories). Within Europe, France’s priority is Alsace-Lorraine, the Italians want Alp territories, the Russians would like Constantinople/Istanbul as an exit point to the Mediterranean sea. Outside Europe itself, the British and French attacked German colonies and would like to split those up. The Ottoman empire also provides territory wanted by the British and French. There are many secret treaties by the big three and many others that are important for the Middle East and epitomize the old style of European diplomacy. In 1915, the powers conclude the Constantinople Agreement – divvying it up between them. Many of the treaties end up contradicting each other. 

The British them make a deal with a powerful Arab leader who wants to rebel against the Ottoman empire. There is a growing sense of Arab nationalism. They promise that they will be able to create an Arab kingdom afterwards (present day Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Israel). This was termed the Arab revolt. They end up being successful and make their way up to Syria. 

In 1916 – Britain and France make the Sykes-Picot Agreement, corresponding to the Turkey/Iraq area. All three of these agreements contradict each other. 

Then in 1917, there is the Balfour declaration, where he promises the Zionist movement that Britain will support a Jewish National home in Palestine. The problem is that these are all rough regions. 

Communist Internationalism

In 1917 – the war is very strenuous on the society and economy. The Russian empire is poorly equipped to deal with this. The large size, lack of industrialization, autocratic reign… all being about this breakdown of the empire. The soldiers in St. Petersburg refuse to fire at protesters and workers. This is the beginning of the collapse of the tsarist government. He has lost the support of the aristocracy and the people and they force him to abdicate. Provisional government leads the new government. They rule from March to November 1917. At this time, there is a government of the elite. Soviets are representing small groups of people and workers. The government is trying to get along with the Soviets and try to continue the war effort, but it does not work, with heavy military defeats. 

This leads to the Bolshevik coup of 1917 – the October Revolution (different calendar to our own). The Bolsheviks are not a popular movement in Russia, but they are one of numerous extreme left-wing parties active in Russia and they seize their chance. They seize the major sites of the government and start to expand their power from then. Lenin promises the people peace, bread and land. 

Lenin and his foreign minister (Trotsky), negotiate the treaty of Brest-Litovsk with Germany. This agreement is real desperation on the Soviet side because they hand over a large area of the empire (1/3 of both the population and agricultural land). After having done that, they start to put forward their vision of international affairs. It is extremely radical. They publicly condemn the way that diplomacy works. They publish the secret treatise between the Russians, French and British. Lenin also wrote a book called, “Imperialism: the highest form of Capitalism”.  He believes that imperialism is ultimately the reason Europe went to war in which the working class fights. They aim to foster change through revolution. They would like to help communist revolutions in other European countries to overthrow the capitalist systems. They hope for a communist-post-capitalist world order. 

They later on form the Communist International body.

Liberal Internationalism

This happens almost at the same time as Lenin and Trotsky. President Wilson is one of the competing voices against Lenin. Wilson’s vision counters the Soviet notion, but also precedes this. 

By 1916, he will be thinking about changing the world order after the war. One of his primary concerns was making the world safe for American capitalism. If Germany takes over Europe, he sees them as inherently militaristic and not geared towards capitalism. As President, he sees an opportunity to make changes when all the other world powers are at war. He wants to re-order the world order by government is responsible for government (democracy). He thinks democratic countries are inherently equal and in the equality of nations and international cooperation. He is openly critical of territorial expansion of European powers. He calls for “peace without victory”, asking for abandoning of hopes of territorial expansion. He calls for a community of power, rather than an inequality in power. 

In April 1917 – the US enters the war, and one of their war aims is this equality in power. They do not join as an ally, but an associate of the allies, because they have different ideas. He refuses to put American armies under other control, or integrating them. 

He puts forward the Fourteen Points. One is the League of Nations. The notions of self-determination and equality are potentially dangerous. They try to apply them to situations that differ from Wilson’s ideas. 

The US and Soviet Union have tremendous say in the post-war era. The US is in a stronger position. It had become economically dominant. Militarily, the US is also in a strategic position. They didn’t have a standing army until the war. The army is important because it gives them a military presence on the continent. The French like this because they are afraid that the Germans will get powerful if they leave. 

The Soviets are in the position of being excluded. The US won’t recognize the Bolshevik government, as well as others. The allies actually invade the Soviet Union in order to make sure that ammunitions don’t get in the Central powers hands, and to oppose the Bolshevik government. The only reason they do not try and destroy the government is because they don’ts have the means. 

The Soviet government does have strong hopes to export communist hopes to torn down states around them. This social upheaval actually ends the war in Germany, as a German revolution that fails stops the war. The German monarchy then ends. On the 9th of November, the monarchy ends and signs a ceasefire on November 11th, directly as a result of this. The communists therefore have some reason for optimism. 
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Paris Peace Negotiations 1919

It lasts for 6-9 months, where all the major issues are resolved. It happens at the Chateau de Versailles. It is organized by the triumphant allies. Given the extent of what is decided, it is amazing that the four powers, Vittorio Orlando, David Lloyd George, Georges Clemeanceau, Woodrow Wilson, make the decisions. 

The German Question

This is the most pressing question to the assembled powers and is resolved first. The differences between the three powers are seen very much in this question. Wilson would like there to be peace, and he does not want the losing powers to lose too much. He wants a restrained and merciful peace and will be good for the long terms prospects. He is a strong believer in a global democratic revolution. The US position towards Germany does harden throughout the war. Public opinion does obviously get more hostile so there is a certain hardening that arrives to Wilson by the time Versailles happens. 

The French position, on the other hand, has a great priority to never be invaded by Germany again. The Western side of the war was essentially all fought on French territory. They feel that they have suffered greatly and don’t want this to happen again. Germany is going to be an inherently stronger country over all, because of their industrialization and population, so they want to ensure that they will never again be vulnerable to a German attack. They would like a strong military alliance, for the alliance that ends the war to remain permanent. Clemenceau does not believe in the League of Nations, he believes in the old ways. There is a large philosophical difference between Wilson and Clemenceau and how diplomacy should work. Failing that, he would like to cripple Germany and take some of their resources, territory, make them pay for the war and weaken their industries, making it impossible for Germany to invade France again.

The British position is between the two. There is a degree of sympathy amongst the British political elite for Wilson’s internationalism. They would like to restore the Golden age of Globalization. On the other hand, Britain is still seen as the most powerful country in the world, so though they have a philosophical agreement with the US, their state independence and well-being is on their mind. 

They do believe that Germany should pay reparations to a certain extent, however, though Germany was a large player in the economy, making them a very weakened economy would be counter-productive for British interest if the entire economy collapses.

The German government petitions the delegates and asks for a peace settlement and hope that it goes along Wilson’s Fourteen Points. That ends up not being the case. The most important aspect is that it does become being a punitive settlement. What actually happens is a lot closer to Cleameanceau’s vision for many reasons. 


1) Wilson’s first priority is the League of Nations, though Clemenceau does 
not want this. One way that they can come to an agreement if Clemeanceau 
allows for the LoN and Wilson allows for punitive measures.


2) US public opinion has turned harshly against Germany and the punitive 
measures sit well with the public.


3) Wilson is battling against isolationism and the suspicion of European 
politics. Even though Wilson is conceiving of the League of Nations to be a 
departure of the old diplomacy, the peace conference is being submersed in 
these politics. He knows that he can only carry out what the Senate will 
approve.

Terms of the treaty:

1) Military limitations

2) Territorial reductions


-Lose saar and other industrial areas in the West


-Lose agricultural regions and port in the East

3) Reparations


-US could forgive some of British and French debt to bring lesser reparations

Contributes factors to the beginning of WWII. These will bring about German economic problems of this and Keynes comes about after the Paris Peace Conference.

The League of Nations

This was Wilson’s top priority. He personally chaired the committee convened to discuss this issue. This would be a permanent organization for peacefully adjudicating disputes and regulating arguments, bringing about international diplomacy. They would have some degree of supreme authority over sovereign states. The British with American input draw up the covenant of the League of Nations. It is very close to Wilson’s original vision. The headquarters are going to be in Geneva, Switzerland, having a permanent staff and headquarters. It will have a two-tiered structure:


A) Cabinet-like organization


-Permanent council


Four permanent members: Britain, France, Italy, Japan and four others


B) Parliament-like organization


-The Assembly


All the nations will have a voice in this assembly

Wilson is concerned because he will have to get the senate and congress to approve all the decisions he makes. The primary goal of this League should assume permanent peace. In theory, there must be a mechanism for the countries of the League to militarily and physically stop invasion and invaders of peace, in order for it to be a structure that can function. Wilson knows that there needs to be substance to the threat of promoting peace, yet he knows that there is no way that the US Senate will agree to send soldiers to fight a war over obscure forces. They will not sign off ahead of time to this. He therefore comes up with “Article 10”, which is vague and allows for a lack of obligation of the US and others to commit explicitly to various wars that the senate will reject. 

Ultimately, the American senate rejects this twice and the US never joins the League of Nations. There are 42 founding members of the League, but they are most of the countries of Europe, Latin America, British Dominions join independently and a few other countries: Siam, Japan, China, Persia, Liberia… In geographical terms, the membership of the league is Western. Apart from the lack of members from Africa and the Middle Eat and large parts of Asia. There are also other omissions, such as the Soviet Union, the US or Germany. How will the League of Nations be effective if three of the most powerful countries in the world are not in it? 

For the first time, the notion of a community of nations and a permanent body devoted to international disputes is made real. 

The Colonial Question

A lot of colonies believe that they will be able to be a part of self-determination and international politics. The ship of international politics is sailing and a lot of people are not on board. 

Examples of those who try and attend the Paris Peace Conference and petition the conference:

1) Emir Faisal

Son of the Arab leader who Britain has made the agreement with during the war to fight the Ottoman Empire. The French do not want to allow them to have a country around Damascus. The King-Crane commission is a US governmental division that concludes that the people of Syria should not have colonial rule imposed on them. However, they get ignored. Lloyd George and Clemenceau discuss this and the British give the French this territory. The League of Nation allows many areas around the Middle East to be given as mandates, which theoretically says that they will rule until the people are ready for self-determination, though it basically remains as a colony. 

2) Sa’d Zaghlul & Wafd Leaders

This is from Egypt. It is a small group of upper class, nationalist-minded Egyptians. Britain declared Britain a mandate and they would like to convince the League to support them. The British don’t want this to happen so they put them away in Malta. This leads to the Egyptian Revolution of 1919. The British agree to let the Wafd delegation go to Paris after they have made a deal with Wilson. He agrees because when he was speaking about self-determination he was not talking about the colonies, only really white people. This sense of betrayal in Egypt, Syria and other places becomes important. They believe this is contrary to liberty and justice promised. 

3) Ho Chi Minh

He is from Indo-China (Vietnam today). He is working in France at the time. He becomes important in Vietnamese nationalism. He is turned away as they know the French would not be happy. 

This proves to be consequential in many ways. The way that the League ends up bolstering the imperial paradigm instead of undermining it. It does this with the mandate system, making colonies official. The League of Nations is made hierarchical as well. Finally, there is a large push to Middle Eastern politics. There is also a lot of colonial figures being betrayed by Wilson and looking elsewhere for philosophical inspiration.
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Soviet Int’l Relations and Global Communist Movement (1918-1930)

United states and Soviet Union become “Supreme Powers” 

Early revolutionary period 1918 – 1921

-Lenin sees the first war of imperialist competition 


- Sees the international system of being unstable and violent 


- He believes it is impossible to maintain long-term peace between capitalist 
countries and communist countries

-Marxist ideology 

-Trotsky reveals all of the secret deals that were being made

-Lenin believes that the Soviet Union cannot survive by itself. 

1920 - Lenin authorizes the red army to invade Poland – becomes a major disaster

The civil war drains the soviet economy. 

All economic based trading is banned, they send soldiers in to acquire grains and other food supplies  - because the soviet leadership was simply taking what they needed and giving it to the people that needed it the most/ and the red army.

The soviets conclude their first diplomatic agreement when they come to terms with Britain in 1921 – they will sell grain and other agricultural products to Britain while Britain in exchange will sell them steel and so on.

Germany has a secret military operation with the Soviet Union, which allowed Germany to have a larger army than they were allowed to – by hiding troops in the Soviet Union - in return they shared their military technology with the soviets. 

Joseph Stalin takes over when Lenin becomes weak 

Period of Retreat 1922-1927

-Stalin succeeds in getting himself appointed to general secretary in the communist party in 1922

-Trotsky and Stalin were fighting to take over after Lenin

-Stalin argues “we have to take care for ourselves, and not wait for other to do it for us” 

-Lenin dies in January 1924

-Joseph Stalin takes over when Lenin dies

The Joseph Stalin period to 1930

1929 stock market crash

-Leader of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), Mao Zedong
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Changes to the Colonial Order in the Interwar Period

At the end of WWI, it is not obvious that European empires are not going to last. They are expected to last for hundreds of years. Britain and France’s empires grow after WWI (taking over Germany’s colonies and the Middle East). The League of Nations mandate system also makes official the hierarchy of nations and peoples.

Demographic Changes

The 19th century was large growth in Europe, with rising nutritional levels, public health breakthroughs… European nations start to grow quickly. The populations of Asia decline rapidly because of massive famines that are products of European colonization. This is not a deliberate intention, though a product of colonization. In the first part of the 20th century there is a recovery from this. Also, some of the public health benefits and breakthroughs are extended to the colonies, making the populations of Africa and Central & South America increase during this time. This leads to a substantial change in discourse among Europeans (the proponents of colonialism). First, the expansion of Europe’s population was looked as an answer to overpopulation. There is a notion that the white races and their growth is natural and a law of nature that they should move out across the world and take advantage of the world’s space and resources. This sense of racial triumphalism stops, as the opposite sense takes over, that the other races will take over as they rise. The ‘yellow peril’ becomes a worry. This is a worry that the number of Asians will take over the territory taken by white populations (the idea of overpopulation). Western countries start to impose migration control.

In the colonies themselves, there is a growing sense of panic, because they are being increasingly surrounding by the natives. 

Economic Changes

Linked to the demographic changes. One of the striking developments at the end of WWI, is that economically they begin to take a new approach to their colonies. The imperial powers need to maximize their economic output for the colonies, in order to compete with USSR and USA. They start to put new demands on the colonies; certain natural resources will be maximized. At the same time, they want to spur the economic activity in the colonies (and want to spend as little money as possible in the colonies), relying increasingly on Africans/Indo-Chinese people to do the work for them, both physical and junior administrative positions. This will bring substantial social and political changes in the colonies. This creates a new class, trained in European-style institutions. This is the creation of a new political elite, competing with the pre-colonial elite. They are going to take over after colonialism disintegrates. An advantage they have is that they have been well educated and have a greater sense of international realities and the countries they claim to represent. Apart from the creation of this middle-class, there is also a much larger number of people being brought into the working-class (mines, transportation infrastructure…). Things take a turn for the worst in the 1930s when the Great Depression hits. There is a global economic depression as a result, which impacts all countries except the USSR. The prices of commodities from the colonies plummets and so the mines and other industries stop employing and do not pay as much. Working conditions deteriorate, causing waves of strikes across Africa (worker actions and protests). These are motivated by workers demanding more work and better pay, but they are not nationalist phenomena, developing eventually in the 40s and 50s to nationalist mobilization. It is the beginning of popular protests. They are of great concern to colonial officials. The expansion of the railway system also promotes the labor movement. The railway workers promote and spread the strike. These strikes clearly spread through this means of communication. This starts to give isolated movements, a national feeling and a sense of solidarity, which will prove key later on to a nationalist spirit in a lot of colonies. The European colonies start to become victims of their integration to the global trading system. The crisis that this system suffers causes the imperial powers to suffer politically for this.

Proliferation of anti-colonial ideas and intellectual movements

It is worth noting that WWI has a major impact politically speaking because of the propaganda campaigns by Britain and France deliberately targeting colonial subjects with anti-German ideals, bringing about democracy ideas. This propaganda popularizes the notions of democratic accountability. There is a flourishing of political parties, most of which are short-lived or become important, amongst a relatively small colonial intellectual community. They start to demand social, economic and political reforms. 

The impact of Wilson’s 14 points:

Egypt is strikingly impacted by the Fourteen Points, Wafd is created in a direct response. The American impact on anti-colonialism is indirect. The US continues the policy of disregard for anti-colonialism. People coming from the colonies spend time in the US, either in university or working, the American impact is through the ideals and way in which there is freedom, though there is a large disregard and bad sentiment towards the international relations of America. Entranced by the idea of America, though not happy about the place itself. 

Bolshevism and the Colonial question:

The impact of Bolshevism in the colonial territories is more substantial than liberal ideas. Marx and Lenin had little to say about colonial territories. Lenin advances the theory that imperialism is the natural response of capitalism, though this is his only real idea of this. The impact of what they both say is disproportionate. The only true reason he supported anti-colonialism was to weaken capitalist countries, bringing about the demise of capitalist countries. He did not think that colonies were candidates for communism revolutions, because only industrial countries can undergo revolutions. Lenin popularizes the notion that colonialism is only a system of economics. 

There is some effort by the communist parties of industrialized countries, trying to get some colonial powers off the ground. They help the Indo-Chinese, Chinese and West African communist off the ground. The German communist party brings about the ‘League Against Imperialism’ in 1927.

Ho Chi Minh:

He is someone who intersects many different trends. He is turned away from the Versailles Peace Conference and very quickly, he becomes intrigues by what Lenin and the communists have to say. He joins the Comintern and tries to represent the Indo-Chinese branch of communism. He attends a university set up by the Bolsheviks. He tries to urge the Comintern to pay more attention to colonial issues. He is therefore contradicting what the Comintern is trying to bring forward. He is contradicting what Stalin is putting forward, in wanting communist revolutions in Asia. By the mid-late twenties he goes in a different direction, starting to be fed up being brushed off in Moscow, begins working with other communist parties in Asia, focusing on the practical aspects of revolution, not waiting around for industrialization. He takes less about the economic and social implications of communism, and more about the armed insurrection in the short-term that was taken about by Lenin and his comrades. 
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Diasporic and trans-national nationalisms: Pan-Africanism, Zionism & Arab Nationalism

Pan-Africanism
-A social movement that unites those of African descent, connecting people from Africa itself and those in North America and in the Caribbean. Its first stage is more in NA and in the Caribbean and in the second stage (next term), it moves back to Africa itself. Grows out of slavery and then the persistence of inequality. Its initial genesis grows out of the African-American civil rights movement. W.E.B. Dubois was one of the leaders of the movement. He helps to find the NWACP, still active in American politics today. Takes a standing role in Pan-Africanism in Europe on behalf of the NWACP. He puts together the first Pan-African conference in 1919. It brings together different black activists and they present demands for racial equality to Versailles conference. They do not begin by asking for decolonization (reform movement to begin). 

The movement starts to gather some steam, but by the 1930s it starts to plateau. This is largely due to the cautious demands they are making, leading to dissatisfaction. As a result, a second figure becomes influential, Marcus Garvey. His position are more radical than DuBois’. He gets quite a bit of followers in Africa, eventually bringing his ideas into the Pan-African movement. He calls for people to return to Africa, stresses the notion of a common destiny for Africans (people of African descent share a common cultural connection), he repudiates the notion of foreign control in Africa, rejuvenation in Africa and resurrecting African cultures that have been repressed by centuries of domination. By the late 30s, his ideas become very influential in the movement.

Some Major Pan-African Figures

-W.E.B. du Bois, American scholar

-Marcus Garvey, Jamaican-born “African supremist”

-Leopold Senghor, Senegalese poet

-Nnamdi Azikiwe, Nigerian journalist

-Kwame Nkrumah, Ghanaian educator

-Jomo Kenyatta, Kenyan student/writer

The movement seems to be losing momentum in the 1930s, and what really then strengthens it to a strong political movement is the Italian invasion of Ethiopia in 1935-1936. What is notable of Ethiopia is that it is the only part of Africa that is not colonized by the Europeans. It has a large symbolic role for the African community, as the only remaining major part of Africa that is self-governed. The battle of Adowa = Ethiopia defeated Italians in 1896. Rastafarian movement is also affected, because it is focused on Ethiopia, adding for symbolic importance of Ethiopia. 

By 1930s, Italy is a fascist country and he puts a big emphasis on conquering Ethiopia. When the Ethiopians try to launch a defensive, Italians begin to use chemical warfare. 

It brings more people into the movement, and it radicalizes the movement, putting colonialism on the agenda. 

Zionism
It is a very diasporic movement. It is a Jewish nationalist movement, among the European Jews, formed by a sense of oppression. Repression and racism are widespread, including pogroms, which are supported by the government. 

Theodor Herzl, is the founding intellect of the Zionist movement. Anti-semitism convinces him and others that Jews need to reorganize in their own land. They urge Jews to emigrate to Palestine, this being the ancestral home of the Jewish people. This comes mostly from the Russian empire, increasing the Jewish population in Palestine. 

It has a very European imperialist attitude, and in others a very left-wing approach (ambiguous). There is a large socialist project focus, founding kibbutzim. The British government says that they will support a homeland for the Jewish. With the Balfour declaration, in allows the League of Nations to put their ‘stamp of approval’ on the creation of a Jewish homeland. Emigration from Europe into Palestine increases in the 1930s. 

There is a pronounced shift to the left wing within the Zionist movement, as epitomized by David Ben-Gurion. He immigrates in 1906 to Palestine and forms a workers movement and forms a left-wing socialist movement, claiming independence in 1948. This begins tension between the Jewish and Arab communities in Palestine, because of the immigration and British discrimination against the Arabs. Things blow up in 1936, with a revolt in Palestine, by Istiqlal. Arab militia attack Israeli settlements and British groups.

Arab-Nationalist Movement
There are a sequence of rebellions by the populations of the French and British mandates right after WWI. 

Rebellion in Iraq in 1921: Faisal, becomes king of Iraq, which is three provinces that are very ethnically distinct. In 1921, they try to stop British mandate, which is stopped. Winston Churchill was the colonial secretary at the time and used collective punishment to quell rebellion. 

Syrian revolt in 1925-1927: persistent state to revolt, trying to stop French mandate. The French also resort to drastic techniques. 

Palestinian resistance in 1936 is then one of a series. The Palestinian calls becomes one of the rally cries. This breeds a sense of Arab solidarity and community.

The sense of an Arab-nationalism and not one of each country, stretching across the large territory grows quickly. A key figure is Sati al-Husri. He is initially from Yemen, but is an educational official in the Ottoman Empire. He is inspired by the strength of German nationalism, their shared culture, language… “Language is a fundamental basis of nation foundation”. 

Michel Aflaq – helps to found Ba’ath party, becoming chief political leader of the movement. Like Pan-Africanism it becomes very important on Middle Eastern politics later on. 

In many ways the movements are different, however in a century outside of the industrial world, the 20th century is an age of nationalism. This goes against the idea that globalization is a prominent part of the century, but nationalism plays a large part. The diasporic and trans-national movements are global in their actual spread, but nationalist in their ideals. They are a hybrid and semi-paradoxical phenomena. 
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FOUNDATIONS OF AN AMERICAN CENTURY

Panama Canal 1906


-Testament to America’s technological superiority


-“The greatest liberty man has ever had over nature”


-Laying the foundations for an American century

Cars and “Fordism”

Henry Ford: becomes synonymous with the motor car. What really brings him to the forefront of technological advances, is the idea of assembly line production, which he solidifies before the beginning of WWI. Diffusion of this assembly line concept, and the notion of standardization: infinite number of interchangeable parts. The amount of efficiency that came, comes from the idea of standardization. The economics of his approach, were simple and compelling. With this concept, the production efficiency and capacity increase rapidly. 

Economic activity is transformed because eventually the price of the cars and other luxury items become cheaper, because of the efficiency. Something that was only for the wealthy, was then made affordable for the factory workers. Fordist paradigm goes way beyond the car industries and are imitated across industries. Good at taking high technological products and making them more quickly and more cheaply, giving a huge advantage for the US. Technology is owned by a large number of people in the US, lending them an image of wealth. 

A ramification of Ford’s industrial ideas gives the US an advantage in industrial and corporate domination. What comes with this, is a massive production capacity. There is a lot of innovation in advertising and marketing… Because it is happening first in the US, it gives American companies massive leverage. Another advantage that they have is a huge domestic market. It is less of a financial risk for American companies because they can rely on their domestic markets and not have to rely on foreign markets and worry about foreign competition.

Cinema

The US acquires a globally dominant role in film production and ‘consumption’. This was partly due because the European powers could not afford to produce or consume cinema services anymore. Large amount of ‘brain drain’ in artistic terms as well.

Hollywood has massive domestic market. They develop a vertical integration, whereby there are interchangeable parts and massive corporations that control the entire industry. Actors are then turned into brands. 

Films are valuable from a cultural/diplomatic perspective. Many countries try to block American films. The Hollywood studios have a lobbying trade group, having a lot of importance and power. Makes people sympathetic to US. 

Telegraph Cables

In the 1920s, telegraph cables are still the primary means of communication. A great deal of emphasis on changing their dominance in this field at the end of the war. As early as 1915, Wilson starts threatening that if private business does not help fund cables, the government will. 

It seems as a vital infrastructure that needs to be in the hands of the US, so the US government throws their weight behind US companies that work with it. 

Radio

Many similarities to the telegraph system. Radio is seen as an important technology, massive strategic priority for the US, clear metric of international competitiveness. Wilson saw it as a liberal democratic tool, getting his ideas everywhere, no matter what the governments of those countries do. His idea of moral and philosophical side he is on and its promotion was supported by radio.

Fourteen Points speech was broadcasted live to the entire world (somewhat decent approximation of it), relayed by translators to Europe. Wilson thinks that radio has been key to the dissemination of his points, asserting American dominance in radio. While at the Versailles Peace Conference, he sends his envoys to ensure that the US has radio dominance. 

Wilson’s ideas of dominance in IR:


1) Int’l transportation


2) Int’l communication


3) Petroleum

Technological innovation and infrastructure are on the surface obscure, but actually they are important to dominance. Wilson’s ideas turn out to be true. American technological supremacy and advantage give them power. 

The size of the American market gives them the advantage in production efficiency and large scale economy.
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THE ECONOMIC INSTABILITY OF THE 1920’S AND THE GREAT DEPRESSION

The main problem, leading to the depression is that countries try to solve their own problems without intervention.

United States
-The prosperous/roaring 1920’s is more prominent in the US than the rest of the world

-Wilson: “exalt America first”

-Refuse to join the League of Nations

-Refuse to forgive debt of foreign powers to them


-Though advised to forgive debts by advisers


-Problematic if European economies crash

-Erect tariff walls to lower European imports and grow US economy in short run

-Shift in financial center from London to New York

-Hemispheric domination 


-Can economy mainly connected with London


-8/9 of debt issued in London compared to New York before war


-Post-war 20 times more debt issued from New York than London

Britain
-Economy hit heavily by war, financial industry majorly hit

-Financial supremacy seems more assurd than industrial sector before 1914

-Conservative government’s primary objective is to re-establish British pound as manager of international trade. The value of the pound dropped heavily to the dollar as a result.

-Aim to raise value of pound, to re-establish London as capital of the financial world.


-“Look dollar in the eye”

-Keynes is against the return to the gold standard


-Impact employment, wages and salaries

-Churchill who is the finance minister at the time is set on going back to gold

-This causes a class confrontation


-Sense of social disorder

-Foolhardy attempt to establish hegemonic role but economic conditions won’t support


-All that this effort does is damage Britain 

France and Germany
Germany

-Mid to late economic growth. The bases of this growth is fragile, if not illusionary

-Early 1920’s, there is an inflation phenomenon, leading further to hyperinflation (value of currencies plummeting)

-From 1919 to 1923, the value decreases millions

-Governments constantly producing bank notes

France

-Most dependent on German Economy

-Try to make most they can from Germany and they ask for the government to stop producing money/bank notes. Production in France is aided by money from Germany

-The Germans then refuse to repay and default


-France and Belgium then go into Germany to try and take from them


-This only further exacerbates inflation

-This is resolved with the Dawes Plan


-France, Germany, Britain and the US get together to help the German 
economy ‘find feet’.


-US agrees to lend Germany money


-Since the US government does not want to lend, private sector in the US lend


-This works as the country’s economy starts growing again

-The main years of the Depression are from 1929 to 1932/33, though the effects are still felt until WWII breaks out

-US GDP doubled from 1928 to 1929


-Investors get out of the market, the value of Dow Jones drops by half in 
weeks and the value of world trade drops 66%

-Most countries respond by increased trade tariffs


-All industrialized countries turn their backs to globalization and int’l trade

-Rise in 1930s of fascist ideas in Germany, Italy and Japan


-Economic logic they hold for empire seems good
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JAPAN & CHINA IN THE INTERWAR PERIOD

-Large industrial revolution in Japan, in particular they have borrowed what they see the West has done properly, including industry and defense military power. In 1904-1905, Japan defeats the Russian Empire, in far east. 

-Japan not truly involved in WWI, but gets economic boost as a result. Their economy grows a lot during the war. They declare war on Germany and get some colonial possessions in East Asia. Its claim to the holding is upheld in the Versailles Peace Conference. 

-In the wake of WWI, the Japanese government departs from oligarchy and moves to political parties and much greater popular participation in politics. This also brings quite a bit of instability and increasing competition between different aspects of Japanese society to control politics in this uncertain area.

-There is also the continued weakness of China. This creates a power imbalance in the region, leading into WWII. 

Washington Conference System, 1920s

1921-1922, most important powers – Japan, US and UK, then other European countries. The major powers are trying to balance relations and competition between others. This confirms Japan as a major power. 

Naval Disarmament Treaty: UK, US, Japan agree to ratios for the size of their navies. 

There are also those who sign a treaty to oversee Chinese independence, removing all dimensions to international domination in Chinese political system. In reality, none of the countries support Chinese national agenda. 

The basis of the system is a regional effort to allow liberal internationalism, ensuring international peace and stability with cooperation. Trade should flourish between them because they are all with the gold standard once again. At the same time though, even though it is signed up to the system, there are still underlying tensions between Japan and the Western powers. Both US and Japan are trying to extend their influence in the East. There is also a racial bias between them. There is racial inequality, allowing for immigration quotas to be allowed. Japan makes a proposal in 1919 for racial equality, though it is rejected. There is then a bill passed in the US banning Japanese immigration in the US. 

Debate over Japan’s place in the world and international goals

There is an interesting debate reflect Japan’s role in the world and how it should be defining itself. There is a liberal internationalist outlook and a more realpolitik outlook and a continuation of the imperial project.

Shidehara Kinjuro, Foreign Minister 1924-1927+1929-1931


-Works within the Washington Conference system


-Get out of arms race it was in (drain on resources), and rather economic 
development at home. Hoping for increased trade amongst the international 
powers – economic interdependency

Various factions of Japanese society are against international liberalism. They tend to gravitate towards arguing for nationalist expansionist policy – extending the empire. Right-wing domestic agenda, against socialism at home. The Japanese military then comes into play in this side of the debate, against liberal internationalism, international society is still oriented into a conflict between all the big powers so there cannot be any cooperation. 

Continued vulnerability of China

China is in a state of political disunity and weakness, the Manching dynasty collapsed in 1912, China is technically not a colony, but has had to submit to Western and Japanese economic and political domination because of weakness of military. The Republic of China is just as weak as the previous unity. There is no strong central government, local warlords are actually in charge. In 1925, the Kuomintang/Guomindang is established and Chiang Kaishek is the dominant military and political leader of the party for a while. They are a nationalist party trying to unite the country, rejecting Western powers and colonialism. Initially, they make a lot of progress, they are trying to get a republic off the ground. Most Western powers recognize it as the legitimate government. Initially, one of the backers is the Soviet Union, trying to go against Japanese expansion. This then turns on the Soviets, when there is massive killings of communists… Then the KMT is backed by Germany and the US.

Nevertheless, China is still relatively militarily weak. 

Militarization of Japanese politics in the 1930s

In 1930-1932, the ripening elements of Japanese military take over the debate and assert their dominance of Japanese politics and foreign policy. Throughout the 1920s, the right wing sentiment has been growing. There is a large amount of willingness to go against the government. The structural dynamic that strengthens the right-wing is the onset of the Great Depression. As other powers put up international tariffs to help their own industries, it undermines the entire premise of the liberal internationalism. This strengthens the argument of the right-wing factions, bringing about the argument that imperial desires will directly feed their people and economy, not having to rely on others. 

Kwantung = military power in China (Manchukuo), going against government in Tokyo. They believe that they should turn the area into Japanese territory against the Chinese government. They believe this is the solution to the economic crisis. This is what they do, they go and stem the Manchurian crisis of 1931, which is a reason to send the Japanese army in and take the area. They plant bombs in the railway system and they claim that they need to secure the region with military control. It is a rejection of what remains of the Washington Conference System. It also goes against the civilian government in Tokyo. 

It is a revisionist power, explicitly wanting to revise the structures of the international system. Changing things they go through territorial expansion. They want to revise the premises that were set during the Versailles Treaty, a premise that international society is going towards liberal internationalism. Japan then pulls out of the League of Nations in 1933. Increasingly as well, there is a large military-expansionist idea held by the government. Every additional territorial expansion leads to decision to go about more expansion. This increases the rivals of Japan. 
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THE RISE OF FASCISM

Broadly liberal democracy in West/North of Europe and different forms of non-democratic regimes in the East/South

The Italian and German fascists – means of rise to power and ideology in common. Both combine party politics with powered military activism at the same time. They both start as small, committed movements, using the weak countries and then rise to power legally and then proceed to undermine the democratic system by which they have come to power, with authoritarian systems. 

Fascism is the pursuit of a transcendent and cleansing nation-statism through paramilitarism

-Nationalist, vibrant and forceful ethos

-Racialist ideology, competition between nations

-Expansionist

-Worship of state power, embodiment of the nation

-Cooperation of industry and government

-Transcend traditional politics, state is unified cause 

-Cleansing the nation of corrupting influences

-Combination of traditional party-politics and armed gangs

Demobilization after WWI is an asset to Italians and Germans. There are quite a few former soldiers and officers who are cast out and therefore join the movements.

Italian Fascism

-Benito Mussolini

At the close of WWI, Italy is very unstable, both politically and economically. Fascism is facilitated by the economic instability. The Italian Republic is a democracy and is very fragile. One thing that helps the fascists is the widespread fear of socialism and communism. They are seen as the lesser of two evils. There is a breakdown in law and order and fight one another (socialists and fascists), somewhat of a civil war. This instability is a result of universal male suffrage, giving more radical parties more support. 

The party only actually forms in late 1921 and they then gain power in 1922. The center of gravity of the movement is really through military movements, meaning that they were actually fighting on behalf of fascism before the party was formed. The March on Rome happens in October 1922, where the fascists claim that they are going to take power. In reality, if the government wanted to, it could have broken up the march, but it was more of a ‘show’. The king invites Mussolini to take over the government. The elites and middle class would much rather have fascists in power than the socialists.

For the first few years the fascist party cooperates with the democratic system until about 1925. The armed gangs still function in the street, but agree to go about the legal confines of the democratic system. In 1925, ‘the new wave of reforms’ is put forward, creating the dictatorship, consolidating their hold on power. Once he feels he has the elites on his side, he sets up his fascist dictatorial structure. However, parliament still exists under this structure, unlike in Germany. The outside appearances of democracy are still in place. 

Mussolini’s movement is seen as the first successful fascist movement. 

1) Contempt for democracy 

-All political experiments are anti-liberal for a reason

2) Extols war and conflict

-Necessary and welcome

German Fascism

-Adolf Hitler

Happened much more slowly than the Italian case, though it becomes the most powerful of all movements in the world. It also becomes more radical and extreme than the Italian fascist party does. 

The origins are very similar to the Italian case. It is in a state of social discord, and economic and political turmoil. There are very radical parties being formed and various socialist movements are trying to kickstart national elections. The Weimar Republic survives the first period, unlike Italy. Hitler and the Nazi party try to carry out an attempted coup in 1923, which is a dismal failure. In the German context, the Weimar Republic survives until the late 1920s. 

Hitler’s having been in WWI causes him to be greatly disillusioned, because the government in Berlin persuaded peace before the armies are actually overrun. He believed that the army was actually sold out, believing that the civilian government in inherently illegitimate and unpatriotic. He joins the Nazi party in 1919 and by ’22-’23 he is already seen as the defacto leader. Many of the basic characteristics:

1) The union of all Germans in a new Germany

2) Getting rid of Versailles Peace Treaty

3) The conquest of land and territories to feed people and help surplus population

4) Only those of German blood can be members of the nation, no Jews

The extreme racialist ideology is widespread and commonplace in the Nazi party. There is an evolution in the Nazi party’s official ideology, through the 20s and 30s. 

Fuhrer – extols the principle of a single almost god-like leader who embodies the nation, leaving democracy for dictatorship. 

There is massive unemployment in the 1930s, the government is unable to have a workable budget and there is a major political crisis. The Social-Democrat party has been running Germany since WWI and resigns in early 1930, admitting that they are defeated. Chancellors are appointed by the President, who is the Head of State. Many Chancellors come from 1930-1933 and give them temporary extraordinary powers. The Nazis then become the second-largest party in 1930, behind the Social-Democrats. Then the Socialist and Communist party is right behind the Nazis. In 1933, the Chancellor has to be Hitler, no choice. Hitler uses extraordinary emergency powers to overthrow democratic system and institute dictatorship.

FILM REVIEW

-Identifies the film nicely

-Succinctly summarises what the film is about

-Summarizes the film’s themes

-Indicates what themes the review is going to focus on

1) Identify people and places

2) No “this” at the beginning of sentences

3) nineteenth century

4) No dictionary definitions
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Warring Visions of the International order
 
Hitler’s new order of International Relations of the post war order
 
Hitler changes the constitution
 
In 1937 Hitler becomes the central power of Germany – German soldiers pledge their loyalty to him.
 
One of the first things Hitler promises: to make a bigger and better Germany then before. This unites the German people.
 
Hitler believes that the Germans need more room to prosper.
 
Czechoslovakia: Hitler is very interested in taking it over for military advancements – due to their valuable natural resources.
 
Hitler signs agreement with Neville Chamberlain at Munich, September 1938. Famously Chamberlain returns to Britain waiving the agreement claiming that he has prevented another war from happening.
 
However Hitler still focuses on his original goals of expanding to the east

Anglo Americanism, liberal Internationalism
 
Franklin Roosevelt and Winston Churchill agree to a strong Anglo - American alliance that will benefit them both economically. Britain know they are not the supreme power they used to be
 
America has a massive empire to expand and to protect other countries
 
1940 the British government creates the inter allied committee – a propaganda committee with intentions of getting the attention of the US people - to get involved with the War.
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The Eastern Front, or Russia’s Patriotic War, or Hitler’s Colonial war

22nd of June 1941, opening up the Eastern Front


-Completely changes the character of WWI, the scale of the conflict grows, 
more people die on the Eastern front than all other parts of the war together 
(at least 30 million), a little over half being civilians. 


One thing that distinguishes this number of casualties are a deliberate intent 
of Hitler and the Nazi party.

Perspectives:

1) Think the European side of WWII, being a war between Germany and USSR (with some help by the west)

-Soviet Union defeated Germany, almost independently of the West

2) Think of German type of campaign as a colonial war

-Racial war

When Germany invades USSR, they are allies, though suspicious of each other. Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact in August 1939

-Non-aggression pact

-USSR not to get involved in any conflicts that Germany gets involved with

-Split up Eastern Europe between them

-Soviets promise to sell raw materials to the Germans (trade agreement)


-Most importantly oil

Britain and France have pledged to defend Poland and negotiating with the USSR to get an alliance against Germany. USSR want this, because they believe Hitler will invade, however British and French and USSR negotiations break down. The USSR are then opening negotiations with Germany, and get nothing from Britain and France. Basically, the British did not trust the USSR and don’t want to make an agreement.

Germany’s military accomplishments in 1940 are astonishing in Western Europe – with blitzkrieg. They avoid the problems from WWI and use new technology, making warfare much more mobile. Germany conquers France in weeks. Germany takes over Netherland, Belgium, and the North. By mid-late 1940, Germany has taken over the large part of Western Europe. Britain takes the decision to fight alone. The Battle of Britain in an air war, and German attempts. However, this does not work as the British air force is larger and more powerful, though Hitler had no plans to try and truly invade Britain. 

What happens, is by the summer of 1940, very unambiguously, Hitler has decided to invade USSR. In the spring of 1941, the preparations for the massive invasion (3 million men, and 600-700 hundred thousand men, tanks, artillery, airforce…). Only a small part of their people are left in the West. They are going to need this as the Soviet army is huge. 

Looking back on Napoleon’s invasion of Russia, which turns out as a failure. Because, they have lots of space and its gets very cold and he underestimates this, which is something Hitler does not want to deal with. The massive preparations are taking place, as a result. 

Hitler is convinces that the conquest of the Soviet Union will be quick and easy (9-12 weeks). They plan to use the blitzkrieg territory and take over quickly. They plan to make it to the major cities by the end of the summer and then they will have won. So these plans are well underway.

So how could Stalin be surprised by this? Part of this comes down to misinformation, the Germans spreading different rumors. What Stalin is especially worried about is Britain and Germany making peace and turning against the USSR. A lot of the stories that he hears have to do with this. He believes that the British are trying to trick him to build up his armaments and start a war with Germany. What Hitler is really going to do is threaten war and then force concessions, and he would be up for that. He has good reasons for thinking this. The concrete evidence of this shows that the German armaments and people are moving to Poland, but no one is shipping any winter clothing or details. So many of these things add to his ideas. 

In the Summer of 1941, increasingly the people around him are trying to convince him that the German will invade, but Stalin does not want to hear this. The British have broken to inscriptions that the Germans have, and know what is going on. So, they bring the Soviet ambassador to London to tell him what is happening. It is so specific that the ambassador that he realizes that this is not a ruse. Stalin does not want to hear this. His two commanders stress that this is going to happen and want him to at least prepare the Soviet forces in the West for an invasion. By moving Eastwards as they have, he has undermines the defensive strategy before, by trying to isolate themselves. 

Churchill = Stalin’s generals were the most outwitted people as far as foresight was concerned

The initial onslaught is devastating, according to plan. They storm through on three fronts. They bypass large amounts of Soviet army and capture 3 million soldiers. It looks like it is all over. However, the initial plan is too ambitious. They haven’t done enough because the USSR is too big. By August, they realize that they screwed themselves over. If the winter sets in, then the Soviet army can regroup and there is a serious battle to be had. This is essentially what happens. The Soviet army survives, managing to retreat and are well organized. When the German advance slows down, they have time to regroup.

One of the reasons that the advance becomes less is because they are so far from their centers of command and supplies, and all the railways are destroyed. The front that they advance towards is also getting wider, meaning that the Soviets are fighting against smaller units and concentrations of people. The German advance bogs down. They get very far, but they don’t make it to Leningrad or Moscow because they have exhausted themselves. They are then in a bad situation. It is strange because in simple terms it has been an amazing military success, but not successful enough. It is enough that a lot of people could convince themselves that all is not lost. By 1942, the Soviet army is regrouping and recruiting. One of the things it has going is the authority of the Soviet state because they can get their economies and people to be working towards the war effort, as a result of the police state. They move hundreds and thousands of factories Eastwards so that the Germans will not get their hands on the industrial bases. 

1942 is the decisive year. In the spring, Hitler wants to go back on the offensive, however they are spread so thinly, and they decide to go for the South to Stalingrad. They make it there and this is the battle of Stalingrad, where the German army get there in summer 1942 and it is a bloody battle. Soviet defenders don’t even have enough guns to fight. The Soviets use the blitzkrieg strategy against the Germans, because they are stretched too thinly. 

The Germans spend the next two years getting slowly pushed back to Germany. 

HITLER’S IMPERIAL WAR

-Why did he open up the Eastern front?

He does this because he ultimately believes that there should be a land-based German empire that should rival British sea-empire. The largest autarkic empire in the world, the be a global power. While the military planning is going on, the civilian side are making plans with what happens to the territory that they will conquer. There are many plans, one of the common threads: have to get rid of all the people that are living there now because Germans will settle there. Maybe some will stay for slave-labor. They are trying to decide how to get rid of them, speaking about them in practical terms. Soviet cities would be destroyed, to make an agricultural hub for Germans. 

That is what they set about doing when they make advances. They believe they should starve them to death (The Hunger Plan), where they will take away all food. The big exception is the Jewish population, where they make efforts to eliminate them. This is the case in Leningrad. During the winter, the Soviets can replenish the city. It is estimated that 1/3 of the population die from either starving or freezing to death.

Another way that they kill people is prisoners of war. They are treated abominably, especially in the winter. 

Final Solution:

-Getting rid of the Jewish population. This starts to be put in place in 1941. In the 3 million Jews in Poland are killed, and 6 million in all. 

1) Valuable to skew our perspective of WWII against Germany. If we stand back and look at the sheer numbers, it does not have a large perspective on Germany, the Eastern front does. There are the highest casualties in the USSR than any other country in the war. About 1/8 of the Soviet population is wiped out. It becomes known in the Soviet Union as the ‘Great Patriotic War’ against fascism.

2) The East is where Hitler’s lunacy starts. There are a lot of people that are happy with the Germans coming, but Hitler cannot set aside his racial ideas when they are willing to help the Germans. He makes it very clearly a war of elimination, making everyone fight against Hitler, instead of with him, even if the people hate Stalin and want to fight with fascism.

3) The massive loss of life, it is deliberate policy, not accidental (Nazi Plan)

4) This is a colonial battle – aspects of this war are unique and stand out, but the underlying components are the culmination of trends such as anti-seminist, social-darwinist and colonial ideas that had pervaded for a long time. These components are extremely common and popular perspectives in the industrial world as a whole, which is why the interesting consequences of the Holocaust, cause a shift in morals of the Western world, in an important way, introducing tolerance. The support for imperialism and colonialism is going to drop tremendously. Some people would argue that the things that people found so hard about Nazi-ism, is that they took to the colonial mentality and applied them to white people, which really horrified people.
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Strategic Bombing and the Use of the Atomic Bomb
Guernica = first civilian German bombing


-Terrorize populations


-Experimentations

-Denounced by Western world, League of Nations outlaws deliberate targeting of civilian population centers by aerial bombardment

-European armies are creating bombers, following the idea of the Germans. Everyone is saying that it should not be done, but getting prepared for it. The fear of strategic bombardment is very similar to the existential fear of atomic bombing after the war.

1) Ethical and moral concerns over strategic bombing overridden – all belligerent in WWII use it to the extent of their capabilities.

There is a widespread sense of popular outrage on strategic bombardment. Roosevelt makes a public request to the leaders of the belligerent powers, to refrain from human barbarism of bombing populous centers. The leaders of the European powers say that they will not do so. All sides quickly abandon this. It begins with the French defeat in June 1940 and the British army flees across the Channel and in Britain. They are temporarily facing Germany alone. 

The Battle of Britain is when the German air force attack British cities. Hitler genuinely issues orders not to hit civilian targets initially. However, the initial impetus for both sides violating their restrictions against it, starts when bombers deviate from plans, and then the British retaliate. By late 1940, all bets are off and strategic bombardment begins. 

The evolution of this attitude on the part of the British is very clear. German city of Cologne was bombed continuously. The Americans are making huge amounts of bombers and bombs for the war. Every side is doing this, not only British. It is only one sided because the UK and US have technological advance over the Axis powers. 

Roosevelt who stated that this was an outrage before, the moral and ethical debate shifts to whether it is okay to bomb in the first place, and then area and then precision bombing. US against area bombing, which is very inaccurate and can kill civilians more easily. The British did this because they lose too many bombers in the day and only fly at night and do aerial bombing. They cannot replace the bombers as quickly as they would be losing them during the day. Roosevelt agrees with the UK, but the American bombers themselves want precision bombing, and fly during the day. They have much better accuracy as a result. 

In terms of the consequences: the land war in primarily between Germany and the Soviet Union. The combined Western armies though do not land on Germany until 1944. Most of the war is aerial between them. Germany loses the capability to use aerial bombardments on the British by 1941. The British killed most of the civilians by aerial means, in Germany and the lands they occupied. In terms of the fighting, there is a large causality rate in the bomber crews. 

2) Strategic bombing supremacy went to the most technologically advanced countries.

Technological superiority is important in supremacy in aerial bombardments. An example before the atomic bomb is the new bomber that the Americans unveil, the B-29. It is something that air force puts a huge amount of investment in. They spent $3 Billion designing, testing and building it. They believe it so important that they begin to build it before they have tested it. It can fly much higher than all the other bombers and much further. It will really transform the war, hoping for fewer casualties. They are all assigned specifically. The B-29 can reach Japan, so they are all assigned for the Pacific theatre. The first thing they try is to fly them and base them in India. 

In late 1944, they position the B-29s on the Mariana Islands, from where they can reach Japan. Curtis LeMay takes command of the B-29 bombers and is charged in 1945 to take the strategic bombardment of Japan. He changes this with a drastic method – flying the bombers much lower, really low, switching to incendiary bombs.

The culmination of this is the firebombing of Tokyo on March 10, 1945, where 50% of the area of Tokyo is burnt to the ground. It is the single largest and costliest of bombings in history. 

3) Use of atomic bomb a direct and logical culmination of the United States’ strategic bombing campaign against Japan.

Dropped in early August 1945. Firstly, there is the fact that there is surprisingly little debate amongst the American political and military leaders about whether to use it or not. Beforehand, there was hardly anyone that they should use it. The Manhattan Project is the other major technological gamble, using $2 Billion on it for its conception. There is the assumption throughout the project that it will be used. By 1944, they plan to use it on Japan. It is cheaper, because they will send only one bomb for one city. 

Secondly, the justification beforehand is that it will be much easier to use and avoids the use of many soldiers. After the use of it, you see Truman saying that it saved American soldier lives, with the number increasing for a long time. One thing to think about – is it okay to spare 500,000 of your own country’s soldiers at the expense of many civilians. Also, he is completely making this number up. It us a huge estimation. 

-Strategic bombardment and atomic question in one – doctrine of war that changes international politics, how war will be fought and the preparations for aerial bombardment and strategic considerations have huge ramifications on politics, bringing about considerations for preparations (airfields, resources and what countries to ally with). 

-Despite this, the use of atomic weaponry has the same dialogue today as did when strategic bombardment was being discussed in 1939, which becomes such a new paradigm for fighting.

-Example: Vietnam war, strategic bombing hugely used

-One person impressed from atomic bomb is Stalin. His first of all feeling of being cheated of atomic bomb secret, allows his desire for it to grow. Since that the Soviet Union needs to catch up on this, and causes what happens afterwards.
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The Grand Alliance

The USSR, Britain and USA together, with all others in the alliance, outweigh the Axis forces in all. Once the USSR and USA expand in the war, they overcome any problems they had before. Therefore, it is somewhat inevitable that they win out. They have a more well functioning alliance than the Axis as well. Their coordination is very productive. 

Anglo-American partnership, 1940-1942

The Big Conferences

-Atlantic Charter, August 1941


-Roosevelt & Churchill

-Tehran Conference, November 1943


-Roosevelt, Churchill & Stalin

-Yalta Conference, February 1945


-Roosevelt, Churchill &Stalin

Potsdam Conference, July-August 1945


-Truman, Churchill/Attlee & Stalin

A lot of people throughout the 20s and 30s have discussed that the Americans and British should come together as a world power. It does not really come to pass in the 1930s, though there is quite a bit of social harmony between them. However, their political policies differ. The British remain firmly committed to their imperial strategy, and the Americans are committed to their isolationism. This means that the free trade and anti-colonial ideas in the US divide them.

Things change with the fall of France, the other pillar of the major powers. The Americans then realize that Britain is all that’s left. The major parts of the European territory belong to fascists or socialists, and the Americans gain some solidarity for the Americans. Churchill promises that Britain will continue to fight Germany alone if they need to, which appeals to the sympathy of the US people. In late 1940, there is a large change in public opinion in American ideas, showing that they should probably help out their own (British). So even before Pearl Harbor (December 1941), in practical terms, there is an alliance, though the US is still publicly neutral. In December 1940, Roosevelt declares his intention to make the US an, ‘arsenal for democracy’, that the US cannot afford to stay out of the war. Throughout the war, the US’ main contribution is its industrial power and productivity, for its own army, but enough to supply the British and the Soviet Union… The American government takes a very interventionist policy to do this. 

Atlantic Charter

The goal for the end of the war is similar to Wilson’s Fourteen Points, which is signed up in August 1941 (though the US is still neutral at this point). It also reveals the underlying tensions between Britain and the US, where Britain is still dedicated to imperial goals and strategy (retaining preferential trading network with its colonies). So one of the side agreements is that Britain starts to remove some of the preferential agreements, making it easier for American trade. In hindsight, the US already eclipsed Britain in terms of its geopolitical power, though people didn’t realize it at the time. The seniority of the partnership begins to change. There is quite a bit of language of self-determination and is more universal. 

‘The United Nations’ – Churchill uses this as of 1942

The most prominent part of the Allied side, save the Soviets, is the military integration of the soldiers. There is also deep cooperation on the economic side as well. As well, in the realm of scientific research (Manhattan Project), also the cracking of the German code (Polish and British collaboration). 

The Soviet Union joins the alliance, 1942-1945

In June-July 1941, when the German invasion of the USSR begins, Britain offers alliance with the Soviet Union. Iran is invaded to allow for there to be a way in which to transport supplies. Especially after the Americans come into the alliance, the British and American deliveries to the Soviets allow them to carry on in the latter years of the war to allow them to recover. 

There are many positive portrayals during the war of Russia.

Tehran Conference, 1943

They reaffirm their goal to complete defeat of Germany. There will be an unconditional surrender. They agree to prioritize the defeat of Germany, over the defeat of Japan. The alliance is extremely substantial. The main source of tension is Soviet impatience of the opening up of a Western front, until 1944. Between June 1941-1944, the Soviet Union kills 93% of all German soldiers killed, so they are basically doing all the fighting, while the Americans and British are not fighting. 

The other notable agreement made at the conference is that Stalin promises to declare war on Japan after the Germans are beaten. This is because the Japanese only chose to declare war on the Americans, and did not declare war on the Russians. 

Yalta Conference

The discussion is turning into planning for the post-war in Europe. They believe that they are clearly going to beat Germany. The agreements they make are significant. They agree on four-power occupation of Germany (3 + France at the British insistence). The Germans will be allowed to have democratic elections. They also move Poland westward at Germany’s expense. The fate of Eastern Europe is spoken about.

And underlying tension between the West, is the British imperial concern. They agree that they will create a new international organization, to replace to League of Nations, to ensure collective security in the world. The major powers will all be in this organization (US & Soviets). He believes that there should be four powers to act as ‘policemen’ – the 3 powers and China.

Potsdam Conference

Takes place in the defeated German city of Berlin. Truman replaces Roosevelt and Attlee replaces Churchill. One of the points of contention is the atomic bomb. Stalin actually already knows about the nuclear technology much before Truman. 

There is a large blotting out of Polish interests, which has people very concerned. Stalin believes that people should be able to impose their own ideas (any army that takes over can impose their own policies), which contradict with the ideas before.

Strains appear in the alliance, 1945 
Britain, US and Soviet – there is still a substantial agree of cooperation. There is an idea later on about, why should this cooperation not continue – and there is no apparent show that the strains that appear in the Cold War will come about.

It is by no means inevitable that the Cold War will come about.
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AN ENFORCED PEACE: THE FOUNDING OF THE UNITED NATIONS AND THE BRETTON WOODS SYSTEM

They are conscious about what went wrong in 1919 and knew how they should act differently, and what they should mimic. There is an effort to analyze history in this way. As such, the US is going to take an active role in the maintenance of peace. 

Major Conferences/Meeting

-Atlantic Charter, Atlantic Ocean, 14 August 1961


-Economic matters seen as inherent global peace initiative

-Dunbarton Oaks, Washington DC, August-October 1944

-San Francisco, April-June 1945

-Bretton Woods, June-July 1944

Political Tract

-The United Nations

Economic Tract

-The Bretton Woods System (IMF, World Bank, GATT)

-The creation of institutions and rules to govern international affairs in both the political and economic spheres

-Economic stability, along liberal capitalist lines, seen as vital to global peace and security

-Tension between the notion of human rights and state sovereignty – which takes precedence

-Tensions between small countries and great powers, linked to the tension between liberal idealism and Realpolitik

-The United States in a dominant position

The United Nations

The United Nations idea is a direct descendant of the League of Nations. All the governments of the world deemed fit will have permanent representation and try to avoid conflict in the future. It is also fundamentally different, with a growing sense of a determined and more idealistic liberal internationalist idea. Roosevelt coined the term ‘UN’ in January 1942. 

The first UN declaration (1944) was part of an alliance during the war of 20 nations, to ensure equality in democratic governments. 

In terms of the creation of the UN organization happens during Dubarton Oaks conference, where the plans are drawn up. At the second conference at San Francisco, when the UN is officially created there are things that change. At Dunbarton Oaks, it is a lot more exclusive and do the major parts of business amongst themselves without the smaller nations. They only start to expand later. The US insists that the Chinese government should be brought in on this, with the Soviets, UK and the US. However, they are only brought in afterwards. 

The second characteristic of Dunbarton Oaks takes a more pragmatic and practical turn (not as idealistic). They want to try and divorce it from politialization (to leave it to the experts to hash it out, not governments). Human rights are not even brought in because they think it is nonsense and idealistic. This contradicts the Atlantic Charter and the UN Declaration, but the inspirational propaganda brought about on the Allied side. 

1) General Assembly

2) Security Council


-Some nations will have permanent membership of the Security Council and 
others on a rotating basis (obviously US, Soviets & UK)

3) International Secretariat


-Led by a Secretary-General

Not just an intermittent regulator, or a conference or meeting, but be involved in regulating international affairs all the time.

4) International Court of Justice

One of the major areas for disagreements is the idea for veto power on the Security Council. They disagree with how it will work. Beforehand, in the LoN, there needed to be a unanimous decision in the SC. Therefore, veto power is a recipe for inaction. The Soviets believe they should be allowed to veto situations they are involved in, whereas the others disagree. The other major issue is that the Soviets argue that all 16 constituent republics in the USSR should be allowed to join as independent countries (giving the USSR 17 seats in the GA). They end up resolving it, when Poland is sacrificed to Soviet puppet government, while the USSR drop both of these aforementioned concerns.

At the San Francisco conference, the UN is actually founded and announced. There are still negotiations to be done. There is much wider participation there, 50 initial signatories to UN Charter. There are the efforts of smaller countries to change language and character of what is given from Dunbarton Oaks. They see that it looks very much still like the League of Nations, and would like to protect smaller countries in this new system. They would like more language involved in human rights and universal values. In the San Francisco conference, there is quite a pronounced antagonism between representatives of smaller powers and larger powers. 

The end result of the San Fran negotiations are that the main substance written up at Dunbarton Oaks is unchanged, but the language and power of GA is strengthened. This then gives smaller countries the chance to bring issues to the attention of the UN. It is worth noting that the human rights and state-oriented language both remain, which becomes a major issue afterwards (example: sovereignty issues). The language of the Charter is made more inspirational than its pragmatic beginning. 

Bretton Woods System
The representatives of 29 different countries come together to make a new financial order. John Maynard Keynes and Harry Dexter White hash out many of the important details before the conference. The purposes are a consequence of Keynes’ arguments beforehand. His basic notion that economic instability leads to war, is very influential after WWII (high reparations on Germany ( WWII). The economic aspect therefore is seen as a compliment to the UN. The other notable thing of it, is that the US is joining into this fully. It marks a major departure from old isolationism of US. 

The two key institutions that are created are the IMF and World Bank. The World Bank would be supported by all economic powers. It would be able to lend money to countries at low rates for rebuilding – long-term infrastructural projects. These are projects that the private sector would probably not give money for. They have chiefly in mind the European powers that will need money for reconstruction (especially Germany). This is the complete opposite of the reparations in 1919. 

The IMF is made to try and get back all the good aspects of the gold standard, without the bad parts of it. So the IMF is trying to regain the advantages of fixed exchange rates, while ensuring flexibility in policy. It has the major powers giving money and gold to the IMF, and the US dollar will peg its currency to gold, and other currencies will peg their currencies to the dollar. The job of the IMF then is to be in a position to lend emergency money (short-term), so that they can weather the crisis and not go off the gold standard. And, if things get very bad, they can revalue their currency, with the management of the IMF. It should then be more stable and less chaotic.

It is worth noting that the IMF solution was against the Keynesian ideas – he had a much more ambitious trade in mind, in which trade would be managed and the Americans did not agree. They believed the IMF would be simpler. It is also no coincidence that Keynes’ scheme would not give favor to the US (trade balance would not be good for them, seeing as they have a HUGE share in global trade). 

Though they are a creation of a multilateral system, the US power is very obvious in this international order.

Conclusions

-New era of international politics – unprecedented institutionalization

-Question of human rights vs. state sovereignty left unresolved

-Economic stability deemed integral and vital to global peace and security

-Centrality of United States is clear

-World the new institutions empower smaller countries, or formalize American hegemony?

