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Please answer each question on the pages of this test. If you need more space for your answer, please use the reverse side of the page.
The correct answer for each question in this section is in bold.

I. Please circle the letter that corresponds to the best answer. Each is worth 1 mark.
1) Probably the best advice for anyone trying to uncover or dissect arguments is __________.


a) find the premises first


b) paraphrase the argument


c) determine the truth of premises


d) find the conclusion first

2)
Social relativism is:

a)
The idea that truth is relative to societies 

b)
Truth is different for each of us 

c)
Objectively true

d)
None of the above 

3)
A group of statements in which some of them (the premises) are intended to support another of them (the conclusion) is known as a(n) _______________.

a) chain argument

b) claim

c) argument

d) reason
4)
Drawing conclusions about people without sufficient reasons is known as _____________.

a)
appeal to common practice 

b)
appeal to tradition

c)
peer pressure

d)
stereotyping 

5) 
One can say that critical thinking is systematic because it _____________________.

a)
is caused by a state of mind

b)
has practical implications

c)
involves distinct procedures and methods

d)
leads to better understanding

6)
Words that frequently accompany arguments and signal that a premise or conclusion is present are known as ___________________.


a)
inference indicators


b)
premises


c)
indicator verbs


d)
argument components
7) 
Subjective relativism is the idea that __________________________.

a)
Truth is relative to societies.

b)
Truth depends on what someone believes.

c)
There is a way the world is.

d)
Some objective truths are about our subjective states.
8)
The function of an explanation is to ____________________________.

a)
try to prove that a statement is true

b)
try to show why or how something is the way it is

c)
try to show that something is the case

d)
try to show that a statement is in dispute

9)
A conclusion is?

a)
The end 

b)
An opinion

c)
A statement or claim that premises support

d)
An explanation

e) None of the above  

10)
Inference is:

a)
The process of reasoning from a premise or premises to a conclusion
b)
The process of validating the truthfulness of premises 

c)
The process of offering up false premises in an argument 

d)
The process of evaluating arguments for validity 

e)
None of the above

II. For each of the following on the line provided write what is implicit -- premise or conclusion -- and then write what the implicit premise or conclusion is. Each is worth two marks.

1. Anyone who craves political power cannot be trusted to serve the public interest. So I say Premier Jones can’t be trusted to serve the public interest.

Implicit ___Premise___

Premier Jones craves political power.
2. Most bloodhounds have a keen sense of smell. Thus, Moore’s dog has a keen sense of smell.
Implicit _____Premise___

Moore’s dog is a bloodhound.
3. Almost all people from Ottawa enjoy skating on the canal, and Jennifer is from Ottawa.

Implicit __Conclusion___

Jennifer probably enjoys skating on the canal.
4. My grandfather has great sense of hearing, for people who don’t wear a hearing aid have a great sense of hearing.

Implicit ____Premise____

My grandfather doesn’t wear a hearing aid.
5. I’m not surprised. After all, children whose parents are extremely strict usually turn into teenage rebels, and Todd’s father was tougher on him than any parent I know.

Implicit ____Conclusion___

Todd is a teenage rebel.
III. Present the following arguments in standard form and provide a diagram for each. You may want to keep in mind that you may have to reformulate some claims, that explanations may occur, and that noise or redundancies may arise in some arguments. The value of each question is noted in parentheses.  
1. Creationism is an inadequate theory about the origins of life. It conflicts with science, and it is incapable of predicting any new facts. (3) 
Standard form:

1. Creationism conflicts with science
2. Creationism is incapable of predicting any new facts.
---------------------------------------------------------------
3. Creationism is an inadequate theory about the origins of life.
1     2

 \     /

   3

2. Remember the story of the boy who cried ‘wolf’? You should never lie. Lying destroys trust. (3)

1. Lying destroys trust.
----------------------------------
2. You should never lie.
 1
 ↓
 2
3. I’ve been told that philosophy courses are very engaging and interesting. All the same, I shouldn’t take a philosophy course this term. My course load is already too heavy, and there’s no room for a philosophy course in my schedule this term. (3)
1. My course load is already too heavy.
2. There’s no room for a philosophy course in my schedule this term.
----------------------------------------------------------------------
3. I shouldn’t take a philosophy course this term.
1     2

 \     /

   3

4. Jane attained an A+ in fluency and understanding of French because she spent a year studying it at a university in Paris. Also, she spent another year in the south of France living and conversing in French with a family. Jane’s French must be very good now.  (4)

1. Jane attained an A+ in fluency and understanding of French because she spent a year studying it at a university in Paris.
2. She spent another year in the south of France living and conversing in French with a family.
----------------------------------------------------------------------

3. Jane’s French must be very good now.
1     2

 \     /

   3

5. Because Henry has started on a weight-lifting program, and weight lifters are very strong, it follows that Henry will soon be very strong. And anyone who is unusually strong can make the football team. So Henry will make the football team this year. (4)

1. Henry has started on a weight-lifting program.

2. Weight lifters are very strong.

3. Henry will soon be very strong. 1, 2
4. Anyone who is unusually strong can make the football team.

5. Henry will make the football team this year. 3, 4
Diagram:

1------2

     ↓

     3------4

          ↓

          5

6. In writing this letter to the editor the main point that I want to get across is: There is no such thing as freedom of the press in North America. The big corporations control everything with their advertising dollars. They have all the major networks, studios, TV producers, and news reporters terrified that they will no longer advertise. And the fear that they will lose this money keeps all of them in line. Independent citizens should continue the trend of taking news reporting into their own hands by harnessing the power of the Internet! (4)
1. The big corporations have all the major networks, studios, TV producers, and news reporters terrified that they will no longer advertise.
2. The fear that they will lose this money keeps all of them in line.
3. The big corporations control everything with their advertising dollars. 1, 2
4. There is no such thing as freedom of the press in North America. 3
1------2

     ↓

     3

     ↓

     4     
7. You are exercising too much. You are always tired, and exercise is supposed to energize you, not exhaust you. You are losing too much weight too fast. This is a sign that you are using too much energy. (3)
1. You are always tired.

2. Exercise is supposed to energize you (not exhaust you). 

3. You are losing too much weight too fast. 

4. Losing too much weight too fast is a sign that you are using too much energy.
----------------------------------------------------------------------

5. You are exercising too much.

1------2     3-----4
      \              /
         \          /
               5
8. There is no question in my mind. I therefore maintain that Colonel Mustard is the murderer. If he did it, then he would probably have bloodstains on the sleeve of his shirt. The bloodstains are there. Any fool could see them! Also the murder weapon was within the colonel’s reach for quite a while before the crime was committed. Finally, of all the people in the house at the time of the murder he alone does not have an airtight alibi. Thus, he must be the killer. (4)

1. If Colonel Mustard did it, then he would probably have bloodstains on the sleeve of his shirt. 

2. The bloodstains are there.

3. The murder weapon was within the colonel’s reach for quite a while before the crime was committed.

4. Of all the people in the house at the time of the murder he alone does not have an airtight alibi.

5. Colonel Mustard must be the killer. 

1-------2   3    4

      \        ⁄     ⁄

         5

9. The only valid reasons for dishonorably discharging someone from the Canadian Armed Forces are health problems and violations of military regulations. So, if Amal says that he was dishonorably discharged for simply being gay, he is lying or is mistaken. He is not lying. So he is mistaken. (4)
1. The only valid reasons for dishonorably discharging someone from the Canadian Armed Forces are health problems and violations of military regulations.

2. If Amal says that he was dishonorably discharged for simply being gay, he is lying or is mistaken. 1

3. Amal is not lying.

4. Amal is mistaken. 2, 3

1

↓

2--------3

     ↓

     4

10. Either John drove home or he stayed late. He didn’t drive home. Therefore, he must have stayed late. (3)
1. Either John drove home or he stayed late.
2. He didn’t drive home.
---------------------------------------
3. He must have stayed late.
1------2

     ↓

     3

1

