RELIGION 1711A - ASIAN RELIGIONS - Fall 2010 

Exam Study Questions to be prepared for the Final Exam. 

Here are the twelve possible essay questions for the exam in three sections. 

You will write three essays, choosing one question to answer from section. 

I will be looking for answers that are as full and clear as you can make them. 

Your objective on the exam is to communicate to me as much as you know about your chosen topics. 

Giving me minimal answers is a certain way of ensuring minimal grades. 

Literacy does matter. I can only grade what can be intelligibly read. 

I cannot effectively or fairly grade work which seems to oblige me to imagine what you could just possibly mean, or construe what you might conceivably intend. 

Section One – Introduction to Religious Studies 

Two of the following questions will appear on the exam. You will select one of those two to write on. Study chapters 1 and 2, and notes. 
What is meant by saying that participation in sacred times or festivals brings renewal of human life? What do the ritual phases of kenosis and plerosis mean?

Do you think a sense of universal truth and mission is something essential to religion? If so, why is it essential? If not, explain why you disagree. 

What is the difference between art that represents the sacred and art that presents the sacred? Give examples. 

Do social and psychological theories about the origin of religion such as those proposed by Edward B. Tylor (1832-1917), James Frazer (1854-1941), Sigmund Freud (1856-1939), and Emile Durkheim (1858-1917) make sense to you? Is the effect of their theories 1) to explain the phenomenon and development of religion in general, or 2) to “explain away” or dismiss religion as a serious pursuit for modern, mature and rational humans? Support your position with arguments. 
Section Two – Religions of China 

Two of the following questions will appear on the exam. You will select one of those two to write on. Study chapters 12, 13 and 14, and notes.

Tell the story of Bodhidharma’s arrival and life in China. Does it matter whether or not the story of his life is actual historical fact? Why? 

It is sometimes said that Kongzi’s ideas were a humanistic state cult, and not religious at all. Do you agree or disagree? Why? 

Explain the Confucian ideas of Ren and Li. How are they related in the cultural formation of a person of refinement (junzi)? 

What factors in the Confucian, Daoist and Buddhist traditions made it possible for one person to participate in all three at once? 

Section Three – Religions of Japan 

Two of the following questions will appear on the exam. You will select one of those two to write on. Study chapters 15, 16 and 17, and notes.

What are the main symbolic components of Japanese identity? How do Shinto and the various forms of Buddhism contribute to it? 

How far have Japanese Pure Land and Nichiren Buddhism departed from the early Buddhism of India? Do they reflect the spirit of Buddhist origins, or are they disguised forms of theism? Explain the issues, and support your arguments. 

Describe the generation of the world through Izanagi and Izanami. What does it mean to say that this is a “kami-saturated” cosmos? 

What is the difference between Soto Zen’s “gradual enlightenment” and Rinzai Zen’s “sudden enlightenment”? What is the purpose of a Koan, and how is it intended to work? 

END 

- Richard MacPhail 
