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Lesson 1(first reading)
The Patristic Period	
· First centuries of Christinaity called the “Patristic Period”
· “fathers” –period of the founders of the church, of the “fathers” (patres)who did pioneering work in turning the Christian movement into a self-assured religious, social, and intellectual force 
· Patristic Period- various time frames proposed  (Started at 100 of the common era and its end is unknown and Protestant propose different date: Middle Ages begin, with Constantine (306–337), while Catholics assigned a later date roughly the 11th century )
· Christian period traditionally called “the age of the fathers”
Christianity
Tenets (A principle or belief, esp. one of the main principles of a religion or philosophy)
Patristics as a Field of Research and Study
      Patristic The branch of Christian theology that deals with the lives, writings, and doctrines of the        early Christian theologians. 
Sources and Tools
· Previous centuries were often satisfied with written testimonies and built their reconstructions of the past almost exclusively on textual remains
· As for today archeology the wealth of material remains, epigraphy and papyrology, iconography and artistic representations are some of the main ways unpublished or fresh information is put at our disposal. 
· Anthropology and sociology have also provided fruitful hypotheses and conceptual tools often yielding fresh understanding of the historical and intellectual processes.
· Reconstruction and interpretation of the past/ new critical assessment.
Topicality of Patrisic Studies
Dogma A principle or set of principles laid down by an authority as incontrovertibly true
· Patristic studies blossomed in the past two centuries for the double cause: 
· First, the spirit of criticism that characterized the eighteenth century Enlightenment, especially in its German branch, could not bypass the need for assessing the extent
to which contemporary Christianity had developed away from its original features. 
· G. E. Lessing (1729–1781) and A. von Harnack (1851–1930) mark two important moments in the enterprise of critique of dogma.
· Second, F. Hegel (1770–1831) and F. C. Bauer, (1792–1860), provided the definitive driving force in the development of patristic studies.
· It became clear that the historical perspective was now essential to an understanding of the present. The study of ancient sources was seen as offering vital elements in the search for Christian identity in the contemporary situation
· the proximity of the fathers to the origins of the Christian movement gives them a unique worth as regards the interpretation and understanding of Christianity . The current interest in beginnings finds in their writings a privileged voice of authenticity, most helpful in the task of retrieving a concept of Christianity that antedates the strictures of European cultural self-importance.
Trends in Recent Research
Late Antiquity is a periodization used by historians to describe the time of transition from Classical Antiquity to the Middle Ages, in both mainland Europe and the Mediterraneanworld. 
· Characterizes much of the recent work in the study of Christianity in Late Antiquity
· A second trend characterizes recent work in patristics: that work is performed in the broader context of the history of religions
· Jews and Christians the early fourth century marked the definitive split between the two religious traditions; the march toward that split was documented in patristic literature
· This wider context for the study of patristic literature is aided by a third trend, one that might claim the place of honor in the eyes of an outside observer: Current work is characterized by a direct, resolute, and extensive dealing with sources.

