*READINGS AFTER THE MIDTERM START IN THE 7TH PAGE

Sept 14th: The Goddess

· Also known as the Great Goddess or Great Mother. Goddess is the main focus for neo-pagans, wiccans, and dianics. 

· The Goddess is also understood as the Earth Mother- the earth we live on & we are her creatures. Devotees refer a sGaia (Ancient Greek earth Goddess)

· Feminist Witch Starhawk says: Goddess does not rule the world. She is the world. The Goddess is “present within”, meaning she is IN the world; she is present in both nature/human nature.

· She is the oldest & was once the most widely worshipped Gods. She was central all through ancient Europe & the Mediterranean area during late Stone Age & into the Neolithic Age.

· 6500 B.C.E the “Goddess culture” developed all over Eastern/Southern Europe. Achaeologist Marija Gimbutas named the developing culture, “Old Europe” Old Europe meant matrifocal, sedentary, peaceful, art-loving, earth & sea bound. In the Old Culture, the Goddess gave, took, & renewed life.

· 4000 B.C.E the Goddess cultre was shattered due to invasion from the north. The conquerors were in a “patrifocal, mobile, warlike” oriented & indifferent to art. Some conquerors dealt w/ the Goddess religion in various ways such as destroying the Goddess completely by attaching/wiping her shrines. 

· The Goddess is described as the “dark, nuturing mother who brings forth all life” or Earth. The Earth is the Goddess’s body. The Goddess empowers her devotees.

· She is the Triple Goddess: 1) She is a waning moon (Crone, wise woman) 2) she is the full moon (mature woman, mother, birther and nurturer) 3) She is the waxing moon (the adolescent and maiden)

Sept 14th: Reconstructing Celtic Spirituality in Europe

· At first, the neo pagan groups are viewed as an imaginative reaction against materialism or Christianity that was created as a continuation of older traditions. However, from the European perspective, these groups are a continuation of a native tradition similar to the New American groups (Sun Bear Tribe) that are open to participants from all races. 

· In Europe, the native tradition are embedded in places, names, buildings, ceremonies (customary & Christian). It is understood that these Pagan traditions died centuries ago. To bring back the Pagan tradition means to practicing them with a conscious effort.

· Modern Pagans live intelligently in accordance w/ Nature. In some pagan traditions, nature is seen as a god or goddess. Meaning there is also a strong sense of spirit in a place that has striking features or strong significance for ppl of that in that place. 

· In Europe, it is filled with Pagan traditions and their past. There are so many temples, shrines, & statues dedicated to this group. There is the The Coliseum in Romse that are used today to stage theatre, music, & games. 

· The Pagan tradition does continue such as the decoration of scared trees w/ ribbons, worshipping & honouring martyrs & guardian saints, respecting Goddess Brigid in Christian forms. Some of these practices are seen as superstitious.

Sept 14th: The Ritual Year: Neo-Pagan Holidays & Festivals

· As ppl developed cultures & civilizations, they continued to celebrate the changing year. The year depended on where one was living.

Esbat
· Ordinary working circle of a coven. It’s a timed phase in accordance with the moon. Farmers look forward to attending the waning & waxing phases of the moon to guide them in planting & gelding.  The waning/waxing is believed to have great influence on magical working. 

· The Esbats are the time for magical work that grows in the waxing moon & diminishes in the waning moon. After an ordinary circle is created & the gods/goddesses are invoked, the coven members use a circle dance or chant to raise a Cone of Power that the leader will do to release a spell for a job hunt or a successful pregnancy, or safe passage of a deceased person.

Sabbat
· Witches’ coven gather & celebrate one of the major seasonal rituals or all 8 of the festivals known as the Wheel of the Year.
· A circle is casted & god/goddess are invoked or emboded in the person of some leader. A seasonal activity takes place, either a mystery play to enact the theology of the season.
Midwinter/Yule
· Midwinter celebration are the best known & most elaborately celebrated because of the adoption in the early fourth century of December 25th (the winter solstice that falls on Dec 21st) by the Christian Church as the birthday of Jesus.

· Yule & New Years are seasons for divination. Because it’s a time of great change, customs. A Yule tree also signifies the World Tree which unites to the Otherworld. In Pagan practices, the season is celebrated w/ the belief of local groups, where 2 gods A summer & winter king are recognized.

Brigid/Candlemas/Imbolg
· On Feb 2nd, this is the cross-quarter day marked btw the winter solstice & vernal equinox, meaning the days are visibly longer & quickening of a new season. 

· Rome considers Feb to be time for purification & spring housecleaning.

· Feb 2nd is St. Brigid’s Day, the purification of Virgin Mary, making the forty-day ritual period after the birth of a child & the church festival of Candlemas. Candles are used to bless the coming year. Imbolg is a time when firm lambs are born, the first milk comes from the ewes, but not the time to plant. Its an in-between time where fertility is initiated. 

Vernal Equinox/Ostara
· Festival is around March 21st. Spring hosts a variety of seasonal events

· Ostara is named after a Teutonic Goddess known as Eostre that is legendary for their eggs, the decorated eggs that this typical for this season.

· Vernal/spring equinox is the time when several mythologies death & resurrection are celebrated. First Easter actually occurred on march 25th which is known as Lady’s Day, completing the circle of incarnation.  It celebrates both the aspect of the rising of the young God w/ the first planting & young shoots & his bond w/ the Lady.

Beltane/May Day
· Beltane is ritual beginning of summer & in Celtic calendar one of the two New Year’s days. New Year is also time when veil between the worlds grew thin & spirit beings entered the normal world. A time for witchcraft & faery folk.

· May Day rituals are the procession of hobby horses 7 clowns & corss-dressed man-woman. Its at padsow, Englad.  The “oss” is worn by man & is made on a wooden wheel covered w/ oilskin w/ a wooden clapper for a head & shaggy rope or hair tail. He’s guided by a teaser.

Midsummer/Litha
· Occurs around June 21st. It’s the oldest recorded midsummer tiruals from France in the 4th century. It is described as a rolling of a flaming wheel down a hill & midsummer rolling wheels of fire are recorded throughout the Middle Ages. 

Lammas/Lughnassad
· Its held on August 1st, celebrating the first harvest. Festival was named after Celtic sun or tribal god Lugh, who initiated the holiday as funeral games for his foster mother. 

· Lugh was an important god in Ireland & parts of British Isle.

· The Christianized name Lammas or Loaf Mass refers to special breads that are offered in church.

Harvest/Mabon
· Sept 21st, marks the grain harvest for most of Europe. September is known as the “Holy Month” The importance of this ceremony is the twin blessing of bread & beer that cannot be underestimated. This was the source of food & drink, the stapes for rural populations.

Samhain/Hallowe’en/All Hallow’s Eve
· Nov 1st, even of November. Oct 31st maintains many Pagan characteristics & rituals. 

· Samhain marks the 2nd of the two Celtic New Years, Samonios, the dark half of the year. A time where the veil btw the worlds has grown thinnest & faery folk & ghosts walk among the living. It is a Witch’s Holiday & intrusion of Otherworld brings knowledge through divination & ghosts of the dead.

Sept 28/30th: The Figure of the Witch

Sept 28th/30th: Burning Times

· Many pagans believed the burning times was an actual historic period between the 12th & 18th centuries.  Thinking that the witch hunts were a systematic effort on the part of the Catholic Church to eradicate the reaming vistages of Pagan Goddess religion & its vernation of the land.

· Others assume that a wave of misogynist came through Europe to frighten, intimidate & disempower women. Minority of Pagans believe the witch hunts were an actual Women’s Holocaust that witches were tortured & burned.

Sept 28th/30th: Mystery Religions
· Mystery religion is secret religion organized around ritual enactment of a particular myth. The rituals are enhanced by rigorous trials such as fasting, flogging, surprise on beholding scared objects, or the use of entheogens that cause a shift in an initiate’s state of consciousness. 

· Such religions include mysterious life & death. The most famous one was of Eleusinian Mysteries. They enacted the myth of 2 Goddesses, Demeter (grain goddess) & Persephone (her daughter) who became thequeen after she was abducted by Hades. 

· What the mysteries signify the inclusion of emotion & devotion. Wiccans such as Gardnerian & Alexandrians believe to be heirs to the ancient mystery religions.

Sept 28th/30th: Witch
· Witch has several meanings. There are 5 different uses of the word each being equally valid:

Anthropology
· Witch is a sorcerer found in the folklore of societies across the globe. Practitioners labelled “witchdoctors” are described as “shamans.” The anthropological definition of a witch assumes that it is evil on the part of the practitioner.

History
· During historical period or Burning Times, individuals were labelled “witches” by neighbors & enemies. In the 21st century, allegations of being a witch would get one banished, one’s children removed from parental care by misguided authorities or even killed. 

· Images of witches are drawn from both historical text & popular culture.

Politics
· During women’s liberation movement from 1960 to 1970 in North America, political movements using Witch as a term for Wild Women free of the male hierarchy’s expectations. WITCH = Women’s International Terrorist Conspiracy from Hell and WICCA = Women in Constant Creative Action were 2 political movements. Philosophy was political & social than religious in nature.

Neo-Pagans
· Neo-pagans refer to themselves as witches/wiccans claiming themselves the heritage of folk healers & midwives of history that claim they were accused of being withces by inquisition.

Satanists
· Members of neo-satanic organizations use the term Witch to describe themselves.

Oct 5th/7th: The Figure of the Initiate
Oct 5th/7th: Divination
· Divination refers to a wide variety of different methods aimed at determining the will of the god(s) or the goddess(es).  It’s the art of seeing the future or disclosing hidden meanings of present or past events & is one of the oldest magical skills used by humans. 

· Divination can be performed w/ or w/out aids.

Astrology
· Science of the stars – 12 zodiac signs that relates to personality & use of astrology for divinatory purposes. 

Geomancy
· Refers to 2 different kinds of divination- first an earth magic, second numerological system.

· Modern geomancy is a theory of scared places that is considered to be power centers & the energy lines that connect to such places, which are called “ley lines”

· Originally, geomancy was a divination technique involving random casting of sand & interpretation of the patterns created according to a given chart.

Palmistry
· Palmistry aka Cheiromancy or Chiromancy refers to the art of divination based on palm reading.  Its closely associated to astrology. Each zodiac signs corresponds to a particular digit & various parts of the palm are named after planets. A palmist can read a person’s character through the shape, size of hand & digits. 

Scrying
· Refers to any kind of divination in which the seer looks into an object in order to see hidden knowledge. It can be done in water, in a black or silver bowl, or in a cauldron. Some claim they see pictures, like looking at a movie, while other say the object helps them clear their minds of conscious thought & allow unconscious thoughts or knowledge of higher planes to drift through.

Runes
· Refers to alphabets devised in Northern Europe by the Nordic peoples. 

Tarot
Medieval deck of cards from which modern playing cards are thought to have envolved. They constitute the basis of a divinatory method that is especially popular among contemporary neo-pagans. Deck has 2 parts: 4 suits of fourteen cards called Minor Arcana & 22 other cards called Major Arcana.

Oct 5th/7th: Kabbalah
· System of a secretive philosophy developed by Jewish mystics in the 12th century, but may its roots in Babylonian magic. Its based on a concept drawing called Tree of Life, a cosmological model composed of ten sepherah or positions which represent various manifestations of life. 

· Tree has spots on its branches from Crown at the top, through various qualities such as strength & mercy to the Ground at the base & describes the infusion of divinity in all things. 

Oct 19th/21st: The War of the Secret Societies
Oct 19th/21st: Left and Right-Hand Paths
· Right hand path is associated to altruism, healing magic, ascetism & goodness.

· Left-hand path is associated with selfishness, cursing, hedonism, & evil.  

· Main difference btw the two is the attitude toward social norms & the locus of divine. Right hand emphasizes changing social norms. Left hand involve inversion of ideas & practices common to the culture that takes place.

Oct 19th/21st:  Occult Precursors to Modern Wicca
DIVIDED IN 3 PARTS:

Philosophical Concepts
Reincarnation and Karma: the purpose of incarnation was to “learn” certain lessons such as repaying a debt to another soul. It ties towards introducing the Hindu concept that is called Karma. Karma which is the “point” system in the ongoing  “game of learning” 
Levels of Reality: Taking the position that there are multiple spiritual worlds, each w/ its own natural lawas & inhabitants. Vivid symbol system is the Kabbalah concept and Alchemy. This means the individual soul is transmuted from “base” material into gold.
Magic: simplistic formuals for certain results. High magic associated w/ educated & wealthy & low magic associated w/ commoners.
Immanence of Deity: derives from protestant concept of the priesthood of all believers & the general Gnostic concept of the individual soul being an embodiment of God.
Discarnate Teachers: concept is old in the west on the basis of guru or incarnate teacher. It’s a special magical language, Enochian language from a spiritual source. 

Symbols Systems
Britano-Celtic Mythography: two primary sources were maragarte murray & charles leland’s. It’s a mythographic system for Alexandrian & Gardnerian groups & many other derivatives.
Kabbalah: originally a jewish mystical system. It has advantages explaining its incorporation in various forms into modern wicca. Privodes a “map” of territory of the soul that resonates w/ many western core symbols. It has traceable lineage & a vast body of literature.
Alchemy: central, high magical traditions. It’s a psychological process operating w/in the symbolic structure.
Western Mystery Tradition: colletion of symbolic technologies deriving from the Golden Dawn by Dion Fortune.  What they have produced are portable technologies than systems of belief.

Structures
Coven Structures: derives from britano-celtic mythography & structure of Masonic lodges. Point-by point comparison of classic coven structure show similarities btw rituals.
Circle Structures: derived from Masonic structure. Circle casting are apparent in most western magical systems & are scared that is created by most human groups.

Oct 19th/21st: Order of the Temple of the Orient
· OTO described as being heirs to the wisdom & knowledge of Rosicrucians. Its concerned w/ opening gateways & making contacts w/ entities. “outside of normal time & space” through ecstatic sexual magic. 

Oct 19th/21st: Thelema
· It is a Law called: Do as Thou Wilt Shall Be the Whole of the Law. Its referred to as the Law of Thelema. It is a greek word for “will”. Number 93 is numerologically identical to the Greek word Thelema. It is a left-hand path w/ aspects of inverted & hertical Christianity. 

READINGS AFTER  THE  MIDTERM  START  HERE

Oct 26th/28th: Alternative Magical Religions I: Modern Witchcraft
Oct 26th/28th: Alexandrian Tradition

· Similar to Gardnerians/ Rituals are formal & indebted to Western ceremonial magic.  Deals w/ division btw the year of Holly King & Oak King dealing w/ the theme of dying/resurrected God.  It’s the creation of Alex Sanders & his wife Maxine. 

Oct 26th/28th: Arnold Charles
· Born in Washington in 1947, member of wiccan church of Canada borad of directors- founding member of wicca communitas & temple of elder faiths. Best known for having publicized challenges around the treatment of wicca as a religion in Canada.

Oct 26th/28th: Gardner Gerald
· Fascinating figures in modern witchcraft. Claimed to initiate by a coven of witches called New Forest Coven in England & became the founder of contemporary wicca as a religion. Wrote 4 books related to neo-paganism & witchcraft. He was interested in ritual knives & daggers, particularly the Malay Kris (dagger w/ a wavy blade made of asteroid metal). 

Oct 26th/28th: Gardnerian
· Claimed he was initiated into a coven of withces in the new forest region of englad in 1939 by a high priestess damed Dorothy clutterbuck. Doreen valiente helped him reshape the structure of his rituals by rewriting & embellishing his book of shadows. A Gardnerian is a witch who can trace his/her lineage matrilineally back to a high pristess who worked w/ gardner.  Gardnerian practice view the priestess as “first among equals” Features 3 degrees of training. Gardnerian priestess must have 3rd degree before having right to initate members of her coven & run a coven of her own. It is a coven based tradition & follows traditional path. Considered autonomous.

Oct 26th/28th: Murray, Margaret
· British anthropologist & Egyptologist. Born in Calcutta and spoke out for women’s rights. Studied witchcraft, conducting filed studies throughout Europe. Her theory was witchcraft was widespread, rooted in European pre-christian pagan fertility cults that extended back to the paleolithic era. 
Oct 26th/28th: Sanders Alexander
· Responsible for founding the Alexandrian tradition of wicca, which one of the main traditions of the neo-pagan witchcraft movement. Known as the King of the Witches, regarded as a skilled witch & powerful magician. Natural psyhic. He started the left-hand path worshiped  the devil & studied “abra-melin” magic.  Claimed he made a magical child during masturbation and was called Michael & disappeared. He had his own coven & training classes.

Oct 26th/28th: Valiente Doreen
· Took the book of shadoes & reconstructed the document into a practical workable logical system that is known as the Gardnerian Wicca. 3 quarters of the world’s witches follow this tradition. Introduced rhythm & poetry into rituals & understanding how magic works to induce powerful altered states. She was a poet, author, pagan priestess.

Oct 26th/28th: Wiccan Church of Canada

· Run by Richard & Tamarra James. Runs a modified church model, refered as Pagan Temple Structure & teach/train  their own tradition, Oddyssean named after Greek hero Odysseus.  They initiate having a personal voyage or odyssey to complete .

Nov 2nd/4th: Alternative Magical Religions II: a) Goddess Worship b) Satanism
Nov 2nd/4th: Budapest Z

· Zsuzanna Budapest known as Z is committed feminist who sees Goddess religion as a crucial ideological & psychological support to the work of feminism. She incorporated a spiritual dimension into the political women’s movement to lead women into their own spiritual/goddess heritage.

Nov 2nd/4th: Chicago Judy
· Had influence on followers of witchcraft & goddess. She presented the WOmanhouse, an abandoned Hollywood house into a symbolic feminist arena that explored American middle-class women’s domestic role. 

Nov 2nd/4th: Daly Mary
· Influential & radical figures in development of women’s theology. Two groundbreaking books, the church & the second sex & beyond God the Father were inspired by a personal revelation converning the etymology of the word sin. She realized that “to be” fully a person was “to sin” a notion she could not accept & she blamed the patriarchal rule of a “phallocractic” society.

Nov 2nd/4th: Dianics
· Z Budapest founded a major movement of feminist witches called Dianics.  They would turn to goddesses  all were eclectiv withces.  It is attracted to a gender-separatists, who preferring they have nothing to do with men. Have a high percentage of lesbian participants because its very strong emphasis on the goddess as primal figure in its mythos & strong feminist ethos.

Nov 2nd/4th: Gimbutas Marija

· Her “Kurgan hypothesis” has been a controversial scholarly support for the sacred history that underpins the beliefs of many pagans, witches & feminist Goddess worshipers.

Nov 2nd/4th: Goldenberg Naomi
· Her interested started when she met Starhawk. She was convinced that the rebirth of the goddess & the revival of the craft were cultural trends. The Goddess is alive essay links contemporary goddess movement w/ feminist analysis of patriarchal religious traditions.

Nov 2nd/4th: McFarland Dianics
· Mcfarland dianics tradition started in 1947 & had a craft partnership w/ Mark Robert. She described herself as a Dianic Witch. This term has become synonymous w/ women-only or radical political feminist circles. 

Nov 2nd/4th: Starhawk

· Author of 8 books. A feminist & peace activist & voices of ecofeminism & travels widely in North America  Europe giving lectures & workshops about her research & experience in the Goddess movement. 

Nov 2nd/4th: Church of Satan
· Founded by Anton LaVey. Church originated from an attempt to reorganize modern occult & magical teachings around a satanic motif. It supports a philosophy of individual pragmatism & hedonism than emphasizing the worship of satan. It promotes the development of strong indivuals who seek gratification out of life & practice selfish virtues as long as they do not harm others.

Nov 2nd/4th: LaVey Anton Szandor
· Made national headline for performing a satanic wedding & baptizing his daughter at the age of 3. Its view on Satanism was not about evil or animal & child sacrifice.  It was an expression of freethinking along w/ an expressed disdain for the hypocrisy that LaVey believed corrupted Christianity. 

Nov 2nd/4th: Neo-Satanism Compared & Contrasted w/ Neo-Paganism
· The difference btw the two is their view on nature & humanity. Contemporary neo-paganism tends to employ nature as the perfect symbol & the ultimate source of divine religious inspiration. Nature is viewed as somewhere on a scale from benging to overlty positive. & friendly toward humanity. Neo Satanists view  it as somewhere btw benign & openly hostile to humans. They point to natural disasters such as earthquakes 7 avalanches that the natural world either cares nothing humanity or is actually hostile to its existence.

Nov 2nd/4th: Temple of Set
· Described as a neo-satanic religious organization. It is considered a more complex image than satan to the setians because satan is tied to conventional religions & their moral codes & therefore not an effective representation of the richness. TOS describes itself as a school of introspective inquiry as compared to religions & philosophies based on faith.  The left-hand path is typified by the TOS as following qualities 7 actions: 
1) Antinomianism: denial & rejection of the herd mentality.  2) Individuality: each individual is in charge of his/her self-change & growth 3) Control: to recognize, start & complete great quests. 4) Black magic: left-hand followers practice what many ppl call Black magic.

Nov 9th/11th: Psychoanalysis and Meditators
Nov 9th/11th: Neo-Paganism and Psychology

· Branches of paganism are interested in myth & enacting myth through ritual. Pagans turn to psychology to explain their beliefts, becase the archetypes images of the god, goddesses of myth, legend, fairy tale represent archetypes, real potencies & potentialities w/in psyche, which allows to them to be more human.

Nov 16th/18th: Healers: Traditional Knowledge, New Applications
Nov 16th/18th: Shamanism

· Shaman term borrowed from tungus speaking ppl. The term shamanism is then to shamans what religion is to priesthood. It could be interpreted as religious practices or an ecstatic religion applying it to any spiritual or artistic practice founded on an individual quest. 

Nov 16th/18th: Neo-Shamans
· It distinguishes western forms from those in indigenous communities, where modern, urban & contemporary may not. It embraces diversity & difference than generalities & metanarrative, freedom of expression & diversity of practitioners who respond w/ exasperation to ethnographic labels. The “neo” avoid pinning down a variety of practices to a fixed & name type, “ism” does not indicate an “organized sytem”

Nov 30th/Dec 2nd: New ge and Old Traditions
Nov 30th/Dec 2nd: Neo-Paganism and the New Age

· The new age & neo paganism are natural allies. New age & paganism stress on individual apritirual right of individuals  that decide what they believe & how they wish to practice. Both resist institutionalization & external authority.  Both care separate movements. Neo paganism do not general speak in New age terms of a “higher self”. New Age descends from a competing theological perspective that views nature as an obscuring obstacle to hidden spiritual truth. The physical world becomes an illusion or something secondary & lesser importance.
