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· Franz Ferdinand, Heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne was murdered by member of the Black Hand Gavrilo Princip in Sarajevo, June 28th 1914
· July 23, 1914: A-H dispatched an ultimatum to Serbia with certain demands to be met.
· Consisted of three points:
· Serbian government should suppress all anti Austrian activities in Serbia, Dismiss all officials distributing it.
· A-H officials be permitted to aide in the work of suppression, The punishment of the conspirators
· Demand a response by 48 hours
· The Serbs yielded to most of the demands, but they didn’t want A-H to have any part of punishing the conspirators. 
· As they said that, they prepared to go to war. 
· The A-H deemed the answer of the Serbs to be unsatisfactory and evasive. 
· On July 28th Austro-Hungary declares war against Serbia
· A-H counted on German support and Russian non-intervention.
· Russia was confident of French aid
· Raymond Pointcare, French president was in St Petersburg at the time on a state visit to Russia. 
· He assured Russia of Franco-Russian solidarity
· The Russians at this point prepared for mobilization.
· Germany is not concerned with Serbia but rather with Russia
· Germany didn’t like Russian mobilization, and this meant that hostilities between Germany and Russia were inevitable
· Kaiser Wilhelm II contacted Czar Nicholas II entreating him earnestly to withdraw his mobilization.  
· July 29th, Nicholas II suspends his order of mobilization. 
· Someone (maybe Rasputin?) changed his mind to renew mobilization on July 30th
· Wilhelm II offers Nicholas II 12 hours to stop his mobilization. 
· He waited 24 hours
· On August 1st, Wilhelm II announced that a state of war existed between Germany and Russia. 
· Meanwhile, France was mobilizing their troops quietly (July 30th)
· Germany demanded a statement of policy from France
· The French didn’t give them a clear answer.
· As a result, Germany declared war on France on August the 3rd.
· What about Britain?
· Edward Grey (British Foreign Minister) faced a dilemma.
· He wanted to help the French (Entente Cordiale)
· However, public opinion in Britain was against the war.
· At this point, Germany demanded from Belgium (a small neutral country) permission to march it’s armies through Belgium to attack France
· Britain warns Germany and says you cannot march through Belgium without bringing on War with Britain
· August 4th: Britain is at war
· Within a week 5 great powers are at war. 
· Italy? Italy deserted the triple alliance and argued that Germany and A-H were on an offensive war and Italy would only fight if it was a defensive war
· Japan joins in and declares war on Germany on August 23, 1914
· Ottoman-Turks did not join the central powers until Nov. 5th, 1914.
· Each participant tried to justify the war to its citizens.
· The war on Land between 1914-1917: The Western Front
· The German plan was to destroy the French armies in the west. They were to advance 5 German regiments through Belgium and Northern France. The intention was to sweep past Brussels and carry on from there until they reached south of Paris. 
· Another German force was going to herd the French forces to the Alsatian frontier to pound the French forces into smithereens.
· The Belgians resisted the German invasion. 
· Nevertheless, The Germans swept through Belgium and drove the French forces with a British force away, getting within 50km of Paris. 
· September 6-12th French Army checked the German advance. Called the battle of the Marne (Sept. 6th-12th, 1914) 
· The Germans had hoped to capture Dunkirk, Calais and Boulogne to cripple communications to the British.
· They failed; they were blocked by the British at the battle of Ypres. 
· By the end of 1914, the struggle in the west had changed from a war of movement to a war of position. A war of Trenches.
· The German lines were attacked in March 1915 by the British, and more than 13,000 Germans were killed in the battle.
· In April 1915 the Germans surprised the Allies with clouds of Poison gas but the attack was a failure. 
· Battle of Verdun: more than 250,000 German forces killed in that battle, it cost 500,000 allied lives. However, the allies were able to hold Verdun. 
· When 1917 rolled around there was a stalemate. 
· The Eastern Front
· The Russians were the first to mobilize and with unexpected rapidity they were able to invade and seize East Prussia. 
· To check their advance, Kaiser Wilhelm II called from retirement a German general by the name of Paul Von Hindenburg.
· Hindenburg was a genius Military strategist. He defeated the Russians at the battle of Tannenburg. 
· This was the most decisive victory of the war for the Germans. They took more than 90,000 Russian prisoners and 200 artillery pieces. This was an enormous loss for the Russians
· Yet, the Russians, while they were being defeated at Tannenburg decided to attack Galicia (Poland) and captured 100,000 Austrian Prisoners.
· When Von Hindenburg came to the rescue of the Austrian Prisoners, the Russians were driven away from Galicia and with catastrophic losses for Russia: Over 1000000 prisoners lost. 
· The Germans were quite victorious on the Eastern Front. 
· In 1915 Greece decided to join the allies. 
· Bulgaria in October 1915 joined the central powers, ready to attack Serbia. 
· Germany and A-h dominated the Balkans and secured direct communications with Turkey
· The central powers cut Russia off from communication with its allies by blocking the Baltic and the black sea. 
· The allies under Winston Churchill prepared an attack to seize the straits of the Dardanelles and the Bosphorus.
· Churchill decided to attack in Gallipoli in 1915-1916, which would open the straits for Britain to help Russia.
· Both attacks were failures; people thought that Churchill’s career was over. 
· In return, the British were attacked by Germany and the Turks at the Suez Canal but twice the Germans were defeated. 
· On May 23 1915, Italy enters the war on the side of the Allies, in exchange for land in Austria upon victory. 
· 1916: Sykes-Picot agreement partitioned the Ottoman Empire amongst the Allies, and it was secret. Constantinople went to Russia. Syria and Lebanon went to France. Palestine was international. Mesopotamia was to be British. 
· Nov. 2, 1917: Balfour declaration: Promised the Jewish people a home in Palestine. 
· In August 1916, Romania decided to join the allies, whereupon the central powers overran and seized Romania. 
· By the end of 1916 the central powers controlled Belgium, Northeastern France, the Russian parts of Poland, Serbia, Montenegro, and most of Romania
· Except for the battle of Verdun, the central powers were winning the land war by the end of 1916. 
· The War at Sea
· At sea, the allies had applied their superior naval forces with immediate effect.
· All ships flying the flags of the Central Powers were captured, sunk, or driven into port. 
· The British blockaded enemy territory
· The British seized contraband (war materials)
· British seized all material useful in the prosecution of the war. 
· The british were blockading the coast and making it impossible for the Germans to get out of the coastline. 
· Blockade means that they would not allow Ingress (Things coming in) or Egress (Things coming out)
· The allied states and other neutrals protested vigorously against the blockade. 
· Neutral countries were blockaded because the British feared the surplus goods would go to Germany. 
· The Germans felt a state of Siege, morale of the people and soldiers went down. 
· As a result of that, the allies isolated and captured German colonies in Africa and the Pacific.
· Britain and France were able to buy arms from the US
· Germany and Austria Hungary were unable to get arms from the US because of the blockade. 
· Germany’s retaliation was to build submarines to get under the blockades. 
· Early in 1915, the Germans announced that the waters surrounding the British Isles were a warzone. 
· Any British merchant ship around the British Isles could be torpedoed at will
· British ships were sunk daily. The most famous of these was the Lusitania.
· The Lusitania was a passenger liner, and it was torpedoed on May 7th, 1917, bringing about a loss of 1100 Civilian lives. 128 people on the ship were Americans. 
· America was pissed. 
· Torpedoes did not stop allied commerce. 
· Blowing up ships injured the German cause, neutral opinion of the Germans were inflamed. 
· In January 1917, Germany announced a policy of “unrestricted submarine warfare”
· This brought the USA into the war. 
· May 31, battle of Jutland between allies and Central powers.
