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CHAPTER 1


Anthropology: The study of humanity


Holism: The study of human societies as sympathetic sums of their parts, as integrated wholes


Physical Anthropology: The study of human biology and evolution


Archaeology: The study of prehistoric people from the analysis of their physical and cultural remains


Cultural Anthropology:  The study of contemporary human societies and their cultures


Participant Observation: Research Method- an anthropologist lives in a community and participates in the lives of the people under study while at the same time making objective observations


Foraging Bands:  Small communities that subsist by hunting, fishing, and gathering wild plant foods


Horticulture:  The use of civilized, domesticated plants without the use of fertilizers, plows, irrigation, and other agricultural technologies


Pastoral Nomads: Societies that subsist primarily by herding domesticated animals


Small-Scale: Describes relatively small communities that practice foraging, herding or technologically simple horticulture


Human Universals: Characteristics that are found in all human societies


Ethnography: The descriptive study of human societies


Ethnographers: A person who produces an ethnography


Ethnographic  Present: Speaking or writing about cultures in the present tense although what is described might no longer exist


Cultural Areas: A geographical area in which societies share many cultural traits


Divination: Supernatural techniques for obtaining information about things unknown, including things that will happen in the future


Etic Analysis: The study of a society using concepts that were developed outside of the culture


Emic Analysis: The study of society through the eyes of the people being studied


Cultural Relativism:


Ethnocentrism: Using one’s own culture as the basis for interpreting and judging other cultures


Modernity: A philosophical movement based on ideas of rationality, objectivity, reason, and science as the means of gaining knowledge, truth and progress


Postmodernism: An emphasis on subjectivity over objectivity and a tendency toward reflexivity, or self-consciousness; all knowledge is seen as being a human construction that scholars must seek to destruct


Culture: Human beliefs and behaviours of a society that are learned, transmitted from one generation to the next, and shared by a group of people


Symbols: A shared understanding about the meaning of certain words, attributes or objects; something that stands for something else


Operant Definition: A definition in which we define our terms so that they are observable and measurable and therefore can be studied


Analytic Definition: A definition that focuses on the way religion manifests itself or is expressed in a culture


Animism: A belief in spirit beings (Edward B Tylor)


Functional Definitions: A definition that is based on the role that religion plays in society


Essentialist Definitions: A definition that looks at the essential nature of the religion


Supernatural: Entities and actions that transcend the natural world of cause and effect


Sacred: An attitude wherein the subject or object is set apart from the normal, everyday world and is entitled to reverence and respect


The Evolutionary Approach: An approach that focuses on the questions of when and how religion began and how it developed through time


Positivism: A philosophy that emphasizes empiricism, or observing and measuring, saying that the only real knowledge is scientific knowledge and any knowledge beyond that is impossible


Animatism: The belief in an impersonal supernatural power


The Marxist Approach: Idea that religion is a construction of those in power, designed to divert people’s attention from the miseries of their lives; a way of getting people to go along with capitalist culture


The Functional Approach: An approach that is based on the role that religion plays in a society


Collective Conscious: A set of beliefs shared by members of a social group that functions to limit the natural selfishness of individuals and promote social cooperation


The Interpretive Approach: Idea that cultural systems are understood by studying meaning; religion is a cluster of symbols that provides a charter for a cultures’ ideas, values, and a way of life


The Psychosocial Approach: An approach to the study of religion that is concerned with the relationship between culture and psychology and between society and individual


God Module: A part of the temporal lobe that is associated with religious experiences


Agnosticism: The idea that the nature of the supernatural is unknowable, that it is as impossible to prove the non-existence of the supernatural as it is to prove its existence

NOTES:

o
Fore:  

o
from New Guinea

o
Acquired a serious disease that called on experts from other areas to come help control

o
Women and children were primarily the main sufferers

o
The illness distorted movement

o
Scientists discovered that this was caused by cannibalism

o
The Fore ate their deceased relatives as a burial ritual

o
Aztecs:

o
Ate prisoners of war

o
Flesh was considered a delicacy 

o
The elite were the only ones who “benefited”

o
Robert Edgerton:

o
Developed a criteria to outline procedures for judging a culture

o
Based on the survival of the society and its ability to function

o
Edward B Tylor

o
First person to use the term culture in anthropological sense

o
Culture is learned

o
Culture

o
Includes the actions/routines of groups

o
Can change very rapidly compared to innate knowledge

o
Culture is learned primarily through symbols

o
Beliefs

o
Many people associate mountains with religion


Ie. Mount Sinai, Mount Olympus

o
Orion

o
Constellation of stars

o
In Greece, it is a story of a half mortal who was killed by a scorpion sent by an angry Apollo who’s sister Artemis was in love with Orion


Artemis and Apollo placed Orion in the sky so Artemis would always remember him


Apollo also placed the scorpion in the sky to always chase Orion


Scorpion= Scorpio sign


When Orion sets, the scorpion rises signalling the defeat of Orion

o
In Japan these same stars are seen as a drum

o
Attempts at Defining Religion

o
Provides comfort/hope

o
Brings people together

o
Provides a moral code

o
Evolutionary Approach

o
When and how religion began

o
Developed in the late 1800s

o
Edward B Tylor 


concluded that all human beings have a belief in spiritual beings


Primitive people= ghosts/spirits


Civilized people= Gods/souls


Animism


All living things are animated by souls

o
Robert R Marett 


Developed concept of animatism


-> human emotional reaction to nature


Belief in an impersonal superpower

o
The Marxist Approach

o
1800s

o
Karl Marx

o
Religion reflected society

o
Criticism of religion= criticism of society

o
Religion= a construction of humans in power

o
Designed to divert people’s attention from the misery of their lives

o
Religion= natural consequence of the human experience of distress

o
Religion teaches people to be obedient to authority to achieve future happiness through salvation

o
The Functional Approach

o
What does religion do?

o
Emile Durkheim 


Society= problematic


Sanctions were designed to keep people in line but were not enough


Collective consciousness

o
Radcliffe-Brown


For society to survive certain feelings need to be encouraged into people’s minds

o
Bronislaw Malinowski


Religion= purpose in meeting basic human needs


Magic is a system in which people turn to in times of stress

o
The Interpretive Approach

o
Clifford Geertz


American anthropologist


“culture is a text to be read and in which anthropologists can read meaning”


Religious symbols establish very powerful moods and feelings and help explain human existence by giving it meaning

o
Max Weber


Verstehen: understanding the other’s point of view

o
The Psychosocial Approach

o
Sigmund Freud


I hate X -> you hate X

o
Universality of Religion

o
Humans seek patterns

o
Why did religion evolve?

o
We see mind and body as two separate things

o
We receive information that allows us to build constructs of religion

CHAPTER TWO

TERMS


Myths: A sacred story that provides the basis for religious beliefs and practices [tell the origin of the world and human kind, the existence and activities of gods and spirits, nature of illness/death, believed to be relevant to modern life]


Worldview: The way in which a society perceives and interprets its reality


Folktales: The traditional story that is part of the tradition of a society; not considered to be true [meant to entertain, include supernatural elements and frequently include a moral, usually exist independent of time and space]


Legends: A traditional story about past events that is considered to be true; usually contains an element of reality- a known character, event or place [take place in recent past, tell of migrations, wars, heroes, kings, buried treasure, ghosts and saints (ex. Atlantis)]


Urban Legends: Contemporary story about people and events that never occurred, but are presented as real [strangers giving out poisonous candy at Halloween]


Recitation: Performance of reading the text, aided by costume, changes in quality of voice, facial expressions and body posture all play a role in making the recitation more effective


Genesis: 


Social Charter: A story that establishes the proper organization and rules of behaviour of a society


Collective Unconscious: Inborn elements of the unconscious that are manifested in dreams and myths


Archetypes: A main character of the collective unconscious


Apocalypse: Ultimate devastation or the end of the world


Trickster Stories: A story involving a trickster deity


Trickster God: A god who gave humans important things or skills, often by accident or through trickery


Monomyth: A theme common to many myths that tells of the adventures of a culture hero

NOTES:

o
Myths

o
Religious stories that provide the basis for religious beliefs and practices

o
Origins of the world, creation of first human beings, the rules/code of how to act morally/ethically in the culture

o
Worldview

o
The way in which societies view and interpret their world

o
Understanding of how their world works

o
Origin of nature, relationship with the world around them

o
Navaho


All elements effect all other elements


For the universe to function people must behave by the Navaho culture’s standards


Failure to behave properly brings about disharmony in the universe-> natural disasters, illness, ect.

o
Supernatural

o
The word myth is used by anthropologists to refer to a story which the people telling it believe it to be true (ex. The bible)

o
Wogeo Narratives

o
Tidlap accused his wife of infidelity, beat her and was killed and dismembered

o
His body became the land: his torso the mainland, his head the mountain, his fingers the coral reefs and his legs the other mountains

o
Oral Texts

o
Can change from generation to generation

o
Difficult to replicate in exactly the same way each time

o
How Myths Change Over Time

o
Different translations to accommodate other languages

o
Change in societal values

o
Understanding Myths

o
Functional Analysis


Franz Boas and Bronislaw Malinowski


Myths are based on a function of society


They tell the society what to do/how to act


It explains why people do the certain rituals they do

o
Structural Analysis


Claude Levi-Strauss


Humans categorize the world in binary opposites (black and white)


Focuses on the structure of the myth not content

o
Psychological Symbols

o
Sigmund Freud


-> an unconscious attribute of one’s own is perceived and reacted to in some other person or thing


-> myths are a type of shared dream that is wanted by the whole culture


Believed that the Oedipus Rex myth was relevant to real life human behaviour of young boys with “crushes” on their mothers

o
Carl Jung


Myths stem from something beyond the individual unconscious


Humans as a group shared collective unconscious that are manifested in dreams and myths


The main characters of these dreams and myths are archetypes

o
Common Themes in Myths

o
Origin Myths


Answer basic human questions (Who are we? Why are we here?)


When the supernatural power that creates the world is female- it is generally a spontaneous and independent birth


When its male- the birth is more symbolic

o
Flood Myths


Common throughout the world


Thought to be associated with dreams and having a full bladder at night


Also connected with the occurrence of floods being prevalent due to shelters being built near water as it is necessary to survive

o
Trickster Myths


Often part human part animal


Adventurous, bored easily, lazy, searching for sexual pleasure...


There is usually a benefit to the human race but it generally happens by accident

o
Hero Myths


Joseph Campbell


-> termed monomyth


3 common stages


Separation from family ect, training, return and accomplished task


Ex. Harry Potter, Star Wars, Wizard of Oz

CHAPTER TEN


Witchcraft: The ability of a person to cause harm by means of a personal power that resides within the body of the witch


Heresy: Crimes against God


Inquisitions: A unit of the Roman Catholic Church that convened to judge cases of heresy

NOTES:

o
Witchcraft is not a single, unified concept

o
A witch does not depend on ritual to achieve his or her evil, instead he or she wills misfortune to occur

o
A witch can use magic but that goes beyond the definition of witch

o
Individuals who exhibit antisocial behaviour and people in relationships caused by conflict were targets for accusation of practicing witchcraft

o
In Europe those who practiced healing and midwifery were considered to be witches because the people believed only God could heal

o
The Christian Church associated witches with Satan and thus execution became popular

o
Witchcraft Among the Azande

o
Witchcraft is something that resides within the body of a witch

o
Parents passed “the substance” down to the same sex child (ex. mother to daughter)

o
Leaves the body of the witch at night and is directed into a victim

o
A witch responsible for many deaths was executed

o
Women witches tend to only attack other women

o
The Azande seek 3 oracles to prove the existence of a witch


The first is done by the husband himself


The last two are done with help of a specialist


The Azande are very lenient and will allow the witch to try to “heal” herself or “cool” her powers

o
Witchcraft cannot be used as an excuse for lack of skill or adultery

o
Witchcraft Among the Navaho

o
Witch “power” is sought after

o
Witches are individuals seek to be accepted into the Witchery Way

o
Meet up in caves at night to practice incest, cannibalism, have sex with dead women and perform rituals to kill victims

o
Initiates learn from a relative and usually are expected to kill a close relative as part of the ceremony

o
Witches are made to confess, this “heals” them

o
Euro-American Witchcraft Beliefs

o
(Christian, Judaism)

o
Witches made a pact with the devil

o
Witches were associated with spells

o
Sorcery became associated with an invocation of spirits

o
Spirits of sorcery defined as demons

o
Magic and witchcraft became heresy- crimes against God

o
Burning became widespread


Heretics were burned after relapse, witches were burned after first conviction

o
Inquisitors went searching for witches to bring to the Inquisition

o
The goal of the Inquisition was to find the practicing, get them to confess and have them repent

o
Guilt was easy to establish and innocence was difficult to defend

o
Protestants were also involved even though the Inquisition was a Catholic institution

o
Witchcraft in Europe

o
Witches represented evil, they had orgies and engaged in cannibalism

o
The Witchcraze took place in the 1450s and lasted about 200 years

o
This happened around the time the Inquisition actively started searching out witches

o
The exact numbers of executions range from a few thousand to several million people

o
Witches devoted themselves body and soul to evil

o
Hammer Against Witches was written in 1486 and spelled out the Catholic thoughts on witchcraft

o
Women were more likely to be witches than men

o
“All witches must be arrested, convicted and executed”

o
People were interrogated to obtain a confession


The questions asked presumed guilt


Torture was common to gain a confession

o
The Witchcraze increased in intensity as the sixteenth century progressed and did not start to decline until the late 1600s, early 1700s

o
The Witchcraze in England and the United States

o
Related to the image of sorcery with the ability to curse and hex

o
Harmed livestock, caused diseases and hurt infants and children

o
Statutes against witchcraft were not issued until the mid 1500s

o
Witches were hanged, not burned

o
Salem Witch Trials


1692


Two girls were experimenting with divination


They scared themselves and started having odd behaviour which spread to other women and young females


19 people were executed and more than a 100 were jailed

o
Functions of Euro-American Witchcraft Beliefs

o
Many more women were killed than men in the Witchcraze

o
“Women are stupider, more superstitious, weaker and more sensual”- Malleus

CHAPTER SIX

TERMS:


Shamans: A part time religious specialist who receives his or her power directly from the spirit world and acquires status and the ability to do things through personal communication with the supernatural


Axis Mundi: A central axis that as seen as linking the three different levels of the world, the central world containing humans and the supernatural layers above and below it


Core Shamanism: Michael Harner’s concept of the core and nearly universal methods of shamanism without a specific cultural context 


Tensegrity: A technique of body movements that aims to increase awareness of the body’s energy fields; developed by Carlos Castaneda


Commodification: To turn something into or treat as a commodity; to make something commercial


Priests: A full-time religious specialist who is associated with formalized religious institutions


Herbalist: A specialist in the use of plant and other material in curing


Prophets: Someone who communicates the words and will of the gods to his or her community, acting as an intermediary between the people and the gods

NOTES:

o
Religious Specialists

o
In small scale societies rituals are usually performed by most or all of the adult members

o
Some societies have developed part-time specialists


These people have another means of work (fishing, hunting ect) but are called on to perform rituals when necessary

o
Shamans


Receive their power directly from the spirit world


Receives abilities from communicating with supernatural through trances or altered states of consciousness


The term comes from the Tungus language of Central Siberia


Usually part-time, independent contractors


Frequently chosen by spirits to become a shaman


Often the call comes through a dream/trance


Being a shaman is difficult and demanding so many people are reluctant to take it on


Undergoes a period of training (often with an older shaman)


Success= ability to establish contact and some measure of control with the supernatural


The control of spirit helpers and the ability to enter altered states of consciousness are the central role of the shaman


The movement of the shaman between the realm of the natural and supernatural is often related to a worldview that sees humans living in a middle zone between an upper and lower world

o
Siberian Shamanism


The world is divided into three realms


Upper Realm: light and good spirits


Middle Realm: home of the people/spirits on earth


Lower Realm: darkness and evil spirits


One of the main functions of the shaman is healing


A shaman has animal spirits or a spirit familiar to help him/her to their work


The shaman has a special relationship with the daughter of the elk or reindeer spirit that helps him/her to be able to hunt successfully

o
Yakut Shamanism


Mix between traditional beliefs and Christianity

o
Shamanism among the Akimel O’odham (Pima)


Aided by animal spirits who choose the shaman through dreams and teach them songs

o
Korean Shamanism


Shamans are chosen by the spirits


People with “weakened souls” are more likely to be chosen


Considered by society to be social deviants


The call must be accepted and the person must seek an elder shaman to be initiated and taught the ways


Called to guide the dead to the underworld

o
Pentecostal Healers as Shamans


United States


Participants in the ritual are often moved to shout, dance, run up and down the aisle, or cry


The Holy Spirit is believed to possess both the healer and the patient, which can lead to either one of them convulsing suddenly or speaking in tongue


Use altered states of consciousness to help heal others

o
Neoshamanism


Criticized for only teaching the “interesting” parts


Takes multiple beliefs and meshes them together


Neoshamans are not “called”, they choose to teach

o
Priests

o
Given authority by formal religious organizations

o
Generally societies will include either shamans or priests, seldom both

o
Represents the community in dealing with the deity or deities

o
Skill is based on learning ritual knowledge and sacred narratives

o
Personify the image of the ideal person

o
Memorization of vast amounts of knowledge

o
Aztec Priests

o
Priests were full-time specialists and ranked very highly in society

o
Main role was to serve as intermediary between people and gods

o
All important rituals involved sacrifice of either animals or humans

o
Sacrificed to please the sun


Sacrifices done by priests

CHAPTER SEVEN


Magician: a person who specializes in controlling the supernatural through magic 


Sorcerer: a magician who specializes in evil magic


Hypotheses: a proposed statement based on a theory


Theories: an idea that is backed up with much data


Empirical: perceived through senses


Testable: the ability to be able to test an experiment


Homeopathic: magic based on the Law of Similarity


Law of Sympathy: magic that depends on the association or agreement of things


Law of Similarity: things that are alike are the same


Imitative Magic: magic based on the Law of Similarity


Contagious Magic: magic based on the Law of Contagion, using things that were in contact with an individual


Image Magic: homeopathic magic, using a picture to symbolize a person in which what happens to the image will happen to the representation


Increase Rite: a type of ritual whose purpose is to aid the survival of a totemic plant or animal


Doctrine of Signatures: physical structures in nature are indicators of their healing use


Spell: words spoken in a magical ritual


Neo-Pagan: pre-Christian religious practices


Divination: supernatural techniques for receiving information about the unknown


Inspirational: involves a spiritual experience such as direct contact with a supernatural being


Noninspirational: without direct contact with supernatural


Artificial Divination:  refers to noninspirational divination


Emotive Divination: inspirational divination


Natural Divination: inspirational divination


Fortuitous: divination that occurs without any effort


Deliberate: divination someone sets out to do


Oneiromancy: divination by the interpretation of dreams


Presentiments: a feeling that something is about to occur


Necromancy: divination through contact with ancestors that are dead


Ornithomancy: reading the path and flight of birds


Apantomancy: divination by a chance meeting with an animal


Haruspication: examination of the insides of animals


Scapulamancy: a dried shoulder bone is placed in a fire and the cracks are interpreted


Astrology: belief that stars and planets can be used as a divination technique


Aleuromancy: divination by use of flour (fortune cookies)


Dowsing: underground substances are located by use of a forked stick


Graphology: divination through handwriting


Palmistry: reading lines in the palm of the hand


Phrenology: study of the shape and structure of the head


Tasseography: reading of tea leaves


Possession: interpreted as a God or spirit overtaking the body


Prophecy: communication of a prophet


Mediums: people who communicate with the supernatural for information


Ordeals: a trial performed on the body of a person to determine whether they are guilty or innocent


Oracles: a specific device used for divination


Cleromancy: divination by the casting of lots (rolling dice)

Notes

o
Magic appears to always work and therefore if it doesn’t it is the fault of the practitioner

o
Magic usually brings about things that will naturally occur anyway

o
Magic cannot bring upon the impossible

o
Things that were once in contact continue to be connected even if the initial connection has been severed

o
Divination refers to the process of finding things out that are unknown

o
Magicians are generally associated with good and public practice

o
Sorcerers are known for evil and antisocial behaviour

o
There is a relationship between things that appear to be similar

o
Such as images and image magic

o
It’s possible to set magic into action without being aware of it

o
Breaking a mirror = bad luck

o
To practice magic you need technological magic and magical knowledge

o
Knowledge of things in the everyday world (how  to garden, how to weave mats) 

o
Expert knowledge necessary for task specializations (sailing, woodcarving)

o
Knowledge of the most complex, technological skills (myths, songs, dances, canoe building)

o
The most common way to obtain magic is to learn it from one’s parents, grandparents, kin ect.

o
Sometimes a person dies before sharing the magical knowledge or does not want to share the knowledge

o
This is how magic dies in a community

o
Spells are usually word for word, transmitted from person to person

o
Any change in the spell would eliminate the effectiveness of the magic

o
Magic involves the direct manipulation of the supernatural

o
Wiccan is a religion that revolves around magic and ritual

o
Astrology started in Babylonia, fifth century B.C.E.


