RELI 2732 - Lecture 2 - Course Intro + Primal Religions
September 12th

(cont.)

-Harvard criteria for irreversible coma (*see cuLearn) - criteria of brain death

-death truly is a metaphysical thought - it is out of our realm

-Nematode worms emit blue light in death process (*see cuLearn)

-death is not a moment, it is a process 

-Robert Veatch's definition of death (*see cuLearn)

-What is the state of death like? 


experience of nothingness


silence


relaxing


it is an inconceivable state/notion


oblivion


darkness


unconsciousness
-Death can be described as desirable if it is the end of something negative 

(ie. sickness, suffering)

-many secularists believe that a belief in the afterlife is wishful thinking - help ease our minds on the thought and concept of death

Tribal Beliefs
-indigenous, primal religious systems have three major characteristics 

1. Duality of the Universe

-Two aspects: the visible (our ordinary life) and the invisible (the place of vast spirit powers, where the dead go) 

-The invisible can sometimes break out into our visible world

-A shaman is capable of accessing the spirit power of the invisible world. Mediates between both worlds. Does so for the practical benefit of the community

2. Duality of the Person

-The material and Immaterial - the body and the soul

-physical health and longevity are side effects of spiritual healing 
-sickness has its origin in the spirit world - it is a soul sickness and is not regarded as having a material aspect


-Some non-physical causes of death/sickness:



-soul-loss - shaman would have to retrieve it



-spirit possession



-Intrusion of a disease spirit


-spirit attack - spirits interact with humans. Spirits are not always treated well and may attack. Shamans pacify the offended spirit.

-violation of taboos - different depending on the group. Can result in sickness

3. Social Functions of Religions

-Small scale communities form tightly knit groups or kins

-they have strong links to the environment 

-healing is available for the person, the society and the environment of a tribe

-illness is a sign of imbalance - death in the community causes a 'soul sickness' and everyone must be healed from it. 

-animation/spiritualization of an object

-both worlds are interconnected

-humans are a kind of person in a personable/spirit universe

-Shamans can access and travel to other cosmos

-shamans serve the welfare of a particular group

(*see cuLearn for an overview)

Concepts of Soul

-describes the invisible, innermost aspect of a person

-understood as unitary, eternal, undying essence of a person

-soul in primal religions is very different from our modern day concept


-there are many souls associated with the individual (ie. shadow, dream, 
life souls)


-they are mobile and material. Can flee the body from fear, can be harmed 
can be visible (smoke-like)

-not necessarily eternal: will eventually die after several deaths

Death in Africa

-Death is seen to be sent by God or the Medicine man 

-sickness is sent by a dark power

Rituals and Beliefs of the Yombe

(tribe of Northern Zambia)

-a baby or child is not regarded as a person. They become a person when they are socially accepted into the group


-children are in and in-between. They do not yet have protection from the 
community


-if a baby or child dies before being accepted and becoming a person they 
are disposed of without community/social recognition - however not 
without feelings and personal recognition

