Davidson - Coherence theory of justification against skepticism
Davidson:
· An American philosopher
· Student of Quine
· Wrote a series of papers
Coherence Theory of Truth and Knowledge
· An argument against skepticism
· Stage one:
· Coherence theory of justification
· Only a belief can justify another belief
· If it does not, then beliefs must be justified by something else
· Only other plausible candidate; intermediaries (sense data, impressions, experience, stimulation of nerve endings)
· Postulating intermediaries does not work
· Therefore, only a belief can justify another belief
· Role of experience: causes beliefs, not justify them
· Stage two:
· Nature of true beliefs
· knowledge - justified true belief
· Our beliefs are justified if they are coherent
· If they are coherent, then they constitute knowledge
· We have not yet show that our beliefs are true
· Stage three:
· We have to suppose that most of a person's beliefs are true
· Davidson uses his theory of interpretation
· A conditional possibility of interpretation 
· beliefs of the interpreted is true
· successful interpretation occurs
· therefore the beliefs are true
· But the second premise is very questionable
· Stage four:
· Belief is veridical
· First element: externalism about content
· the empirical content of (perceptual) beliefs
· This content is determined by its causes
· A belief, qua belief, has content
· The limits of this content externalism
· Davidson has not shown that the content is rightly caused
· Davidson has not shown that we have contentful beliefs
· Second element:
· 2 things are required for a belief to possess content:
· I must have beliefs about my own mental states (self-knowledge)
· I must have beliefs about the content of other minds (knowledge of other minds)
· I must have beliefs about the world outside of me (knowledge of the external world)
· 
