A Window on Sociopathic Crime: The Impact on the Public and the Legal Profession: “The Olson Case”
My background
· 1973-1981 over a 100 Murder trials both Crown and Defense
· Several high profile murder cases
·  Regina v. Elery Steven Long
· 1975 shotgun murder Sgt. Ed Mckay in Delta
· Regina v. Otto John Hovath
· 1977 Baseball bat murder of mother in Burnaby
· Regina v. Gary Francis Marcoux
· 1976 sexual slaying of 9 year old Jeanne Doove- Mission
Olson was the key witness against Marcoux in his murder trial I was Crown Counsel prosecuting the Marcoux case
Defining sociopathic Behaviour
· Sociopathy is not a mental illness but a personality disorder
· Early definitions were “moral imbecile” in the 1030’s, then psychopath, then sociopath, and then anti social personality disorder
· DSM V 2013 has confirmed the term anti social personality disorder which is the term that’s been in use for 20 years
· I will use sociopath in our discussion
Personality
· Is the individual characteristics pattern of thinking, feeling, and acting
· For the majority of us it’s relatively distictive and consistent
…
Sociopaths
· Are lacking:
· Conscience,
· Empathy,
· Compassion,
· Fear/ stress
· Sense of responsibility
· The degree and combination is unique to the individual
· Possess:
· Narcisstic behavior
· Huge ego
· Are pathological liars
· Are highly energetic, “on the go”
· Recognize they are “ different”, not like others
· Camouflage or hide their differences
The Classic Example of Sociopathy is Clifford Olson
· Born January 1, 1941
· Quite school in grade 7/8
· Was somewhat dyslexic
· Was cloacal- in sexual terms didn’t distinguish between anus and vagina
· Was bisexual in modern term
· “Olson seemed to exude a magnetism toward children, women and dogs” Joan Olson
Clifford Olson’s Juvenile History:
· 4 years old
· Abducting a child between 10/12 years old
· Police were very familiar with Clifford
· Was often involved in theft, assault and sexual assault, absenteenism from school
· Forced sex with several girls when he was a young teen between 13/15
Olson’s Criminal Record as an Adult
· Received his first adult conviction in 1957 (had been committing crimes for 10 years)
· Olson was a “runner”, escapse artist in the early years
· Olson had 103 criminal covictions including 11 murders
· The non murder charges gave him about 500 years of sentences
Arrested August 1981 (age 41) and was continuous in custody until his death in 2012
Clifford Olson: Criminal History- without convictions
· From age 17 Olson was at large 1400 days (3.8 years)
· Based on his known conduct, Olson could be responsible for the following additional crimes:
· Up to 40 homocides
· Up to 1,000 -1, 500 sexual assaults
· Up to 10,000 property crimes
· Despite this activity Olson was not known to the authorities as a violent person
Meeting Clifford Olson
· RDS interviews Olson at BC Penitentiary as the prime witness Regina v. Marcoux 1976
· Olson the “Snitch” in BC Penitentiary Penthouse the highest segregation housing sexual offenders and informers
· Was asked by Marcoux to provide an alibi for the day of the murder
· Following Marcoux’s conviction one of the police investigators asked Olson why he obtained the confession: Olson snapped back “we can’t have kooks like that on the street”
· Once Olson was released he brought all his criminal charges to RDS with Legal Aid appointments
Legal Aid Appointments (1981)
· There were 10 to 18 legal appointments for various charges at the time I agreed to act for Olson on the murder charges
· Legal aid appointments were made without confirmation and became a focal point in the civil suit against Clifford, his wife Joan, McNeney the trust lawyer for Joan and RDS
High Profile/Sensational Cases
· Creates interference and problems dealing with the criminal case:
i. Media
ii. Police treatment
iii. Public and political reaction
· 1980 a number of children were reported missing
· RCMP were downplaying there was a serial killer
· Media and the public demand and hysteria increasing
· RCMP territorial jurisdictions operating separately
· Summer 1981 fear mounted
Olson’s Arrest
· August 12, 1981 near Tofino with two young girls
· RCMP Special O and JFO (surveillance) had followed Olson from Vancouver- watched him pull a couple of scams on the Ferry
· Charged with impared driving
· Air transported to Vancouver Taken to Burnaby RCMP cells
· There were a number of outstanding warrants for minor offenses
· Olson shuffled from one RCMP Detachment to another in Surrey
· Chilliwack Court Olson is remanded for psychiatric assessment
The Interrogation
· RCMP had enough charges to hold Olson indefinitely
· Olson questioned by two man teams continuously for days without confessing
· Olson phones RDS 2 or 3 times a day towards the end of the 2 week period
· Police guarantee a mental facility
Payment for Bodies Deal
· RCMP offer $10,000 for each body Olson discloses to them RDS- Reply: Once they have paid you all of the money they will kick you in the ass and say we have to get this money back to the bank.
· Inspector Larry Proke (my key police witness in Regina v. Hovath) calls with formal confirmation that RCMP will pay $100,000 to recover bodies and want to proceed now
· Proke discussed only with formal agreement 
· Staff Sgt. Arnie Nylund calls to address details
Trust Agreement
· Trust is a stranger than fiction
· Drawing the Trust Agreement- McNeney’s office
· Olson signs and acknowledges that his instructions to make this agreement would probably result in his imprisonment for life
· “The Hook” – Joan Olson instructs her lawyer to pay RDS as a retainer for the Judy Kozma murder
· B.C. Attorney General Alan Williams authorized payment the Solicitor General gives instructions to recover funds
· Attorney General gag order to media
· Olson’s “freebie”
Preparing for Trial
· Psychiatric Assessments
· Crown identifying recovered bodies
· Presumption of Innocence
· Case consisted of 2 weeks of statements that did not amount to outright confessions- Trial slated for 3 months
· RDS and office under attack by public and peers
· The Plea
· Olson appeals plea- Denied
Civil Trial against the Lawyers and the Olsons
· 7 of 11 families of the deceased children sue Dec 1, 1982
· Seek order that the Trust Agreement transaction was a fraudulent conveyance, fraudulent preference, and unlawful conspiracy to injure the plaintiffs (the parents)
· Judge’s decision
Fall Out
· Media pillorying lawyers during civil trial
· September 1984 Law Society Discipline Community re client in the media, exploitation of client and of your role as a Lawyer, breach of confidentiality
· April 1985 Law Society D.C require explanations re breach of duty, Legal Aid Retainer, Breach of trust re $100, 000 and misrepresentation as Olson’s lawyer on attendance at Kingston Penitentiary
· Costs of Civil Trial against all defendants (estimated $150,000)
· Similar complaints vs James McNeney
· Income Tax Act charge against McNeney
· Revenue Canada audits RDS & Law Firm
Lawyers Appeal
· Court of Appeal reverses Trial Judge/ Supreme Court of Canada denies Leave Application
· Per curiam Judgment of Court of Appeal 
· Payment to McNeney to Rcmp not made as compensation for deaths of children
· Payment to obtain Evidence
· Leave to Appeal to Supreme Court of Canada denied July 31, 1986
· The end of Law Society issues
Olson’s Incarceration in Kingston Penitentiary
· RCMP negotiates
· Wash. State Police- Transactional Immunity
· Peter Worthington, Toronto Star
· Melvin Belli- possible California Immunity 1991
· Continuously in conflict with authority and was grieving each punishment- Warden Epp at Kingston describes Olson as “the most litigious inmate in the history of the correctional service.”
· Near Escape
· Corresponding to people around the world 
· Claimed to have knowledge of 911
The Book
….
Crime Wave- Tsunami
· Justice expedited to prosecute
· Financial impact for RDS
· The wave of devastation for the families
· The impact on society of a sociopath
Ending
The wave of damage is like the “pebble in the pond”- the nearer the impact point the larger the ripple which then continues and impacts all the surface of the pond.
“One does not escape unscathed from an encounter with a sociopath.” – Robert D. Shantz
