
Issues in popular music 10/09/13

Classes 2 & 3: Commodification and Standardization

Theodor Adorno (1903-1969)

· Member of the Frankfurt School
· Colleagues include Horkheimer, Marcus, Habermas 
· Critical Theory
· Marxist understanding of society 
· Criticized capitalism 
The Culture Industry 

· Made up of economic institutions 
· It produces forms of culture that are commodities 
· According to Adorno, the commodification of cultural products leads to a standardization of these products 
· Standardization leads to passivity in consumers 
Standardization 

Popular Music is standardized in several ways:

· 1. a number of types that are immediately recognizable 
· 2. a small number of structures 
· 3. a small number of components to each song that are interchangeable
Psuedo- individualization 

· The type of variation that exists between standardized products 
· Surface changes 
· They do not alter the basic structure  
High vs Low Culture 

“Serious” vs Popular Music 

Differences include:

· Degree of standardization 
· Level of complexity 
· Market context 
Role of the listener 

· Caught up in a standardized and routine set of responses 
· The pleasure derived is superficial and false 
· Individuals who enjoy these pleasures are corrupted by immersion and are open to the domination of the industrialized, capitalist system 

