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PLATO
Classical Athens 5 BCE
· population of about 250000, 50000 with civil rights, rest are slaves
· slaves acquired from trade, wars, slaves having babies

Athenian hegemony until 430 BCE
Peloponnesian War (430-44 BCE)
· Athenian Nacy and allies (Delian League) vs. Spartan Army and allies(Peloponnesian League) 

Thucydides’ “Melian Dialogue” (416-5 BCE) remains a seminal work of IR
· Athenian fleet & army vs. Melos
· Melos was a tiny neutral city; Athenians asked for their surrender, they refused “The strong do what they will and the weak suffer what they must”

A revolution establishes the pro-Spartan oligarchy (The 30 Tyrants” led by Critias) 404-403 BCE
Athenian democracy re-established with a coup, 403 BCE
The wind turned quickly; Sparta proves to be a worse tyrant than Athens. Major cities (Thebes, Corinth, Agos) switch sides (370-BCE). Sparta diminishes, Thebes rises until.... Philip II of Macedon, Father of Alexander the Great

How can I be the wisest man when I know nothing?

Dunning Kreuger Effect
· a cognitive bias that leads unskilled or less-skilled individuals to overrate their knowledge and capacity
· remarkably skilled & knowledgeable individuals overrate others and underrate themselves
· the incompetent individual makes an error about the self, overvaluing the (lack of) competence while the competent person makes an error about others, thinking them as knowledgeable as themselves, thereby under-valuing their competence. 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Socrates himself
· dirt poor (takes no money from his pupils as is the custom)
· unpopular political connections
· mentor, admirer, and lover of Alcibiades 
· Friend of Critias and mentor of Plato (who is the nephew of Critias)
· Wide following, from rich and influential families too 
· People of educated backgrounds 
· “gadfly of Athens” but plato considered him “the wisest and most just of all men”
· 399 BC, Socrates tried in front of a jury of Athens
· Charges: corrupting the Youth & Impiety 

Alcibiades: The Dream-life (or so it began)
· very handsome, very rich, great family, great connections, very clever, strategic      genius, fantastic diplomat
1. Denies the generalship of Athenian forces headed for Sicily, defects to Sparta to catastrophic consequences for Athens 
2. From there, defects to Persian Empire… once things get ugly, convinces the Aegean Satrap of the Empire to switch sides from Sparta to Athens & defects back to Athens
3. As things turn ugly (again) runs to Phyrgia
4. Killed in 404 BCE (house set on fire, shot with dozens of arrows, and stabbed repeatedly)

Highlights from the defense
· Breaks ALL the rules
· No witnesses
· No beggings
· No emotional please
· No rhetorics

Even worse, he
· almost consistently boasts
· compares himself to Achilles and Hercules
· Belittle others
· Insults politicians, poets, craftsmen, philosophers, which were in the jury
· Repeatedly says he’ll keep doing what he has been doing (he’s not wrong)
· Claims he was a gift form god 

For all intense and purposes, the trial and execution was “just”. The decision of the jury was reached after all the procedures were properly followed. 
It is impossible to exaggerate the effect of the trial and the execution of Socrates on Plato. To him this was unfair and absolutelys unjust. 

380 BCE
· Plato almost 50, Aristotle 4 years old
· In the Republic Plato asks, “What is  ?”
· A Just Person/Soul and a Just City-State
· Do we need to be just? Why?

Previously in the Republic
1. The Just City
· Plato is asked what is justice?
· Well it depends, theres a just city and a just person
· He thinks justice is one thing and whether it is in an individual or a city, it will have the same shape 
2. Proper Ordering
· you cannot be just if you do not have a proper ordering/prioritizing of things 
3. One man, One job
· individuals have three souls, gold silver and iron souls, 
· ranks of how good a person is, and what they are destined for
4. Society always trumps the individual

Book 1
· The characters and the plot
· What is justice?
· Justice is obeying the law and paying debts
· Help your friends and harm your enemies
· The strong doing what they will, justice is a convention imposed by the weak

Book II
· Justice, a necessary constraint to protect us from greater evils… why is it a virtue?
· The ring of Gyres
· Perks of injustice
· Can do anything you want
· Justice is this combination -> in other terms, Justice is everyone doing their proper job in/for the society 

Book V
· The City of Words

The Gender ‘Revolution’ in Plato
1. Equality – education & training, (unusual, even ridiculous)
2. Eugenics
3. Generational family relations for complete and genuine unity

· “despite the general inferiority of the female sex” (except in things like the art of weaving, and the management of pancaes and preserves)
· like guard dogs, they should train (naked) and fight together alongside their to be guardian children
· women should get the same education and CAN be rulers
· the current practice is against nature 
· “Possession and use of women and children”
· the wives of our guardians are to be common, and their children are to be common, and no parent is to know his own child, nor any child his parent”
· utility certain, possibility assumed for the sake of argument 

1. Eugenics (breeding with the best,” inferior and deformed children put away
2. Regulated sex life
a. As in: regulated sex orgies, rigged sex lotteries, scheduled births (untimely births also put away) 
3. Also, se as a reward for bravery (such father ought to have as many children as possible) & fully enforced during war (no refusal allowed) 

No slavery

No parent will ever recognize their children
Wet nurses for communal child-rearing
Generational parenthood
· all children of same age brothers & sisters 
· all possible parents like real parents
· quite literally: brothers and sisters in arms
· absolute unity of a very large family

“Can there be any grater evil than discord and distraction and plurality where unity ought to reign? R any greater good than the bond of unity?
· Community of education & community of property & community of family
· Like a finger, if one is hurt, the entire body hurts 

Overall Unity of Hellenes
· Hellenic race is all united together by ties of blood and friendship
· Differences among them barely quarrels among friends; NOT WAR. 

Rules of war 
· no looting
· no despoiling the dead
· no pillaging

Justice exists independent of us, objectively and outside of us. 







May 21 2013

· so long as rulers are not philosophers we will never be rid of evils
 
Knowledge
· that which is infallible
· can never be wrong 
· grasping the essence of something that is immutable and absolute, and unchanging 
Opinion
· varies all of the time
· that which errs

· Some natures ought to study philosophy and to be leaders in the State; others are not born to be philosophers, and are meant to be followers rather than leaders
· Some people are gifted/destined to do things

There is such a thing of absolute beauty/conscious. They are immutable and absolute.
· eg. It is wrong to kill Socrates no matter what.

According to Plato……..
Those who lack the “knowledge of the true being of each thing” are “simply blind.”
The philosopher is a lover of knowledge who is never corrupted.
Being wholly devoted to the truth, they will “hardly feel bodily pleasure”… 
· no longer needs sex 
Will have “magnificence of mind and is the spectator of all time and all existence.” 
· has come to understand that his life/city/everythingdoes not matter, will not care about human life, but also NO fear of death
· has achieved what matterse most
“Noble, gracious, friend of truth, justice, courage, termperance… are his kindred.” We cannot suspect any evil of the band which he leads. His presence alone makes all his followers good. 

Response:
Adeimantus: “Most of them become strange monsters, not to say utter rogues, and… the best of them are made useless to the world” by too much philosophy
· too much philosophy detaches you from the world

Imagine a ship where everyone is blind, blind/deaf captain who does not know navigation, and all of the blind sailors are fighting/killing each other to become captain. 
But the “true” sailor, the “genuine” captain will navigate – look at stars and draw course, and sailors will just ridicule him for looking at the stars. This is how true philosophers are treated in the state. 
· Should he beg the sailors to allow him to command? Involve himselves in these games?
· NO. You take initiative and seek out the doctor as an ill person. 
· The best ruler is the one who does not want to rule. 
· Why would they rule then if they don’t want to rule?
· Because its in their nature to rule, even if he doesn’t want to. It is the just and right thing to do. 

Destroying the Great Soul
· when gifted minds are not educated properly, do they become pre-eminently bad? 
· If you nurture material in the wrong way, it can bcome evil 
· Social pressure and mob rule is the greatest misleader of all
· If they become your judges, you will seek to produce only what they praise 

It is in fact a miracle that philosophers survive all these bad influences…
· exiled noble
· great soul & small city
· weak body
· divine help

The State as the Philophers Drawing Board
· The city is a working canvas for the philosopher king
· One philosopher rule all 

· Above all, the philosopher needs to know the GOOD
· But what is it?
· We don’t get to kno what it is, only that it is “the author of science and truth”, “author of knowledge of all things known.”
· He must discover for himself WILLINGLY using HIS OWN REASONING what is absolute and true

 The Good is to the intellectual world what the Sun is to the visible world
· give life all that is
· makes all sight possible 



The Line Analogy 
Noeisis 			B____________ forms, dialectic
Understanding 

Dianoia 			E____________ mathematical realities, science
Reasoning
				C____________

Pistis 			D____________ objects of sense
opinion

eikasia						images, reflections, works of art
image-making
or imagination 		A____________ 


PLATO’S ALLEGORY OF THE CAVE
What will change for the farmers?
· everybody enefits
· the entire city will be better/stronger for?!
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Aristotle
· had great influence on Islamic and Jewish philosophers
· they named him the first teacher and treated him as the main philosopher
· The First Teacher
· Al-Farabi (9th-10th CE)
· Ibn- Sina (Avicenna) (10th-11th Cent)
· Ibn-Roshd (Averroes)(12th CE)

It is not the political system: it is the human nature. Change not the systems but educate man to be nobler. 


Politics
· Things concerning the polis
· Follows from the ‘Nichomachean Ethics’, he states at the end of NE that ethics naturally follows into politics
· Educated in a court environement

NI revisists the Socratic & Platonic question: How then should we live/What is the best life?
· 10 books
· unlike Platos republic, a practical/empirical approach,
· very critical of his teaher (who was 89 when The Politics was written by the 34 yr old Aristotle)
· claims habits is formatice of character
· thus establishes that who we are is inseparable from what we do (deeds and words determine our being)
· ends and means are never separate and may be the same (not explitictly claimed, largely inferred)
· virtues, justice, practical judgement, happiness, good life, and the highest good 


Human vs. Serious Human 
· a citizen is someone that has an active role in the city’s running
· serious human: someone that lives well and beautifully, conscious of ones acts and deeds, leading a complete life (not just being strong, victorious or beautiful).. 

“Every community is established with the will to some good”
“The state or political community, which is the highest of all… embraces …this to a greater degree”
· Is that right? Is the state the most important community aiming at the highest good?
· Even if the state does not have specific good in mind, it is made possible because the state embraces everything and creates a proper society for good to flourish 

Start from the constituent parts (components) to get the clearest view:
1. Man and Woman -> natural desire to propogate species/family (ruled by man, its master)
· most basic and central building block
2. Village -> Either several families or one extended family (ruled by a King, generally the eldest)
3. The state -> Composed of villages. natural outcome of human existence. 

Zoon Politikon
· Man is a political animal
· Built in him political motivation
· Unique abilities of speech, telling good from evil, just from unjust and so on
· A man who lives in isolation “must be either a beast or a god”
· Perfected, man can be the best of animals: without law and justice the worst 
· Only species that tortures its opponents 

· What binds men together and brings political society and order into existence is Justice: “the determination of what is just”
· This at the same time binds us because we are defined by right and wrong 

1. Man & Woman: 
· Monarchy in family: 
· there is political community within the house
· these are RELATIONSHIPS between each figure… master and slave, husband and wife, father and children
· master and slave
· the slave is a possession, belongs to the master, an instrument of action, a human being and possession 
· slavery is a natural institution (some people born to be slaves, it is natural) 
· a slave’s making (education) is just like that of a tame animal
· a slave needs more admonition and commanding than a child 
· just like man is superior to woman, he rules while she is ruled
· it is clear that some men are by nature, free, and others slaves, and slavery is both expedient and right 
· man and woman
· constitutional rule of husband over wife, and “the inequality is permanent” 
· royal rule (kingship) of the father over the children 
· all members of a house should have certain virtues, man courage, slave obedience etc
· household management and acquiring property 
· using money to acquire property is unnatural, “for money was intended to be used in exchange, but not to increase at interest” 
· managing household is necessary and honorable 
· Aristotle: all riches must have a limit, however that is not the case.



Book 2 
· What form of political community is the best of all for those who are most able to realize their ideal life?
· Aristotle’s best regime: a mix of oligarchy and democracy.. it will balance each other out 
· The nature of state is to be a plurality, not a unity (Plato) and they all should govern in turns 
· People are naturally different 
· There are higher nature and lower nature
· Must train higher natures to be better and that lower natures should be kept down but not ill treated 
· Similar to plato -> gold iron souls 




**fill in notes for may 28
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Thomas Hobbes: The Leviathan   
· was a scientist at heart, and thought he founded the ‘science of politics’ 
· disliked the amount of discussion in political science courses 
· this science would arise from solid definitions of things like liberty, etc
· championed absolute monarchy -> “mortal gods” 

The Leviathan
· absence of gods (led to accusations from Atheism) 
· Social contract & representation (led to assassination attempts and re-exile
· Absolute authority; no accountability, no separation of powers (this led to his censure)
· Yet all political systems are representative/based on contracts 
· Mechanistic conception of state (science)
· Bellum omnium contra omnes 

Leviathan cover
· king made up of little people
· holding the sword and scepter (symbol of church/spiritual power, suggesting there should be no separate/independent church) 

1. The State of Nature 
· all men are equal
· constant quarelling over (1) competition, (2) diffidence, (3) glory using violence to become (1) master of others (2) protection from others (3) trifles
· war of all against all (not constant battle but constant readiness for battle)
· all is allowed, all is rightful

2. The Social Contract
· his contract very includes robbery 
· “If I be forced to redeem myself from a thief by promising him money, I am bound to pay it, till the civil law discharge me” 

Justice
· if there is not law, there is not justice 
· because of an anarchic society, every man is entitled to everything and nothing is unjust 
· right: liberty to do, law: determines and binds, obligation 

Laws of nature – discovered through reason
1. Every man should endeavor for peace
2. Where peace seems unlikely, all can be used in war 
3. Check out chapter XV for the rest 

The Commonwealth 
· the “final cause, end, or design of men is the foresight of their own preservation 
· first time: by Agreement
· there will be NO rebellion or NO revocation
· submit or die
· power is INDIVISIBLE 

The sovereign is NOT bound by the social contract and thus will never be able to break it
· thus is not accountable for any consequences

A discussion of regimes 
One man: monarchy
Few: aristocracy
All: democracy 
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JOHN LOCKE: THE SECOND TREATISE OF GOVERNMENT
· father of classical liberalism
· great influence, most notably the US founding fathers
· against absolute monarchy
· constitutional monarchies and possible parliaments

Two Treatises – Context
· 1689, published anonymously 
· Answers to the discussions of the day
· “Robert Filmer” named in the title 
· The Glorious Revolution 1688 (a year before his publication) 
· Translated and reprinted with parts missing, roughly 1/3 is lost

The Second Treatise – Main Ideas
· “True Original, Extent and End of Civil Government”
· Social Contract with liberal underpinnings
· State of nature
· Property: pre-political 
· Life, liberty, estates
· Right of rebellion 
· Consent and representation

Locke: theory vs. practice
· liberal social contract
· we the people
· life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness 
· representation
· largely cordial human nature
· enlightenment and reason
· (though a bit shady here)
· because he was a racist
· major investor in slavery (RAC)
· constitution of Carolina
· Aristotlean Master/Slave relationship
· Terra Nullius 
· Expulsion and extermination
· A term he used for the Americas (no mans land)

Locke Vs. Hobbes
State of Nature
· L: Nice place, pleasant 
· H: Solitary, poor, nasty, brutish,  short 
Contract
· L: between people and government 
· H: soverign NOT part or bound by it 
State of Law
· L: as agreed upon by all
· H: MUST be better than the state of nature or else: rebellion 
God: 
· L: Very present
· H: No god

Second Treatise
· NO AUTHORITY by claiming descendance from Adam 
· Rule of the strongest (rule of the beasts): “perpetual disorder and mischief, tumult, sedition, and rebellion” 
· Governmental power: NOT fathers, husbands, masters power… (Aristotle) 
· POLITICAL POWER: power/right to make penalties of death and all lesser penalties 

The Lockean State of Nature
· people exist in perfect freedom
· living happing in their law of nature
· have their own possessions
· without depending upon the will of any other man

What dos that mean?
· Perfect freedom?
· Nothing to hinder one’s laws
· Possession in the State of Nature?
· Pre-political 
· We have property because of GOD… the person who gave us lives and liberty also gave us property 
· Law of Nature 
· Reason 
· Lack of reason: noxious animal… you cannot have a contract with him 
· Broken ties: war 
· No master
· Natural equality 

Is there really a state of nature?
· all man exist in that state until they consent themselves members of some politic society
· BUT ALSO 
· IR
· Terra Nullius – Vacant (State of Nature) (Once the whole world was America)
· However does not regard First nations/Asians/Africans etc as humans 

Human Nature
· We are kind and pleasant creatures unless we are not completely human 
· If you are not, you are a noxious creature.. something like a wild savage beast, with whom men can have no society nor security 

Reason
· So, human nature is REASON
· Equality
· Right to punish and demand reparations 
· Keep the (and not just seek) peace
· Blinding contracts at all times “truth and keeping of faith belongs to men, as men, and not as members of society” 
· If I make a contract it is up to ME to upkeep, not the standards of society 

War 
· Kill in self-defense or punishment (theft or murder)
· Main reason for war is the attempt to create mastery 
· Unjust laws
· Broken ties of reason
· “Appeal to Heavens” when no authority exists 

Slavery
· in the SoN: no masters
· in the SoL: Consent is the rule … and no one consents to being a slave, so there cannot be slavery 
· Freedom is absolute, and our lives belong to GOD so it cannot be taken away or given as property to anyone else, thus mastery over anothers life is not possible 
· So NO slavery… unless
· It is a state of war 
· I capture you 

Property – Locke’s Major Deal 
· pre-political
· exists in the State of Nature 
· Comes from God: all the world is our property 
· We all belong to God (so no suicide)
· Also required
· Mixing labour with objects
· BUT: acquisition is the domain of the industrious and rational; others (contentious, lazy, irrational, greedy) cannot acquire 
· Lack of agriculture in Americas 
· Appropriation limited
· Proper use and enjoyment
· No hoarding
· Waste (“spoil”) is the limit
· So converting resources into money is reasonable 
· Land
· All the land that can be productively used 
· Value derives from property’s use and usefulness 

Paternal Power 
· Children: lacking reason thus imperfect
· Parental power NOT arbitrary BUT exists to bring them to reason 
· Sovereign power =/= paternal power 

Laws – Man made
· laws are limitations of a free and intelligent agent that make you better
· no law = no freedom 
· liberty: to be free from restraing and violence from others, which cannot be where there is no law. 
· Grounded in reason 
· So no freedom for children, the infirm or the insane 

Origins of the State 
· Origin of the state is natural
· God made us in a way so we require company 
· Strong obligations of necessity push us into society
· First society: Famiy (Aristotle)
· State grounded in paternal authority 
· Yet political power =/= paternal power

Society
· Family is the first society
· May be the only society if lots of land and few people
· So they have no need to horde/interact/conflict with other societies 
· ‘political’ society comes later
· Consent is a MUST
· One must WANT to join society to become a part of it
· Absolute monarchy: does not work. No common authority over both the subjects and the king 
· At one point it will lead to war

Political Society is Born
· When available land decreases and population increases, Tribal structures (paternalism) spreads

Ends of Society & Consent
· Consent can be in two forms: express or tacit
· Expressed consent… well, kinda obvious no?
· Tacit consent: participating in society’s structures; chiefly holding property 
· Government then has one central purpose: protection of private property 
· Equally, society protects its members from “the corruption and vitiousness of degenerate men” 

Once in a State
· all men give up their powers of 
· “doing whatsoever he thought for the preservation of himself”
· gives up to be regulated by laws made by society 
· The power of punishing he wholly gives up to the lawmaker and subsequent laws

Conquest
· conquest – outright robbery 
· otherwise robbers and pirates can become emperors, an armed robber does not get any title to my property
· justified in a just war
· without individual property 
· this right belongs to the children who will inherit it, so no stealing fomr innocent children
· the conquered can “appeal to heaven”
· usurpation: conquest in domestic conquest, NEVER JUSTIFIED. 

Tyranny 
· Wherever the power is given to the government by people and is abused by government, to impoverish, harass, or subdue the population, this is tyranny 
· Wherever law ends, tyranny begins

Dissolution of the Government
· government is nOT the society

Rebellion
· People have a right and duty to rebel IF
· Creates conditions that are worse than the SoN
· Breach of trust
· Fails to preserve property
· The government breaks the contract 
· Who shall be the judge, whether the prince or legislative act contraty to their trust?
· To this I reply, the people shall be judge
· “… democracy needs a solid base of contentment in order to work, so its not the best to have in response to a rebellion/chaos/poverty”
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Jean Jacques Rousseau 
· 1712-1778 
· famous & vocal deist 
· we were created by a god who left our earth, so we do not need to base our actions on a higher power
· books banned, he was ostracized, attacked
· constantly on the run, fugitive
· “Noble Savage” 

Property
· The first man who claimed property (“this is mine”) was the founder of civil society
· However the stuff on earth belongs to all of us, and stuff on earth belongs to nobody 
· If someone had claimed this ^ there would be no wars or poverty. 

Social Contract 
· NO KINGS 
· Republic (The General Will)
· Natural inequality, but systems work to equalize us.. and the one that does this best is the republic 
· Direct democracy//representation -> but it is a little convenient and time consuming
· It is okay provided it is constant and there is ongoing representation
· People are supreme and sovereign 
· They cannot be subject to any ideas etc
· Government is but a job, a hired agent 
· When someone is dissatisfied with the services then government is no longer effective
· Liberty 
· Taking away our liberty is akin to taking away our Self Preservation

Society and Social Order
· The social order is sacred because it gives birth to all of our other rights, but they are NOT natural at all because they are based on conventions that WE decide 
· Only the family (“most ancient of all societies” is partly NATURAL, but raising our children is based on conventions 
· Liberty ALONE is fully natural. 

Might & Right 
· The strongest is never strong enough to always be the master, unless the transforms strength into right, and obedience into duty 
· We obey force not to di e
· Since no man has natural authority over his fellow, and force creates no right, we must conclude that conventions form the basis of all legitimate authority among men 
· It will be said that the despot assures his subjects civil tranquility 

To Hobbes
· Someone who says a man who gives himself gratuitously into slavery is out of their mind, and thus this madness creates the fact that they have no reason and thus no right to give away their own liberty 

War & Slavery
· you cannot have a citizen enslaved as a result of a war waged by HIS state
· we are naturally driven to preserve ourselves , which is why we have liberty 
· so the only way to have a solution is to negotiate a social contract 

The General Will
· each of us puts his person and all his power in common under the supreme direction of the general will, and, in our corporate capacity, we receive each member as an indivisible part of the whole 
· General Will, formerly called the City, now called the Republic, or called the State or the Sovereign or the Power etc 

Obedience to the General Will
· Individuals MAY wish to disobey 
· State/sovereign persona ficta 
· Free ride problem
· So they should be compelled to obey by all
· Obedience through force makes us free… we become free by becoming  a part of the general will 
· General is identified by FREEDOM, which is different from LIBERTY 

· The Rousseau Social Contract when entered 
· The individual loses his natural liberty to do whatever he wants provided his own limitations 
· Also loses ability to do things/acquire by force 
· However I gain is civil liberty and the proprietorship of all he possesses 
· CL: limited only by the General Will 
· Property: positive trade 


Sovereignty 
· inalienable
· exercise of the general will; masterless & supreme; its power transferred [ruler] its will not
· indivisible 
· will either is, or is not, general 
· infallible 
· always right and for the public good
· NOT the will of all but the gernral will w/out private interests
· So, NO partial societies = to each his own thought 
· They take their own will

Limits of sovereignty 
· Cannot pronounce on a man or a fact
· CORE! Will is always GENERAL
· Pronunciations on man/fact are done by magistrates, the executors of laws 
· So sovereignty can only speak to the BODY OF THE NATION and to no individual 
· It can have no distinction between its members 

What is Law?
· metaphysics will NOT help
· law of nature will NOT help 
· A ruler cannot make a law, it can only decree (magistrate) what law it has been given 
· A law is when the whole decrees for the whole (General Will)
· Any state that was governed by laws is called a Republic 
· Countries governed by men are not republics
· Laws are the only conditions of Civil association
· The people, being subject to the laws, ought to be their author 

The Legislator 
· It would take gods to give men laws 
· Sublime reason; divinely inspired
· Must take from men all he naturally has and give new resources that can ONLY be used with others 
· Must bind men to each other once and for all
· If each citizen is nothing and can do nothing without the rest, and the resources acquired by the whole are equal or superior to the aggregate of all resources of all the individuals, it may be said that legislation is at the highest possible point of perfection 

The People
· liberty may be gained, but can never be recovered
· nations, much like people, have ages and characters 
· some are naturally one way… others become with age 
· small states are always better than big states
· distance, connections, administration, great variety, ruler-ruled relts 
· territory and population: the measures of a body politic
· right combination makes the state really great

The Ends of a State
· Liberty: all particular dependence weakens the state
· Equality: liberty can never exist without
· Distribution of wealth: no one so rich they can buy other men, no one so poor they need to sell themselves 
· Finding the best possible shape for every state 
· Every state is different

Government
· will: legislation
· always the people
· force: execution
· an agent: Kings, governors, prince
· This is solely a commission, an employment 
· Is a moral person endowed to carry out our will 

Its principle
1. The state will always have the same absolute force
· more magistrates = weaker government
· one ruler = most active government
· no way to determine the “Best” government 
· lots of options 

The Best Government: the most prominent indicator: an increasing population

Government vs The People
· H things might is needed for peace and it is – by definition – what makes right 
· L thinks people have a duty to rebel against naked force w/out consent 
· R thinks, if it comes to a conflict, the one with the force will triumph; so pre-emption
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David Hume (1711-1776)
· Scottish enlightenment 
· On reason “reason is, and ought to be the only slave of passions”

Main Ideas
· Does not believe in social contract 
· Believes in force as the basis of states
· Skepticism and empiricism 
· Hume’s Law (Critical inquiry; what is and what ought to be; principles vs facts) 
· Call bs for what it is; also, “Stercus Accidit” = shit happens 

Of the Original Contract
· A fabric of a “philosophical or speculative system of principles” annexed to a political party’s program to cover its actions..
· Unshapely workmanship, marks of violence 

2 arguments:
· First argument: obvious.. if you believe in god
· Yet how does that make a sovereign God’s vice-regent?
· If so, the lowliest constable should have divine authority 
· Second argument: “It cannot be denied, that all government is, at first, founded on a contract”
· But there is no PHYSICAL contract 
· So we trace it to the nature of man 
· The chicken-egg contract
· At the beginning, one person having dominion over somebody is impossible unless the consent 
· (The very first time) this could only happen because of CONSENT 
· Originally it must have been rule by persuasion and not by command (somebody says get out, there’s a fire, and people leave) 
· “each exertion of authority.. must have been particular” 
· Yet with every use they became more frequent, “and their frequency gradually produced a habitual, and, if you please to call it so, a voluntary, and therefore precarious, acquiescence in the people
· Some partisan philosophers claim it does not and has never rested on any other foundation other than consent
· So; just and only the consent of the people 
· So; everyone has the right to resist at all times 
· So it would be weird if our consent was steady until this day

 Hume thinks both these sources are just; except not in the way their proponents think..
All governments are founded originally, either on usurpation or conquest or both, without any pretense of a fair consent, or voluntary subjection of the people
This is all the “original contract” = FORCE

Elections
· either few great men decide for the whole or the fury of a mob following an unknown leader
· are they reall of such mighty authority as to be the only lawful foundation of all government and allegiance?
· The most “terrible event”: the dissolution of a govt, giving liberty to the multitude and making the establishment of a new govt depend on their choice
· At this point, every wise man would wish a general with an army would come reestablish order (Hobbes)

Still
· he does not say CONSENT is bad, he is only saying the theory of social consent is bad
· however this does not mean that all governments were found on consent
· “some other foundation of government must also be admitted”

Nature of Man
· if men was so just that he wouldn’t touch another’s property we would have reaind in that state of absolute liberty without giving up any of our rights
· human nature is uncapable of such perfection
· if men always knew their interests all governments would always and only be submitted to through consent and would be fully canvassed by all members of the society before submission
· this state of perfection is equally superior to human nature 

Origins of government are much less accurate
· if we were to imagine a time when consent was least regarded, it would be precisely on the establishment of a new government
· so what is the origin, the source?
· The original establishment was formed by violence, and submitted to from necessity. The subsequent administration is also supported by power, and acquiesced in by the people, not as a matter of choice, but of obligation.”
· It is time that removes all problems: over time usurpers become lawful princes
· It is not public consent that makes a man the prince, it is the acceptance of a man as the rightful-legitimate prince that creates consent. 

How about tacit consent?
1. By birth -> not quite consent
2. Leaving – how? Kidnapped mans consent
3. travelling? Restrictions 

· one is always born into a constitution and is shaped by his age/time/country


Nature of Morality
· there are two types of moral duties
· 1. Natural ones (pity, love, gratitude) we all feel their power before any reflection
· 2. those that rise from obligation, keeping justice, etc 

· allegiance
· a political-civil duty (olike justice and fidelity)
· our instinct would be not to be ruled or failing that, to seek to rule 
· without an authority over all of us, society would be dissolved; so we must obey too
· this observation is the soruce of all allegiance 

Obedience
· Why do we obey? because society otherwise could not subsist: and this answer is clear and intelligible to mankind
· The answer “because we should honor our contract” is not reliable 
· But isn’t this consent?
· What authority any moral reasoning can have, which leads into opinions so wide of the general practice of mankind, in every place but this single kingdom, it is easy to determine
· Why create theories that are only applicable in a hypothetical political world? 

Hume’s ultimate points:
· political agenda behind the SC is right? Public consent can and should be withdrawn when a public feels gov is not good 
· but the principle used to reach here, that all govt is initially founded on a contract, is just made up..
· HUMES LAW 



Immanuel Kant (1724-1804)
What is enlightenment?
· “enlightenment is the human being’s emergence from his self-incurred minority” 
· cannot think for himself
· lack of resolution and courage
· laziness and cowardice
· gladly remains minors for life for others for leave
· “Sapere Aude”

Guardians
· I need not think, If only I can pay; others will readily undertake the irksome business for me
· Guardians have kindly taken it upon themselves to supervise
· Help others think and tell them what to do (just system for Plato)
· Turning men into ‘dumb’ domesticated animals 
· A singly individual’ very hard and less useful 
· A public should enlighten itself is more ossible but only slowly
· Not a revolution but an evolution
· A revolution may well bring about a failing off of personal despotism, and of avaricious or tyrannical oppression but never a true 

Freedom
· of thought
· the public use of ones reason must always be free
· the private use often be very narrowly restricted
· complete freedom and is even called upon to communicate to the public
· 1 don’t argue, obey
· 2 argue as much as you want, obey
· 3 impermissible to argue, just obey
· a priest is not and cannot be  free, since he is carrying out antoehrs commission 

Enlightenment
· anybody renouncing enlightenment violates the sacred right of humanity 
· a monarch even less

June 13, 2013 
Karl Marx – The Communist Manifesto
To take away from marx.
· The history of all hitherto existing society is that history of class struggles
· Historical materialism (as opposed to Kant’s Nature and Hegelian Idealism : History driven by…
· Linear History with an end
· Capitalism – dictatorship of the bourgeoisie 
· Proletarian – the working class 
· Socialism – the dictatorship of the proletariat 
· Communism – stateless and classless society 
· State always becomes a tool for certain interests 

The Communist Manifesto 
· commissioned by the Communist League (a british polt party) – 1848 
· first draft written by engels
· written in an era of enormous political and economic change 
· industrial and political revolutions abound
· recession and food shortages
· rise of nationalism 
· definitely one of the most important documents ever written 
· Marxism synonymous with communism 

Manifesto
· a spectre is hauting Europe, the spectre of communism: and all countreis seek to exorcise it. So;
· communism is a power
· and this is what it is…

Chapter 1 – Bourgeois and Proletarians 
· The history of all hitherto existing society is the history of class struggles
· Freeman and slave 
· Patrician and plebian
· Lord and serf
· In short: oppressor and oppressed
· Constant opposition to each other; Civil war
· Revolution OR the ruin of all 

· Historical materialism
· History unfolds through changes in material conditions 
· The relations of production determine the age 
· Tribes and cities become 
· Empires that give way to 
· Feudalism that becomes 
· Capitalism that will become 
· Again: revolution OR the ruin of all

· Classes
· We ALWAYS had them
· Multiple layers and hierarchies in every age 
· Capitalism, however, simplified them greatly: 2 classes emerge 
· Bourgeoisie and proletariat 

· The Rise of the Bourgeoisie 
· New markets, new trade routes, increasing commodities, means of exchange, and so on
· A world market (China, Americas, Africa) led to greater industry, commerce, communication 
· Feudal nobility = oppressed cass
· Medieval cities and communes = self governing association 
· As it strengthened = counterpoise (either with the king against the nobility or vice versa)… thus a third power, a third estate 
· Modern industry and of the world market = conquered exclusive political sway 
· The executive of the modern state is but a committee for managing the common affairs of the whole bourgeoisie 

· A changing world
· The modern bourgeoisie is itself the product of a long course of development, of a series of revolutions in the modes of production and of exchange
· Agricultural revolution
· Industrial revolution
· Steam power
· Machinery 

· The Bourgeois Revolutions
· The bourgeoisie, historically, has played a most revolutionary part
· Feudalism, religiosity, chivalry, sentimentalism, all ended 
· In one world, for exploitation, veiled by religious and political illusions, it has substitute naked, shameless, direct, brutal exploitation
· It has resolved personal worth into exchange value 
· It has converted the physician, the lawyer, the priest, the poet, the man of science, into its paid wage labourers
· People = commodities 
· Constant revolutionizing
· Cannot exist without constantly revolutionizing the instruments of production, and thereby the relations of production, and with them the whole relations of society
· The need of a constantly expanding market for its products chases the bourgeoisie…

Ruin of all?
· now we have more stuff that we ever had before
· we have newer things
· and more people
· yet we have limited resources 
 
A New World
· in place of old wants, satisfied by the production of the country, we find new wants, requiring…the products of distant lands and climes
· in place of the… national… self-sufficiency… universal inter-dependence of nations 
· and as in material, so also in intellectual production
· the intellectual creations become common property 
· from the numerous national nad local literatures, there arises a world lteature
· GLOBALIZATION!


Unifying Capitalism
· An ideal mode of production – a cosmopolitan character to production and consumption in every country
· Raw material drawn from everywhere, workforce coming and going 

Modernity from capitalism?
· urbanization
· needs and creates cities
· large and concentrated populations
· civilization
· needs and creates consumers and producers
· political centralization
· laws, taxes, nations

Not that Marx is unappreciative…
· the bourgeoisie is the most extreme revolutionary force the world has ever seen
· has created so many inventions etc 

The conditions of the working men
· an appendage of the machine to accomplish the most monotonous, most easily acquired knack 
· therefore as the repulsiveness of the work increases, the wage decrease
· as soon as he is paid, he gives it all away.. to landlords et
· not only are they slaves of the bourgeois class and of the bourgeois state, they are daily and hourly paid by the machine 

Inherent instability
· Periodic crises in the nature of Capitalism
· Te commercial crises that by their periodical return put the existence of the entire bourgeois society on its trial each time more threateningly
· Happens because productive forces of society get ahead of the society 
· They create so much that the society cannot use and are thus overproductive 
· it creates bubbles that burst
· it is the nature of the capitalist system
· emerge the gravediggers
· the working men organize
· stages of development
· individual labourers, workpeople of a factory, people of one trade, one locality, workers of one boss
· not against the system but smaller targets
· but then they begin to increase in number and strength.. unions form
· yet true unity is not easy
· competition for jobs and wages
· The proletariat grows
· More and more intermediate classes fall to the lower ranks, adding their voice and strength 
· But all other classes fight for their own survival, so they are considered to be conservative… because proletariats try to achieve beyond their needs
· The worst off class (lumpenproletariat) is an exception; it becomes the tool of reactionary forces 
· The proletariat is fully alienated from society; no property, different household relations, enslaved by the bourgeois mode of production …
· It has only one way: whole society must change 
· The proletarian movement is the self-conscious, independent movement of the immense majority, in the interest of the immense majority 
· Gravediggers
· The bourgeoisie are their own gravediggers
· Its fall and the victory of the proletariat are inevitable 

The 2008 Bailout

Communists and Communism
· are the proletariat in interest, in principle, in belonging
· BUT – the proletariat is not specified to be the communist
· Their understanding is superior  
· They do not value reform, only revolution
· Marxs description of communists are kind of like warrior-scholars 

Property
· The bourgeois conception of property based on the exploitation of the many by the few
· In this sense, …….
· Property of the capitalist
· Capital is social power
· Therefore property acquired through capital should also be social
· When taken over it still belongs to society; it has simply lost its class character 
· Property of the labourer 
· What is acquired through personal labour is well earned 
· It is not exploitative 
· But if we do not have property, what motivation will we have?
· It has been objected that upon the abolition of private propwerty, all work will cease, and universal laziness will overtake us 
· Bourgeois society ought long ago to have gone to the dogs through sheer idleness’ for those of its members who work, acquire nothing, nd those who acquire anything do not work 

New social relations
· New family: the bourgeois family is based on capital and private gian
· Wife and kids are seen only as instruments of producti onand gain
· New education: what is possible depends on what is thought to be possible 
· The working men have no country: national difference and antagonisms are vanishing 



June 18, 2013
Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche 
Beyond Good and Evil

· 1844-1900 
· became a professor of theology at 24 
· father died when he was 2, thus grew up surrounded by women 
· this did not like or understand women 
· had health issues 
· 1889: suffered mental collapse 
· writings appropriated by Nazis 
· did not support democracy, found 

Main Ideas
· God is dead, but his shadow is still here, which is what we discuss 
· Does not like Christian morality; concepts of good and bad… finds it a ‘slave morality’ that imagines a different world that deals with bad guys, but doesn’t do it in their own life
· Identifies Jews as a “slave rebellion” and supports them, but blames them for the spread of Christianity 
· History as eternal recurrence, and is the measure of a good life.. if you want to live your life over and over again
· Objectivity and truth
· Life as the ultimate value 
· Life affirming & life denying
· Reason vs. Passion & excess 
· Sees life as a balance between Apollo (God of Reason) and Dionysus (God of Excess/Passion/Ecstasy)

Regimes of Truth -> All things are subject to interpretation. Whichever interpretation prevails at a given time is a function of power and not truth.

 Beyond Good and Evil: Prelude to a Philosophy of Future
· 1886
· Attacks Socrates, Plato, Descartes, Kant
· Hobbes, Locke, and Hume “Debase” and “devalue philosophy”
· Bashes the obsession with Truth and the explicit focus on Reason
· Morality -> BEYOND good and evil replacing the same old dogmas/lies 
· Aphorisms 
· Poetry
· Word
· Sold a total of 113 copies including library copies …

On Truth
· supposing truth is a woman – what then?
· Certainly, she has never allowed herself to be won
· Imposing and absolute philosophical edifices as the dogmatists have hitherto reared 
· Perspective – the fundamental condition of life
· Christianity
· Platonism for the people 
· Living life believing that something else regulates us is extremely weak 
· Enlightenment: unrivalled tension
· Jesuits
· Democratic Enlightenment 
· Free spirits 

Truth: The Concealed God
· we are searching for a God, which is Truth
· but what is the value that we associate with truth? What makes it better than untruth?
· Claimed Socrates was a useless, wicked old man, who made up an absolute truth to make himself important
· 
Thought as an instinctual activity 
· thinking is determined by instinct, and is an animal activity 
· we think we are better than animals because our thinking is more refined, but this is not true at all 
· so then what matters?
· An evil truth will have no value. Only things that enhance our lives have value 
· Life promoting vs life denying
· no life without lies 
· UNTRUTH AS A CONDITION OF LIFE
· To recognize untruth as a condition of life 

Adventavit asinus, Pulcher et fortissimus 
· strong and brave

To live & Human Nature 
· you see nature after your image
· so when you interpret nature, it is solely your own interpretation, so you cannot claim this is the way nature is

To create
· philosophy is the tyrannical drive to make life after your own image; aftery our own desires and wishes…
· philosophy is the most spiritual will to power; the will to create the world 
· remember now Kants 9th thesis
· Things never ARE: they are what we make them 

Why is belief in such judgements necessary?
· they MUST be believed to be true 
· our belief makes them true 
· we need them to be true so we believe in them
· authors of our own detiny
· but sconcious thought as an instinctive activity

Belief in the Soul
· because the sould is pure and clean, while his prosecutor will have a torutured, black soul
· we have a better time believing in the soul because it gives us an easier life
· calls philosophers “psychologists” because they attempt to analyse life
· also calls them “artists” because they try to recreate the world in the most beautiful way 
· he finds that precisely thereby he is also condemned to INVENT – and who knows, perhaps to discover the new…


…

dividium 
· we put reason at the top yet we disregard everything else (criticism of plato)
· so life is an unstoppable relation. 

Free will
· there is no free will in life. It is only strong or weak will and those with stronger will do what they want

Causa Sui
· the desire for freedom of will
· to ascertain that our life is a result of our actions, and there is no luck 
· “to pull oneself up into existence by the hair”, out of the slough of nothingness 

Message
· some people are better than others
· these people should be the top at society, organizing and running it
· however he builds his society on ‘nothing’
· what other people are telling you is all MADE UP 
· people should think for themselves































Exam format
· three essay questions
· encompasses viewpoints of all readings 
· discussions will not be relevant 
· do not memorize quotes
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