Democracy and its alternatives

The different versions of democracy
-greek origin of the concept

ancient vs modern
-direct democracy
-representative democracy

Nin-democratic regimes 
Authoritarian
-Louis XIV
-Tsars of Russia
-Saudi Arabia

Dictatorships
-Personal dictatorships
-Party dictatorships
-Military Dictatorships
-Theoretic Dictatorships


Non- Democratic Regimes
Totalitarian
Totalitarian regimes
-stalinist Soviet Union
-Nazi Germany
-China under Mao

north korea is the only totalitatian regime we have now

Sources of powers: Democracy vs Non-Democratic Regimes

-Authority
--The power to make binding decisions and issue obligatory demands

-Legitimacy
--When the members of the political community accept the authority of those in government
--when government authority is based on legitimacy, citizens feel thy have a duty or obligation to obey, or abide by, what the government legislates.

Governing is easier when people accept that those who are in position of authority are legitimate.

Sources of Legitimacy (Max Weber)
-charismatic authority
-Traditional authority
-Legal-rational authority

Elections in Non-democratic countries
-elections are also used by dictators
--provide legitimacy at home and abroad
--but risky
--yet, frequent
---Russia (free but really fair..?)
--Zimbabwe

Take Home Messages:
1. Whethere or not there are pre-conditions to democracy is subject to dispute. However, democracy has flourished in  number of regions of the world.

2. Democratic transition can occur through different processes.

3. Young democracies are very fragile. Factors that make democracy endure are:
-economic growth
-economic equality
-international climate
-institutional design

Key Terms
-ideology
-liberalism
-Reform Liberalism
-Neo-Liberalism
-Conservatism
-Neo-Conservatism
-socialism
-social democracy
-facism
-religious fundamentalism
-end of history
-feminism
-environmentalism
-country spotlight: Cambodia


Is ideaology still a salient force in political life?

What are some of the negative aspects associated with ideologies?
-is one special ideology prominent in today’s society?

Political Ideology:
“a package of interrelated ideas and beliefs about government society, the economy, and human nature that inspire and affect political action.”

Development of political ideology is associate with the enlightenment of the 18th century.

Liberalism
Empshasis on individual freedom, worth of each individual, and tolerance (inspired by the philosophy of John ocke, John Stuart Mills, Adam Smith

-Progress best achieved by unleashing potential of individual, power of individual reason

-Seek to limit scope of government acitivity
--Laissez-Faire economics: business, labour and consumers interact without government interference. Government to maintain order, enforce contracts.

Liberalism in the 20th Century
Reform Liberalism
-Mintz: “a version of liberalism that combines support for individual freedon with q belief that government action may be needed to help remove obstacles to insiduvial development.”

Neo-Liberalism:
-reaction to the economic crisis of the 197-‘s and large deficits
-Return to Laissex-Faire economics associate with classical liberalism.

Conservatism:
-“Mintz: “an ideology that emphasizes the values of the order, stability, respect for authority, and tradition, based on a view that humans are inherently imperfect, with a limited capacity to reason.

-change should be slow, graual, and ocnsisitent with traditions of a particular country.
- need a strong governemt to promote order and stability.

Neo-Conservatism
-combined the promotion of free-market capitalism with cultural and moral values (so neo-liberal economic policies with social conservatism)

-lament decline of values

-important difference with traditional conservatism

Socialism
Belief that humans are social animals and the capitialism is undermining the co operative and community-oriented nature of humanity.

Marxist-Leninists believe that socialism could only be achieved through a violent revolution and the dictatorship of the workers.

Democratic socialists believe that socialism should be achieved by democratic means and should provide basic political rights.

Social Democracy:
 Contrary to socialists, do not want to overthrow the capitalist system, but…

-social democrats support a democratic government that intervene extensively to privde for the well-being of citizens.

-like liberals, believe political rights, freedom, and the primacy of the rule of law.

Fascism:
-“mintz: “an ideology that combines an aggressive form of nationalism with a strong belief in the naturalness of inequality and opposition both to liberalism and communism.

Individuals are emotional/irrational- need direction.

Individuals are by nature unequal

-subordination of the individual of the state

The left and the right:

Take Home messags:
-Liberalism was largely a product of the enlightenment. Associated with limited government, civil and political rights, as well as the free market.

-Most other ideologies developed in reaction to the rise of liberalism, challenging its focus on the primacy of the individual and a free market eceonomic system.

-key debate is whetherthere is really today a strong, coherent ideological alternative to liveralism and liberal democracy.


Mid-Term Test:
Two parts:
First: key terms (4) yes: liberalism, no reform liberalism and transition to democracy
Second: essay, 2 choices, pick 1
Lectures and assigned readings

Not first lecture

Key Terms:
Present the definition presented in the lecture
Present the different dimensions/aspects of this concept
Provide examples
Present some of the debates related to that concept (readings)

Length:  1 page, no point form.

Essay:
Intro should have a thesis/argument.
Only use “I” in intro, if that
Organize your argument in different sections
Define key concepts. For example, if the question is about consolidation of democracy, you should tell us what is a consolidated democracy.

If relevant, try to make references to the readings, “name dropping”, etc.

If relevant, try to acknowledge different view points.
[bookmark: _GoBack]























jttey

st v e

s
oot

Dicsenis
iy coripe
Tieocicarips

o bt

priiii ol

pte=
[E———
P ————

Aty
e T ——

gy
i e e by e ety s
B et sty b gy e v o
oo, of ey whet e e A

ot cr sl g ot b oot oty
i

PR—



