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Characteristics of a science:
- a central problem
- a set of concepts
- a collection of facts
- research methods 
- theoretical knowledge

About Sociology
· the science of sociology begins with A. Comte
· Comte defined sociology as:
· The study of social statics
· The study of social dynamics
· Why the interest in social stability and social change?
· Sociology can be understood as an intellectual response to the”
· Scientific revolution
· Industrial revolution
· French revolution

The comparative method
· Comte pioneered the use of the comparative method to distinguish between behaviour that is biologically based and behaviour that is socially constructed:
· The comparison with animal societies
· The cultural comparison
· The historical comparison
· the result was that he came to believe that the forces of social stability and the forces of social change should be thought of as if they were natural laws.
Redefining the sociological problem:
· in the course of the 19th century, as more and more observations were made, most sociologist came to reject the idea of natural laws of society.
· A consequence of this was a redefinition of the sociological problem
· Sociology today is best understood as the study of culture
· More specifically, sociologists investigate:
· The making of culture (the agency perspective)
· How culture shapes behaviour (the social structural perspective
Cultures that are different from western culture.
· Ruth Benedict: patterns of culture – 1934
· The pueblo of the American Southwest
· Economic activities:
· Sheep herding, dry land farming, hunting
· The agriculture was communally organized with the produce stored in a communal storehouse.
· Family Structure:
· Matriarchal:
· Descent was traced through female lines
· Women controlled both family property and collective property
· Interpersonal relations:
· Non violent, co-operative, non emotional, collectively oriented 
· Authority structure:
· Individuals demonstrated as little authority and leadership as possible
· The Dobu
· Economic Activities:
· Gardening and hunting
· Property is individualistically owned.
· Family structure:
· Matrilineal descent was traced through female lines
· Husbands and wives maintained individual gardens
· No equivalent to the western concept of romantic love
· Interpersonal relations:
· Competitive and hostile : “all existence is cut throat competition..”
· Authority structure 
· No formal authority structure
· The limitation is fear of retribution 




Robert Denton – the Semai – 1968
· The Semai
· Economic activities:
· Gardening and hunting
· Agriculture is communally organized
· All produce (from garden and hunt) is shared
· Family Structure:
· Marriage and divorce are ‘fluid’
· ‘couples’ live with in-laws
· sexual relations are non-exclusive
· Interpersonal relations:
· non violent, non competitive, collectively oriented.
· Governed by the concept of “punan”
· Authority structure:
· No person has the right to command others; rather, consent is won through public discourse and persuasion
· Children have the right to refuse the commands of adults, including parents
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The State School System
Review:
The super structures:
Shaped by the M of P
Acts to maintain (support) the M of P
Includes the political, legal and ideological super-structures
The State:
Part of the political SS
In part, it functions to protect the M of P by containing the conflict between classes 
It does this in two ways:
The direct use of violence
The use of ideology (legitimization)
Today, the school functions to legitimize the capitalist organization of work by:
Presenting it as natural
Emphasizing intelligence 
Teaching the lesson of a “classless society”
The structure of the school system:
The place: the “other”
The day: organized according to the clock
Authority: formal in nature
The Learning: other directed, fragmented, competitive
Rewards: extrinsic
Discipline: the emphasis on punctuality and order
The State School System in Canada
Context 1820-1850
The creation of a surplus labour force
“personal” relations of work were replaced by “impersonal” relations
a surge in conflict between workers and employers
objectives:
to teach the discipline required to work for others (training the mind and body)
the intervene in the socialization process (at home) to teach children to think of themselves as middle class (and of Canada as a classless society) 
Key Dates:
1844 – E. Ryerson is appointed super-intendent of the Canadas
1845 – Ryerson tours Europe – the creation of the normal school to standardize teaching, teachers are prohibited from discussing conflict between Canadians
1846 – the well-to-do are made into common school visitors
1850’s – over the decade school regulations are passed stressing punctuality, orderly conduct and industry
1871 – school is made mandatory for children 7 – 12 
(by 1870, the choice of courses of study and school books has been controlled)
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 - Bowles and Giutis – 1976. Schooling in Capitalist America
tests the “liberal theory” that the purpose of schooling is to develop each individual to their maximum potential
sample:
white me
non farm background
average IQ
aged 35-44 in 1962
Higher social class led to higher education

- The Social Relations Theorists 
general characteristics
they emphasize the importance of social relations for shaping a society
they argue that the west is becoming increasingly rational in its orientation
definitions (from Max Weber)
traditional orientation – the valuation on doing things as they were done in the past
rational orientation – the valuation of reason
social relations – where two or more people are engaged in conduct where eacsh takes the other into account
note: it is not necessary that they know each other nor is it necessary that the other person be present
- Ferdinand Tonnies
argues that relations in the west are becoming less gemeinshaft in nature and more gesellschaft like
gemeinschaft – community like
characteristics: 
intimate
long term 
based on ascribed status
such relations tend to be found in societies where people are socially and geographically immobile
they orient behaviour in an irrational way
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- The Development of Bureaucracy 
Weber emphasizes the importance of the mergence of the “absolute prince” and the formation of the nation state
A characteristic of the nation state is the centralization of the means of violence
The formation of the nation state thus required the expropriation of the power of the barons
The prince was aided financially by capitalist merchants who wanted protection from the “robber baron”
The irrationality of rationality
Interactions are made more routinized and less personal
Life is less emotionally rich
Above all, Weber laments the less of imagination and creativity (he calls bureaucracy “the iron cage”)
-G. Ritzer “McJobs”
his thesis is that the workplace is becoming increasingly rational in nature
characteristics of McDonalized jobs:
jobs consist of a series of simple tasks
the time required for the task is calculated
the work is predictable – workers say and do the same thing hour after hour
non human technology is employed to control (and replace) workers and reduce them to robot like actions
efficiencies result from:
limiting person interaction
encouraging customers to perform unpaid work
at the same time the routinization of work leads to a number of irrationalities
for example, the dehumanization of work results in high levels of turnovers 
The Feminist Theoretical Tradition
- background:
feminist theory emerged out of the insights of the women’s movement
women are found in different locations than men
women are unequal to men
as a result, women’s experience is different from men
this formed the basis of a generalized critique of science: science is androcentric:
most studies exclude women
consequently, much scientific theory is not applicable to women
to explain women’s experience feminists developed a system of concepts
Hopper and Moore “Women in outlaw motorcycle gangs” 1990
- findings:
women normally would not speak when men were present
2 classes of women: “mamas” and “old ladies”
biker women are expected to make money for men
women who violate rules are punished by gang rape
women want to join the gangs
the role of women has changed over time
this corresponds with the increase in illegal activities
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Enforcing Gender Ideas
· M Chesney-Lind (“Girls Crime”)
· Def. of a status offence
· Violation of one’s status as a child
Evidence:
Self reports:
Girls and boys commit at about the same rate
Arrests:
Girls are 3 times more likely to be arrested
Charges:
Among those arrested, girls are 3 times more likely to be charged
(in the usa, a majority of girls in “training schools” have been incarcerated for status violations)
- Misogamy
devaluing women or what is associated with women
in the extreme, women are seen as less than human (animals, body parts, devils)
- S. Richer
found evidence that children as young as 6 years have learned to think in misogynous terms:
(based on observation research of a day care center and summer day camps) 
found no “sex-type” play among 3-4 year old boys and girls.
Found extensive “sex-type” play  among 6-11 year old boys and girls
Violence against women
Stats can survey (1993)
Method: Random sample of 12,300 
In depth phone interviews (lasting 1 ½ -2 ½ hours)
Selected findings:
51% reported being physically or sexually assaulted at least once since 18 years old.
12% were victims of severe violence
beaten 9%
choked 7%
threatened with a gun or knife 5%
women are more likely to be victimized by men known to them
known 45%
stranger 23%
25% said they had never before told a single person
women who reported violent father-in-laws were 3x more likely than other women to be assaulted by their spouse.
75% of women assaulted by spouse were also “emotionally” abused
def. of emotional abuse:
doesn’t want her to talk to other men
tries to limit her contact with her family
insisting on knowing who she is with and where she is
calls her names to put her down 
prevents her from knowing about of having access to family income.







EXAM
April 28th, 9:30 – 12:30, MNT Gym E-F.
PART ONE
8 of 10 (16 pts)
explain or define terms or concepts
PART TWO
2 of 4 (10 pts)
 tests research methods
PART THREE
3 of 5 (15 pts)
define and use concepts 
PART 4
1 (9 pts)
essay 

Exam- 
Definition of culture
Difference between agency perspective/social structural perspective
3 characteristics of science (theories, statements based on facts, scientists try to disprove their theories)
2 of the common logical errors that are part of common sense – selective observations and over generalization
hominid fossil record 
ethnocentrism 
pueblo, dobu, semai, yanoboma? Characteristics
values of native people. Burger report
the stages involved in experimental method – independent/dependant/extraneous variable 
why do sociologists not often use experimental method
purpose of survey method 
characteristics of sample – random and large (typically)
know what is meant by structured questions
problems reviewed in class associated with close ended questions 
qualitative interviews – purpose – detailed explanation
samples tend to be non random and small by comparison w/ survey methods.
Why is it called semi-structured interviewing?
Four variations of ethnographic field research – overt (more ethical)/covert (negates the Hawthorne effect) research. Participatory/non participatory research – know strengths 
Be familiar with articles used to illustrate research methods
Know concepts of organism
Functional indispensability 
Manifest/latent functions
Cultural values/cultural norms
Social roles
Institutions
Concept of social anomy – connected articles, holy cow, cdn American differences on learning to be a doctor, know native residential school system. Designed to destroy culture, how?
Marxism
Mode of production
Means of production
Social relations of production
Superstructure, 3 types of super, political, legal, ideological.
Marxist concept of social classes
Marxist theory of dominant ideologies 
3 types of alienation – objective, self, species 
4 key social relationships. Property, wage etc.
explain origins of capitalist mode of producing wealth. Marx’ expropriation of land of peasants
set up of school system in Canada
the state maintains order in 2 ways, direct use of violence or by ideologically justifying things (state school system)
webers concept of social relationships
gemainschaft relationships.
3 characteristics of the mind of a city dweller. (blasé attitude, deep thinker, hyperindividualism)
what is it about the city that causes these characteristics 
characteristics of weber’s bureaucracy – hierarchy of authority
feminists – criticize science as being androcentric 
patriarchy 
gender
misogyny 
patriarchal relations 3 levels – personal organizational societal 
western society was reorganized on patriarchal basis during witch burnings
malleus malficarium – women’s defects 
changes in language – becomes more sexist, neil spender.
Ideas on good/bad women come out of witch burnings. Know ideas of good/bad women 
Violence against women – method used in stats can study , findings 
Know the method used by smith in his study, findings. 
Know definition of the symbol
Outline george herbet reids theory of socialization 
Know what is meant by concept of significant other
Particular attitudes, generalized other 
Know difference between backstage and front stage 
Setting and personal front
Virtual identity and actual identity 
Concept of stigma 
3 general types/classes. Physical, blemishes of char. Tribal stigmas
primary/secondary deviance.
Why labeling is important in a deviant identity





Not on exam - 
August pont/
Industrial revolution
French revolution
Economic inequality in Canada 
History of bureaucracy
Richer study of differences between play of kids in day care vs day camp
Structure of femme fatale movies 

Readings not on.
- Jan 11. – the body ritual.., the burger excerpt - and invitation to soc.
- jan 25 – housework in Canada, converging gender roles..
- Feb 10 – the article supporting indigenous people -
- march 3 – changing income and equality in canada 
- march 17 – most of spender article 
- march 24 – skateboard girls 

soc1101 o6r01/108:50 41

Onracerics o 3 scnce:
3 cotecton ot s

e—
e scince o soclog beginswith A, Came
e sty o socldynamis
‘Socaagy con e ersond 2 an tebectu!respan © the”

Comte panesred the s of the camparativ mehd o diinguish
etneen ehaviour 1ot 3 bicogaly s nd behoioe ot 1 s0cly
"o comparon with anima scetes
made, st socidoge came o rejct e dea ofnturl s o sty
" Saclogy today et unrsond s th sty of cure
Morespecicaty, ccologits mestate
e mkin o cutur (the spency pespectie)




