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Please explain the issue of miracles in Christianity in connection with the new reality Jesus introduces that is referred to as "the kingdom of God." Consider the biblical texts that support the two visions of the kingdom of God as being "already here" but "not yet fully realized."
The problem of miracles, which will be treated later in more detail, is difficult and perhaps cannot be discussed with full satisfaction in an age of science and scientific intelligence. However, in the case of miracles of healing, the influence of the mind on the physical body offers some explanation. Although the miracles reported in the Gospels are often described as interruptions of natural processes, in some cases they may be regarded as natural processes that were not understood in Jesus's day. Moreover, the problem of miracles in the New Testament cannot be divorced from the analysis of myth and its prevalence in the Jewish eschatology of Jesus's time.
That the disciples often failed "to see," that is, to grasp Jesus' meaning and intention, is a frequent theme in the Gospel of Mark. As recorded in Mark 1:35-38, this apparent failure to understand appeared early in the ministry. When Jesus went to a "lonely place" for prayer, his disciples followed him to persuade him to continue to administer to the people of Capernaum. He reminded his disciples of the urgency of his ministry by saying that those in other towns and cities must hear his word. So, "he went throughout all Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and casting out demons" (Mk 1:39).40
The account of Jesus healing the leper, given in Mark 1:40-45, has always intrigued those interested in the miracle stories. In ancient time leprosy was one of the most dreaded diseases, for it was believed that once the disease was contracted, the afflicted person was doomed to a slow and horrible death. Even more tragic, lepers were shunned by everyone because of the fear of contamination and because they were ceremonially unclean. The law regarding leprosy in Leviticus was explicit: "The leper who has the disease shall wear torn clothes and let the hair of his head hang loose, and he shall cover his upper lip and cry, 'Unclean, unclean.' He shall remain unclean as long as he has the disease; he is unclean; he shall dwell alone in a habitation outside the camp" .But the leper in the story disregarded these regulations. His hope led him to desperate action—"If you will, you can make me clean." And Jesus, "moved with pity, … stretched out his hand and touched him," and when he said the words "be clean" the leper was healed. Jesus's adherence to Leviticus 14 is evident in this account when he tells the healed man to show himself to the priest.
When Jesus came again to Capernaum his fame had spread and crowds were attracted to him. The account of Jesus's healing a paralytic at this time is given in some detail in Mark . The words, "When Jesus saw their faith," refer to the four men and the paralytic whom they lowered through the roof because of the crowded room. His statement, "My son, your sins are forgiven," inevitably produced shock in the listeners. To heal the sick was one thing, but only God could forgive a person of his sins. There were evidences of hostility among those present, and the scribes who witnessed the event raised the serious question, "Who can forgive sins but God alone?" Then Jesus, sensing their reservations about him, posed the question: "Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Rise, take up your pallet and walk'?" Jesus's identity and authority are prominent themes in Mark, and in this instance he makes it clear that Jesus is the Son of man and that he has the authority to forgive sins.

