CRIM1300
Monday September 16, 2013

Lecture Notes:

· Legalistic Definition of Crime:
· A crime is any intentional act or omission in violation of the criminal law, committed without defense or justification and sanctioned by the state
· Problems with this:
· Some crimes aren’t intentional
· How can you define intent?
· Some may feel crime is justified
· ‘Sanctioned by the State’ – what’s a crime in one place may not be in another
· Labeling Definition of Crime:
· Not the quality of the act but the label that others attach to the act.
· Who applies the label and who is labeled?

Chambliss The Saints and Roughnecks (1973)
· Saints: middle class
· Roughnecks: lower class
· Equal levels of delinquency
· Different treatment by society
· Saints were just rowdy kids
· Roughnecks were delinquent kids who would end up as criminals
· Adulthood
· Saints: become successful members of society (doctors, lawyers, etc.)
· Roughnecks: didn’t live well, committed crimes, became victims of crime

Sociological Views of Crime:
· Consensus Perspective- Max (This view is predominant in North American criminology):
· Criminal law reflects agree upon values of society
· The law is fair
· People are treated fairly under the law
· Focuses on the traditional, normalistic crimes (murder, assault, theft)
· Conflict Perspective:
· Laws reflect the power and economic structure of society
· Laws protect vested interests
· Law enforcement is directed at the ‘underdogs’ not the elite
· Focus should be on crimes of the rich and powerful (environmental crime, treatment of workers, consumer fraud, crimes against humanity)

· Interactionist Perspective:
· Laws are constantly changing
· Law result from interaction among individuals and groups
· Moral entrepreneurs try to get their values enacted in law
· Being labeled deviant may promote further deviance
· Focus is on the process of deviance and changing definitions

Defining Crime:
· A composite definition
· Crime is a violation of societal rules of behavior as interpreted by a legal criminal code created by people holding social and political power. Individuals who violate these laws are subject o sanctions by state authority, social stigma, and loss of status.

Critical Approach:
· Crime is a function of political and economic inequalities produced by a capitalist mode of production
· Includes
· Human rights violations
· Crimes of the powerful
· ISM’s (racism, sexism, ageism, terrorism)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Poverty: biggest correlate of crime
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