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 Blade Runner is a 1982 American movie directed by Ridley Scott that is set in the year 2019 where the human race has developed a technology to create artificial humans through the advancement in robot technology and called them “replicants” who were used for labor and entertainment purposes.  If these replicants made it back to earth they were sent to retirement (killed). A retired blade runner, is the main character in the film, he got forced into re-entering the force and working as a blade runner, a person who hunts down and terminates replicants. Sounds like a perfect action movie but when looking at the visual style, plot and character features, and narrative level it is clear that this movie is a perfect example of neo-noir. 
Blade Runner takes place in an urban setting, Los Angeles, and is no doubt crammed with darkness and in deep shadows. When watching Blade runner it felt like it was always shot at night, even in the scene that was shot at Tyrell’s meeting room were the interview took place between Rick Deckard and Rachael, the viewer gets a shot of the sun set at the beginning of the scene and even with the sun being bright it still looked awfully dark for a regular sun set. The weather was always rainy and foggy and the streets were always wet and filled with puddles which gave the movie a dark and mysterious atmosphere with a sense of anxiety. Society in this film has turned Los Angeles into a corrupt industrialized hell, the streets were very filthy, the air was polluted. It was shown at the start of the film when the viewer gets a landscape of the city it was easily noticeable that their city was dominated by large factories that were releasing high amounts of pollution that were coming from smoke stacks bursting with flames. The film tended to use low key lighting and a lot of shadowing. Night for night shooting was used in Blade runner and every scene had only one main light source which allowed the actors face to be moderately hidden by darkness adding a dramatic edge to the scenes. The first time Deckard is seen it can be automatically indicated that he is an alienated character because as a retired blade runner he chooses to be in China Town instead of regular society because he is not happy with the way society is. He is sitting alone reading a newspaper when everyone around him is on the go, either walking or eating, and he seems to be out of place and uninterested in anything that is going on around him. Also, by the lightening of the scene, the low key lighting and standard angel shot gave a depressed and lonely sense to the scene. Throughout the film the latticed windows and horizontal lines are clearly noticeable from looking at the windows of the apartment building or looking at the billboards outside all around the city.  Another aspect that brought thrill and tension to the audience was the sounds used in this film. The music was mysterious and dark and it connected and brought out the emotions in the scenes. 
Aside from the setting of the film, the plot of Blade Runner was a perfect fit for film Noir; the plot predominantly revolved around crime. Killing the replicants was the main goal for Rick Deckard and throughout the film the viewer witnesses him violently kill many replicant. The main character in this film is a hero who is alienated as shown from his actions and his way of living. Deckard is frequently questioning his morals, even though in 2019 it was just to kill replicants, he still tried to refuse to go back into work because he constantly questioned his role as a blade runner and didn’t want to kill anymore replicants. He in fact fell in love with a replicant and decided to protect her instead of doing his job to kill her. Another scene when Deckard’s moral confusion is shown is when Roy confronts Deckard at the scene on top of the building and tells him that he has “Seen things you people wouldn't believe. Attack ships on fire off the shoulder of Orion. I've watched C-beams glitter in the dark near the Tannhauser Gate. All those moments will be lost in time, like tears in rain. Time to die.” (Blade Runner, 1982”) Deckard becomes even more doubtful about his morals and his perspective about replicants after hearing that from Roy. Roy plays the cynical character in Blade Runner he fights and tried to kill Deckard, the hero in the story, in order for him to stay alive. Rachael is the mysterious femme fatale, she is a replicant in the film who was not aware of the fact that she was not a real human until Deckard tested her to know if she was or not. He instantly fell in love with her because she was very mysterious and seductive and even after finding out she was one of the 6 replicants he was sent to kill, he chose to protect her and put himself in a dangerous and deadly situation for her. As seen at the original end of the film when he goes back for her and decides to run away with her even with him knowing that the police and blade runner force was after her. Another Femme Fatale is Pris who seductively manipulated JF into letting her into his apartment, taking care of her and falling in love with her only to end up dead because of falling for her charm. 
Blade Runner starts off with a black background and white writing that appears and tells the viewer the story from a 3rd person omniscient screen narrative. It is safe to assume that this film is a hybrid between two genres, science fiction and neo noir.  It connects to the science fiction aspect because its plot revolves around a fictional story of how the future is predicted to be and how the science will develop to allow human kind to make clones that are genetically modified to resist things that a normal human being cannot take, live on different planets, and have flying cars. With all the attributes mentioned it is impossible to ignore the fact that this film has noir film characteristics but is neo noir restricted due to the fact that it was made in 1982 which made it have advanced colors that a classical noir film will not have, the society that was built around the plot of this film was too advanced. The sociocultural factors took place in deciding if this film was a neo noir or a classical noir film. The roles that women played in this film were much different than the roles women played in classical noir films, women in this film had to be strong smart and seductive in the way they dressed and acted. Pris had to act as prostitute to get her way and get into JF’s apartment to help her kind while in classical noir movies women had to seductive and smart by being pretty, it is unacceptable for a woman to act as a prostitute in a 1940 film but the change in the status of Hollywood movies allowed neo noir movies to display a woman acting as a prostitute as a seductive and strong women. Also, women in classical noir regularly had a preconceived plan from the beginning of the film and throughout the film they work their way through to achieve their plan while in this neo noir film Rachael did not know she wasn’t human and did not have a plan in mind until she found out she was a replicant and had to seduce Deckard by using love as soon as she found out that would keep her alive and safe. 
Blade Runner is a great film that is recommended for anyone who is interested in movies with a little twist in them. Not only does the about science Blade Runner talk and shows us how far we could go with advanced technology but it also talks about the environment and how the society creates the biggest threat to the environment. Specifically during 1980s when factories were getting bigger and causing a lot of pollution and the green movement wasn’t as big or important to them. Ridley Scott tries to show how our planet will look like if we kept building factories that produced more pollution without taking care of it. He did that by showing how urban areas will eventually start to look like an industrialized place that’s almost impossible for humans to live in. This movie is also a great movie for anyone who is interesting in watching a good neo noir film. The use of low key lightening and setting put together creates the perfect dark and shadowy atmosphere. The confused hero, the femme fatate and many more character features that are key in noir film were shown in this film. but the future aspect of it makes a film a neo noir movie. 
