American Studies Term 2 Exam Review


Significance of the Frontier in American History  Frederick Turner
· Americans have had to adapt themselves to the changes of expanding people
· America is continually
· Frontier is the meeting point between savagery and civilization
· Wilderness allows colonists to hunt, log cabins
· Frontier = steady movement away from Europe
· Similar or different from constitution??
· Both always changing until they run out of space
· Atlantic Frontier  Compounded of fishermen, fur trader, miner, cattle raiser and farmer
· Civilization entered the wilderness (guns)
· “The trails widened into roads, and the roads into turnpikes, and these in turn were transformed into railroads”  Pushing Indian culture out of the way… theme: Minorities: destroying other cultures
· Three classes in the Western Settlements
1. Pioneer  Depends for the subsistence of his family chiefly upon the natural growth of vegetation, called the “range” and proceeds of hunting
· Log cabin with a farm
2. Next Class of Emigrants  Purchase land, clear roads, bridges, log houses with windows, build schools and other institutions
3. Men of Capital and Enterprise  Small villages turn into cities
· Frontier decreased dependence on England
· Native American wives were beneficial to understand plants
· Problems with Frontier
· Wasn’t spreading out, settling in big cities
· Idea of wilderness and savagery. As time went on it became good


Possible Quotes

“Up to our own day. American history has been in a large degree the history of the colonization of the Great West. The existence of an area of free land, its continuous recession and the advance of American settlement Westward explain American development”

“American development has exhibited not merely advance along a single line but a return to primitive conditions on a continually advancing frontier line, and a new development for that area.” 

“American social development has been continually beginning over again on the frontier. This perennial rebirth, this fluidity of American life, this expansion westward with its new opportunities, its continuous touch with the simplicity of primitive society, furnish the forces dominating American character.”

“What is the frontier? It is not the European frontier -- a fortified boundary line running through dense populations. The most significant thing about it is that it lies at the hither edge of free land.”



Under the Lions Paw  Hamlin Garland
· Councils  Live on the farm
· Haskins  Random family that appeared
· Haskins farm was ruined by grasshoppers
· Haskins “didn’t like the look of the dry prairie”
· Council say’s he will go ask Jim Butler for the land for the Haskins
· Butler believed in land speculation  People buying land for more than you bought it for and then selling it was the best way to get rich
· Council was a very kind religious man
· After Haskins fixed up the farm, Butler raised the price and would not sell it back to him



Wealth   Andrew Carnegie
· Proper administration of wealth
· Indians today are where the civilized man once was
· Luxuries of life had become the necessities of life
· Survival of the fittest  Competition
· Must either go forward or fall behind, to stand still is impossible
· Individualism  “Man should labor, not for himself alone, but in and for a brotherhood of his fellows and share it with them”
· 3 Modes in which wealth can be disposed
1. Passed on to families
2. Pubic purposes
3. Administered during their lives to possessors
· Bad idea to give all wealth to family
· Leave family money for “pride and legacy”
· Men should not wait until they die to donate (can not be thanked) – Selfish
· Scatter money to many poor people  Wasted
· Best to build big public places like a library
· “It were better for mankind that the millions of the rich were thrown into the sea than so spent as to encourage the slothful, the drunken, the unworthy.”
· Some money can cause more harm than good 
· Help those who will help themselves and desire to improve
· Place ladders in which people can rise
· Individualism will continue, but millionaire will become a trustee for the poor
· Man who dies rich dies disgraced
· Andrew Carnegie donated millions

Why Women Should Vote by Jane Addams
· Women are expected to maintain a household, but are not included politically to the decisions that concern them
· Cannot provide food unless inspected
· “If woman would keep on with her old business of caring for her house and rearing her children, she will have to have some conscience in regard to public affairs lying quite outside of her immediate household”
· Education of children
a) Provided with good books
b) Kept free from vicious influences on the street
c) Protected by adequate child labor registration
· Women should be involved in board of education  Kids need nurture
· “When you bought milk from the grocery store after it had been carried for many miles in the country, you couldn’t tell whether it was healthy”
· Machinery is now doing a lot of women’s responsibility such as clothing
· “Influence” does not work – Influencing somebody to vote for them
· Women would be glad to use the ballot to further public measures in which they are interested and for which they have been working for years
· Women resent the time trying to persuade others
· Need to vote to preserve the home


Dynamo and the Virgin  Henry Adams
· Was at the World Fair in 1900 and shocked by new Machinery
· Technology represented by the dynamo has replaced the church
· Answer lies in the future

Possible Quotes:
“[A]nd so it happened, after ten years’ pursuit, he found himself lying in the Gallery of Machines at the Great Exposition of 1900, his historical neck broken by the sudden irruption of forces totally new.

“He began to feel the forty-foot dynamos as a moral force, much as the early Christians felt the cross.”

“An American Virgin would never dare command; an American Venus would never dare exist.”


Vigor of Life  Theodore Roosevelt
· Was born small, hard to fight off bullies
· Learned how to box, and horseback ride
· Liked the wilderness
· Pro-nature
· Was happy when people in the wild didn’t know him as vice president
· Enjoyed exercise
· Some military people out of shape  Required to walk 50 miles or ride 100 miles in 3 days
· People do not exercise anymore and many of the military men could not do this
· 2 types of success
1. Work hard
2. Comes naturally
· Roosevelt’s success was from the first kind
· By acting if you are not afraid, you will eventually no longer be afraid
· Some are naturally fearless – he was not
· “Let him dream about being a fearless man, and the more you dream, the more fearless you will be”
· Talked about shooting animals





Immigration Restriction League
· Immigration until lately was made up of desirable races of Europe 
· Depression decreased the number of immigrants
1. Can’t afford for relatives to leave
2. Difficult to obtain work
· “Immigration lies a great danger to the republic”  Exaggeration
· “Immigration will very soon no longer be made up of peoples which can be ready assimilated with us”
· Big increase in crime … but this was probably because the population was also increasing
· “Many of our recent immigrants do not try to assimilate with us or become Americanized”
· Americans fear they won’t be able to assimilate and make more money
· Blame Haymarket Massacre on immigration, in sighting fear
· Depict as “evil”
· Emigration is caused by financial depression  People go back to their own country for work
· New Laws
1. Should have to pay a fee  This ensures they can contribute to American Wealth
2. Educational Test  Write in own language
3. Certificate  Shows that citizen is not under prohibited class and that they are an honest citizen


Federation of Chinese Exclusion  Gomper
· Chinese competing with white labour is “one of the greatest evils”
· Our white population suffered in every department of labour, being driven out by Chinese employment
· Chinese not an “assimilative” race  Keep to themselves
· Work more cheaply than whites, live more cheaply
· Send their money out to China for their families
· No intention on staying in the U.S.
· Do not adopt to American ways
· Pay little taxes and provide little money for institutions such as schools
· “American labour should not be exposed to the destructive competition of aliens who do not, and can not take up the burdens of American citizenship”
· Chinese are skilled and capable of employment
· Their earnings do not benefit America
· Forcing whites out of jobs
· Relation to slavery in the south  White population is threatened
· Chinese carrying our ideas and ways back to China for improvement
· … In reality, Chinese are doing the jobs Americans won’t do.. Farming

Note on Commercial Theatre  Langston Hughes
· Structure at the time went against convention
· Blues theme
· White people took blacks identity and culture
· Took spirits and beliefs
· Will be seen in the future

If We Must Die  Claude McKay
· Reference to animals  That’s how they were treated
· In captivity and mocking
· White people referred to as “monsters”
· “Let us die nobly”
· Even though they are the minority, they must fight back and overthrow the government
· Accept that they are outnumbered
· Dying but fighting back
· Towards race riots that started because whites were coming home from war and did not have to work

Forward to the New Negro  Alain Locke
· Locke felt it was important to smash all the racial, social, and psychological obstacles that have previous kept blocks from reaching their goals
· Old negro more a myth than a man
· Finding a new soul
· “Negro life is not only establishing new contacts and founding new centers, it is finding a new soul. There is a fresh spiritual and cultural focusing. We have, as the heralding sign, an unusual outburst of creative expression. There is a renewed race-spirit that consciously and proudly sets itself apart. Justifiably then, we speak of the offerings of this book embodying these ripening forces as culled from the first fruits of the Negro Renaissance”
· Symbolizes the culmination of the first stage of the New Negro Renaissance
· Conditions molding a new Negro are also molding a new American attitude

Possible Quotes:
“Negro life is not only establishing new contacts and founding new centers, it is finding a new soul. There is a fresh spiritual and cultural focusing. We have, as the heralding sign, an unusual outburst of creative expression. There is a renewed race-spirit that consciously and proudly sets itself apart. Justifiably then, we speak of the offerings of this book embodying these ripening forces as culled from the first fruits of the Negro Renaissance.”


Echoes of the Jazz Age  Scott F. Fitzgerald
· Began shortly after May Day riots and ended with the Great Depression (1920-1929)
· Age of miracles, art, excess and satire
· Gentlemen’s clothes “symbol of the power that man must hold and that passes from race to race”
· We are the most powerful nation  No other countries teaching us norms
· Right after war, stock’s were high and economy was doing really well
· Girls became flappers  Corrupted elders
· Flappers: Delinking sex from procreation 
· Young liquor will take the place of young blood
· Attempt to adapt English customs to American conditions
· Jazz  Sex, dancing, music
· Older generations denied it but then eventually joined
· Automobiles allowed people to get away
· Americans were getting soft??
· Prohibition  Underground drinking
· Automobiles allowed people to get away
· Crime increased near the end
· Wild youth, heavy middle age
· “Even when you were broke, you didn’t worry about money, because it was in such profusion around you”


The Harvest Gypsies  John Steinbeck
· Migrants  Nomadic, poverty stricken harvesters driven by hunger
· Constantly kept on the move as they must follow the crops according to season and availability
· 150,000 homeless migrants wandering up and down the state (California)
· Movements of migrants are mysterious
· Migrants are needed, but they are hated because
1. Ignorant and dirty
2. Carriers of disease
3. Increase the necessity for police and the tax bill for schooling in a community
· Never received into a community, nor the life of a community
· Started out as foreigners but now they’re Americans
· Arrive starving and desperate
· Resourceful and intelligent Americans who have gone through the drought
· Not migrants by nature, gypsies by force of circumstances
As they move, they have hope to eventually settle
· Must meet with them understanding
· There is not time distribution sufficient to give the migrants permanent work
· Must be the first to arrive or else the trip would have been for nothing

Possible Quotes
“Thousands of them are crossing the borders in ancient rattling automobiles, destitute and hungry and homeless, ready to accept any pay so that they may eat and feed their children. And this is a new thing in migrant labour, for the foreign workers were usually imported without their children and everything that remains with their old life”


Kitchen Debates  Nixon and Khrushchev 
· Series of exchanged between VP Nixon and Soviet Union leader Khruschev
· Building an understanding between the two nations and foster a kind of cultural change
· 1959
· Two separate spheres  Public (men), private (women)
· Although the spheres are separate, they overlap
· American Exhibition in Moscow  Complete model of an American Suburban home and focus piece was on the kitchen
· Talk about who is further advanced in technology – Sputnik was launched shortly before
· Products were meant to display the fruits of capitalism
· Kitchen was America’s big advertisement (push button technology
· Communism vs. Capitalism

Do it Yourself Security  Sarah A. Lichtman
· During the cold war, there was great fear that an atomic bomb would be dropped
· Encouraged Americans to define “home” in terms of safety, nationalism, consumption and the nuclear family
· Desire to protect the imperiled home
· Men and women were assigned different roles
· Men  Competence and strength, assumed the role of capable protectors and providers
· Women  Domestic roles, well stocked, clean, housekeeping
· Harry Truman established the Federal Civil Defense Administration
· “If we ever have to start over again with another Adam and Eve, I want them to be Americans, not Russians”
· Hiding under school desks: Duck and cover
· Independent action: “Do it yourself”
· Encouraged Americans to create their own shelter
· Aftermath of Kennedy’s speech invoked fear
· Do it yourself  Necessary but fun
· 1950’s, American’s participated in more leisure than ever before
· How to books
· Linking success with determination in life
· Skills required surpassed those of the average do it yourself enthusiast
· Rich people – had pool tables
· Bunk beds, concrete blocks, no running water, boredom and foul smells
· Article promised that 97% of population could survive an atomic bomb if they knew how to properly react to it…
· Hobby kits  44 million to 300 million dollar industry
· Fathers set a good example on boys when society considered them at high risk for delinquency
· Good house keeping inside the shelter could mean the difference of life and death
· Fewer than 3% actually built homes
· Reasons why Americans did not build fallout shelters
1. Expensive
2. Lack of faith in effectiveness
3. Ineffective


Brown Vs. Board of Education
· Segregation of white and black children in Public schools
· Fourteenth Amendment
· “Not when the 14th Amendment was adopted, but in the light of the full development of public education and its present place in American life throughout the nation”
· “separate but equal” has no place in the field of education
· In the south, education of black people was almost non-existent and all were almost illiterate
· Education of black people was forbidden by law
· Was some schooling in the North  3 months a year, ungraded and no attendance
· “Specific benefits enjoyed by white students were denied to Negro students of the same educational qualifications”
· “In these days, it is doubtful that any child may reasonably be expected to succeed in life if he is denied the opportunity of an education”
· Must be made equally available to all races
· “To separate them from others of similar age and qualifications solely because of their race, generates a feeling of inferiority as to their status in the community that may affect their hearts and minds in a way unlikely to be undone”
· “Inferiority affects the motivation of a child to learn”
· Segregation is a denial of the equal protection of the laws


Where Do We Go From Here  Martin Luther King Jr.
· Southern Christian Leadership Conference
· Things have changed in the past 10 years
· Walls of segregation have come tumbling down
· Now  Civil rights is a demanding issue all over the nation
· Negroes straightened their backs and decided to fight back
· Problem is far from solved
· 4 million dollar rehabilitation project
· Over 2200 jobs for Negroes in Chicago
· Operation Breadbasket  “We will no longer spend our money where we can not get substantial jobs”
· Over the last 3 years, added about 25 million dollars of new income to the Negro community every year
· Mobility for negro is still restricted
· Very long way to go before we reach the promised land of freedom
· Twice as many unemployed, double infant mortality rate, and twice as many dying in Vietnam
· Must no longer be ashamed of being black
· English language should be reconstructed
· Confined to a life of voicelessness
· “Power without love is reckless and abusive, and that love without power is sentimental and anemic”
· Negro Americans in the past to seek their goals through love and moral suasion and devoid power, and white Americans to seek their goals through power devoid of love and conscience
· Guaranteed annual income for 20 billion a year
· Commitment to non-violence
· Violent revolution from blacks would find no sympathy and support from the white population
· Why are there over 40 million poor people in American  Distribution of wealth
· Communism forgets that life is individual, but Capitalism forgets life is social
· Integration as an opportunity to participate in the beauty of diversity
· We have overcome!!

Port Huron Statement  Hayden
· Cold war and slavery
· Fear of change
· Wealthys unwillingness to change what benefitted them
· Made by a 21 year old student

The Incredible War  Potter
· United States may be the greatest threat to peace in the world today
· Fighting for freedom … but whose freedom?? The US
· Fighting solely for the freedom of American people
· What the war has done for Americans
· Control information
· Manipulate the press
· Persuade the public through distorted and dishonest documents
· Many people involved in the movement are fighting for a better society
· “Thus far, the war in Vietnam has only dramatized the demand of ordinary people to have some opportunity to make their own lives, and of their unwillingness, even under incredible odds, to give up the struggle against external domination”
· Country must understand that the creation of a communist society is not the biggest threat in the world
· Decisions regarding the war have led to mutilation and the death of thousands of civilians
· U.S. using war in Vietnam for it’s own purpose
· No simple plan, no scheme or gimmick that can be proposed
· People must be willing to change the system  Create a movement
· “In both countries, there are people struggling to build a movement that has the power to change their condition. The system that frustrates these movements are the same”


An American Atrocity; My Lai Massacre  Claude Cookman
· Massacre would probably have made little public impact without photos
· Ron Haeberle  Photographer
· Full of civilians
· Soldiers shot any villagers who tried to run and herded the others into groups
· Set houses on fire and shot the residents as they escaped
· Raped and killed women and teenagers
· My Lai  504 victims, 182 were women (17 pregnant), 173 children
· Americans were never fired upon
· Most emotionally compelling photographs was 7 villagers before they were shot
· Photo was not staged in any way
· When soldiers noticed the photographer they stopped raping the woman
· “The emotional power of the photograph derives from our knowledge that it was taken during the last seconds of their life”
· What caused them to murder such innocent and defenseless people?
· Such photographs cannot end a war, but they do affect the debate that surrounds it and help share its historical representation
· Barely any officers were charged
· Many rejected the photographs because they challenged the myth of American innocence
· Remembering the suffering is a way of honouring them
· We acknowledge the moral ambiguity inherent in all wars and accept the evil our country has perpetrated along with the good

No Country for Old Men
· Set in the 1980’s
· Fate, conscience, circumstance
· Released in 2007
· Fate  Flip of the coin, him finding the bloody trail which allowed him to find the money
· Sight – breakdown of morals
· Sheriff  represents the old men in the generation giving up and ignoring the psychopaths

The Feminist Chronicles  Statement of Purpose
· National Organization of Women (NOW)
· Purpose: Bring women into full participation in the mainstream of American society, exercising all the privileges and responsibilities equal to men
· No longer necessary for women to devote the greater part of their lives to child rearing
· Todays technology has reduced the amount of work women need to do
· Although 46.4% of all American women have jobs, 75% are in stereotypical female roles
· Very few women entering college and gaining degrees. Very limited doctors, lawyers and judges
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Negro women = double discrimination
· Reject that a man must support a whole family
· False image of women in the media
· Make sure no political candidate will be appointed to office who ignored equality
1. Women’s lack of aspirations
2. Traditional ways of thinking influence outcomes
· Specific action
· Contact with Dr.Ginzberg
· Make contact with jr high and high school counselors
· Contact with parents, PTA’s
· Contact with men’s service club

Happy Housewife Heroine  Betty Friedan
· Wanting something more
· Hard for women to talk about sex
· Suburban housewife shaped by magazines
· Problem that has no name
· Feminine Mystique  Belief that women belonged at home and could only be fulfilled through their femininity
· Women are not interested in issues in the world – only in family matters
· Women have given up independence


Namoi Wolf – Post 9/11
· Invokes fear 
· Very one sided opinions
· Anti-bush
· Invasion of privacy from government ever since terrorist attacks
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