POLS 250 NOTES

Week 2:

What is justice?
Answer 1: 
Cephalus: Justice is telling the truth and returning anything borrowed.

Answer 2:
Justice is giving a man his due.  (Still does not get around problem of previous example.
Socrates shows that this example refines the first one but it doesn’t get rid of the example of a deranged man asking for his weapon back.  Needs to be refined.

Answer 3:
Justice is to benefit one’s friends and harm one’s enemies.
Socrates: we could be mistaken (friends might be bad or enemies might be good.)
Points out how fallible we are as human beings. Our view of people change, therefore we cannot implement this.  Polymarchus agrees that his assessment may have been wrong.


Important challenges are now put forth ->
Answer 4:
Thrasymachus: Justice is in the interest of the stronger party.
-> might is right
Socrates: What do you mean by ‘interest’?
Those in power are not infallible.
Therefore, they can make laws that are not in their interests.

Thrasymachus: More trickery!
Just as skilled craftsmen never make a mistake so a skilled ruler never makes a mistake. 

Analogy of ruling being a craft.
Socrates: ”Skill Analogy” : All skills aim at the good of their subjects.
E.g. Medicine -> the skill of the surgeon benefits the patient. 

Ships captain is concerned with the safety of his crew.

True rulers rule in the interest of their subjects [Thasymachus – they rule

to make money and exert control over people.]
Objection to “Skill Analogy’*
Skilled v.s. Unskilled Assassin
A truly unskilled assassin would benefit the subject more.



Answer 5:
Glaucon: Justice is merely a matter of convenience.
Which category is Justice in?
1. Justice is good in itself
2. Justice is good only for it’s effects [Glaucon]
People are just because they desire the rewards of being just.
3. Justice is both good in itself and for it’s effects [Plato]
instrumentally and inherently beneficial.
Glaucon presents two major challenges to  Socrates:
Challenge #1: Ring of Gyges (ring that would make you invisible)
How would you behave if you had such a ring?
- probably do things that would be considered unjust
But: punishments stop you from doing these things.
(some people are raised to not part take in such activities due to guilt, people that are highly religious would not part take in this)
Education is a huge part of fostering the sense of justice.
** Illustrates human nature.
Challenge #2:
Choice between just and unjust person.
If people disliked you even if you were just, then you might as well be unjust.

Socrates: you can tackle justice at the level of the individual or at the level of the state.
Justice in the state:
Origin of society
We are not self-sufficient…. Therefore cooperate with others
People have different talents (fishermen, poets, musicians, doctors)
As society increases in wealth and population it is inevitable that war will result… we will need soldiers
Guardians
This class is divided into two categories:
RULERS and AUXILIARIES
Third class are WORKERS [3 classes correspond to gold, silver and bronze]

PHILOSOPHER KINGS
Philosophers seek the truth.
They will do what is best for the community. 
not everyone is capable of grasping the truth when it comes to certain issues.
MANY CONTEXTS WHERE EXPERTISE TRUMPS A DEMOCRATIC DECISION
voice of reason over appetites and desires of the day

How do we ensure that the ‘Guardians’ will rule in the best interests of the community.
Education: system designed to ensure the best philosophers would rule.
It covers not just what you learn in school… but what you learn as a whole during the time of your development from child to adult.

Education is a total training of character -> an Indoctrination! 
It then requires strict regulation of art and literature.
Abolish private property and the family [for the guardians]
Private interests and private affections distract people from their duties to the community.
Eliminate the profit-motive from politics
Family: not only does it distract rulers from a more collective outlook but it is also disadvantageous for women.
Plato did believe in equality of the sexes [radical proposal as women were not citizens in Athens]
State Nurseries should raise children
Solution: State nurseries would permit women to be free from these responsibilities.
This has the advantage of making the breeding of Guardians on scientific lines possible,
Sexual intercourse should be strictly regulated so that suitable ….. ( get it)


Plato is confused about what to ascribe to heredity and what to ascribe to education and training.
In some places is seems that his system is meritocratic. Children are brought up according to aptitude regardless of their class of origin.
But…. In other places Plato suggests that characteristics are inherited.

VIRTUES of the state
1.wisdom:represented by rulers
2. courage: represented by auxiliaries
3. Self discipline: represented by class harmony
4. Justice: each does it’s own thing only.
DO WHAT YOU WERE SUITED TO DO-> THAT IS JUSTICE TO PLATO
elitist view of life.

Plato: Justice
In the state:  rulers, soldiers and workers.
In the individual: reason, spirit (courage) and appetites

return to analogy of the ring of gyges
if a person has a perfect ordering of their 3 internal components  then they are intrinsically good and would not succumb to the ring of gyges.

PLATO’s VIEW OF DEMOCRACY
Rule of all desires, good and bad. Anger and fear of the masses.
Democracy is like a ship without someone in charge with the knowledge of navigation. It has no clear destination. Democracy is not necessarily just, but a just society would be probably be somewhat democratic. Plato believes people are unequal. 
END OF SECTION: THE REPUBLIC
NEW SECTION: THE APOLOGY

Trial of Socrates
3 accusers (meletos, ANytos and Lycon) allege Socrates is guilty of impiety and corrupting the young.

Court: 501 citizens 
Plato is present at the trial.
Decision is majority vote
Stage 1: is he guilty?
Stage 2: what should the punishment be?

Socrates’ defense
Start with older accusations: Socrates is a “busybody who makes the weaker argument the stronger.”
Oracle at Delphi…
Priestess declared “no one wiser than Socrates”.
Socrates knows how ignorant he is -> Is this a riddle???
So he went around and asked wise people powerful questions and they seemed un noticing of their own ignorance.

Socrates not afraid of death.
To fear death is to claim to know something you do not know (i.e. that death is something to fear)!

Eather (a) death is like a good night’s sleep (except you don’t wake up!) 
OR
(b) If there is an afterlife, Socrates will have the chance to converse with the great minds of time.

What is the appropriate punishment?
Socrates’s reply: what is the proper penalty for not having an idle life? He tried to persuade people to be good and wise… he deserves free board in the town hall!
(doesn’t go well in the jury () they choose the death penalty.

FAMOUS SLOGAN: “the unexamined life is not worth living”

In 30 days Socrates is to be put to death by drinking Hemlock.










WEEK 4:

Aristotle’s Ethics: 1 of 3 main philosophical traditions

- How ought I to act? What makes an action right or wrong?
- Virtue Ethics (Aristotle)
- Consequentialism (Bentham and Mill)
- Deontological Ethics (Duty based) (Kant)

Virtue and the “Doctrine of the Mean”
If you hope to preserve victory and the survival of the state then you need to be courageous. If you are a coward you don’t possess courage, this is a vice and it will not be beneficial for your polis.
*The virtuous person will understand balance and context of a situation, when to sit back, when to act.
Temperance: The goal is health. Someone who has the right amount of will power, will not be gluttonous, meanwhile on the other extreme if you deprive yourself to eat then that would be a disorder. Virtue would guide a person to the middle ground. 
Virtue is about having the right disposition.

Before considering Aristotle’s views on justice, we must understand his account of happiness and politics.
Beginning of Nic. Ethics he states: “Every act and every inquiry, and similarly every action and choice, is thought to aim at some good…” (NE 1094a)

Principal of teleology* - All things have a purpose

EXAMPLES
End of medical art is HEALTH
End of shipbuilding is a VESSEL
End of economics is WEALTH
What is the end of “Politics” [the MASTER ART]?

Politics is a Practical, Normative Science
Concerned with the good of humans 
What preserves and destroys cities? What laws and customs would exist in the best kind of political system? 
Central concern: POLIS (Small societies of a few thousand citizens)


What should be placed at the top of the hierarchy of human ends?
Two kinds of goods:
1. Good in itself
2. Things that are useful


Eudaimonia (happiness)
Important to distinguish two different accounts of happiness
Hedonic (pleasurable) enjoyment: getting what you want
Jeremy Bentham: good life = max. these pleasures!
Eudamonia: the experiences enjoyed when one does what is most worthwhile doing [ objective, perfectionist account of happiness]
Happiness is an ACTIVITY [ living a certain type of life]
“since happiness is activity of the sould in accordance with complete virtue so that we might better understand happiness. And it seems the true political expert is concerned most with this, for he wants to make citizens good and obedient to the laws.”
A man can have eudaimonia if he possesses virtue ( excellence )
Virtue is a midway point between 2 extremes, each of which is a vice.

-profligacy – generosity – meanness

-foolhardiness-courage cowardice

-vanity – self respect – self absent

- shamelessness – modesty – shyness
Aristotle, the Politics
- to know the best form of polis, one must know the best life for man.

- a good state is one of which enables men to live the best life.
- And since the best life is the eudaimonic life, and the eudaimonic life is the life lived according to the virtue, the best form of political society will be one that encourages its citizens to live a virtuous life.

Why is a political community necessary to achieve eudaimonia?
- short answer: man is a political animal. It is part of man’s nature to live in political communities.

 - 2 aspects of this:

1. it is the proper forum in which people can satisfy their needs

2. only a best or a god can live apart from such communities.
man requires the fellowship of others, and laws of society, in order to realize his potentialities.

- best and worst of animals.
Because we have reason and self reflection, we create convention. It is both natural and conventional for humans to be political. – Aristotle’s view

Animals can not be as good as we are when we are at our best. But we are the worst animal without society. 
COULD BE ON EXAM
Derek Bok:
people aren’t good judges of what will make them happy, because they concentrate on the immediate response, and the happiness fades, rather than focusing on enduring happiness. What you think of your government has a lasting effect on your happiness. The more faith you have in your government the happier you will be. 
making money does not necessarily make you happier. 
Happiness has not necessarily increased in the US, and GDP has doubled over the last long while. 
More to do with the nature of  communities, perceived health, relationships, helping people makes people happy, feeling liberated rather than oppressed.
Govt can do what?
Limited tings…
try to improve processes
remove money from politics
could sponsor sending out statistics on what is making people happy every year

Experience teaches you something, it helps you guide yourself to the things you find more fruitful in life.
Sigmund Freud said everyone is unhappy.
Even in impoverished areas people are capable of experiencing more happiness than of those in developed societies.

3 things that cause lasting unhappiness
chronic depression
chronic pain
sleep deprivation
mental health


Money & Happiness
Do you think your generation will be much happier than your parents’ or grandparents’ generation?
People who win the lottery do not stay as happy as they were when they won.
Does more wealth = more happiness?

Read:
Elizabeth Dunn. “Spending money on others promotes happiness”
Prosocial spending boosts happiness more than spending on yourself.

Democracy and happiness*
Why vote? (Anthony Downs – irrational!) voting is a cost to a person, it incurs a burden on an individual. A cost benefit analysis must be made. Irrational to take on the time to vote because my one vote will not have an effect. 
What kind of animal are humans?
What if we are a “political” animal, as Aristotle presupposes?

Aristotle and Plato
Both emphasize the importance of contemplation, reason and the soul.
But…..
Plato: more isolated picture – justice is a unitary psychological phenomenon
Plato outlines perfect state, detached from “normal politics”
Aristotle disagrees with his mentor: there is a proper place for political philosophy in the real world.

Aristotle on Justice
Just oerson is not a philosopher contemplating abstract things.
Rather he is an expert in constitutional and legal matters. He can use his expertise to promote the good of ordinary citizens in ordinary cities.
“Man is a political animal” [Politics, 1253a7]

Importance of virtue: context sensitive… how to properly respond to different challenges in different situations.

Two definitions of justice
1. Broad sense equality or proportionality, which comes in 3 kinds (distributive*, corrective and reciprocal)

Justice as lawfulness: Aristotle is aware of this: Justice based on ‘natural law’ and not dependant on huhuman convention. The Greek word ‘nomos’ [law] means more than the enactments of a lawgiver, it also means customs, norms and unwritten laws of a community. 

Equality in distributive justice
When allocating oods: the ratio must be proportionate; so one should treat like cases alike [ but this is not strict equality of distribution, as unlike cases will not get the same]

Injustice: one person has less of something they should have, and another has more. (e.g. honor).

BIG PROBLEM WITH ARISTOTLES FRAMEWORK
his account is very UNEQUAL: does not include women or slaves. [common view for these times]. They have different capacities and functions than male citizens in the Polis.

What is the best constitution?
Constitution defines the governing body.
Why does a city-state come into being? We are “political” animals that want to live together.

Account of correct and deviant constitutions… 
Schema of 6 constitutions: 
- wealth is the primary determinant of political organization (1-3). Every community has rich (few) and poor (majority). Leads to factions [conflict]
- One ruler: if deviant ->tyrant. If correct -> kingship 
- Few rulers: If deviant is an Oligarchy. If correct it is an Aristocracy
- Mnay rulers: if deviant it is a democracy. If correct it is a Polity.
BEST REGIME IS MIXED REGIME : DOMINANCE OF THE MIDDLE CLASS.

WEEK 6:

MIDTERM EXAM MONDAY NOV 5TH   2 HOUR EXAM, EVERYTHING UP TO THE WEEK BEFORE THE EXAM
WORTH 20% of OVERALL GRADE
TWO PARTS EACH 50%

PART 1: MC, SHORT FILL IN BLANKS, IDENTIFY AUTHOR OF PASSAGE
will test your knowledge of the readings.

PART 2: ESSAY QUESTION ON NUSSBAUM’S BOOK “NOT FOR PROFIT”
not pure regurgitation of what the author conveys, think about what parts of the argument are strongest, weakest, demonstrate you have the ability to think critically of her book.

QUICK REVIEW: TWO KINDS OF CONTRACT THEORIES

INTEREST BASED CONTRACT THEORIES: HOBBES
V.S
RIGHT BASED CONTRACT THEORIES: LOCKE, ROUSSEAU, KANT

CRITICS OF THE SOCIAL CONTRACT

HEGEL: state is not a contractual relation…. The state shapes your identity
HUME: “reason is, and ought only be, the slave of the passions”
BENTHAM: talk of natural rights is “nonsense on stilts”.
MARX: rights are the rights of egoistic man

THOMAS HOBBES (1588- 1679)
TOPICS:
Lived a long life, to 91.
Born in 1588. Lived during a time of political instability, conflict between royalists and parliament. Hobbes wrote on the side of the royalists, king dies and he is forced to go to France to continue his research and writing.
Hobbes is reflecting on the legitimacy of the state. He is conservative, wants to avoid instability, but… justification for absolute rule went against the mainstream justification (i.e divine right of kings).
religious foundation is also unstable! Uses scientific approach to political thought and generation of hypothesis. 

ARISTOTLE
eudaimonia
inequality
social

HOBBES
felicity 
equality


Eudaimonia: happiness/flourishing, involves developing virtue (especially our intellectual faculties)

Felicity: satisfy our desires… therefore we seek power, endless insatiable desire for more and more power.

Hobbes’s Rough Equality Clause
because the strongest human being is vulnerable, the strongest human being has a reason to cooperate with society. 
If chickens posed a threat to us we may live with them rather than eat them, but they aren’t.
If you have a superpower that is so strong that they transcend the equality cause, then they may aswell go to war with other countries. If countries are roughly equal, that’s enough to bring in the prospect of peaceful cooperation.





WHY IS THERE SO MUCH CONFLICT?

3 different interpretations:
1 rationality, account of conflict 
2 passions account
3 short sightedness account

RATIONALITY ACCOUNT 3 REASONS:
COMPETITION
DIFFIDENCE: means we are naturally suspicious of others, and naturally see others as threats
GLORY

these 3 result in a situation of war where it is all against all

LAWS OF NATURE
- seek peace when there is reason to believe others will comply
- lay down right to all things
- that men perform their covenants made.

PASSIONS ACCOUNT
First interpretation: too much conflict…. Can’t escape the state of nature
We are disrupted by passion (especially glory)
problems: if we downplay conflict then don’t need state.
still leap from SON(state of nature) to state

SHORT SIGHTED ACCOUNT

Jean Hampton: Think of the SON as an Iterated Prisoner’s Dilemma.. why do people still defect? Some people are unable to look at the long term benefits. There are enough short sighted people that we can’t trust all, because can’t detect them effectively.
Creating a state: way of ensuring that the long term interests are protected.

CRITICAL ASSESSMENT OF HOBBES

- we might accept that a state is necessary, but not any state will do.
- hobbes places too much value on self-preservation [can’t we have security and freedom?!]
- too pessimistic about human nature
- state= monopoly over use of force
- anarchy= use of forces is dispersed
- Michael taylor: community, anarchy and liberty




COMMUNITY
social order requires community
it requires people to have common beliefs and values, that relations between members should be direct and they should be many sided, that there is a reciprocity.


NOTES ON NUSSBAUM’S BOOK

“ She argues that economic growth does not invariably generate better quality of life.”

“My concern is that other abilities, equally crucial, are at risk of getting lost in the competitive flurry, abilities crucial to the health of any democracy internally, and to the creation of a decent world culture capable of constructively addressing the world’s most pressing problems.”

“The focus on schools, colleges, and universities is justified, however, because it is in these institutions that the most pernicious changes have been taking place, as the pressure for economic growth leads to changes in the curriculum, pedagogy, and funding.”

“Moreover, although it is clear that a strong business culture requires some people who are imaginative and critical, it is not clear that it requires all people in a nation to gain these skills. Democratic participation makes wider demands, and it is these wider demands that my primary argument supports.”

Everybody in the society needs to have both a liberal arts education and an understanding of the system of commerce in place & economics. If only a minority are adept in commerce/innovation/economics they will have the upper hand and will be able to take advantage of the rest of the population. It only supports a further disproportionality of wealth in our country as the value of a liberal arts education will be devalued to the point where it is like a highschool education. And therefore, the Canadian government would have to pay for it for everyone. Would this prove to be more of an economic drain than gain?
Furthermore, much of the topic of discussion in political debates is the economy, what measures we should take to help it flourish and so on. The issue with the emphasis on the liberal arts as though they are the supreme answer to all our problems is that people will not be aware of what method to choose in order to see the most economic prosperity. Although it may not seem asthough this is important if the quality of life of all of your citizens is great, it is because your nation is gradually slipping back, quietly falling behind of the other contenders for world power monopoly.


*** “The distribution of access to quality education is an urgent issue in all modern democracies.”

Nussbaum states that “Empirical studies have by now shown that political liberty, health, and education are all poorly correlated with growth.”

Indeed I agree, but it is because of economic growth that countries are able to impose high taxes, because they already have high growth, it curbs their growth, but still remains positive. The high growth is exactly what allows the nation to allocate funds to pay for a better education for all, although they may not do as good of a job as they could have, at least the potentiality for having higher education for all exists, and the ability to have better medicine exists. ECONOMIC GROWTH PAYS FOR HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND SECURITY. THE QUALITY OF EDUCATION IS DEENDANT ON FUNDS.
We must also recognize that even if everyone is educated in the liberal arts it does not mean that they no longer have the ability to act selfishly. Political liberty is always at the mercy of the figurehead, no matter how educated he/she is we must also recognize that power corrupts.
BALANCE IS KEY! THE FORMATION OF A RENAISSANCE MAN IS IDEAL.

Nussbaum questions whether foreign investment is really good for the rural poor. They may not have the skills to be employed in factories, and will have lost their livelihood.

I say ofcourse it is! So long as the country has laws in place that protect it’s citizens from pure exploitation.
The workers may be initially working in a factory, but labor wages will increase as the demand for jobs decreases, since wages were only low because unemployment was high. *Factory labor is not skilled labor.

The most important thing in a society is jobs. If people feel they have a purpose they will feel happy and they will draw confidence from it. It will not create more jobs, and it will make most people unwilling to do their current job. Ignorance is bliss, and the janitor, or construction worker, or manufacturer will be happier is he is not as educated doing his job. If the said worker was qualified for something better and had to settle for something less that would probably diminish his/her own self respect and self value. SO WE EITHER IMPORT LABOR, OR we have a 2 class society where all “citizens” can vote and are entitled to education and all “others” fill in all the blanks and do not reap the same benefits.

SHE DOES NOT UNERSTAND IR VERY WELL
She argues that humanities are important in order to be vigilant and for people to avoid the exploitation of their own government, but she fails to recognize that economic growth and innovation are important to protect your country from exploitation by others.


“ When people think that political debate is something like an athletic contest, where the aim is to score points for their own side, they are likely to see the “other side” as the enemy and to with its defeat, or even humiliation.”

Nussbaum fails to recognize that the same applies to all forms of competition, I.e competition for employment in a society where most people has the same credentials.


“Socratic thinking is important in any democracy. But it is particularly important in societies that need to come to grips with the presence of people who differ by ethnicity, caste, and religion. The idea that one will take responsibility for one’s own reasoning, and exchange ideas with others in an atmosphere of mutual respect for reason, is essential to the peaceful resolution of differences, both within a nation and in a world increasingly polarized by ethnic and religious conflict. “

Agree it is important but if people were taught by their families that all are equals, then this issue would not arise. 

“Swiss educator Johann Pestalozzi took as his target the practice of rote learning and force feeding, ubiquitous in schools of his day. The purpose of this sort of education, as he portrays it, was the creation of docile citizens who, as grown ups, would follow authority and not ask questions.”

just what a government would love.
reminds me of the education system I grew up with.


Cutting funding for education is not bad, it depends what you cut.
Nussbaum complains about the removal of funding of religious programs because they do not meet the “core” requirments of the liberal arts, but a subject like religion should not be endorsed if she wishes to produce a population that is independent of any thinking constraints. Religion does constrain thinking and actually endorses herd like thinking. 







THESIS:




agree with concept of an increased emphasis on liberal arts education and importance of the socratic methoud as to not produce a population that operates like sheep and that are blindly obedient to authority. 

disagree that economic growth does not help improve education, medicine and political liberty. Agree that it is poorly correlated but it is indeed correlated.


-----------------------------------------------------------------
DECEMBER EXAM

-ANCIENT GREEKS SECTION ESSAY
-SOCIAL CONTRACT ESSAY
------------------------------------------------------------------

Two central themes in rousseau
1
Man is by nature good, but he is corrupted and depraved by society. [Contrast with Hobbes]

2
The Authority of the state is compatible with freedom of the individual [general wil]

Discourse on the origin of Inequality*

French revolution – rousseau influenced before the revolution & died
Two sorts of inequality ->

Natural Inequality – (inequalities of the body & mind)
Not preoccupied with this
Preoccupied with moral/political inequality
This is not part of man’s original condition and thus it needs to be explained and justified. [Rousseau’s society – king, aristocracy…]
Major cause of corruption was the creation of private property.

ORIGIN OF INEQUALITY -. READ IN COURSE BOOKLET


Social contract cont

The general will comes from all
Each person is the author of the law.
Rousseau: “being compelled to obey the general will is only forcing someone to be free”
Paradoxical




Rousseau’s state of nature
-Amour de soi [love of self] replaced by Amour propre  
Difficulties in state of nature 
we are hunted
we compete for food
food is hard to find
we need to keep fit
we design tools to fight
we design traps to outsmart

Humans develop….

-Cooperation is beneficial – e.g. hunting together 
- Enter into families/relationships…
- we become more social.. cognitive abilities develop..new commodities, have more leisure time…
LANGUAGE

DECEMBER 18th EXAM!
Question on ancient Greeks 
2 Different Approaches of the social contract – Interest v.s right based 
Why is the Life of man Nasty Brutish and short?
Thomas Hobbes: “nasty, brutish, and short” – Rationality account of conflict: competition, difference and glory, Prisoner’s Dilemma
John Locke: How does the Hobbesian state of nature differ from the Lockian?
consent, private property
DAVID HUME: Hume’s epistemology, Hume’s theory of knowledge 
to him reason is a slave of the passions. The Amoralist can be perfectly rational but what they lack is empathy. Leaders should be hardened emotionally? Natural and Artificial Virtues
The circumstances of justice: If the world was such that natural resources were in complete abundance then we wouldn’t need justice. If the world were such that there were only enough for 10% we would not be in a just and moral world. 
For Hume it’s not the social contract, we started of being governed by self interest and learned that life was better if we cooperate with people. 
GENERAL ADVICE
exercise the virtues – intellectual virtues/habits of mind make life better than if we had ignored those virtues. DETAILS DETAILS – primary sources, lectures, own research. Envision how you could incorporate details in a question.
2nd Term

Thinkers to study:
Rousseau continued…
Edmund Burke (1729-1797)
Mary Wollstonecraft (1759-1797)
Immanuel Kant (1724-1804)

George Hegel (1770-1831)
Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832)
Karl Marx


Social Contract Cont…


What is required?
1. Democracy [sort of]
Not a system where we vote for political parties [that divides society] He does not want people to vote on their own self interests
Laws are made, not in parliament, but at popular assemblies
All people should be authors of the law but not all people should be in charge of administering the law.
Important for Rousseau that all people take part in creating legislation but not in executing it (that would lead to corruption)
Bearing in mind he came from Geneva
*Elected aristocracy – govern in the interest of everyone else
The most upright, intelligent and politically experienced citizens.
They will govern for the interests of all and not their own private interests.
Rousseau endorses a democratic form of sovereignty, but not a democratic form of government.
Sovereign is the supreme authority [made up of all citizens]

2. To ensure everyone identifies with the groups as a whole:
(a) education for civic virtue
(b) civil religion
A diversity of religions should be tolerated, but each citizen should subscribe to the civil religion
5 principles:
benevolent deity; life after death; just will be rewarded/wicked punished;
sanctity of the social contract; sectarian intolerance is prohibited.

(c) Censorship
meant to uphold the public morality (not dictate what it is). Ex. Using seconds is cowardly (seconds were expert swordsmen that would essentialy be a body double in a duel)

3. Reduction of inequality* [necessary to avoid factions]

“No citizen shall ever be rich enough to buy another, and none poor enough to forced to sell himself.”

4. The legislator:
Initially, a figure of superior intelligence is needed to transform men from natural to moral beings.
This lawgiver will shape the institutions that will shape the people.. Then the general will can come into existence and flourish…

FRENCH REVOLUTION
LIBERTE, EGALITE, FRATERNITE – ideas of Rousseau
Liberty: 2 important distinctions
1. Natural and civil [moral freedom]
2. Negative and positive freedom
Natural liberty: the freesom we have in the state of nature [limited only by our powers]
Civil Liberty: limited by the general will
Moral Freedom: obedience to a self-prescribed law is liberty.
Negative v.s. positive Liberty [Berlin]
Negative liberty: freedom as non-interference [John Stuart Mill]
Positive Liberty: Rousseau, Hegel and Marx: Freedom as self-mastery [involves more than the absence of interference]

Example:
# of traffic regulations/rules: Canada v.s. Afghanistan
We would assume Canada is free-er than Afghanistan as a whole, but in some respects Canada is quite restrictive, but has more positive liberty and moral freedom.
FRATERNITY
identification with the general will.
The general will requires the total alienation by each associate of himself and all his rights to the whole community.
Communal perspective contrasts with individualistic assumptions of Hobbes and Locke. 

Critical Assessment:
1. How does this transformation [replace instinct with duty] come about?
The greater the shortcomings. The harder the transformation.
Ideal Legislator??
2. Concerns about majoritarianism [tyranny of the majority]
Limits the majority [ individual rights]
3. Positive Freedom – “force people to be free” [totalitarian?]
4. Authoritarian dimensions of Rousseau’s proposals [civil religion, censorship]
Is it possible to cultivate the strong sense of fraternity that Rousseau envisions and respect liberty?
5. Sexual Inequality, role of women is primarily familial obligations. 

Question for Rousseau and Burke

Arab spring, analyse the American case, let it happen. If quelled it would only re-emerge. Whereas if the French monarchy were to crumble that would bring instability to Europe. 

Is this good for the middle east as a whole, is it good for the world as a whole?

4. “Burke, what is your stance on the Arab spring?”

5. “Rousseau, if equality is finally achieved, what would politics be concerned about then?”

MARY WOLLSTONECRAFT

born in 1759 in london (family problems)
helped run a school (interest in education, especially of girls)
Defended Richard prices support of the French revolution against Burke by publishing A vindication of the rights of man (1790) (initially published anonymously)
1792 travelled to France; met Gilbert Imlayan American Buisnessman and author.. they had a daughter…imlayan left… and Wollestonecraft attempted suicide twice…
1797 married William Godwin

Essay Topic
Nurture: not nature, argued wollestonecraft, is the cause of gender distinctions.
Family is a political institution
Important political values (like equality) should apply to love, romance and the family.
Marriage as a form if friendship: entails a free choice, equality and mutual respect.
Conventional view of marriage actually creates poor wives and dangerous mothers.

Moral progress Requires a Transformation of the relationship between men and women (and the family)
* 19th century women had to get married to get any prestige and power (they were economically dependent on men)
*Legacy of this is still with us in the phrases we use to describe women as “spinsters” or “whores” whereas men are known as “bachelors” or “players”.

Female Education:
Males raised to be rational and independent.
Female’s training “art of pleasing” –how to flirt, display outward obedience, external beauty,… Always seeking the attention of men (sole concern)… eventually become unfaithful!
Current system creates alluring mistresses rather than affectionate wives and rational mothers.
Women are not allowed to develop their rational potential…become trivial creatures concerned with appearances and games.

Wollestonecraft’s dilemma 
1. Grant women the rights of humanity <->2. Fulfill duties of motherhood

1. Women need to become fully human and their morality must be rooted in reason and god rather than their relationships to their bodies.
2. Traditional marriage distracts women from their duties of motherhood because they only care for the men and it could distract them. 

MARRIAGES AS FRIENDSHIPS
produce stronger marriages, better people…
Some womenmay choose to remain single…(but for most women motherhood is a natural calling)

Connection between French Revolution and marriage… phenomenon of arbitrary power.
Women denied formal power in marriage… but still get it through deception and manipulation (lead them to tyrannize children and servants…)
Children grow up with equal parents… conducive to their own virtue…good citizens…

Gerda Lerner : The creation of patriarchy

Has it always existed? Why did it come into existence? Why did it persist? 

iThe politics of Difference:

Distinctive way of looking at democracy
Liberal feminists emphasize the similarities between men and women.
Politics of difference emphasizes the differences between sexes.
Different understanding of democracy

POLITICS OF IDEAS
Emphasis is on what the politician represents (preferences, ideas, policies, etc.) rather than who they are.

POLITICS OF PRESENCE

IMMANUEL KANT

Born is East Prussia 1724.
Links up some themes already covered in the course:
Autonomy and authority
the social contract
toleration
reason vs. passions…
Later on in the course the contrast with utilitarianism

What is enlightenment?
“Enlightenment is man’s emergence from his self-imposed immaturity
Immaturity=inability to manke use of our understanding without direction from another.
power of authority – milgram experiment

Public Use of reason:
Defined in terms of the audience whom an act of communication may reach.
Public use of reason=audience is the world
Example – scholar addressing the world at large.
Private use of reason = concerns a particular office. Eg. Clergy and civil servants, must obey the orders that govern their roles).
Kant recommends Frederick the Great’s ranking of intellectual freedom above civil freedom…

Enlightenment*
Political progress needs:communication that is both made public as well as publicizable.
Publicity – reach numbers of people
Publicizability – must be interpretable by others.
Obstacles to progress [monopoly of media, cultural misunderstandings etc... can these be overcome?]


KANT’S ETHICS

contrast with hume
Reason does not dictate our ultimate ends.
Duty arises from the “Categorical imperative”
CAtegorica imperative: “Act only on that maxim which you can at the same time will be a universal law.”
- Another formulation : “act so that you always treat humanity as an end and never as a means only.”
Critical assessment
- Are autonomy and authority compatible?

Wolff considers 3 possible solutions:
1. Unanimous Direct Democracy
2. Representative Democracy
3. Majoritarian Democracy
[He believes all 3 fail!]


Unanimous Direct Democracy

inefficient, people spend lives being fulltime politicians, rather than producing

Representative Democracy

Say things to get elected, can’t deliver on what they promise.
Maybe you’re not happy with candidates or what they offer.


Majoritarian Democracy

leaves minorities by the wayside

WHAT TO DO?! 2 options
1. Embrace philosophical anarchism and treat all governments as non-legitimate bodies [Wolff endorses this option]

OR
2. Give up commitment to moral autonomy.

“Have Courage to use your own reason!” – KANT


HEGEL:
Conventional reading, he is a conservative (we should accept what already is as what ought to be. Hegel does not think it possible to step outside the ethical norms of our society. 

Moral dilemma
when conflict arises, how is it solved?

Against conventional reading of Hegel.

1 Hegel supported reforms in Prussia during this period (reforms that failed)
2. All citizens, not only hereditary nobles should be eligeable for the civil service.
Public criminal trials
Trial by jury

FREEDOM
Hegel’s conception of freedom. “Free agent is one who limits himself, but in this other is with himself.” (Philosophy of right, section 7A)
What does this mean?
There is a subjective condition and an objective condition.

- An agent is free “with himself” in some action or relationship, and therefore is fully free, if and only if:
1. The agent has both reflected on the determination in question and found some subjective satisfaction in performing it. AND
2. the content of the determination, and the disposition that motivates the agent to pursue the determination, are both prescribed by reason (Patten, Hegel’s Idea of freedom, P.45)


