


Who was emperor Constantine and why was he important in the 4th century?
Flavius Valerius Aurelius Constantinus; “the Great” or Emperor Constantine was a Roman emperor who lived in the fourth century. Born in 272 AD, he was the first Christian Roman emperor from 306 AD until he died in 337AD. Constantine was brought up as a monotheist - believing in one god (worshiping the Sun God).  On the way to the Battle of the Milvian Bridge in 312 AD, Constantine and his soldiers had a vision of a cross superimposed against the Sun (which promised victory), and this led to his eventual conversion to Christianity. This was chronicled by the historian Eusebius.  After becoming emperor he set out to reverse the persecutions of Diocletian his predecessor.


Before Constantine’s time Christians were persecuted by the Romans because they were perceived to be disloyal to the state and because Christianity was an offshoot of Judaism. Christians were denounced for turning away from the ‘real God’, and this was punishable by capital punishment in the Coliseum. Under Diocletian (who ruled before Constantine), and during what is called the Great Persecution (303-313), Christian churches and scriptures were allowed to be burned, and many Christians had their property confiscated. They were prohibited to worship and their legal and civic rights were taken away. Many were tortured and executed and if this continued, it would be just a matter of time that Christianity was destroyed. After Constantine’s vision and subsequent victory at Milvian in 312, he became very sympathetic towards Christians. So this vision was a turning point in the history of Christianity. Under Constantine’s reign he brought great changes – specifically ending the existing Tetrarchy and giving the Christian clergy unprecedented privileges which allowed Christianity to flourish and this is the real importance of Constantine. 

In 313 AD, Constantine signed the Edict of Milan which established tolerance towards Christianity and granted universal religious freedom to Christians, empowering and legalizing Christianity from that moment on. Christianity flourished under Constantine’s rule: the Christian symbol would appear on coins, churches were given the right to inherit property and places of worship began to show up everywhere. With this new tolerance and acceptance, Christians began to rise to the highest post in administration – posts which they could not hold before. In 324 AD, Constantine founded Constantinople, “the New Rome”, on the site of ancient Byzantion and this helped in conquering the hearts of the Eastern provinces and brought Christianity, which was in many ways still pagan, into Asia Minor, spreading Christianity even more. Within the Christian church, there was a lot bickering and disagreement on who or what Jesus is, so in 325AD Constantine called The Council of Nicaea 325AD to try an clear up the problem. This was an important step in establishing orthodoxy within the Christian Church because it stated that Jesus was consubstantial with the Father, and it basically defined what Christology was. 

Under the reign of Emperor Theodosius I (379-392), Christianity was legally enforced empowering Christians throughout the Roman Empire and he also made paganism illegal, and this led to the first Christian emperors. Theodosius considered his himself responsible for his subjects and therefore it was his duty to maintain orthodoxy, and so supported Christianity financially. Thus the fourth-century empire saw a dramatic shift of religious allegiance and a heavy swing toward Christianity because of the impulse given by Constantine and so Christianity experienced an almost steady progress through the 4th century. As a result the Christian population exploded from about 5 million around the year 300 AD to about 30 million around the year 410 AD establishing it as the major religion -today there are about 2 billion. 

points
· Diocletian ruled before Constantine, the Great Persecution (303-313) of Christians

· Milvian in 312  had a vision of a cross superimposed against the Sun (which promised victory

· In 313 AD, Constantine signed the Edict of Milan establish tolerance towards Christianity

· 325AD Constantine called The Council of Nicaea 325AD establishing orthodoxy within the Christian Church and defined what Christology was. Arius was condemned into exile, and added to the Creed the word “homoousios” (of one substance).  Important
· In 324 AD, Constantine founded Constantinople, “the New Rome”,


Extra stuff     you can add and/or change stuff  FOR Constantine

Lesson 6  slide 5

The name Christian evoked an inherited disloyalty to the state.
Christians were considered a sect that sprung out of Judaism. 
According to the philosopher Porphyry: 
· Christians were denounced as having turned away from the recognized god. They were accused of being atheists, to which they responded by saying they were “atheist to all those [pagan] gods”. 
· Christians were considered dangerous not only because of “their crude practices” (ritual murder, cannibalism, incest and magic were some of the false accusations brought against them), but also because they belonged to an antisocial organization that neglected the gods and the ceremonies. 


PLINY THE YOUNGER  (112 AD emperor's personal legate) 
PLINY observed that Christians were accused of: 
· Riots 
· Subversion of public order 
· Neglecting temple worship 
· Non-compliance with traditional religious ceremonies 


Then came the “Great Persecution” by Diocletian  from 303-313 AD  L6-S7
· The need for pagan revival 
· This persecution involved:
· Destruction of churches and scriptures 
· Confiscation of property 
· Prohibition of worship 
· Cancellation of legal and civil rights 
· Arrests of clergy, torture, execution 
· Orders to sacrifice to the gods on pain of death


Constantine 
· Was very sympathetic to Christians after claiming to have had a vision of a cross superimposed against the sun in 312
· He was raised a monotheist (Sun God worshipper), but after his conversion introduced and mixed Christian monotheism with Sun cult worship.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]In 313, Constantine and his co-emperor of the East, Licinius, granted universal religious freedom by the Edict of Milan 
Council of Nicaea, 325 AD    L6-9
· Important step in establishing orthodoxy within the Church. 
· Christianity experienced an almost steady progress throughout the fourth century. 
324 AD
· Constantine founded Constantinople, “the New Rome”, on the site of ancient Byzantium. 
· This conquered the hearts of the Eastern provinces and brought Christianity, which was in many ways still pagan, into Asia Minor.
391-392 AD
· Under the pressure of the Church and in order to enforce imperial unity through religious uniformity and orthodoxy, Emperor Theodosius I declares paganism illegal.
· Christianity becomes the official religion of the Roman Empire and Judaism is only tolerated. 
· Paganism is banned.





The Edict of Milan was a letter signed by emperors Constantine I and Licinius that proclaimed religious toleration in the Roman Empire.


Before Constantine, Diocletian in an effort to keep the Empire together decided that the Empire needed a different organizational structure. He set up a tetrarchy with each one of four rulers governing a part of the territory. Constantius ruled Gaul, Diocletian ruled Italy, Galerius ruled Illyricum, and Maximian ruled the East. In 306, soon after becoming Augustus, Constantius died in 306 and his son, Constantine took his place Constantine emperor from 306 after his father’s death, and the sole holder of that office from 324 until his death in 337
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