Ming-Qing Transition

· “Why did the Ming collapse?”
· Before we can answer that we have to consider how it was supposed to work, and what was changing toward the end?

Ming Government
· Emperor and Inner Court (the most powerful, but still has to work with the system)
· Inner Court: Forbidden City (the government institution)
· Why facing the south? Psychological significance  (expanding from the north to the south)
· Outer Court
(the ministries: Civil Appointment, Rites,  Finance, War, Punishments, Works)
(Five separate Military Commissions, Censorate)
· The development of bureaucracy led China to become a strong empire
· Regional Administration (Province, Prefecture, County)
· The Chinese system: you’re only as good as your ability (unlike Europe), the measure of success (through training, examinations)
· Examination System: Confucian Classics, Licentiate (xiucai), provincial juren,
 metropolitan jinshi (pass to prove that you are the absolute best to serve the emperor)
· Lineages
Ming Foreign Relations
· Official Isolations 
· Tributary relations (Vietnam, Korea, Others)
· Rivals (Mongols, Jurchen)
Ming Economy
· Rural Economy
South: Rice, higher level of tenancy
North: Millet and wheat, lower level of tenancy, dry land agriculture
· Urban Economy
Hierarchy of walled cities and towns
Handicraft industries, interregional trade, international trade
· International trade 
Macao founded 1556 
(Chinese silk,  Japanese silver, traded by Portuguese and Dutch)
1571 – Manila founded (Spain/ 25,000 Chinese merchants)
Single Whip Tax reform 1581
· Consequences of international trade?
Urban, especially coastal prosperity, cultural change
Rural cash cropping, inflation, tenancy
Why did the Ming Collapse?
· Incompetent Emperor: refused to attend the court, refused to keep up with country circumstances, allowed fractional power to grow
· Rapid growth of eunuch power – they got more and more power and responsibility, operating on behalf of the emperor, control the emperor
· Loss of support from scholar elite (saw the eunuchs messing around)
· Official and eunuch corruption
· Silver Crisis
· Government spending
· Ecological disaster 
· Foreign wars  (Japan, Manchu)
· Rebellion (Li Zicheng)
