Chapter 3
The Police
History of Policing
Pre-confederation 
-Mostly informal policing by community residents 
First police officers
-Quebec City, mid 17th century 
-Upper Canada early 19th century
Varried duties
-Night wathcmen, tax collectors, bailiffs, building inspectors. 
Provincial Police Forces
-Often set up in response to disorder resulting from gold strikes in 19th century 
-Replaced by RCMP during 20th century
-Currently Ontario, Quebec and parts of Newfoundland have their own provincial force. (Which provinces in Canada, have their own provincial police force) 
History of RCMP
-North-West Mounted Police founded in 1873
-Maintain Law and Order 
Ensure orderly settlement in Prairies 
Many problems: desertion, resignation, and improper conduct.
-Replaced by RCMP as national police force. 
Police Today
-About 60,000 police officers across Canada 
1 for every 529 Canadians
Lower than US Australia and Britain
-Police are the largest cost item in justice system
Receives approximately 60% of the funding pie
Costs just over 300$ per Canadian 
1 out of 5 officers is a woman. 
Structure of Policing:
Four levels: 
-federal, provincial, municipal, and Fir Nations
Also public transportation police, (railway airport and transit) ex. Transit, Vancouver Toronto montreal 
Some municipalitices have own forces.
Eg. London, Toronto, Ottawa
Others use provinicial force detachements or RCMP detachments 
Big issue is communication: how is the communication between all these different police forces. 
What jurisdtictions to each police cover? If a man is caught on a highway, he is under the provincial police jurisdiction, however, if he is caught on Ottawa streets, under the jurisdiction of Ottawa Police. 
The RCMP
-organized by region and operations
-governed by Royal Canadian Mounted Police Act (1985)
-Enforce most federal statues
  - controlled drugs and substances act
  - securities act
  -canada shipping act
  -student loans act
- do not normally enforce criminal code. 
Other responsibilities of RCMP
-Policing provinces and municipalities under contract 
60% of rcmp are involved in contract policing 
Accountable only to rcmp
· Peacekeeping
Civilian police peacekeeping operations
-under auspices of un 
-technical advice, instruction of police forces 
Organization of RCMP
Accountability
-Only to RCMP not to community
Nationwide recruiting and centralized training 
-Regina: “Depot”
Diverse policing environments
-Large and small
Frequent transfers
-declining
Non-union
-have a staff relations program
Broad mandate 
-wide range of activities
 Provincial Police Force
3 forces:
-OPP
-Surete du Quebec (SQ)
-Royal Newfoundland Constabulary (RNC)
-Other provinces use contract with RCMP 
Responsibilities:
-Police rural areas and areas outside of municipalities
-Enforce provincial laws and criminal code. 
Regional Police
-Amalgated forces
* E.g. Peel Regional Police and the Halton Regional Police Force.
*Provide police services to over half of Ontarians
-Advantages 
*Cheaper, more services. 
-Disadvantages 
*too centralized, not in touch with community. 
Municipal Police
-Responsibilities
*Enforce Criminal Code, provincial statutes, municipal by laws, some federal statues (e.g. drugs)
-Largest number of officers of any level.
*May be contracted to RCMP or provinicap force
*Costs are paid by the municipality 
First Nations 
-Type of policing is negotiated by First Nations community 
*autonomous reserve-based
*first nations officers from rcmp or opp
-Responsibilities
*enforce criminal code, federal, and provincial statutes, band bylaws
-Accountability
*reserve-based police commission or band council 
Challeneges of First Nations
-Policing areas of poverty and high rates of violent crime
-lack of qualified candidates
-competition for qualified candidates
-low recruitment standards
-political interference
-lack of training and upgrading programs.
Private Security Services
Two types:
-private security firms
-inhouse company security personnel
Outnumber public police
Responsibilities
-Crowd control
-Business, mall, school security
-may specialize (e.g. KPMG) using ex-police officers 
Will ask how many police officers there are according to Griffiths 60,000
Poers of Private Security
-On private property
May arrest and detain those who commit crimes
Gradually being professionalized through legislation and college training
Not accountable to oversight bodies or elected officials
Since security guards are operating on private property, they are seen as not regular people but operating by the laws of property owners. 
If a police officer asks you multiple questions on public property, you can question them why and ask them as to why they haven’t arrested you, they can’t kick you off of public streets if there is no valid reason, but if it is in a shopping mall, where it is considered private property, you are forced to leave. 
Police Reqruitment
Basic Qualifications
-Canadian citizen, at least 19, physically fit, grade 2 graduate (exception: landed immigrant from England) 
-No criminal convtions or pending charges
-Common sense and good judgement
Preffered Qualifications
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-second language or culture, volunteer experience, post-secondary education work/life experience
-women and visible minorities are actively recruited. 


