Globalization:
 The intensification of worldwide social relations which link distant localities in such a way that local happenings are shaped by events occurring many miles away and vice versa
  OR
[bookmark: _GoBack]The expansion and intensification of social relations and consciousness across world-time and world space.

In the past Empires collapsed usually due to a combination of:  
1-Imperial (military) overstretch  
2-Economic weakness 

The level of dissent within the U.S. is very far from reaching the point of rebellion or secession
A combination of two factors: 
a) increasing repression of dissent and escalation of fear in the name of "homeland security“
b) success of modern version of Roman “bread and circuses”:
bread and circuses  is a unique combination of: 
consumption, entertainment, sports, television, internet sex and games, drugs, liquor, and religion that effectively deadens the general public into stupor. 




