RELI 2732 – Lecture 5 – Christian Perspectives

October 3rd 

Christianity

-accepted the Old Testament as scripture

-their writing is called the New Testament – the first 4 books are the Gospels and contain the life of Jesus

-about 40,000 different sects/denominations


-shows how many aspects Christianity can be widely interpreted

Jesus

-born into a regular Jewish family 

-Parents, Mary and Joseph were travelling for a government census and the inns were all full – stayed in a manger/barn where Jesus was born

-Unordinary birth


-virgin mother


-foretold by an angel

-he is the son of God, sent by God and is one with God

-seen as part of the holy trinity, the three aspects of God


-father (creator)


-son (entered creation)


-holy spirit (divine power of God)

-he was a wise child 

-baptised by John the Baptist, a mystic linked to apocalyptic times 

-the baptism was the beginning of Jesus’ career –seen as a rebel preacher in the Jewish religion

-believed that all evil came from within and was not from an outside influence. The spirit of the heart behind the act also dictates a good person

-Jesus died of crucifixion – being hung on the cross – a humiliating, long and public death

-done in a public area as a warning to the people to not commit the same crimes or act in the same manner

-crowd control

-discouragement for political crimes

 -he was placed in a rock tomb 
-resurrected and ascended to heaven, stating he would return to defeat his enemies

-he was accepted and proclaimed to be the promised Messiah – Christ derives from the Greek word for Messiah

Sects of Judaism 

-competed for control

-Sadducees: wealthy, priestly, aristocratic sect – also a minority


-rejected the idea of resurrection

-Pharisees: middle class people, established synagogues

 -created the doctrine of resurrection 

-Zealots: revolutionaries, armed rebellion against Romans

-Essenes: simple, celibate lifestyle


-also rejected resurrection, but believed in the immortality of the soul

-Gnostics – closely related to the Essenes – believed in the immortality of the soul, rejected resurrection 


-stronger denigration of the body – believed it to be a prison to the soul

-Christianity began as one of the many sects – very small. 


-began within the soup of ideas from the other sects. 


-had to take a stand on the many debated ideas between sects 

View of Death in the New Testament 

-not regarded as a natural state of being 

- came into the world through the original sin (*see cuLearn for relevant passages handout)

-Christians inherited the idea that Adam’s sin separated God from all those who descend from Adam 


-all descendants of Adam have the sin – all humankind
-Jesus was known as the “Second Adam” 

-represents a new beginning for humanity (Adam was the first man, the first beginning) 

-by sinning, humans brought death upon themselves 

-Paul states that death is an enemy 


-sin and death are generally related to as enemies of humankind

-belief in heaven and hell more important to Christians than to Jews as they relate it exclusively with the second coming of Jesus to judge 

-the eternal soul, the body and any immortality was given by God – the soul was not immortal in and of itself (unlike Greek philosophy)

-the term “eternal life” is used over “immortal soul” as immortal soul implies endless living, no value 

Resurrection

-represents the conquest of death

-death is denied as the ultimate victory because of the transformation brought on by resurrection

-According to Paul, resurrection is not reconstituting the physical body but is the transformation from the mortal body to a spiritual body – its nature is eternality
-it is a continuity of this body, but is transformed 

-in the time of Jesus, there was a movement called apocalyptical eschatology 


-found in the book of Revelations, written by John 

-Jesus’ resurrection is seen as the opening act for the revelation 

-describes the terrors of the last days, describes heaven and hell 

(*see cuLearn)

Additional notes 
2. Earthly perfection, no evil
3. Satan will be thrown into a lake of fire, marking the end of death and evil

4. Universal resurrection to receive judgement

5. New heaven, new earth, new Jerusalem – paradise regained 

-the cataclysmic events will start with the second coming of Jesus 


-those who lived in the time of Jesus and shortly after believed that the time of a second coming was very soon 

-they saw it as in their lifetime – therefore they didn’t need to worry about what would happen to them when they die, because they would be living in the 1000 years of Christ’s reign 

-they believed this because of their belief in the resurrection of Jesus 

-after about 100 years with no second coming, Christians had to rethink the end times and the events 
-caused many questions: what happens when I die?, where do the souls wait for resurrection?

-death and afterlife became separated from the end of the world – no longer were they linked together 


-the eternal soul kept the connection to the end of the world 

What happens to the soul between death and resurrection?

-many arguments 


-“soul sleep” –unconscious, unknowing 


-enjoying some immediate reward or punishment 



-the soul and the body are reunited upon resurrection for judgement 

Heaven and Hell

-we no longer typically perceive the cosmos the way they were in the middle ages 

-heaven in the top sphere, Humans In the middle, and the underworld or hell at the bottom 

-heaven is not a particularly metaphysical experience, it can be found here and now in God’s grace 

-Faith as salvation – faith is a gift from God. If faith is present that is an idea of salvation here and now
-heaven is a mode of being 

-hell is not a physical place – it can be the exclusion from fellowship with God 

How could God subject his people to life in hell?

-no eternity that we can conceive of that is beyond God’s mercy

Purgatory

-means to purge or to purify – it is the process of purification 

-intermediate state between heave and hell – not a biblical idea 

-offers a solution to the issue of what happens to a soul who is not good enough for heaven, but not bad enough for hell

-seen as a “demi-hell” 

-in the middle ages, you could purchase prayers or indulgences that could help passed loved ones’ souls be released to heaven faster

