



Explain the new relationship between the church and Emperor in the east and west in the 4th and 5th centuries.
At the start of the 4th century before Constantine, Emperor Diocletian ruled with an iron fist. He had set up a tetrarchy with each one of four rulers governing a part of the territory. Constantius ruled Gaul, Diocletian ruled Italy, Galerius ruled Illyricum, and Maximian ruled the East. Diocletian inflicted the “Great Persecution” from 303-313 AD during which he prohibited Christian worship, cancelled legal and civil rights, arrested clergy, tortured and executed Christians. He favored a pagan revival and sacrifice to the gods. In 306, soon after becoming Augustus, Constantius died in 306 and his son, Constantine took his place Constantine emperor from 306 after his father’s death, and the sole holder of that office from 324 until his death in 337. Constantine who was raised a monotheist (Sun God worshipper), became very sympathetic to Christians after claiming to have had a vision of a cross superimposed against the sun. In 313, to end the persecution of Christians, Constantine and his co-emperor of the East, Licinius, granted universal religious freedom to all peoples, by signing the Edict of Milan. This established tolerance towards Christianity and from this moment Christianity experienced an almost steady progress throughout the fourth century.  This can be thought of as the start of the new relationship between the church and Emperor in the east and west in the 4th and 5th centuries.
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In 324 AD, after Constantine defeated all his opposition, he founded Constantinople, “the New Rome”, on the site of ancient Byzantion and this helped in conquering the hearts of the Eastern provinces and brought Christianity, which was in many ways still pagan, into Asia Minor, spreading Christianity even more. Within the Christian church, there was a lot bickering and disagreement on who or what Jesus is, even among the clergy, so in 325AD Constantine called The Council of Nicaea 325AD to try an clear up the problem. This was an important step in establishing orthodoxy within the Christian Church because it stated that Jesus was consubstantial with the Father, but it did not clear up the issue of his divinity. A second council of Constantinople in 381 affirmed the Nicene Creed and stated that God was one in nature (or substance) and three in persons (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit). 

After 313 the church became very influential and was even favored by certain emperors who considered it their moral duty to enforce Christianity, and in 380 AD, Theodosius I feeling responsible for his subjects declared Christianity the official religion of the Empire. This had a different impact on the two halves of the empire. When Constantine became ruler of the west before his conversion he introduced and mixed Christian monotheism with Sun cult worship. But in eastern provinces where Christianity was more solidly implanted, traditional cults were discouraged. In both financial aids was made available to Christian charitable activities and construction of churches.

Around 320 AD, Constantine decreed that Donatist leaders were to be exiled and their churches confiscated. Donatus refused to comply and so military force was used, and this took the alliance between church and state into new territory and resulted in permanent schism. The Donatists saw this resort to force and persecution as clear evidence that the Catholics were the schismatics. In 321 Constantine recognized the failure of this attempt to repress the Donatist movement and issued a further decree granting toleration to the Donatists. Monasticism also was allowed to flourish under the new relationship, and monasteries began to sprout up all over the empire. During 361–363, Emperor Julian tried to restore the traditional cults of paganism but the emperors from Constantine on eradicated paganism by the closing of temples, prohibition of sacrifice, suspension of privileges accorded officers of cults.

In 395 the empire was split into western and eastern parts and that incomprehension kept mounting between Rome and Constantinople in all respects, including the religious outlooks. (Ch 5  77-100)  The separate courses of Rome and Byzantium after 395 and especially after 476 (the end of the western empire) did not alter the principle of the interrelatedness of worship and dogma. The East, including Egypt, may have been more inclined to speculation on divine matters and metaphysical elaboration; the West, including North Africa, may have been more interested in matters of ethics and issues related to salvation. 

In the 5th century the debates continued, with many councils being called. In 449 Emperor Theodosius II convened a council in Ephesus to uphold the Monophysite Eutyches in his battle against Flavian, who, as patriarch of Constantinople, championed the doctrine of two natures in Christ. Dioscorus (Cyril's successor at Alexandria) supported Eutyches and concurred in the anathematization of Flavian and other bishops over the protests of the papal legate. Dioscorus even attempted to excommunicate Pope Leo I, who referred to the gathering as the “Robber Synod.” The Monophysite doctrine of the one nature of Christ was condemned in 451 during the Council of Chalcedon. This council was convoked by the emperor Marcian, it was attended by about 520 bishops or their representatives and it approved the creed of Nicaea the creed of Constantinople, two letters of Cyril against Nestorius, which insisted on the unity of divine and human persons in Christ, and the Tome of Pope Leo I confirming two distinct natures in Christ and rejecting the Monophysite doctrine that Christ had only one nature. The council then explained these doctrines in its own confession of faith. (8-6)  At the council...the emperor Marcian took advantage of a trend in Greek opinion and of the support of Leo, bishop of Rome, to humble the patriarch of Alexandria (Dioscorus) and so to secure the position of Constantinople as the leading Christian city of the empire.”


/////////////////////////// GUIDELINES  GIVEN BY TA: Tell us what the  relationship was like between church and state in the 4th century and how it changed in the 5th century and why. You need to look at the emperors in the 4th and 5th centuries and what they did. Please click on "Timeline".
· What was the relationship like in the East? 
· What was it like in the West? Why did the relationship differ depending on the region? 
· Please see chapter 6 in the Vallee text
· There was a tetrarchy of emperors before 324 when Constantine became sole ruler. But yes, even with different "co-emperors" for different regions, it was still unified until the fall of Rome. 

· After that there was one emperor until the schism. 
· It was as a result of the fall of Rome and the role of the bishop of Rome (i.e. the Pope) also changed things versus that in the east.

///////////////////////////   END of   GUIDELINES GIVEN BY TA   ///////////////////////////
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