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GEOGRAPHY 213
Geography of World Affairs

MID-TERM EXAM # 1  -  ANSWERS
1. The climate of Italy can be classified as which Koppen-Geiger type:

A) A-Type


B) B-Type


C) C-Type
 

C) D-Type

D) E-Type

2.  The climatic environment of southern Norway can be best described mainly as:

A) Dry continental


B) West coast marine


C) C-Type
 

D) Semi-arid


E) Both B and C
3. The term “continentality” refers to:

A) Large diurnal and seasonal differences in temperatures

B) Processes that have led to the continental drift

C) Devolutionary forces in continental centres 
D) Climates located only in areas of the H-type climates

E) None of the above
4.   Jamaica belongs to which sub-region of the Middle American realm? 

A) The Caribbean


B) Mainland


C) Rimland
D) Both A and C 


E) Both B and C


5.  One of the following regions IS NOT included among the world's great population 
clusters:

A) East Asia


B) Central Africa


C) South America


D) South Asia
E) Both B and C
6. Various economic and social criteria that can be used to classify world regions include the following:

A) Gross National Product (GNP) per capita
B) Education and literacy levels
C) Energy consumption per capita
D) All of the above
E) None of the above
7.  On your travels through Europe in your rented BMW, you are driving through the Czech Republic. You are in fact travelling through:

A) An Alpine type mountain region
B) A rolling hill country, i.e., the Central Uplands
C) The North European Lowland
D) A treeless tundra
E) None of the above
8.  The Pyrenees are a part of which European topographic region?
A) The Alpine system




B) The North European Lowland
C) Western Uplands


D) Central Uplands

E)  None of the above
9.  Which of the following is one of the main geographical qualities of Europe?
A) Minimal regional ethnic and linguistic diversity
B) Lack of good agricultural land, but abundance of important energy resources 

C) Generally harsh climate
D) Strong economic integration

E) France is the number one European country in terms of population numbers and the total economic output

10.  Which of the following is NOT among the characteristic features of Europe’s climate?
A) The maritime environment prevails in western Europe 

B) C-type climates dominate

C) It is substantially modified by the Gulf Stream

D) It is generally temperate, with adequate precipitation

E) Continentality decreases with increasing distance from the Atlantic

11.  Which of the following regarding historical development of Europe is FALSE?

  A) The earliest literate civilization arose on the Mediterranean island of Crete 

  B) The so-called “Age of Discovery” began during the late 15th century with the Portuguese

  C) The late Middle Ages were a time of intellectual and economic stagnation,

                   and of a relative isolation of Western Europe 


 D) Urban population of Western Europe increased greatly during the Industrial 
  
     Revolution

  E) The Industrial Revolution spread across the English Channel to Western Europe during the first ½ of the 1800s
12.  Which of the following European countries is essentially multi-lingual?
A) Austria


B) Switzerland


C) Italy


D) Both B and C

E)  None of the above
13.  Which one of the following IS a nation-state?
A) France


B) Belgium


C) Switzerland


D) Both A and B



E)  None of the above
14.  What advantage did the Western European states have in their emergence toward the  

     
Modern Era (since the 1500s)?

A) Modern industries

B) Large urban populations


C) Organization under the Roman Empire


D) Unification in the war against the Mongol invaders


E) Proximity to sea routes and the lands of the New World
15.  Which of the following regarding Scandinavian Europe is INCORRECT?
A) The southwestern coast of Norway is largely within the West Coast Marine climatic zone

B) It is a region of a very high standard of living 
C) Sweden reaches geographically farthest to the north


D) The tundra environment covers the extreme north of the region 
E) All of the above is correct
16.  The European Union originated as:

A) NATO

B) The Warsaw Pact
C) EEC
D) OPEC
E) None of the above

17.  The term "Shatter Belt" refers to:


A) Marginal areas of Northern Europe


B) Earthquake/volcanic regions of the Mediterranean


C) Old, decaying industrial areas of England

D) A zone of political splintering and fracturing in Eastern Europe

E) None of the above

18.  The term "Balkanization" refers to:


A) The imposition of Islam on Eastern Europe by the Ottoman Turks

B) A landmass located just north of Italy


C) A geological rift in the East European Plain


D) A local language spoken by a linguistic minority in Romania


E) Division and fragmentation of Eastern Europe
19.  The Marshall Plan was introduced to Europe:
A) After World War I during the 1920s
B) During the Great Depression


C) Shortly after World War II
D) During the 1970s



E) After the fall of Communism
 20.  The Alpine Mountain System:

A) Is largely pre-Cambrian in geological age (older than 600 million years)
B) Is the most densely populated of Europe’s landscape regions

C) Includes southeastern England

D) Is a major European climatic barrier and divider 

E) Includes the mountains of Scandinavia
21.  The Industrial Revolution occurred in England partly as a result of:
A) Availability of coal and iron ore
B) Britain’s technological innovations
C) Britain’s global influence 

D) Both B and C

E) All of the above

22. Which of Europe’s micro-states is located between Belgium, Germany and France?
A) Luxembourg

B) Liechtenstein

C) Vatican

D) San Marino

E) Andorra

23.  Which of the following is FALSE with respect to Eastern Europe?
A) Slavs are the dominant nationality in many countries
B) Poland is almost entirely Protestant
C) Former Yugoslavia is the most complex in languages & religion

D) Was dominated by the USSR during the Cold War period

E) All of the above is true

24. Which of the following is TRUE regarding Western Europe?
A) Britain & Germany: significant producers of petroleum

B) France: The most populous country
C) Continental climates prevail
D) Netherlands: a bilingual country
E) Norway: not a member of the European Union
25. Which of the following countries are NOT members of the EU?
A) The UK & Ireland 
B) Germany & France
C) Spain & Portugal

D) Switzerland & Norway

E) Czech Republic & Slovakia
26. Which of the following regarding Europe is TRUE?
A) It is a highly urbanized region, especially in the west

B) It is not one of the great global population clusters 

C) Population is characterized largely by a relatively rapid growth
D) Levels of economic development generally increase from west to east

E) Economic integration began shortly after World War I
27.  Which of the two Russian states were the first ones to emerge on the East Russian Plain toward the latter part of the first millennium AD?

A) Duchy of Moscow/Novgorod Principality



B) Kievan Rus/Duchy of Moscow



C) Kievan Rus/Novgorod Principality



D) Kievan Rus/The Golden Horde



E) None of the above combinations

28.  The Russian Empire expanded into Central Asia during:


A) The reign of Ivan the Terrible in the 16th century



B) The early 1700s with Peter the Great

C) The middle of the 1800s 


D) The early 1900s


E) After the Bolshevik Revolution

29. During the Soviet times, the city of  St. Petersburg was called:

A) Kaliningrad
B) Leningrad
C) Novgorod

D) Stalingrad
E) None of the above

30.  The Tatar (Mongol) state in southern Russia that had dominated the area for several hundred years was called:

A) Novgorod Principality


B) Turkestan


C) Tatarstan


D) Kievan Rus
E) Golden Horde 
31.  Russia's permanent access to the Baltic Sea was accomplished by:

A) Catherine the Great


B) Ivan III


C) Ivan IV


D) Nicholas II


E)  Peter the Great
32.  Which of the following regarding the results and consequences of the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution is FALSE?

A) A peace treaty with Germany signed in early 1918

B) The Civil War between the "Reds" and the "Whites" erupts in 1918

C) Immediately after the revolution and the Civil War, a rapid and forced 
 industrialization begins
D) A substantial loss of territory under the Bolshevik control during the Civil War

E) All of the above is true
33. The Soviet Union was established primarily:

A) To more easily defeat foreign intervention during the Civil War

B) To establish the Communist Party control over the economy 

C) To satisfy national ambitions of non-Russian nationalities within the country
D) To defeat Nazi Germany in the Second World War

E) None of the above

34.  Which of the following regarding Russia’s & the former USSR’s topography is TRUE?
A) The Urals provide an effective barrier to Atlantic air penetrations to western Siberia

B) Mountain areas are located mainly in the south and the east of the 
 
      former USSR

C)  The Central Siberian Plateau has the highest elevations in Siberia

D) The West Siberian Lowland is located between the Ural Mountains and the 
 
      Caucasus

E) Greater Caucasus is the highest mountain system in Asiatic Russia
35. If for some strange reason you would find yourself stuck in the middle of Western Siberian Lowland, you would be:
A) East of the Urals
B) West of the Urals
C) Less than 200 m above sea level
D) Both A and C
E) Both B and C
36. You would most likely find the coldest winters in the former USSR in:

A) Northern European Russia
B) Along the Arctic coast

C) Northeastern Siberia

D) Central Siberia
E) The Far East
37.  The mountain range that forms the topographic boundary between Europe and Asia in southern Russia is:

A) Carpathians

B) Pamirs


C) Urals


D) Caucasus



E)  Balkans
38.  Which of the following regarding the population distribution in Russia is TRUE?
A) Population density is more or less even throughout the European Russia

B) Russia is ranked 4th in the world in total population, behind China, 
 
       India and the U.S.

C) The Far East is, overall, one of the most densely populated regions of Russia

D) Population density roughly approximates the distribution of arable land

E) The greatest population density in Siberia can be found in its central regions
39. The population of Siberia and the Russian Far East is, in term of total numbers, mainly:

A) Asian
B) Russian 
C) Chinese

D) Mongolian

E) Ukrainian


40.   When it comes to territorial size, Russia is very close to:

A) The United States

B) China

C) Australia

D) Canada

E) None of the above
41.   The only year-round ice-free Arctic coast in Russia is located in:

A) Northern Siberia


B) Northwestern European Russia (Kola Peninsula)


C) Near St. Petersburg


D) The Far East
E) No year-round ice-free coast in the Russian Arctic
42.  With respect to population density, one of the following does NOT belong to the following group:

A) Southern Urals




B) Southwestern Siberia


C) Central European Russia


D) Eastern Ukraine


E) Northern Urals
43. You are visiting the city of St. Petersburg, and enjoying yourself tremendously. You are in:

A) Northeastern Siberia

B) Ukraine

C) Northwestern Siberia
D) Northwestern European Russia

E) Southern Urals
44.  Which of the following is NOT a characteristic of the Mainland of Middle America?

A) Historically, agriculture has been based on the “hacienda” land tenure system

B) Mexico is the dominant country in population and economy
C) The Amerindian heritage still significant 

D) A very high proportion of the region’s population is black

E) Mainly Spanish/Amerindian cultural influences

45. The two Middle American countries with strong Amerindian influence in their culture:

A) Belize /Costa Rica

B) Cuba/El Salvador
C) Mexico/Guatemala
D) Jamaica/Haiti
E) Mexico/Dominican Republic
46.  Which of the following Middle American countries is predominantly Amerindian?
A) Haiti

B) Guatemala
C) Costa Rica

D) Jamaica
E) Both B and C
47. Which climatic type is found in northern Mexico close to the border with New Mexico and  Arizona? 

A) A-type
B) B-type
C) C-type
D) D-type
E) E-type
48.  Which of the following regarding Mexico is TRUE?

A) Its population is mainly of a Spanish ancestry
B) Mexico City is by far the most populous city of the whole realm
C) It lies entirely within the tropical A-type climatic zone
D) It is one of the Central American republics
E) There is a strong black population presence in southern Mexico
49. The term “Maquiladora” refers to:

A) One of the dominant pre-Colombian tribes in Mexico

B) An Amerindian ethnic group in Guatemala

C) Mainly U.S.-owned assembly plants in northern border areas of Mexico 

D) A communist trade union organization in Cuba
E) None of the above

50.  Two main economic activities on which the majority of the Caribbean economies  are dependent include:

A) Mining/tourism

B) Mining/plantations

C) Petroleum/tourism

D) Plantations/tourism

E) Plantations/cattle ranching

51. Which of the following association is INCORRECT?
A) Haiti – predominantly black
B) El Salvador – densely populated

C) Jamaica – aluminum ore
D) Mexico – the largest economy in Middle America
E) Costa Rica – population of mainly African ancestry 
52.  The early prosperity of the Caribbean region was largely based on:

A) Subsistence-level farming

B) The tourism industry

C) The sugar trade
D) Early industrialization drive by the Spanish colonizers

E) Economic assistance from the U.S.

53.  The former British colony in Middle America:

A) Haiti

B) Belize

C) Cuba

D) Costa Rica

E) El Salvador

54.  Middle America was the cultural hearth of which pre-Columbian civilizations?
A) Spanish and British
B) Incan and Mayan

C) Spanish and French
D) Aztec and Incan

E) Aztec and Mayan
55. Which of the following is TRUE about Central America?
A) El Salvador is the least densely populated country in the region

B) The Caribbean coast is generally characterized by low population densities

C) Population concentrations are generally lower in more temperate, higher elevations

D) “Mulatto” is the most numerous ethnic group in the region

E) Nicaragua is generally recognized as the most democratic country in the region

56. Central America is considered important to the U.S. mainly because of:

A) Its wealth in petroleum

B) Its strategic location

C) Potential waterpower development

D) Its cultural diversity

E) Its political stability

57. The island of Hispaniola is divided between:

A) Haiti and the Dominican Republic

B) Cuba and Puerto Rico
C) Cuba and the Dominican Republic

D) Trinidad and Tobago

E) Antigua and Barbuda
58. The two countries with a serious land erosion problem:

A) Mexico/Costa Rica
B) Haiti/Jamaica

C) Cuba/Dominican republic
D) Mexico/Nicaragua
E) Panama/Costa Rica

59. Which of the following is the largest city in Middle America?
A) Havana

B) Miami
C) Mexico City

D) Sao Paulo

E) Santo Domingo

60. Which of the following associations is CORRECT?
A) Costa Rica – strong military
B) Cuba – petroleum

C) Haiti – mostly Amerindian
D) Barbados – sparsely populated
E) Guatemala – Amerindian heritage

