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Human Rights: 

What are Human Rights? 
· It is as it due to us 
· It is what justice requires (based on equality and fairness)
· Entitlements, Donnelly uses it in the reading. 
-  Used as a negative sense

Who Has Human Rights? 
· Inherent to humans by virtue of… Dignity 
· Independent of our…

Aside: Are all people human or all humans’ persons? 
· How do we define a person? 
· Are there non-human persons? “Non-humans rights project” (treating an animal like a human being)
· “Dolphin’s/Chimpanzee’s should be seen as “Non-human persons” and as such should have their own specific rights” – India 
· Bolivia: Law and Rights of Mother Earth (Ecosystem and the earth should be treated like humans) 
· Children? 
- Children need separate rights from human rights 
- I.e. Children are not allowed to work, marry, protections but are still considered humans and people

Why Do We Have Human Rights? 
· Who gives them to us?
· Do they come from a “higher power”? 
- I.e. God
· Human rights are designed by a system of worship 
· Are human right inherently religious? 
· Or as they a “secular religion” (Elie Wiesel)
· Human possibility (goodness of human beings)
· Aspirational sense 
· Describing the world from “imagine if” 
· Key Term: DIGNITY 

Why Do We Have Dignity? 
· Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights: “All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.” 
· Donnelly: “We have human rights… for a life of dignity” (pg.20)
· “Unconditional, intrinsic value” – Kant (i.e. Slavery) 
· Autonomy? (Have the right to choose) 
· From “high social status” to something everyone has by virtue of what? 
- Has to do with our behavior (dignified) 
· Everyone has dignity because human rights focus on that 
· We live in dignity 
· The question: Can we lose our dignity? 
· We can be denied human rights but we will still have them 
· We can be denied dignity but it would be unnoticed, as we won’t have one anymore…
· Humans rights are contradicted by the idealized world
· It is “a useless concept” 
· Is dignity unique to humans? 
· Can dignity be lost? 

Inalienable 
· Can’t be taken away
· Freedom of Movement: 
- Inalienable to move or leave the room… etc. 
· Unless you violate the human rights (go to prison because you killed someone) 
· Some people don’t believe in prisons 
· States of emergency? 

Four Categories of Human Rights 
· Civil and Political Rights
· Social and economic rights 
· Minority and group rights (aboriginals, gender equality) 
· Environmental Rights 

Conflicting Rights
· By definition, there can be no hierarchies between rights – they needed to be taken as a whole. In practice?? 
· Case 1: Newspaper’s rights to publish details of an individual’s personal life. 
· Right to privacy/to public create conflict 
· I.e. (many celebrities go to Dubai because paparazzi are not allowed to invade people’s privacy) 
· Case 2: Wikileaks and “whistleblowers” 
· I.e. Governments right to security
· Prioritized one thing over another
· Case 3: Yelling fire in a crowded theatre
· I.e. we have the freedom to speak except for ^ because we are disturbing the private order 
· Case 4: Limits to free speech. Publicly voicing towards particular groups (hate speech) illegal in Canada and Europe, but it is free of speech towards minorities and groups 
· Case 5: Suspension of suspect’s right to fair trial in time of war or unrest (holding people without charges) 
· Case 6: Torturing in order to extra information about a terrorist attack: 
- Some people conflict about this 
-But mainly for security risk 

Human Rights as Pragmatic Tools: 
· The principle currency of moral, political and legal disputes 
· Provide protection and assistance 
· Must be enforceable and implemented into practice
· They create norms (how we interact with each other) 
· It is used as an International sense 
· Ethical and political 
· There to provide protections and help 
· Which means, something we can enforce 
· Human rights are trump cards (ace and spades of human rights, there is no higher card – human rights are being violated)
· Class norms (rules, how we like things to be)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Social norms (how we should act and behave(
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