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· Political authority amounts to people combining and abandoning their power to a government as consent for their rule. 
· Power that was otherwise placed in all people is now concentrated in only a few people, which made Locke nervous as many people abuse power once it is given to them.
· The basis of this is consent. Nobody in the state of nature has authority or superiority over one another and cannot give it away or combine it without someone’s consent, otherwise the power is not legitimate. 
· There are two common objections to this idea: 
1. There has never been a time in history that where a people explicitly came together and consented to a particular government. 
i. Locke refutes here that though you may be unable to remember something, it does not mean it didn’t happen. For instance, the example of birth. Kings are an example of a historical event of consent as people wanted to have their protection be ensured and be represented. But through ambition and luxury, monarchs soon developed different interests than those of their people, causing them to have to reexamine the basis of authority, demonstrating consent in its reexamination of Kings. 
2. Everyone is born under some sort of a government or another, therefore was not able to consent.
Locke rebuttals that new societies and countries have emerged. They have the freedom to consent or not and if they didn’t we would all be ruled by one government. (No absolute rule or authoritarian can ever be legitimate, putting itself in a state of war with its people and nullifying its rule.) 
· Locke then introduced a concept called tacit consent. By living under government you enjoy infrastructure, protection of your property etc. you have shown your tacit consent because you are enjoying the benefits that come with governance. Taking advantage of these benefits is essentially passively handing over your consent and by consequence making you subject to the rules of said government. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Expressed consent unlike tacit consent is irrevocable making you permanently consented to a government. 
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