Vocabulary:

Goddess: main focus of ritual for neo-pagans, she is immanent, she is female, and everything about that specific goddess is a metaphor to her power
     -she signifies female power, female strength, beauty and validates women

Reconstructing Celtic Spirituality in Europe: reasserting the pagan tradition in the present day means simply bringing to consciousness practices and beliefs that already exits in the background of modern life
     -in the same way that the Greeks once made shrines of the tombs of heroes, later Christians did the same for their martyrs 

The Ritual Year: the turning of the seasons signal change
     -Esbat: the ordinary working cycle of a coven
          -after a god is called upon, the high priestess will ask for healing or help complete a spell…
     -Sabbat: the gathering of a witches coven and the celebration of the major seasonal rituals 
          -most covens will celebrate either all 8 festivals of the wheel of the year or the four solar or four quarter days
     -Midwinter/Yule: of all the sabbaths the midwinter celebrations are the best known and most elaborately celebrated 
     -Brigid/Candlemas/Imbolg: around feb 2 this cross-quarter days in the halfway mark between the winter solstice and the vernal equinox
          -the days are now longer
     -Vernal Equinox/Ostara: the spring equinox
          -this time is also the time when several mythologies of death and resurrection are celebrated
     -also called lady’s day

     -Beltane/May Day: marks the ritual beginning of summer and is one of 2 new years
          -it is balanced with All Hallows Eve, this summer new year was also a time when the veil between the worlds grows thin and spirit beings enter the normal world
     -Midsummer/Litha: occurs on the summer solstice 
          -as with all solar festivals, great bonfires mark this event
     -Lammas/Lughnassad: the first harvest
     -Harvest/Mabon: the fall equinox marks the grain harvest 
     -Samhain/Hallowee’en/All Hallow’s Eve: the eve of November, this is the second new year (the dark half)
          -the time where the veil between the two worlds grows the thinnest and ghosts/spirits can walk among the living
          -witch holiday 

-Burning Times: sporadic out breaks of witch hunting through Europe 
     -majority of those killed were women
-Mystery Religion: a mystery religion is a secret initiatory religion organized around ritual enactment of a particular myth

-Witch: has several meanings
     -Anthropology: witches are found in the folklore of societies across the globe
          -now described as “shamans”
          -includes the assumption of evil intent on the part of the practitioner
     -History: the Burning Times, many were labeled witches 
          -being labeled witch one becomes ostracized 
     -Politics: when one uses the term witch their philosophies were exclusively political and social rather then for a religious nature

-Aleister Crowley: was a powerful magician and occultist 
     -he joined the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn
     -became heard of the Order of the Temple of the Orient (German Occult order practicing magic)

-Left Hand Paths: associated with selfishness, cursing and evil
     -focuses on deliberate and conscious violation of the social norms
     -places divinity within themselves
     -try to realize the divine within themselves 
     -emphasized self development, self-reliance, mastery and pride
-Right Hand Paths: associated with altruism, healing magic, asceticism and goodness
     -emphasizes following or changing social norms
     -places divinity outside the self
     -seeks to serve the divine
     -emphasizes service, cooperation, humility and charity 

-Occult Precursors to Modern Wicca: 
     -Magic: inaccessible to the average person thus developing the division between high magic and low magic
    -Immanence of Deity: try to feel close to deity-found in many mystical traditions but mostly from the Protestant concept of the priesthood about the individual soul being an embodiment of G-d
     -Kabbalah: incorporated into the Golden Dawn, provides a map of territory of the soul
     -Alchemy: a central high magic system in Western Europe, draws on work from Crowley
          -psychological process that operates within the symbolic structure
     -Western Mystery Tradition: one of the major forms of high magic operating today
          -portable technologies rather than systems of beliefs 
     -Coven Structures: classically is 12 plus 1 
( Modern Day Wicca is syncretic 

-Order of the Temple of the Orient (O.T.O): best known Thelmic organization in the world and remains very active
     -originally ceremonial magicians
     -under Crowleys leadership it became a fully Thelmic order
     -involved in chaos magic
     -many are drawn to voudoun

-Thelma: Do As Thou Wilt
     -“love is the law, love under will” and “every man and woman is a star”
     -Thelma=Will
     -it is both a philosophy and a religion
     -Do your will 
     -an individuals true will is what he or she came here to do in this life time
     -most important magical work is the ritual one does in order to gain the knowledge of ones Holy Guardian Angel

-Divination: to foretell or to predict
     -wide variety of different methods aimed at determining the will of the g-ds or g-dessess
     -art of seeing the future, present or past
     -dreams are one of the most ancient methods
     -Astrology: Zodiac signs, tell someone’s personality 
     -Amulets: fabricated objects constructed during days and hours to symbolize harmony with the task it is supposed to do
     -Geomancy: earth magic or numerological system  (used very much by Crowley)
     -Palmistry: reading palms
     -Scrying: refers to any kind of divination in which the seer looks into an object in order to see hidden knowledge
          -crystal balls, water in a cauldron, look into a fire
     -Tarot Cards: not used for fortune telling but to diagnose a persons current situation in terms of overall spiritual growth 

Kabbalah: a system only a small group understands of philosophy developed by Jewish mystics
     -based on a concept drawing called the Tree of Life (cosmological model) 
    

