PSY1101I Midterm 1 Practice Questions

Instructions
These practice questions will help you prepare for your first midterm exam. There are a few things you should be aware of: 
a) Sometimes more than one answer will be correct. Try not only to find the right answer, but to be able to explain why each other options are incorrect. 
b) Study before you try these practice questions! Otherwise you’re just learning the answers to these questions, not testing your knowledge of the material overall.
c) Do the practice questions with your notes and text closed, as though you were really taking an exam. 
d)  Although there are some questions here that are not multiple choice, all questions on your midterm will be multiple choice and will have only one correct answer. 
e) Answers are provided at the end of this file. 

Questions
1. You are a kindergarten teacher. You notice a difference in the reading ability between two students in your class and wonder if the differences are biologically or experientially determined. As psychologists, we would term your concern as being an issue of:
a. genetics versus behaviourism 
b. structuralism versus functionalism
c. nature versus nurture
d. empiricism versus dualism
e. evolutionary psychology versus experimental psychology

2. When you are walking down the street at night, your _________ allow you to see. 
a. Cones
b. Glial cells
c. Rods
d. Bipolar cells
e. Olfactory cells

3. Which of the following statements is true? 
a. Glial cells provide support for neurons
b. Myelin slows down neural communication
c. The spinal cord is part of the peripheral nervous system 
d. During an action potential, sodium rushes into the axon 
e. All of the above

4. Dr. Klein is a cognitive psychologist. He most likely studies
a. How people learn
b. How people interact with one another
c. Patterns of development
d. How people remember
e. How natural selection can be used to explain behaviour
f. People with mental illness

5. During depolarization, 
a. Sodium is rushing into the axon
b. Sodium is rushing out of the axon
c. The neuron cannot fire
d. The charge inside the axon is changing from positive to negative
e. The charge inside the axon is changing from negative to positive
f. The neuron is at rest

6. You are home alone. You hear a loud bang upstairs in your house and your heart starts to pound. This indicates activation of your
a. Sensory nervous system
b. Parasympathetic nervous system
c. Sympathetic nervous system
d. Endocrine system
e. Ophthalmic system

7. Label the lobes of the brain below. Name a major function of each lobe. Check your work in your text/notes or with a friend.
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8. Men are more likely than women to be colourblind. 
a. True
b. False

9. Jamie has obtained damage to her right occipital lobe. This might cause her to:
a. stop wearing an earring in her left ear, but still wear one in her right ear
b. have difficulty finding the words to express what she wants to say
c. go blind in her left eye
d. go into a coma
e. be unable to move her right arm, but still be able to move her left arm



10. Which of the following structures would you NOT find in the middle ear? 
a. Stapes
b. Cochlea
c. Malleus
d. Pinna
e. Ossicles
f. Incus

11. Franz Joseph Gall founded a field of work called phrenology. Phrenologists
a. Were really the first scientists in psychology
b. Made use of introspection to understand how the mind worked
c. Believed we should avoid studying mental states and should only study observable behaviour 
d. Predicted personality traits based on the shape of your head
e. Believed the body and soul were separate entities

12. You are able to feel pain in your skin because of
a. Meissner’s corpuscles
b. Sensory nerves
c. Pascinian corpuscles
d. Thermoreceptors
e. Nociceptors

13. The standard deviation is
a. A measure of central tendency
b. A measure of variability
c. A statistic we use to describe data
d. The average score in our sample
e. The most common score in our sample

14. There is evidence that levels of ________ are ________ in patients with depression.
a. SSRIs; high
b. Serotonin; low
c. GABA; high
d. Acetylcholine; high
e. Dopamine; high
f. Norepinephrine; high

15. Which of the following brain imaging techniques uses a magnet to study the brain?
a. fMRI
b. TMS
c. EEG
d. MRI
e. PET
f. ERP

16. List one advantage and one disadvantage of each of the following approaches. Check your own work or check it with a friend. 
a. Case study
i. Pro: 
ii. Con: 
b. Experiment
i. Pro: 
ii. Con: 
c. Naturalistic observation
i. Pro: 
ii. Con: 
d. Correlation
i. Pro: 
ii. Con: 

17. The author of your textbook suggests using a study approach that he calls SQ3R. This acronym stands for: 
a. Study, question, read, review, reflect
b. Survey, question, read, review, respond
c. Survey, question, read, review, reflect
d. Study, quote, reduce, reuse, recycle

18. [image: ]Label the parts of the neuron below. The answers are provided at the end of this test.


Answers
1. C
2. C
3. A, D
4. A, D
5. A, E
6. C
7. Check with text or a friend
8. A
9. C
10. B, D
11. D
12. B, E
13. B, C
14. B
15. A, B, D
16. Check with your notes or a friend
17. C
18. [bookmark: _GoBack]Parts of a neuron: 
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