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PHI 1101 R: Reasoning and Critical Thinking: test 2

A) Three main theories of meaning are:
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B) Are the following sentences performative utterances? (Explain very briefly your -

verdict)
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1. “I am going to resign tomorrow” (Said by the Prime Minister to his wife) 7
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2. “I must do something for hlm (Said by woman about her husband)
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3. “I declared this building offi icially open yesterday (Said by politician to his daughter)
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C Identify the problem of vagueness and amblgulty (if any) in the fo!lowmg sentences, If
ambiguous, state at least two alternative meanings.
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1. In his will, Uncle Henry left his diamond watch and his Rolls-Royce to his nephews Peter and
John
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2) Always do the loving thing
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3. Staying out of trouble is my end.
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4.11love phllOSOphy more than my wife.
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5. Headline: Elderly Often Burn Victims.
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6. The patient has been depressed since she began seeing me in 19
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D Words may be defined by these methods: synonym, genus and species, enumeration,
ostention, and example Examine the definitions below and identify the method used.
3/50

1. If a guy who can meet the legal requireménts goes into a gun store and buys a pistol for ,
somebody with a criminal record who can’t meet the requirements, that’s called a straw purchase.
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2 A perfect number is a number that is the sum of its divisors.
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3 Man is a rational animal..
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E There are two main types of Definitions:
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F Consider the definitions below and explain on what (if any) grounds they might be criticized.
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1. A Hungarian is someone from Hungary
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2. Phenomenology emphasizes the intentionality of consciousness.
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3. Opera is merciless shrieking that appeals to those who confuse pam for pleasure.
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Y’\ eeswe shil ke opers,
4. A chair is a wooden piece of funmtu:e designed for sitting. w o
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5. Man is a rational ammal R
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6. Religion is the opiate of the masses. (Karl Marx)
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7. A “curette” is a spoon- shaped surgical instrument used to remove tissue from a body cavity. } X gfa
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8. Hockey is a game played on ice in Canada Bmove Tissue o 4 dlj ‘ "‘ZV &

s 7
- CRNY "[47 S Ve (2D kRS MNe (W\L (C’l f“ { amc \l,
’;@' O L W—é ,’!\,y\g’/tra{”‘ (C.M‘ L; C V‘\c ¥ () [y i\\ ll J F’ J . "
| Too boted heve are olhur gae play
T : ¢ ‘e
9. A lesbian is a woman who wants to have sex with any other woman. (5"" ada o b
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G For the each of emotive words below, first determine which reaction (positive or negative)
the emotive ianguage would produce in a reader or listener. Than supply a word (or a
phrase) that is more neutral than the underlined language or a word (or a phrase) that
would evoke a reaction opposite to the intended one.
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1. My sister is skinny
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2. My opponent always wraps himself in the tlag on issues concerning veterans.
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3. My uncle has decided to take a chance on the stock market
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H) Check for bias and slanting in the following arguments and reports. (12\50)

1. Arguably, the reason people are in favor of euthanasia is because of their still strong desires
toward ethnic cleansmg After all, the ]i?ZlS were in favor of euthanasia.
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2. Populated by deer, alligators, wild turkeys, and a tribe of Indians who annually perform a rite
known as the Green Corn Dance, the track of land could surely accommodate a super jetport
twice the size of Kennedy International in New York and still have a one mile buffer on every

side to minimize intrusion in the lives of any eventual resident. )4
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3. Throughout history, crimes of ignorance and greed have been beset upon us by government,
and now corporations are jumping on the gravy train. The recent use of Franken-Foods, foods
genetically altered, may well cause unnamed defects in us or our children, and yet these unnatural
mutations are being crammed down our throats without our consent. Put a stop to genetically
altered foods!
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4. The Sierra clubs of Canada, the World Wildlife Fund and Toronto Environmental Alliance
have succeeded in steering this issue from the path of sound science to a political terror
campaign. Their strategy of hijacking municipal councils into adopting bans (on pesticides for
LOSITILUCS purposc) has been well-orchestrated and successtul \ )
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