


[bookmark: _GoBack]3)     Please explain the 4 th-century Trinitarian controversy with particular attention to the Councils of Nicaea (325 CE) and Constantinople I (381 CE).
	One important topic that was present in the 4th century was that of understanding and defining the doctrine of the trinity. Christians hold this very basic and important belief that God is one but manifested in three people, the father, son and holy spirit.  The first phase of this Trinitarian debate was The Council of Nicea, which occurred around 325 AD. A gathering of the Bishops was called upon by emperor Constantine to deal with the issue of whether Jesus was God or the Son of God or not. It’s main actors were Arius and Alexander of Alexandria. The second phase of the Trinitarian debate will take place in the next 50 or so years after the council of Nicea.
	The first phase revolved around whether it is appropriate to call Jesus the Son of God and God. It all started as controversy between Arius and his Bishop Alexander. Arius was questioning whether it is appropriate to talk about Jesus as being eternal, the fact that Jesus is being born  from god and being referred to as the Son of God was an important point. Arius refused to believe that Jesus was god himself, he believed that Jesus was in fact the first creature that God created but was still a creature and was impossible for him to be eternal.
	The reaction to this was quite dramatic and it really divided the church with some people siding with Arius and others taking a position against Arius. After Emperor Constantine called a gathering of Bishops on whether to decide if Arius was right or wrong.   The conclusion to this was to condemn Arius as a heretic, he was to be exiled from Alexandria and be removed from his postion as a priest title. This council produced a creed, which is something that I used to indicate what people believe.  The idea is that the creed emphasizes how Jesus is the Son of God and therefore God.
	The second phase of the Trinitarian controversy in particular the Council of Constantinople which happed around 381 AD. Up until about 360, theological debates mainly dealt with the Divinity of Jesus, the 2nd person of the Trinity. However, because the Council of Nicaea had not clarified the divinity of the Holy Spirit, the 3rd person of the Trinity, it became a topic of debate. Some of the  main actors in that council were Eunomius of Cyzicus, Basil of Caesarea, Gregory of Nazianzus and Augustine. The council spoke of God as being one in nature and three in persons (father, son and Holy Spirit). It also declared that the holy spirit is also God.
	This council condemned Arianism which began to die out . With the discussion of Trinitarian doctrine now developed and well under agreement to orthodox and biblical understanding, it led to Christology.
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