English 1100 Fall 2013 Topic to Thesis, Paragraphs 

	I. Sentence fragments, comma splices and fused sentences (414-18).	
	 II. Topic to Thesis.
1. Narrowing the topic until it becomes a thesis. 
a. If the topic is the topos or place you are exploring, the thesis is your destination. Does every essay have a thesis? Yes. But sometimes it is a governing idea that is not stated directly. Expository essays are purely informative essays, but they are still claiming that the explanation or description of a certain phenomena is a good one.
b. begin by approximating your thesis. When vivid ideas or insights occur, jot them down, follow them through, and develop them into a thesis. A thesis is something you have discovered about the subject or text. Be flexible at the beginning. Don’t be afraid to change your thesis if you find a more productive avenue. But make sure you don’t start trying to link too many things together that don’t fit.
c. What kind of basic claim are you making? Questions to ask while forming your ‘opinion’, or conclusion, or thesis. 
i. Causal claim: what caused this or that to happen? What was the effect of this or that?
ii. Process claim: how did it develop or change? or why? Or what stages did it go through?
iii. System claim: what function does it play? What part? Why is the ‘system’ not working properly?
iv. Comparative claim: what are the differences and similarities?
v. Evaluative claim: what are the strengths and weaknesses? Why is one way of doing it better than another?
vi. When you answer the question you will have come to a conclusion and therefore have a thesis.
vii. A thesis can be stated as a conclusion, or as a conclusion plus the supporting reasons: “This is the conclusion because of this, this and this.”
2. A good thesis should be addressing a clear issue

a.  An issue is a debatable problem and you are offering a possible solution to that problem, or at least contributing to the solution. Your thesis will be your position on the issue, in other words, you need to take a stand or position in relation to the problem.
b. The thesis is a conclusion. It is the answer that you have arrived at after researching the problem/topic. You are often proposing something, and you are claiming your proposition is true.
c. A strong, clear thesis should provide a clear, organizing, and forward moving argument. It should be clear and succinct enough that you can keep the entire statement in your mind as you are researching and organizing your essay. Thus you may have to formulate and reformulate it until it is perfectly clear what you are trying to say or argue. Use the title to condense your thesis even further – or state it as a question.
d. Avoid merely restating the subject (Essay 62-3), as your thesis cannot be self-evident; it has to be something in need of argument, or in need of being proven. Avoid merely stating facts (62). You will use the facts to support your thesis, but your thesis has to be more than stated facts: it needs to be the conclusion you have arrived at after interpreting the facts. 
e.  Things are complex. We are not trying to clear up all the difficulties, but to make the difficulties clear. Balancing clarity and complexity is the art of the essay.
III. Drafting and outlines.
	a.	The outline should be the skeleton of your argument, and as your argument is your conclusion (thesis) supported by good reasons and evidence (premises), you should structure your outline so that it is clear what your main conclusion is (thesis) and what your main premises are. 
b. In an essay the conclusion/thesis comes first and the supporting reasons form the paragraphs that follow. The introduction states the thesis, the body of the essay provides the reasons, and the conclusion sums up the argument by clearly setting out the ‘structure of the argument.’
c. Drafting is roughing in the outline so you can test out the ideas and reasons and their relation to each other and to the thesis. You want to sequence your ideas so that there is a clear relationship between them and the thesis. 	
IV. Paragraphs (69-73) 
	Every paragraph is a mini-essay with its own topic, thesis and body. It must be controlled by a single idea, though there may be more than one idea in the paragraph. 
1. 	Paragraph is the basic unit of the essay. Introduction, Body and Conclusions are all paragraphs. Each paragraph has its own topic and should have a main claim (which is a premise supporting the main claim, or thesis of the essay). Each paragraph must have its controlling idea (thesis/intro). You should be able to sum the paragraph up in a single sentence, but you need not actually write it, but everything in the paragraph must be related to the controlling idea which will be related to the controlling idea of the essay. It is like a little essay in itself. 
2. 	Taken as a whole the paragraphs are the shape of the essay; they are the image of the thinking process. You should be able to take one sentence from each paragraph (the topic sentence) and string them together to give a good outline of your essay/argument.
3. 	Each paragraph must have its own unity, but it must also fit into the whole structure of the essay. It shouldn’t be a mystery to the reader why one paragraph follows on another. Each paragraph is a change in focus; thus there must be easy connections between paragraphs. They need to lead into each other.  You cannot expect the reader to make the connections; you must make them for the reader so that they can easily follow your argument.
	4. 	The bulk of the paragraph, and the body of the essay, is developing your ideas through examples and evidence.
	5 	Quotations within the paragraph should flow with your own sentences.  They act as evidence, or examples incorporated into your paragraph but should form a cohesive integration with your own thought. The best way to think of quoting is to make their words part of your sentence.
6. 	Transitions: connect the preceding paragraph with the new one by choosing a topic sentence that recalls the thesis – you need not be too direct, but the reader shouldn’t work too hard to see how things fit together.
				– you can use key words from the introduction.
	– use a word or phrase that glances back at the previous paragraph – ie “If the last decade has witnessed many changes”  providing the last paragraph dealt with those changes.) 
	Introductions:  (see p. 66-69)
		1. Introduce the topic by providing background information. 
	2. Raise a question, or questions, that your essay will answer. Asking a question is  only rhetorical device to lead to your thesis, not an excuse to sit on the fence.
	3. State the issue (the problem, dilemma) which your essay is trying to resolve or give a solution to.
	4. State your thesis.
	5. Emphasize the difference between your position in relation to the issue and other possible (“although etc”) or actual positions.
	6. Use a quotation from a primary or secondary source that can act as topic, as statement of the issue, as position to be argued against, or as a springboard to our own position.
		7. Anticipate objections.
		8. Begin with a specific example or illustration (anecdote)
		9. Define a central, or difficult, concept.

	Conclusions: (73) Do more than outline your argument. You to relate what you have concluded to the larger issue and suggest further avenues of pursuit.
		1. If you begin with a question, answer it.
		2. Use a significant quotation that supports your thesis.
		3. Use an anecdote that illustrates your thesis.
	4. If your essay has pointed to further problems, give tentative solutions that  would serve as the thesis for a future essay.
	5. Widen the perspective and show how your essay fits into the wider view. Be careful not to introduce things you should have dealt with in the essay (or if you do, you might need to go back and include them).
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1. Exercises on sentence fragments, comma splices and fused sentences (415-18).

2. What makes a good thesis statement?
i. answers a question that needs to be argued or defended: Why? How? What?
ii.   Needs to do more than restate the topic.
iii. Does it clearly state the main point of your essay?
iv. Can you state your thesis in one sentence?
v. Does your thesis propose something that can be proven?
vi. Ask so what? Dos your thesis matter?
3. Exercises: are these good or bad thesis statements and why. Ask if they know, after hearing the statement, what the essay will be arguing 
a. This essay will examine the effects of prohibiting fishing on the Rideau River during spawning season. Poor Simply restates the topic.
b. The development of steel was very important in the growth of a distinctively new architecture both in Europe and North America. Good cause and effect thesis statement: could be narrowed down to Europe or North America.
c. Every economic group in North America has suffered effects from the growth of technology in the twentieth century. Two broad and categorical. Needs to be narrowed down to more specific groups and kinds of technology.
d. Both in terms of major energy production, such as the generation of electricity for cities, and in terms of localized energy needs, hydrogen is the power source of the future. Good statement, if a bit wordy..
e. Shakespeare’s Lear  is permeated by images of animals, of torture, and of clothing. Classic three point statement with no central point. The three points do not support a single conclusion 
f. Food processing is not detrimental to the value of the food itself. When we look at nature we see that nuts and seeds are preserved to last over several winters, and honey is really refined sugar. The general statement is followed by unimportant details that do not relate to the main point.

4. Overhead examples of paragraphs.
a. Paragraph structure and controlling idea: ask what the main idea of the paragraph is: does it come at the end or beginning?
1.Clear controlling idea (“there are three groups …”) and clear structure as the three groups are listed. Also important details are given about each group which supports why they would be in opposition to the Shah.
2. Controlling main idea: “Industrial wastes are …” Good, clear, specific examples are given. The conclusion/main idea can come at the beginning or the end.
3. Controlling idea: “Beneath the epidermis….” Good, clear description of the epidermis (definition).
b. Introductions:
# 3.	Gives good background and defining terms; thesis is clarified by a contrast between the author’s views and other writers (creates an issue).
#4.	Controversial quotation with which the author disagress (again raises an issue); effective introduction.
#5. Too broad, too vague and even undermines itself.
#6. Contains a reasonable thesis, but as an introduction is inadequately developed to capture the interest of the reader.
a. Conclusions
1. Merely restates the thesis. Doesn’t summarize the argument or point to implications.
2. Effective conclusion: restates the thesis in an interesting way and widens the scope of the paper to consider possible solutions t the problem that the essay defined.
3. Uses anecdote effectively to illustrate a complex thesis. Is maybe to short, but it is a good contrast to the conclusion above (#2), which is to say, there is not absolute rule about how long or short a conclusion has to be. 

 

