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HISTORY OF COMMUNICATIONS 
January 9th, 2013 
Dominant, Residual and Emergent Culture

The early Movie Palace (Emerges in 1910-20s):
 
Example of early movie palace is the Uptown (Chicago, 1925) which was the first large scale viewing centers for movies. These centers capitalized movies into a permanent and dominant form of entertainment. Before 1910’s it was of a story-telling form. We begin to see the emergence of movie stars and famous figures. The designs were grand and elaborate in order to recast movie -going into a respectable bourgeois entertainment. Theatres reach apex like The Rialto (Montreal, 1924).  These places had a large staff and bathroom attendance and orchestra, where movies were accompanied with other modes of entertainment. The Capital was one of the largest and most elaborate movie palaces ever built.  The idea of the movie palace, which was accompanied by spectacle and display, rose during a period of rising consumer culture. 

Mergence of the Multiplex:  

After WW2 however, mass suburbanization (moved out of city centers) began. This coincided with the arrival of television. Television was very much in-sync with suburban domesticity. The third development of the time was the multiplex cinema, which is similar to the theatres we have today. The new complexes had multiple screens and thus more choice for viewers. This was less risky for owners, in order to appeal to a wider consumer market. These were less ornamental, and lower comfort levels all together. The movie palaces were expensive to maintain and operate and thus owners tended to abandon them because of the emergence of multiplex which were cheaper to run. Some were demolished in order to make way for new modern structures, which tended to be on prime real estate. Some were subdivided into smaller individual auditoriums and theatres. 

***One form of media emerges and becomes dominant while others recedes into the background. This is main focus of the course.  This is shown how old movie palaces were re-used and reformed to accommodate new technologies (multiplex) but also in a way that can still provide service to old technologies. 
 
Raymond Williams 
· Scholarly and fictional writer
· An activist 
· Known for the revisionist approach to the Marxist theory 
· He wanted to develop a new way of thinking about culture. 
· Marxist material approach to history, the idea of the progression of society is based on economic activity, which both meet and provide for material needs. Therefore, understanding history in the means by which human beings collectively produce the necessities of life. Therefore society is based on production. 
· William argued that Marxist outlined but never fully developed the cultural theory. He then applies this to the progression in historical change. Base and Superstructure is referenced in Williams essay. 

The Base:
-  Forces of production, raw materials, industrial processes, factories, relation of production ex. Working class and employers, economic system – how goods are made, who makes them, who sells and buys them. 

The Superstructure: 
· Founded upon the base
· Institutions: laws, politics, government, religion, education, family
· A unitary area within which all culture or ideological ideas can be found 

***The Superstructure is the reflection of what is happening at the base, which is used to legitimize the base. This would mean the superstructure reinforce class hierarchy through institutions such as laws to reinforce private property. So the base determines the superstructure and the superstructure is used to enforce and legitimize the base. 

Williams re-evaluates both terms to modern times
· The base: a process and not a state. The base is subject to change as opposed to fixed and predetermined. They are real lived realities. 
· Therefore we need to move away from the notion of fixed economics or technological abstraction.
· Towards specific activities of men in real social and economic relationships
· Fundament ----- LOOK AT SLIDE 

Superstructure
· Towards a related range of cultural practices. 
· Away from a reproduced or specially dependent content
· Unitary area within which all cultural and ideological activities could be placed.  

If the medium is the cause, then all the progresses of history are reduced to effects.  This suggests the social structures in society are merely an effect of something such as media (television and music) or a particular technology. This takes away human agency and intention, as thinking and conscious minds. Therefore he wants to restore human agency. Determination has to be reconceived – in the setting of limits and exertion of pressure as opposed to prefigure an controlled, rigidity of the base. 

Hegemony
· The most prosperous and dominant class sets conditions for a way of living/perceiving
· It creates a box in which others and themselves must live and think. 
· Saturating peoples lives with images, ideologies, values and practices that maintain conditions favorable to the dominant class
· Therefore gives us our sense of “reality’
· And make the rules of the dominant class appear natural 

Williams adapts hegemony to dominant culture, where societies in every culture or in any particular period exist within a social system of practices, meaning and values.  He adds that he doesn’t want to make value judgment, as in it doesn’t make it right, but we do have to acknowledge that it is present in society. Also introduces idea of cooperation in the dominance of a particular class or system. 

Alternative
 – Someone who finds a different way to live and wants to be left alone. 

Oppositional 
– someone who finds a different way of life and wants to change society in its light. 

Residual 
· Experiences, meaning and values
· It cannot be verified or cannot be expressed in terms of the dominant culture but are nonetheless lived and practiced on the basis of the residue of some pervious social formation. (41)

Emergent 
· New meaning and values, practices significances, experiences are continuously being created
· There is a much earlier attempt on the dominant class to incorporate them
· However not yet a defined part of dominant contemporary practice

**New forms of dominant media emerge and others recede in the background but not completely. How dominant cultures or forces within the market respond to new technologies and to old technologies as well (residue). 
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Media in the Stone Age 

Exercise: Two forms of media: Email/ Handwritten Letters 

Handwritten letter: physical presence, postal service, send material over distances, etc. 

E-mail:  instantaneous delivery of message, informal/short, digital presence, free (except internet fee), etc. 

Media “Biases” 

-Media’s relationship to time/space and society in Innis’ work. 

Harold Innis (1894-1952) 
· Dean of U of T

History of Communications
· Separate epochs and each one is distinguished by a dominant form of media. These dominant forms absorb, record and transform information into systems of knowledge, which are in support of the overall institutional power structures of the society in question. Any ear, we have to take into account a number of processes, its dominant cultural pattern. In order to do so, we need to approach this from a communication perspective because it deals with so many parts of the overall fabric of society. Therefore, the dominant medium must be examined. 
· To understand a society in history one must look at dominant media (inherent properties), the USE of dominant media and the economics and institutional framework. 

*Innis believed the rise and fall of empires were directly influenced by dominant media. 

Empire: effective government of large areas. I.e Roman Empire (lasted 5 Centuries), British Empire.  It encompasses a number of territories. 

· The characteristic of a medium will influence the empire that employs it.  Therefore reduces history to the effects of technology. 
· Bias of a medium toward a space or time
· Bias will influence the development of a civilization in which that medium dominates. Therefore, civilizations are shaped and influenced by a medium that is most pervasive in that particular culture. 
· The use of the medium effects the dissemination of knowledge, distribution of power and the efficiency of communication. This all deals with time and space through time bias media such as clay, stone which are durable, long-lasting, heavy and not conducive to travel over distances. 

Time Bias Media: 
· Innis believed these time bias medias were related to oral civilizations such as poetry and song. 
· Time bias societies favored the growth of religious government. It lead to greater hierarchical elite groups which monopolized knowledge as well as power. Civilization that over emphasize durable media and time became subject to challenge and eventual collapse. This lead to the more portable and space bias medias such as papyrus which challenged the use of stone. 

Space Bias Media 
· Lightweight
· Less durable
· Conducive to trade over long distances
· Lead to empires and expansion across territories

· Means of appraisal are influences by the media 
· The tangible remains of a civilization become difficult for one civilization to understand another such as an oral culture due to lack of evidence and a media that we do not fully understand. 

· Electronic communication is considered space bias because it can travel large distances or can be in multiple places at once. 
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Before Writing

· Stone age: Paleolithic to Neolithic Period, which transitioned from hunter-gatherer society to an agricultural base society. 
· ***Know chronology of events but no specific dates 
· Record economic transaction 

Symbols:
· A special meaning allows us to conceive, express and communicate ideas 
· Ephemeral 
· Meaning is arbitrary: a symbol can essential mean many different things. Thus, the symbol can only be learned from those who use them.
· When culture disappears – leftover symbol becomes enigmatic. – hard to interpret symbol which are left behind because lack of context to frame them
Signs:
· Subcategory of symbols
· Carry narrow, precise and unambiguous information: i.e. 1 = sign that stand unequivocally for a number one 
· Communication devices bound to action  (not just ideas) 

Notched Bones
· Some theorize it may have kept track of moon cycles
· Regardless of what they were used for, these linear markings refer to something discrete and concrete entities
· ‘sings promoting the accumulation of knowledge for specific ends” (7)
· represent the first attempt at storing data and communicating information (data processing) 

Tallies
· Departed from ritual symbols by dealing with concrete data
· 1. Translated perceptible and concrete information into abstract markings (visible and physical phenomenon as opposed to cosmology)
· 2. Removed data from their context
· 3. Tallies separated knowledge from the knower 

Limitations
· Unspecific – open to interpretation
· Quantitative information only 
· Information only known only to tallier
· One-to-one correspondence (each unit – one notch)
· One kind of marking 
· One type of data at a time and only a few items per community 

Agriculture gives birth to new symbols (CLAY TOKENS)
· The material has many advantages- abundant, easy to mold and manipulate 
· They were entirely man made shapes as opposed to notch bones which were only altered
· Clay tokens were created for a specific purpose: communication and record keeping
· Sign with single, discrete and unequivocal meaning
· Understood by anyone initiated into the system
· System of regularized meaning (standardized) -- Systemization of shapes, so that they would always carry the same meaning = expansion 
· Repertory of tokens, each with a distinct meaning
· Larger quantity of data
· Greater precision
· Open – able to add new tokens 
· A code ( a system of signs for transmitting information
· A syntax (rules that govern language) 
· Mnemonic – does the role that memory would do 
· Became dominant mode of communication
· Qualitative and quantitative 
· Economic data: each token represents a specific amount of a specific commodity 

Limitations
· Cumbersome (in large quantities)
· Ideal for smaller amounts of goods in terms of record keeping
· Difficult to keep permanent records
· Inefficient – each commodity expressed by special tokens
· Requires ever expanding repertoire 
· Ill-suited for large forms of commodities and economics

Missed slide 

Advantages
· Mnemonic device – able to handle an unlimited quantity of data
· Flexible manipulation of data (addition or subtraction of tokens)
· Encourage scrutiny of complex data 
· Timely (agriculture and accounting)

Quipu

· Horizontal and vertical cords, with different colors 
· This is another example of another form of communication before writing 

Ted Talks
· Indus civilization – 4000 years ago (ca. 2600 -1900 BC) 
· Archeologists found small artifacts with writings on them such as copper tablets, pottery, and signboards and seals
· Hypothesis 1: Script does not encode language 
· Hypothesis 2:Scriptt encodes an Indo-European language 
· Hypothesis 3: Script encodes a Dravidian language 
· Unknown language, no Rosetta stone, and 
· Steps:  Figure out direction of writing (right to left), patterns in language which can be done with a computer system
· Intermediate entropy (never too random and never too rigid)
· Indus script tends to fall under the same range of entropy for language in general
· Computer model discovers unusual texts
· Indus script probably represents language – any symbols look like pictures of humans and insects
· Most ancient scripts use pictures to represent words
· 
· 
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Media of Ancient Civilization
Innis / Robinson

The Rosetta Stone 
· Consisted of three different texts: Greek script, Egyptian hieroglyphics and hieroglyphics cursive 
· Ted Talk: using computer as a Rosetta stone in order to decipher script/symbols based on algorithms and other techniques 
· Indo-script were in the form of seals/small tablets 
· When looking at ancient scripts – we take our ability to write for granted. We simply don’t think about the mental and physical processes of translating thoughts into symbols and words onto paper, a screen, etc. 
· How did writing come about and how was it taught? 

**Look at slide for basic chronology 

**Every major civilization has a major or central media bias (spatial or temporal bias) 

Stone 
· Stone is a time bias because it cannot disseminate freely
· Stone is durable and thus will persist over time
· The weight of stone is heavy and thus difficult to transport over long distances

Papyrus 
· Derive from a plant in the Nile river which has paper-like qualities
· It is a space bias because the light weight allows for easy transportation – which aids in the expansion of empires because the ability to communicate messages and information over long distances 
· “By escaping the heavy medium of stone, thought gained lightness.” (Innis, 14)
· Writing shifted from pictographic to a script form. 
· Writing became faster and easier to manipulate the form of writing – Chiseling on stone vs. writing on papyrus
· Secularization of writing 
· Writing becomes tied to civic administration which becomes more efficient
·  Creates a new restricted class where writing was a privileged profession- a way to escape hard labor 
· Egyptians were able to expel the Syrian invaders because the hieroglyphic writing was too complex 

Mesopotamia 
· Equivalent to modern day Iraq, Syria, turkey and Iran
· Babylonia, Iserian and, Samarian and Aquaidian civilizations 

Clay Tablets 
· Emerges from Samarian civilization around 3400 B.C
· Growing need to record transaction in a permanent and dependable form. Thus this new medium replaced the reliance on human memory. 
· This was a way to legitimize transactions. This include deeds of sales, delivery information, debts, property rights etc. Therefore, it took on a utilitarian and secular nature.
· Made out of clay which was an abundant resource
· Writing began with accounting but this does not explain how it evolved from no writing. We do not know if it was invented or created accidentally. 
· We know that the first written symbols are pictograms (ideograms, pictographs) which are pictorial representation of physical/material objects. People argue this is the basis of hieroglyphic form. 
· Some say writing grew out of clay tokens
Robinson argues that all writing systems are based on one main principle. What is essential to a writing system was the discovery of the rebus Principle – a picture could be used to represent a syllabic sound. Ex. A picture of a bee and leaf would be drawn together in order to represent the word “belief”. 

Others argue that writing evolved independently in certain cultures. Some argue that Hieroglyphic could have been a development out of quinoa form. 

Alphabetic system 
· Some argue that the Greeks copied the Phoenician alphabet. 
· This is like saying an English society adopted an Arabic language/alphabet. 
· There are a lot of cases of script borrowing
· The Japanese adopted the Chinese language but has to create new syllabic signs in order to include certain sounds that are not spoken in China. 
· Regardless of which writing system we look at, a full witting system is a system of graphic symbols that can be used to convey any and all thought. (Robinson, 31)
· All Scripts that are full writing systems use symbols to represent sounds
· All full writing systems are a mixture of phonetic (speech) and semantic signs (signs)
· The difference from system to system is the proportion of phonetic and semantic signs. 
· The alphabet closed the gap between spoken language and written representation of language (pictographic/image-based)
	
Why is it better to have a phonetic as opposed to semantic based language? 
· Hieroglyphs are actually making a comeback in today’s society such as street signs and washing instructions on clothes. 
Challenges: 
· They are subject to interpretation, 
· More difficult to write, 
· Temporal dimension is absent,  
· Need to continuously create new hieroglyphics because they cannot synthesize an idea,
·  It also requires some shared understanding and experience ex. An image of skiing found in a desert. 
· Harder to represent abstract idea as opposed to concrete experiences or materials
· Difficult to understand the distinction between nouns and verbs

Writing and reading is actually impossible to isolate thought from sound. Speech is really the foundation of a full writing system because writing cannot exists without speech. 
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Scripts & Alphabets 

The alphabet has linearity, order, based on memorization, presupposing that everyone has knowledge of a shared language. The alphabet was also implemented in the school system so that these concepts can be learned early on in development in conjunction with learning pronunciation of the oral language. 

The Greek alphabet is derived from the Phoenician Alphabet. We don’t know a lot of about Phoenician civilization but we do know that their alphabet had 22 consonance and no vowels. We can also establish that they carried this alphabet wherever they traveled. 

Greek Alphabet 
· We do not know how the alphabet first developed/appeared in Greece 
· Ancient Phoenician and ancient Greek were two different languages. So the Greeks had to make some changes. 
· Greeks added vowels 
· Added a couple of new signs 
· Had to undergo a period of localization before it could become standardize (Eastern and Western version and then halted with the middle ages). 
· The full potential of the alphabet was only fully realized after the invention of the printing press 
· The Greeks did a lot of than invent alphabet – they created literacy 

Alphabetic writing
· Helped spur transition from a craft literacy (scribes) to a new and modern literacy based on the creation of the common reader
· Democratized writing – made democratization of writing possible. This was done by making it accessible to young children in elementary schooling. The idea that reading and writing can be learned by anyone regardless of social rank. Scribes were no longer elite groups. 
· Standardization created no ambiguities of different languages 
· Greek alphabet became automatic – resemble an electric current communicating a recollection of the sounds of the spoken word directly to the brain. 
· Intermediary between reader and his recollection of spoken language 
· Lead to preservation and storage of language/ideas/information in large quantities 

Oral Culture
· Reliant on mnemonic devices (rhythm, tone, music)
· Alphabet abolished the need for memorization. Therefore, this allowed for the expansion of knowledge because brain was liberated from the burden of memorization
· Things could be read, studied and reflected upon
· Classical texts were in oral form. Therefore, the Greeks convert all these oral texts into a visualized record. By writing things down, this changed the order and structure of the texts. 
· New ideas were then able to develop through this new way of thinking
· Expansion of knowledge because allowed for the recording of ideas

Material Limitations
· Parchment (animal skins) 
· Papyrus (Egypt)
· Making these materials were labour intensive and slowed down the production of script
· Therefore, remained handicraft 
· Vagaries of personal handwriting (stylistic writing can be limiting over distances)

Logan
· Writing goes beyond the transcription of spoken language. The use differs from that of speech. Writing is a distinct language in and of itself because it organizes and stores information differently than speech (formal organization vs. informal speech) 
· Scripture is meant to be read silently 
· Ex. Homer’s Odyssey – there is not beginning, no middle, no end. Therefore, wiring imposes a structures order of the text in order for a sense of linearity and progression
· Once oral poem and stories are written down – they can be studied and analyzed 
· Separated the knower from the knowledge - that writing enabled 

Phonetic Writing (alphabet) and mathematical script
· Same origin (clay token) – existed together
· Both quantitative and qualitative properties
· Same evolutionary trajectory
· Sets of visual signs
· Evolved into distinct languages 

The number/sing zero (Hindu – “leave a zero”)
· Lead to development of algebra 
· Used to present the unknown
· Concept of “nothing”
· The mathematical annotation made abstract thought possible  
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Oral Culture 
Author: Walter Ong 

Phenomenology: A branch of philosophy that approaches an object as they are seen from human perception/consciousness (subjective experience) 

Walter Ong:
· Looks at implication of transitions for culture and human consciousness from oral culture  visual/literate base  technological/electronic culture

Primary Oral culture
· Absence of writing therefore it is inconceivable
· Cannot record anything and this can not look things up 
· Words are sounds (no visual presence) and are occurrences/events that happen in time 
· No conception of a label/name tag because there are no visual equivalence to the world. 

Sound: 
· Sound is evanescent – it only comes into being by going out of existence
· Therefore, you cannot arrest sound or hold it in time. 
· Vision in contrast to sound because it can register motion/movement but can also register immobility – for sounds however, if you freeze it, all we have is silence. 
· Oscillogram – a graphical representation of a sound wave. However, we do not hear the sound once it is captured and this is silenced. 
· Sound is fundamentally dynamic 
· Sound is linked to power 

Literary culture
· Words tend to be conceived as out there – can be immobile which is the opposite of dynamic
· Names: words as names are a way of conveying power over things – to exert order over the world. 

Organization of knowledge – Oral Culture
· To know something is to recall/remember 
· Use memory in a particular way – rhythmic patterns, repetitions; patterned for retention
· Thought itself is orally based – rhythmically-based expressions 
· Experience is intellectualized mnemonically 
· Complex thought becomes a challenge as it is hard to retrieve or store 
· Therefore, writing becomes an intermediary between the spoken word and knowledge 

How sound compared to other senses is very distinct.  Sound vs. Vision
· Sight best preserves surfaces or light diffused off of surfaces – registers exteriority /Sound registers interiority ex. Violin 
· The voice also originates within the body and helps creates the resonance in a person’s voice
· Sight isolates/ sound incorporates  (sound enters your ears, while sight puts you at a distance) 
· Vision is unidirectional/ sound is enveloping (comes from every direction) 
· Vision is dissecting/ sound is unifying (wholisting/harmonious) 
· Human consciousness is interiorized 

Interior/Exterior
· I feel myself as in some sense inside my body

*Primary oral culture – words essentially exist in the form of sound. But this also connects to the idea of a human’s sense of being in the universe. They saw themselves as centers of the universe. Whereas, with print, the world could be laid out in from of a person’s eyes and this changes their relation to themselves in the world. 

Secondary Orality
· Culture perceives of time and connectedness 
· Creates communality
· Focus on the audience (recreate oral tradition) who listen to spoken words.  
· Contrast to literary culture – internalized ex. Reading a book turns the person inwards. 
· Lack of spontaneity Ex. Political figures/debates – roots in primary oral culture 
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Ability to read and write over distances raised the Christian hierarchs to powerful position over illiterate kings and princes 	

· Education controlled by the church
· Knowledge exclusively for religious purposes
· Art as religious propaganda 

Christianity/Clergy inserted in every aspect of life
· Land ownership
· Royal councils
· Drafting secular laws
· Military organization 

Churches were now found in every town. The development of the perish system and confessions arose. Control extends to people’s thoughts and feelings. 

All books of antiquity, which were once housed at the library of Alexandria, were found in monasteries in Bogdan. Therefore, they were preserved into Islamic libraries but eventually began to trickle into Europe. Ones that supported Christian Thought were translated while those who were considered heresy were burned or hidden away, only to resurface later in the 15th century. 

· Human improvement of nature
· Work is prayer
· Monasteries as proto-factories
· Factory-like regimentation of behavior (religious rituals had to be schedule within all these work obligations) 
· Timekeeping
· Emergence of the mechanical clock to secular clock ex. Regulating word days for laborer, clocks in court etc. 

12th century – reason is the enemy of the church. Perceived at antithetical to theology and forbidden. Perspective of rational knowledge began to change due to Thomas Aquinas and _____________

· Aquinas found that faith could not account for reason and vice versa.
· His conclusion: faith and knowledge are not contradictory (a dichotomy) 
· Faith comes in when our knowledge ends
· Two branches of knowledge: domain of “revelation” (theology) and domain of the “natural world” (reason and philosophy) 

· Opus Maius
· Theology did not resist or repress the sciences or reason, but rather theology made use of them 
· Example: astronomy that made a religious calendar, experimental science that helped to prolong life etc.  
· 
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East Meets West

The Name of the Rose
· Faith and scriptures
· Monastic life 
· Conduct murders to protect certain heretical texts from being revealed 

Perks to handwriting: 
· Handwriting is more personalized, and can infer character traits from the form of the letters. 
· Allows for better flow of stream of consciousness 
· Cheap/affordable
· Individual expression 
· Higher level of intimacy 


Thomas Carter
Precursors to Printing Press

Paper
· Originate in China in 105 A.D
· Europe was using parchment for a long time
· Precursors of paper: wood and bamboo were initially used 
· Wood however, was very heavy and not very malleable 
· Bamboo is followed by a process of writing in silk
· Silk was way too expensive 
· Paper eventually emerged in order to overcome the limitations pf bamboo and expense of silk
· By the time it reached Europe, the paper became more robust (not as cheap anymore) 

Block Printing  (Golden Age)
· Emperors were big fans of the art and literature
· A number of techniques were used in order to duplicate important texts
· Emerged out of Buddhist monasteries – rubbings from stone inscriptions, stencils, printed silk, seals and seal impressions, 
· Used stamps in order to perform block printing
· Emerged through a gradual process over time although it still remains a mystery as when it first came about
· Earliest printed books dates from China in the tear 868

Lewis Mumford 
The Invention of Printing 

· Machine-art which brings together art and techniques
· Movable type emerged – setting up a line of  type cast on a uniform pattern on a mold 
· Printing press was initially hand-operated 

Consequences
· Standardization with that comes the end of:
· Calligrapher/hand-copyist/ scribes eliminated

Handwiring for Mumford
· Inefficient
· Slowed down copying
· Limited circulation of books and spread of ideas
· Hindered spread of literacy 
· Therefore, loss of artisnal appral was worth the spread of literacy
· With writing comes the learning individuality of the writer (temperament, ton), which is key to understanding human personality
· Actually, individuality is a handicap of communication 
· Copying a book - main goal should be neutrality and impersonality

Some forms of texts so not adapt well to printing press such as poetry (William Blake) 

Printing Press
· Fundamentally liberating 
· Suppressed the copyist but released the writer – restrict bias and allows the text to speak for itself  
· Broke the class monopoly of the written word – anything written down was technically now accessible to everyone regardless of class
· Increased every person’s range in time and space – allowed for people to read literature from the past and have them for future generations
· Illiteracy is culturally confining and hinders human development
· **May lose individuation of calligraphy – but creates more individuality within the mindsets of people, as they are now exposed to various ideas and not what the church or state promotes/teaches

Social Conditions
· Requires a new social medium: the rise f a literate urban democracy 


January 30th, 2013
An Information Society 

Mumford
· Praise printing press even though it led to the loss of handwriting and fundamental human expression and individuality
· By introducing movable type and typography , the author can speak to a much larger group of people without the bias/subjectivity of scribes
· Things became more standardize and uniform – individuality was still able to persist

Elizabeth Eistensine

Confronts basic challenge of what it means to reconstruct history. 

· Late Middle Ages (1300-1500s) 
· Printing press came along in 1450
· Doing historical research is so heavily stepped in print – in order to understand changes brought about by print, you need to look before the print. As such, you must look at journals, diaries, letters, maps, laws and deeds. 
· Therefore, we need to look at the age when these documents weren’t so readily available. 

Looks at early print cultures
· “Bookish” cultures had limits: 
· Libraries subject to contraction
· Texts subject to corruption (copying manuscripts over and over across a period of time) 
· Books across this period are still relatively rare 
· Hybrid period – Half oral, half literate 
· Heavy reliance on oral transmission of knowledge 
· Dictation governed copying of scribes (scriptoria)
· Book learning was governed by a reliance on talking
· Literary composition were “published” by reading aloud

Need to make a distinction between last scribal culture and the beginning of the Ginsberg culture: 
· Incunabula – after printing press 
· Early print materials: books, pamphlets, broadsheets
· Lay stationers began to replace monastic scribes
· Shift from free labor of monks working for remission of sins to wage labour of lay copyists.  
· With the printing press – a reading public emerges – it becomes much more solitary practice 
· Readers are now engrossed in popular fiction, gossip, 
· Complaints about people sitting at cafes without social interaction 
· Emergence of newspapers replaced the Church
Consequences: 
· Reading was pulling people away from each other, losing a sense of community and elegance 
· Less face-to-face interaction
· Drawn away from local ties but connected to distant events 
· Personal attendance supplemented by vicarious participation
· Changed nature of spoken words
· Poems, songs, plays
· Parliamentary debates
· Literary culture conveyed to the ear, not the eye
· Illiterate villages remained a hearing public
· One literate villager would read aloud to the rest of the illiterate villagers 

Protestant Reformation
· Non-deterministic history of the print revolution 
· Printing press did not cause the protestant reformation 



Video – The Day the Universe Changed
· Open schools – you did not have to be religious to read and write
· Indulgence – spiritual IOU’s. It gave credit against penants for sins you have or have not yet committed. – this was used to beautify the churches and create St. Peter’s church for the Pope – CAN SOMEONE SAY CORRUPT?
· Pilgrims would frequently get indulgences by climbing stairs on your knees
· Secret process that was to change the course of western civilization – movable block letters   
· Market for reference books for schools   
· Printing press gave an outlet for the people to share their ideas in safety in the form of print                                                                        

Analogy between Quiet revolution of Quebec and with Protestant Revolution
· Province was ruled by Catholic 
· Both movements spurred by Catholic Church and if the clergy should be intermediary between god and his people. 
· Also, id they should have so much wealth

Legitamized voices other than the elite
· Led to vernacular writing (language of the village/country as opposed to latin)
· Fist propaganda campaign 

Key to reformation
· Pamphlets, posters, broadsheets
· Literate persons would read aloud to illiterates
· Did not increase literacy but rather increased the flow of communication –raised access for information for a wider group of people
· Therefore, larger audience
· Goals: not about self-liberation but rather restoring religion
· Vurnacular texts was the basis for schooling
· To reestablish promotion of community and social morality 

Unexpected Consequences:
· German peasants got exited about Luther’s writings and revolted even though it was not for religious purposes

Print and literacy was part of a larger whole but were not the only things that were important. 
· Participation of different institutions
· Rise of capitalism





February 1st, 213

Hybrid cultures both oral and literate cultures were dependent on one another. 

· Puritanism 
· Literacy essential to spiritual/religious education and understanding. 
· More literate people making journey over to America 

The Colonial North (New England)
· Male literacy = 60%
· Female literacy was half of men’s literacy (measured by how women signed their wills) 
· Social standing played a role in rate if literacy 
· Literacy was not a universal reqwuiremernt – transactions were done in person on a local basis.
· Therefore, writing was mostly connected to religious activites 

The Colonial South (Virginia, Maryand)
· Male literacy= 50
· Wealthy = literate
· ½ of farmers illiterate 
· 1/3 of poor could sign names 
· Protestantism was not emphasized in the south, where educational institutions wrre not highly available as a result 
· Literacy does not mean economic wealth
· Plantation system – population was more dispersed and as a result, hard for people to assemble for schools and other institutions
· What about African Americans? – illiteracy would be enforced by masters in order to control slave revolts 

News! 

Before print there were 4 established communication networks:
· Religious elites
· Political authorities
· Commercial
· Traveling merchants, peddlers, entertainers (connected separate villages) 

Mail Service:
· Royal Mail service (elitist) 
· Followed by a common postal service n the 17th and 18th century for both domestic and foreign mails. 
· Horse and carriage transported mail, so it was extremely slow. It was only with the invention of the railway that mail service started to pick up in terms of time. 

Print:
· Leaflets, posters, broadsheets
· Irregularly published
· Consisted of natural disasters, political and military, supernatural events, etc. 
· Printed weeklies = Corantos (first published in Amsterdam in 1607) 
· At first focused on foreign news within Europe 
· Then local news arose which became problematic for governments 
· Star Chamber Decree (1856) – limited number of authorized printers and licensing and censorship system 
· The creed was abolished for about 20 years
· Involved in affairs of the state
· Constant flow of new on current events

18th century England
· First daily newspapers
· Commercially-based
· Independent of state authority 
· Specialized news – focus on entertainment news, financial, social and political commentary 
· London 1750 – 5 daily newspapers, weeklies and cheap periodicals, 100, 00 publications per well 
· Contingent on coffee houses and taverns – many would go there to read the news 
· More than one person would read a single newspaper. Therefore, the readership was much higher than the amount of newspapers printed 

The Stamp Act - 1712
· Government taxation (for every sheet printed and every advertisement produced) 
· Publishers to pay fees 

***The fight for the freedom of the press – to develop an independent reporting system without any intrusion of the state plays a central role for a modern constitutional state 
· Legislation of freedom of expression 

February 4th, 2013
Crossing Oceans 
The Telegraph 

Before electrical telegraph – the Optical Telegraph. This is a means of conveying information over distances but it relied on visual signs in latw 18th Century. 
· Developed by Frenchman Claude Chappe
· Line of sight 
· Each word was represented by a particular position of the arms
· Messages could be transmitted within 150 miles within the space of two minutes 
· Used for military and state purposes
· Limitations: weather and geography. Ex. Fog, snow. These could on by spaced apart as far as the eye could see. Therefore, there was a relay system with periodically intervals in order to compensate for distances beyond the visual field of the eye. 

Electrical Telegraph
· Form of encoded message such as Morse Code
· Caught on most quickly in the U.S in 1846 – 1852 had grown 600-fold
· Business and commerce

Transcontinental Telegraph Line in 1861
· Span across the U.S laterally. 
· Pony Express which is a mail delivery system – it took 10 days to move East to West. Once telegraph came along, the Pony express was no longer needed

Britain
· Industry slower to catch on
· Assoc. between telegraph and railway 
· Monopoly (Ricardo’s and Cooke) 
· 1851 – showcases for new technologies which began to show its own independence from the railway system. 
Prussia
· Underground wires
· Expands to: Austria, Canada, Tuscany, Saxony, Bavaria, Spain Russia, Holland, Australia, Cuba and Chile 

Telegrams
· Service is very expensive and this wealthy people sent more  trivial messages while, lower class sent only urgent news
· Physically go into the office, fill out forms, the message had to be expressed as briefly as possible because the message was charger by the word and the distance. 
· Structurally, telegraph would radiate out of a central office from a man area/town – think of a bicycle wheel 
· Messages could only be sent along one line. The message would have to be sent to the central hub and sent along anther line. 

The Messenger Boy
· Stepping stone to more important work
· Tidy u operation room which they had the opportunity to teach the skill of the telegrapher 


The Victorian Internet? 
· Email – sending/receiving messages
· More like an online chat rooms
· Operator’s often has to verify the messages and this would have to communicate with this central office. They eventually learned to read the messages by ear. 
· Developed new gargin - abbreviate letters, numeric codes etc. 
· When parts of the dat weren’t busy, they would communicate with one another and play games and send various messages

Europe
· Spread of interconnections between different contries
· Morse Code becomes the standard
· Lingering issue – Britain remained cut-off by Europe due to body of water (English Channel)

Problem 1:
· Rubber for coating the wire breaks down in water
· Decided to use Gutta-percha which is a rubbery gum that was easy to mold in hot water. It is expensive, but ideal for insulating telegraph cables.
· 1850: The Brett Brothers wanted to create a submarine line to connect England to France. They spool the wire off a boat across the channel. 
Problem 2:
· the wire was not heavy enough to sink
· therefore, had to attach weights at intervals to sink the wires
· once the messages were sent – the water distorted the electrical impulses which created incomprehensible messages. The messages were overlapping due to fast speed. 
· Solution: was to send messages manually – check slide
Problem 4:
· Wire was not durable enough – a fisherman snagged the rope
· Solution: heavy0duty designed where there were 4 gutta-percha wires twisted together, wrapped in tar covered hemp, encases in a shell and tar-covered iron cords. 

Cyrus Field 
· Great transatlantic cable 
· Used a similar technique as the gutta-percha 
· Two continents had been joined (10 minutes wide to get messages across) 
· Viewed as an American triumph at the hands of an American genius
· Test signals showed something wrong however. The Queens message had taken hours to transmit. The signals became fainter and fainter. Solution was to add more and more batteries to increase electrical current.  Words were garbled. Cable FAILED. 
· People accused Field of pocketing profit and that the whole thing was a hoax. 
· Conference called in order to rule out the problems. Field was summoned. The cable has been badly designed, tested in wrong water conditions such as temperature and current. 
· The battery forced by Whitehouse sent so much energy down the line, blew a hole in the insulation.
· Field replaced Whitehouse with Thompson. Needed to find a machine that could detect faint messages in order to catch the signals. Invented a new system based on physics. 
· American civil war postponed the new plan. 
· 1858 – largest ship in the world used to carry all the cable across the Atlantic. 
· 1 am – 6 days into the voyage – the telegrapher failed to receive a signal. The circuit had broken. Desperate to save the project, the chip reversed course on the high seas and backtracked 40 miles. They pulled out the cable and slowly rose to three miles to the surface.  A defect in manufacturing. Miles of bad line had been cut out and re-established and the connection with Ireland was re-established. 
· On the 14th day, the ship entered the Newfoundland shore. 


February 6th, 2013
Telephony
Claude S. Fisher  

Alexander Graham Bell
· Patents telephone at the same time and on the same day (1876)
· Transmitting speech by electric waves 
· Trying to overcome the limitations of the telegraph in order to transmit the human voice. 
· First patent – one way communication (sender to receiver) 
· Second revised application included the possibility of speech. 
· Bell presented his invention at the Centennial Exhibition in 1876. 
· The telephone however, believed it was for entertainment values as opposed to practical use. Therefore, Bell focused on marketing his product. 
· He formed the Bell telephone company and lease phones to customers in order to hold communication between two points. Ex. Between two office buildings
· First telephone exchange (switchboard), which allowed people to connect with more people. 
· New Heaven, Connecticut (1878) 
· Monopoly of service and equipment 
· System of local Bell operating companies – where there were one large company and smaller branches that would occupy different areas. 

**Antonio Meucci was also recently recognized as the early inventor of the telephone by accident in Cuba (30 years before Bell and Grey ) 


Video 
· Bell in 1871 moved to Boston but was Scottish born. 
· Convinced that the answer to the telegraph problem lied with sound. 
· In Ohio, Grey figured out how to transmit sound through a copper wire
· Grey had discovered that electricity can carry sound which will eventually lead to the invention of the telephone. 
· Bell joined Watson to figure out how to build a telephone
· Grey’s nephew was on to something with the cups and string. 
· 1874 – Grey had the basis for the telephone. 
· Bell discovered the beginnings of a microphone but it was not strong enough to carry the human voice. 
· Bell’s laywers received Grey’s diagrams. And bell took the discovery from right under his nose and won the patent. 


Western Union compete with Bell
· Ceded patent rights and instruments to Bell
· Helped secure Bell’s monopoly – where they would be supplying Bell with high quality telephone equipment and back of for telephony
Bell’s Monopoly
· 1880-1893 - Growth of telephone subscribers was huge. 

American Telephone Company 
· Established a long distance line 
· Subsidiary of Bell

****An era of too many wires 

Telefon Hirmondo
· Budapest, Hungry 1893
· Early broadcasting system
· News, stock exchange, lectures etc. 

Britain, 1884
· Electrophone 
· Expansion of the telephone was not quick as it was in America.

France 
· Theatrophone in order to tune into concerts and the like.  

First subscribers 
· Physicians 
· Businessmen (primary users)
· Commercial customers 
· Residential market neglected 
· * People were however, hesitant to use the telephone due to the reliability of the written word, which was used with the telegraph. 

1893 
· Bell’s patent expires and lowers rate 
· Some competition arises
· Service remained expensive 

February 8th, 2013
The telegraph:
· Reliance on the telegrapher and Morse code
· Written document
· Sending detailed information (quantitative)
· Linear – one thing at a time 
· Less interactivity 

The telephone: 
· Voice transmission and no reliance on mores code
· No written document
· Rapid two-way exchange= speeds up business decisions/transactions
· Business over distance more efficient 
· More interactive 

James Carey

· Separation of transportation and communication
· Before the telegraph, these two terms were synonymous  

Before the telegraph
· Collisions for trains were a problem
· Horses were places at 5 mile intervals along the track in order to warn conductors of possible collisions

Telegraph
· Used in conjunction with the railroad
· Telegraph line alongside railway tracks
· As a result: centralized control of the railway tracks
· Information moving faster than the train 

Impact on commodity markets
· Commerce that reorganize commodities 

Before the telegraph
· Prices varied from city to city
· Supply and demand would be determined by local conditions
· Commodity markets /……..
· Arbitrage: buying cheap from one location and then selling high in another location (taking into account cost of transportation)
· After the telegraph however, all buyers and sellers know the price options in all other markers
· Therefore decline in price variance between markets 
· Less spatially formed speculation where markets were evened out independent of space
· Nationalized markets
· Geography irrelevant 
· Supply and demand of all marketers determine price as opposed to local conditions

Major shift in trade: 
· Speculation shifts from space t time 
· Arbitrage becomes future trading
· Trading between places……

Arbitrage
· Trading against cities

Telegraph 
· Selling this month/year against next month/year time – payment and delivery happens later however initial buying transaction happens now based on current prices 

· Telegraph leads to uncertainty of time  
· The future as a new zone of uncertainty 

Missed slide 
Result of moving commodities out of space and into time : 
· Time = new reion of experience 
· Uncertainty/speculation opened up to forces of commerce 

Future trading: 
1. Decontextualization of markets: no longer dependent upon local conditions of supple and demand
· National/ international markets
· From physical geographical markets to spiritual ones 
· Anytime…anywhere 
2. Warehouse receipts
· Grain elevators on railway line
· Buying and selling of receipts
· Commodity separates from receipts that represent them
3. Uniform Grading system 
· Large volume
· Buy without physical inspection
· Product standardized, abstracted
· Uniform grades measure quality

Consequences 
· No real/direct relation between buyer and seller
· Relationship between things and people becomes primarily about numbers
· Separates use value form exchange value
· Deprives a particular product of its uniqueness
· Hides real conditions of production for buyer 

Standard of Time
· Before 1883 – each municipality has its own time 
· Therefore, each railroad chose own time standards based on which sates the trains left from 
· Charles Dowed proposed system of standardized time zones in order to alleviate frustrations with train 
· Telegraph used synchronized clocks
· Time sent via wire 
· Railway time = standard time
· Time coordinated in a national scale 

February 11th, 2013 

New Systems of Reportage 

Midterm Exam 
· 4- 5 Short answer questions
· 1 Short essay question 

Reliability of news sources: 
· Unbiased opinion
· Consistency through cross referencing different sources
· Type of reporting/research must have verifiable statistics, facts and information
· Entertainment aims 
· Objectivity vs. subjectivity 
· Use of language and pictures/ templates 

Penny Press (1 cent price) 
· Early 19th century 
· Before Penny Press, newspapers were fairly expensive
· Two different types of newspapers – political vs. business community
· Penny Press changed this such as the New York Herald and the New York Sun
· Printing press is steamed power and automated  which made newspapers available on a mass scale – to the middle and lower class
· Penny Press focused on local news, entertainment, local gossip stories, sports etc. 
· Depraved form of reporting 
· Not owned by political parties – independently based
· Less editorials and opinion based

The New Journalism
· Two biggest newspapers: The New York World 

Two ideal models: 
· The Story Ideal: entertainment, enjoyability, aesthetic experience, selecting and framing facts, “yellow” journalism 
· 2. Information Model: pure information, unframed facts, understandable in itself (no barrier to people reading it), clear and accessible, viewed as reliable 
· Information model associated with educated middle class, while story model is associated with the poor class --- why? 

Sensationalism: Self-advertisement 
· Newspaper layout and or policy
· Outside of basic news gathering 
· Designed to attract the eye and small change of readers 

The New York World
· 1883
· Joseph 
· Charged one penny – making it affordable to less wealthy people and become the newspapers main readership. This also caused pricing competition with other newspapers who were charging around 4 cents per paper. 
· Sensationalist paper 
· Two main strategies: illustrations (sales shot up when illustrations emerged). Competing with the daily graphic which was an entire newspaper presented in illustrations such as cartoons. 
· Second strategy were larger, darker headlines 
· Seek wide, general readership 
· Responds to changing experience of late 19th  C urban dwellers
· New York city was now a melting pot of diff. ethnicities 
· Middle Class’ movement to the suburbs 
· Transition from N Y to a walking city to a riding city (transportation) 
· Urban transport was now more readily available to all classes
· Reduced page size. Enlarged headlines and more illustrations, introduced the lead paragraph in order to appeal to city commuters 




The New York Times
· Emphasized “decency as much as accuracy” 
· Moral standards
· Sets itself apart from The World
· Marketed itself as a higher class type newspaper – the wealthy and those who aspired to be wealthy
· To be seen reading the NY = a badge of respectability
· A socially approved medium/source for news 

*Moral war between information and story journalism, which was in part due to class conflict. 

Objectivity 
· Term not used until 1920s/30’s
· Information journalism is not equated to objective journalism 
· Between WW1 and WWII people started to doubt the reliability of facts and as such, objectivity became more of a concern for readers
· 
Video Clip – Delivering Newspapers
· A horse and buggy delivering The World newspaper to city dwellers/workmen

February 13th, 2013
Sensationalism and the City 
Video Clips of the city
· Different modes of transportation were competing for space 
· No traffic to regulate traffic 
· Tempo of life is very fast pace 
· Filming a certain demographic – well-to-do upper class. 

Ben Singer 

· Modernity and modernism are not the same thing
· Modernism: a change in style or expression, which is manifested in the arts. Response to or outgrowth of modernity.  

Defining Modernity
· Moral/political: ideological sheterlessness of post scared, post feudal world (all norms and values open to question)
· Cognitive: emergence of rationality – a new way or perceiving and constructing the world
· …..

Socioeconomic shifts
· Rapid industrialization
· Urbanization
· Population expansion
· Proliferation of new technologies
· New modes of transportations
· Rise of capitalism and the rise of a consumer culture 

Modernity
· Neurological condition
· Different register of subjective experience
· rooted in the city – about an urban experience which shocks of perceptual experience such as an increase in noise, advertisement, billboards, traffic, crowds, window displays etc. 
· All of these changes implied a faster pace life (Urban life) – faster tempo, chaos, fragmentation, disorientation, sensorial intensity 

A barrage of stimuli  modernity = hyperstimulation 
Condition of modernity = increased in nervous…..

Discource: 
· Academic essay 
· Middlebrow commentaries
· Cartoons in the illustrated press
· Popular or “lowbrow” sensational newspapers (i.e New York World and Journal) 
· We see all the dangers of city life which brought fear and anxiety into the people – city as a site of chaos and confusion
· Popular motif: Accidents! 

Why? 
1. Changed perception or urban environment 
· Radically altered public sphere
· Defined by chance and shocking impressions
2. Sensationalism sells!
· Commercial imperative
· Fascination with the grotesque 
3. Sense of vulnerability vis-à-vis the city
· Frenzied city instilled in people a sense of impending danger 

Three common motifs in newspapers and cartoons
1. Death/danger in the workplace – very grotesque – machinery is a threat to one’s life
2. Death/dangers in tenement life – as a result of crumbing architecture, attacks by shady neighbors 
3. Falls from great heights – often set in the workplace, suicides etc. – sense of unbearability of modern life 


Class Dimension 
· Hazards of proletariat working conditions
· Occupants of tenements 
· Working class – part of sensational press’s core readership 

Contradiction
· On one hand focuses on a social critique
· On the other had – it was a commercialized sensationalism 
· Helping to feed and create this nervousness 
 
Popular amusement commercialized thrills
· Coney island
· Amusement parks
· Vaudeville
· Burlesque 
· Dime museums – targeted towards the working class. A way of education and proving moral uplift to the working class
· Freak shows and curiosities
· Daredevils


Missed February 15th, 2013

February 20th, 2013
Photography

TED talk – Jonathan Klein

Bill Kovarik

Clip: Invention of photography
· In 1822 by Niepces
· Each plate had to be exposed for a minimum of 20 minutes. 
· Light made the image, light inscribing the image on a piece of silver. Plate coated with silver chloride, which darkened where it was exposed to light. 
· Magic of bromine, iodine and mercury 
· The box would make the silver plate sensitive to light 
· The fumes act on the plate and chemicals 

What is photography?
· On going debate if whether it is Art or Mechanical Reproduction 
· Legal implications – Portrait of Oscar Wilde (1884). Therefore, laws needed to be applied and modified to new technologies and art forms. 

Pictorialist Movement
· Late 19th/ early 20th century
· Goal: to legitimize photography 
· Missed slide
· The Brotherhood of the Linked Ring – Salons were assembled to discuss art 
· American pictorialism (Gallery 291) – elevated photography to the level of sculpture and painting. A medium of individual expression

Straight Photography Movement
· Paul Strand
· He set out to create an absolute unqualified objectivity as opposed to artistically manipulated pictures
· Its both art and social commentary – picture in slide. 

Democratizing Photography: Film 
· The Kodak Camera, which were preloaded with film and developed the pictures. “ Press the button and we do the rest” 

Jacob Riis 
· Police reporter – investigating journalism
· He set out to capture pictures of horrid environments and children
· Denunciation of New York and its tenement treatment of its citizens

Lewis Hine 
· Missed slide

Earliest photographers
· Referred to a camera as a copying machines
· Although people are operating the camera, it was the machine that was doing the seeing or observing
· The photographer was essentially a scribe and not a poet

Later realization
· Variations between the same elements that is being captures. Therefore, no two pictures are alike which is also influenced by the subjective human eye 
· Photos are an evaluation of the world around them – not so concrete or naturalistic 
· This gave rise to “photographic seeing” – implies a new way of seeing

Susan Sontag
***History of photography is a struggle between beautification and truth-telling 

· The camera has affected a tremendous promotion of the value of appearances.
· Thereby changing the idea of reality. 
· A fake painting falsifies the history of art while a fake photograph falsifies reality. 
· The painter constructs while the photographer discloses
· We have tendencies to want to identity the subject of the photograph where in painting, this is not always the case. Obscurity or abstraction is welcome in painting
· Photograph is always an object in context. This particular context is shaped how the photograph is viewed/used
· Meaning is bound to weaken over time when placed in new contexts. Therefore, it becomes less pertinent over time
· Timeless image=depoliticized 
· No socially useful truth 

February 22nd, 2013
Postcards 

A product of modernity
· New technology/production processes
· Desire for “things” (rising consumer culture)
· Growth of affluent middle-class – able to have more buying power
· Desire for colorful images (new reproduction techniques)
· Mass tourism – more people were traveling
· Growing leisure culture (esp. young women) 

People went crazy for postcards
· It was a non-essential material item 
· 50 percent of poscards are left blank and another good majority had short messages/or just a signature 

1. Aesthetic Object
· Cheap pictorial item
· Visual pleasure and information
Created a desire of longing/dreaming/fantasy
· Conversation topics with photo album collections of post cards 
· Symbol of modernity through the use of color
2. Souvenirs 
keeping for posterity sake in order to uphold a memory of particular people or places
· Large number of local and tourist motifs 
3. Collectibles
· Male vs, female collectors as well as serious/elite collectors
4. Communication medium 
· Answered need for sending practical, cheap and quick/short simple messages
· Writing letters were for the elite and more for woman than men
· Telegraph messages remained expensive up until WWI and used mainly for business purposes 

Early resistance to open messages especially from upper class 
Evolution of the design of the postcard
· Address only on front of card 
· Message on the blank back side 
· No picture anywhere
· Prepaid postage 
Stage 2 
· Backside had picture 
· Small space for very short message or signature 
· Limitations – check slide
Stage 3
· Check slide 

Quantity vs. Banality – check slide

“Hello, I’m alive.” 
                            E.P
· Confirmation of shares knowledge that you have in relationship of travel destination. 
· You do not know what condition they are in but you suppose they are alive and well because they are capable of writing

Messages can be information- oriented 
· Purpose is to inform and convey information 
Whereas ----- Activity –Oriented 
· Circular
· People with close social relationships
· Goal is to confirm and mobilize already…..
· Presupposes common references 
· Shorter the message, the higher your cultural competence
· Aim is not to convey new information but something that is already shared

Postcards = activity-oriented
· Social tokens (rather than informative messages)
· Exchanged – people who know each other will
· Context is known
· Function: sing of life
· Ritual communication: repetition, institutionalization (familiar, predictable), expressivity

Two shared characteristics
· Based on individual access to the medium
· Communication independent of time and place

Text-message and postcard inscription
· Asynchronic 
· Limited space  minimalist, non-redundant
· Short emotional messages, jokes, gossip, drawings
· Personalized/coded/ abbreviated 
· Little information, but expressive and symbolic
· Non-essential
· Response within short time frame
· Exchange..,,, 

A text message is to a telephone conversation as a postcard is to a letter

Postcard 
· Activity-oriented….
· ……
· email and text-messaging fulfills similar functions
· but, difference between modern electronic messages and postcards – one is instantaneous, email could be used as an electronic letter, 
Modern electronics don’t
· aesthetic object
· souvenirs
· collectibles 

February 25th, 2013
A Consuming Public 

Crystal Palace Exposition, London 1851 
Paris Universal Exposition, 1855 

Palace of Industry, 18 55
· Industrial and scientific advancements were on display
· Way to contemplate the progression of human knowledge 
· Machinery on display 
· Photography, electricity were of great interest to people
· Also included balloon rides which did highlight the scientific aspect to it

Construction of the Eifel Tower 1887-1889
· Served as the entrance way for the Paris Universal 1889 exhibition
· Exhibition covered 550 acres

Paris Universal Exposition, 1900
· Featured a number of things – La Porte Monumental designed specially for the exhibition, Pallais des Illusion, Pallais de l’Optique (interested in showing images of the universe), moving sidewalk, Trocadero, Grande Globe Celeste, La Grande Roue …


Rosiland Williams
· The purpose of all exposition was to teach a lesson of things
· Things+ scientific knowledge, new technology
· Lesson = social benefit to social progression
· Shift in tone from instructional, educational, didactic  entertainment and consumerism
· Emphasis on selling and advertisement
· Exposition as a form of publicity
· Consumer merchandise/goods in place of tools and machinery 

BY 1900 Paris Exposition:
· No longer about contemplation of the progress of human knowledge but more about the sensual pleasure
· Microcosm of wide-scale consumer revolution
· Appealed to the fantasies of the consumer 

Late 19th Century
· Consumer goods become a focal point for desire
· Dream world of the consumer emerging in real cities beyond the gates of the exposition
· Bon Marche is the first department store that emerges 

Department store changes dynamics of shopping
· Lower prices
· More selection
· Each item was displayed at a fixed price – no more negotiation permitted. Also, when people began bargaining, they were obliged to buy something at some point. 
· People could now browse, and insect the merchandise without committing to buying.
· Verbal interaction (process of negtotioaton0 is replaced by consumer passive/mute response to things. 
· Mass consumption and merchandising
· Consumers were then an audience to be entertained my commodities
· Selling and amusement are merged 
· Arousal of free-floating desire 

Technological innovations changed the social universe of consumption
· New faster methods of production
· In crease in productivity  rise in income  mire affluent middle-class
· Development of new products with mass production
· Forces prices of existing products to lower 

Electricity
· Electrical power invested every day life with fabulouse quality
· Before there was gas lighting which were more dim and flickerd
· The large scale city lighting that changed things
· Transformed the nocturnal experience of the city
· Created collective sense of life in a dream world 
· 1889 exposition – spotlight above the Eifel Tower
· 1900 exposition – lighting us used on a large scale
· Used for displays such as store windows, signs…

Salon de L’Automobile, Grand Palais
· In the evening the steel and glass domes would be illuminated with twinkling lights

February 27th, 2013
Gestures of Display

Author argues that popular pleasures were precursors to cinema 
· Part of a shared cultural moment of growing taste for reality 

Late 19th Century Paris
· Centre of growing entertainment industry
· Missed point
· Real life was experienced as a show at the same time that shows became increasingly life-like  reality was spectacularized and spectacle were obsessively realistic
· Cultural life: flanerue for the masses 

Three pre-cinematic popular pleasures, which anticipate cinema 
1. Paris Morgue 
2. Wax museums 
3. Panoramas 
These two things run through all pre-cinematic popular pleasures: 
Flanerie 
· New mobilized gaze of pre-cinematic spectator 
· A 19th century literary figure; urban explorer, wanderer

Mass Press
· A printed digest of the flaneurs roaming eye
· Realism and spectacles  contingent upon spectator’s familiarity with “real-lie” newspaper narratives 

The Paris Morgue 
· Exposition rooms with two rows of body displayed behind a glass window
· People were told to filter through left to right (mobilized gaze)
· Display these bodies publicly as a civic responsibility so that these bodies could be identified  free admissions 
· Began as a municipal institution to one of spectacle and entertainment 
· Morgue = a visual auxiliary to the newspaper 
· Display the recently dead who has been sensationally detailed by the printed word/press
Fait Divers
· Mass press
· Written and visual representation of sensational reality
· Focus on accidents and crimes
· Serial novel which were printed in newspapers – often adapted from faits divers 

L’Inconnue de la Seine/The unknown Woman of the Seine
· Pulled out of the river
· Speculated that she has committed suicide 
· The man working at the morgue was so enticed by her beauty that he made a plastic mold of her face and was widely distributed 
· Known for enigmatic smile 
· Another fascination linked to the Paris Morgue 

Museum Grevin
· Founded by two journalists – Arthur Meyer and Alfred Grevin
· Function: an improvement upon newspapers
· A living newspaper/journal plastique – people had an appetite for realism and so the wax museum stepped in to create a living newspaper 
· Objective: create life-like tableaus of public figures and events
· But success dependent on: ability of the public to recognize or be familiar with the characters represented. As such, they needed to be sure that the recognition would be acknowledged
· 1. Realistic was figures
· 2. Props and costume

Tableau 
· Framing wax figures and accessories, 
· Realistic facsimile of a setting, 
· A mini narrative…. 
· Enabled public recognition of the figures
· Depicted what spectators had read about – no pictures available to depict actual event 
· Example: Death of Jean-Paul Marat  used actual bathtub that he was killed in – therefore, much more realistic and closest to the actually event that took place
· Modeled after newspaper format: continually changing exhibitions, range/diversity of subjects (ex. Politics, entertainment), unrelated… 
· It reflected a materialized social order through the wax museum  (ex. Figures falling from fame so is changed)
· Privileged views of political and Hollywood figures
· Panoramic views such as the view from the Eifel Tower
· Backstage views/perspectives – Ex. Watch a dress rehearsal of a play and they would walk from one end to another and be afforded a variety of perspectives based on position – motion and physical movement is key in making the panorama and tableau come to life 
· Series of images set in motion by the spectators movement through the display  contingent on mobile spectator  

L’Histoire d’un crime 
· A set of tableaus that depict the full stages of a crime
· Serial motion akin to the serial novel 
· Film adaption in 1901 

Musee Eden, Montreal (1891 - ) 

Late 19th Century panoramas
· Visual corollary of the popular press such as political and entertainment figures
· Shift from landscapes to celebrities/public figures discussed by the popular press 
· Started to incorporate photography and painted images 
· Moving panoramas – the canvas would scroll passed its audience with spools
· Depict transport/voyages – became more and more simulated with sound effects and music etc.  
· Optical illusion created with the human eye using simulation 

March 1st, 2013

Introducing the Phonograph 

1877 – Edison begins public demonstrations of phonograph

Edison’s List (Sterne) of possible uses of the phonograph --- check PowerPoint. 

Edison Speaking Phonograph Company
· Manager, James Redpath
· Set out to transform localized adult education lecture series of early American lyceums into formal, national ‘circuits’ administered by centralized speakers’ bureau 

Edward Johnson 
· Recitations, conversational remarks
· Songs with words
· Cornet solos
· Animal mimicry
· Laughter
· Coughing 
· Tinfoil samples for audience
· **** Rhetoric of educational merit 
· ***Framed as important scientific discovery
· Explanation of how device worked
· Followed by a demonstration (recording and playback)
· Education and entertainment brought together
· Message stemming from the American Lyceuym movmebt – education as a form of ethos improvement

ON EXAM*** Exhibitors positioned the phonograph as a wat of imprin thei audience in three ways
1. Offered audience an opportunity to participate in technological progress  up to date technological developments, felt like they were apart of the latest scientific discovery
2. Audiences were exposed to good taste  made distinctions between high culture and low culture (Shakespeare vs. Mother Goose), participated in enactment of a cultural hierarchy
3. Elevated local experience to something larger and more important  recorded in same way as audiences in grand concert halls of NYC therefore, audience imagined themselves as part of the modern educated, tasteful and recordable community

Coin-in-slot- phonographs
· Boom lasted a couple of years until its novelty wore off

Phonograph vs. Gramophone (new competitor) 
· They perform the same function almost except different formats ex. Mac cs. Windows
· Cylinder vs. the disc 
· Wax discs were first marketed in 1895
· Easy to mass produce 
· …. 

Since a medium is a configuration of a variety of social forces, we would expect that as the social field changes, the possibilities or the medium changes as well. 

Has to do with more social changes in the market  Aural Family Album
· Victorian middle-class parlor culture
· Formal presentation
· Family identity
· Handcrafted goods, artwork 

Mass reproduction of music 
·  Check slides 

****Missed March 11th, 2013 class. 
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Early Cinema 

W.K.L Dickson (Edison’s assistant) 
· Using photography as a research tool – as a way to study movement 
· Inspired other inventors, investors to further develop photographic technology but to do so for economic purposes
· First motion picture camera: kinetograph 
· Kinetoscope (viewing machine) 

Black Maria Studio - Most movies shot here

Kinetoscope Parlor 
· Moving pictures were very short (15 – 30 seconds) 
· Viewed in kinetoscope (communal space but have a solitary viewing experience through the peep hole)
· Coin operated machines (5-10 cents)
· Extremely successful – what motivated others investors and businessmen to get into the business of moving picture

Next step: moving picture projection
· 1. Intermittent motion mechanism – invented by Jekins and Armat
· Flicker effect – shifting from frame to frame 
· Persistence of vision – when we look at something, we retain an afterimage of what we just looked at for a fraction of a second. Example: A toy on the Victorian era called a Thaumatrope 
· This is why intermittent motion is important
· 2. The Latham loop- need to create a little but of slack which eliminates tension and vibrations from the film strip 
· due to these two advancment – we have the foundation of motion picture projectors

1895 
· Project cinematographe – both camera and projecting mode 
· Animatograph – 1896
· Biograph projector – 1896  top projector in its day
·  Vitascope – 1896 – Edison didn’t invent it but his name was attached to the invention for better publicity 

1895- 1905
· moving pictures = just another novelty
· Presented within a lineup of other attractions such as vaudeville, traveling shows and penny arcades. 
· While cinema had not garnered a permanent identity – it is through these other shows that it was able to pool a bigger an audience

1905 – 1918
· Moving pictures  major shift
· From novelty attraction to a permanent art form
· Two main factors 1. Introduction and refinement of the story film (longer films, genres films) 
2. Emergence of the Nickelodeon – stores that had been converted into makeshift theatres. Names for their cheap admission, the movies were playing all day long. These were the first models that resemble movies theatres of today. Popping up and disappearing. now moving pictures were the main attraction. 
· Visible presence in cities. Rise of urban amusement and leisure culture. Part of the “physical and psychic space of the urban city” 
· Aroused concerns among urban reformers and cultural tradionalists – too close to more traditional public recreation sites such as libraries and museum. 
· Exteriors were crass/gaudy, posters, barkers, phonographs.
· Interior: unsanitary, no proper ventilation, smelly, overcrowded, safety hazards, poor projection systems and rowdy audiences. 
· Association with working class 
· Darkness ---- issue with urban reformers. Health issues would be eyestrain, and as well as moral threat such as psotittuion, indecent acts coild take place in the dark putting young women and children at risk. 
· Objectionable vaudeville – added to film programs, uncensored, unregulated live performances (provocative dancing, dirty jokes, vulgar language). 
· 
Clip ---- The Great Train Robbery 
· Cross cutting (seeing things from different perspectives/angles) 
· Characterization – gestures and actions 
· Directing, writing and acting all come to the forefront
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Myth of Cinema’s First Audiences
· Naïve spectator – childlike credulity overwhelms suspension of disbelief 
· Mythic, timeless spectator, 
· Not historical  - to reduce this account to childlike crudelity. He doesn’t rebuff this myth but sets out to approach it from an historical standpoint

Historical Approach
· What conditions created shock and astonishment 
· Unsettling experience  part of attraction
· Illusion of reality – what role did it actually play 

Historical Context 
I) Tradition of turn-of-the-century visual entertainment
II) First modes…
III) Aesthetics of early cinema …
19th C. Magic Theatre
· Effects the way audiences would have responded to the eastthics of the cinema of attractions
· Example – Theatre Robert Houdin (Paris), Egyptian Hall (London)  using electricity and setting out to make visible something is not actually possible. Tension betwena sense of belief and sense of crudelity. 
· Trompe L’oeil painting – what is real and what is illusion 

Strategy of delay…
· Live musicians to give context of what they ar seeing anf animate anf framt the images

Black Diamond Express
· Sudden startling transformation 
· From still image to moving illusions
· Fascination with the apparatus – taking a still image and making it move. 
· “undisguised awareness and delight in films illusionistic capabilities – therefore, the audience were aware that it was partly illusion and undermined any naive belief that what they were seeing was reality

Leapfrog railway, Coney Island
· thrill and sense of danger was part of the pleasure of the ride
· two trains on a path of collision but then one would be lifted off the ground and pass over the other one 
· The Railroad Smash- Up (Edison, 1904)

The Cinema of Attractions 
· Decade-long period before dominance of narrative cinema 
· 1895 – 1904 
· Aesthetics persist beyond this era it is just that it is no longer the dominant entertainment of the era 

Clip – Cinema of Attractions 
· What effect are they trying to create? – Rewind falling of cement wall. 
· What do they have in common?
· What relationship do they set up with the viewer? Putting the audience in the front seat, where they themselves are not only viewing the ride, but the angle at which it is shot makes them apart of it. 
· Show different perspective – what people do in the dark when no one is around/looking but the audience gets the witness it 

Formal Primciple
Confrontationa and directness
i) film aesthics 
ii) ii) 

Finish copying powerpoint 
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Stars 
“Mass Media and the Star System” by Jib Fowles 

Highest paid movie Stars 
· Tom Cruise
· Julia Roberts
· Will smith 
· Cameron Diaz
· Kristine Stewart
· Robert Patterson
· Angelina Jolie
· Brad Pitt

1870-1920
· U.S. shift from rural to urban society
· Farm life became more mechanized therefore, there was less demand. As a result, people ventured to the city to look for work in areas of plants, factories and manufacturing
· Large scale business comes into being 
· U.S transformed from a nation of self sufficient small farmers to a nation of urbanized wage earners. 
· With this shift – boom in manufacturing, increase in wages (more disposable income) and decrease in average working hours per week 
· Therefore, more wealth, more income and more free time. 

Exploit the newfound leisure time
· Public recreation sites such as parks and libraries
· Rise in entertainments and commercial amusements
· Baseball emerged as a spectator sport 
· Salaried players 
· Each city has its own local team, which created competition, pride, fans. 

Key Points
· Country  city
· Shift from one kind of social existence to another 
· Due to this, they had to adapt to an entirely new world 

Rural communities: 
· Fewer people – population is sparse
· Emphasis on tradition, unity and cohesion 
· People values were prescript their family, community and especially the church 
· Identity defined by external forces as a result 
City Life
· Dense population
· More impersonal relationships
· There were a larger range of normaleness 
· More secular
· Self-definition is truly key in being a city dweller 
Therefore, a new individual autonomy: 
· Economic self-determination
· Choice of employment, spouse, friends, companions
· Greater plurality of values and standards (normalisness) 

Problem
· Shift from close-knit to loose-knit social ties
· Develops urban malaise: anxiety and depression and nervousness 
· As people moved away from rural lives and religious ideologies, they left behind a sturdy framework of purpose and identity
· Began to slide into anomie (erosion or lack of social values and loss of clear identity/purpose) and psychic discomfort 
· Emergence of the self-help books and manuals (building character and how to cultivate individual personality). To have a meaningful life, one needed to have an individual personality that would be likeable. 

Need new forms of identity
· Looked to people who were competent, successful, attractive – someone they could aspire to be
· To help people define identity in a backdrop of rural anomie

Rural populations thus looked for models – Actors in the public eye
· On stage, on screen, on the playing fields
· Celebrated actors = personalities

All three stars: 
· Slight stature, energetic, youthful
· Depicted tenacity and determination in roles they took on films
· Overcoming obstacles as intact and happy individuals
· ……

Railroad and Telegraph
· the development of stars could not be possible without technology
· Baseball teams – travel from city to city, scheduling, latest information and statistics on games required the train and telegraph to circulate information 
· Touring Vaudeville: booking travel, wide exposure for performers, newspaper that would discuss new upcoming acts and performers. 

Image reproduction technology (photography) 
· Pictures of stars were widely circulated
· Emphasis on the face 
· Desire to hold their likeness in their hands – wanted to know the stars off the stage and create a more intimate relationship with them
· Allowed the circulation of performs to a wide audience
· …….

Cinema ushers in the star era
· Everyone everywhere exposed to start almost simultaneously
· Multiple prints made and distributed
· Stars now viewed by millions of people in only a few short months or weeks 
· Another kind of common experience which was last seen or experienced in rural areas/small religious communities 
· Performing in motion – observing movement allowed learning of behavior and glimpse of inner personality
· The Close-up: study expression and eliminated distance with viewer and the actor. Face to face communication, privacy is broached via the face. This is how humans really interact with one another. It also disclosed affect, inner personality 
· Stars provided personalities to try on *****

Video Clip – Mary Pickford 
· She made a direct connection with the audience by playing working class roles which the audience could identify with
· She was the girl that every man wants to marry and the girl every woman wants to be
· Mary Pickford is photographed by glamour photographers which built her star persona
· Was the touchstone of fashionable taste
· Got lucrative offers for roles due to her popularity. Added an extra appeal to the movies = larger profit
· Paramount pictures – viewed all the receipts of the paramount films. Those films were being sold on the coattail of her movies. They would sell them the movie but negotiated them to buy 5 others under those circumstances. 
· Earned 25, 000 dollars a year and then 500, 000 dollars. 


March 20th, 2013 
Cathedrals of the Movies 

Audience behavior/codes of conduct
· Take for granted that codes of behavior had to be learned 

Nickelodeons
· Associated with working lass
· Poor ventilation systems, cleanliness 
· Rowdy audiences 
· Cinema was an attraction in its own right 
· They appealed to the sensibilities of the middle class
· Early as 1907 – encouraged them to give nickelodeons a face lift 
· Changing character of the film venue – campaign towards a respectable middle class audience. 

Marcus Loew, New York
· Recognized that nickeldeons were too crammed for vaudeville acts/live shows intermixed with film screenings
· He transformed old burlesque 
· …..
· Theatre advertisement of family friendly space (safety and sanitation), as well as appropriate for women and children  a marker of respectability
· Loew starts charging higher admission (10-15 cents)  marker of respectability 
· 40 converted theatres in New York

Montreal: Leo-Ernest Ouimet – 1905! 
· Idea that he would open a movie theatre that was much larger
· Bought an old theatre space – called it the Ouimetoscope
· Rebuild 50, 000 dollar, 1, 000 seating movie theatre 
· Has its one 7 piece orchestra 
· Effort to view cinema going with an air of respectability 

Those Awful Hats
· Big hats were at the time a marker of prestige 
· Large hats and rowdy behaviors were seen as distractions 
· Aimed for a silence and disciplined audience 

1910s
· Declined of vaudeville whereas theatres were up and rising 

The Movie Palace
· Large auditorium, more seats
· Lavish, ornamental architecture and interior décor
· Example Cinema Imperial opened in 1913  combination of concert hall, vaudeville and other live shows 

1920s – Movie Palace reaches its apex
· Called deluxe, or super palaces
· Eclipsing early predecessors
· Brightly lit facades
· Classical baroque design 
· Grandiose lobbies
· Chandeliers
· Elaborate frescos and domed ceilings
· Own live classical orchestra 
· Large team of ushers, bathroom attendants etc. 
· Luxury at moderate prices 
· ….

Movie Palace Impacted
· 1) 
· 2) 
· Everyday people treated like royalty
· Place to play at being fashionable and enact dreams of wealth and grandeur 
· Working class were allowed to attend but had to follow middle-class rules of social decorum
· Audiences could experience luxury but at a cost of self-repression
· Reinforced by the high-class surroundings and management policies
· Ushers were there to reinforce and encourage formality of behavior
· Employee manual for ushers How to deal with degenerate and rowdy morons/ How to monitor the exhibition space 

Darkness served to enforce silence 
· Less collective experience – creates isolation 
· One to one relationship between the viewer and the screen
· 

March 22nd, 2013
Richard Butsch
· By the 1920’s…….
· Shift away from audiences and the space of exhibition toward the films themselves.  no longer had a strong hold of what was considered legitimate and not as well as low and high culture. 
· Growing presence of children in movie theatres – no longer a moral threat 
· Rowdiness continued with unchaporoned children although was suppressed amongst adults  cheering, clapping and whistling
· Laurier Palace fire, 1927  a ban for anyone under 16 from going to the movies until the 1960s 
The effects of the movies on children
· Psychological impact – sexual 
· Drawing children away from constructive activities 
· Loss of self-control
· Most at risk are the less educated, lower class individuals
· 

The Talkies

1926 – 1930
· Shift in sound 
· Change in attitude
· …….

1927 
i) The Jazz Singer – feature-length film with dialogue and singing in synchronized sound
ii) Meanwhile…. Silent Cinema = at the height of its success


Late Silent era
· 800 feature-length silent films made per year for audiences of 100 million people. People attended 25, 000 movie theatres weekly. 
· stars and directors well-paid
· not yet unionized
· Film acting – pantomime art form (big gestures and facial expressions, )
· Minimal dialogue however, actors would still learn their lines and perform them – use of intertitles 
· Timing dialogue  conveying expression before the saying of the line and leaving enough time for the intertitle 
· Postproduction editing
· On-set mood music for actors – this helped the actors in delivering their emotions 
· Directors would also talking actors through their scenes
· Film sets were often constructed right next to each other – noise from adjacent sets
· Audience’s imagination – fill in the blanks, envision an actors voice, sound effects and dialogue = the final creative contribution to the filmmaking process (part of the appeal)

The Talkies
· Synchronized dialogue
· Popular enthusiasm for hearing actor’s voices
· Directors, actors and all crew members had trouble adjusting to sound
· Example: Karl Dane – successful in American cinema but with the arrival of sound, he was unable to find work because of is heavy Danish accent
· The primarily visiual supplanted the primarily vurbal
· ….
· Sound  arrival of unions in Hollywood
· Influx of New York actors and workers who were unionized

· Silent Cinema  More malleable and open to interpretation = subjective experience/medium
· Sound cinema  More objective because dialogues literalized every moment 

The Jazz Singer (1927)
· Few brief synchronized dialogue scene
· Hybrid between silent and sound films
· Sound technology was the vitaphone sound-on-disc recording – hung over the head of actor and wires would travel sound to a box to record
· To screen the film, you needed to synchronize the film and the record track

Transition from silent to sound took about 5 years 
· Sound cinema did not evolve out of silent cinema – sound grew alongside silents
· Talkies are entirely different art form 

March 25th, 2013
Wireless Telegraphy to Broadcast Radio

1894 
· Invented an apparatus to transmit and receive electromagnetic waves 

***Check powerpoint for important dates and events 

The Radio Act of 1912 
· All seafaring ships must maintain a 24 hour radio watch
· Mandated to stay connected to coastlines and nearby ships through wireless connection

Radio Signal
· Most significant property  inherent publicity 
· Thought to be a from of wiereless telehgraphy  conceived as a point to point communication which is not characteristic of radio and telegraphy exclusively 
· Electrical telegraph – single terminus (one receiver)
· Radio – multiple termini 
Obstacle
· Lack of confidentiality  anyone with a receiver could listen in
· Inabilitys to block receptions of other users

Early goal
· Develop private channer for point to point connection
· Electromagnetic equivalent of postal envelope

Broadcast
· Originally and agricultural term  scattering of seeds
· Analogous to radio signals which have signals tended to stray

David Sarnoff
· Memo (1915) – refered to radio as a household music box which is a device to broadcast music to national audiences
· Lack of privacy = an opportunity 
· ….
· ….

1920s/30s
· debate as to how to regulate broacast radio 
· commom carrier or whether it was something different all together
· Common carrier  term applies to elevators, railroads, shipping lines 
· Eventually, it was determined that raio was something different. 

Common Carrier
· Point to point communication
· Guaranteed delivery of a message or goods and to a specific receipent
· Private reception
· Publically controlled transmission 
VS. 
Broadcaster (radio)
· Scattered messages to all
· Privately controlled transmission
· Public reception


Role of amateur operators or “ham operators” 
· Early 20th C. fraternity of listeners
· First radio audience 
· Before the 20th century – they had free reign over the ariways before 1912 
· Starting in 1906 – there was a crystal detector – which made radio recievers possible 
· Groups of mostly boys and men  who were hobbyist, predominantly white middle class located in urban areas  set up homemade radio sets in bedrooms, attics and garages. 

Problem
· Some were practical jokers  sending vulgar and fake messages which often targeted the US Navy (major radio users). 
· 1912  sinking of the Titanic – in the aftermath of the sinking, there were a lot of misinformation and inaccurate facts of survivors and events

As a result – Radio Act of 1912
· all amateur operators be licensed 
· forbidden from transmitting on the main wave lengths used by commercial and military 
· limited to shortwave transmission and 1000 – radio sets (very limiting)
· this however didn’t stop amateurs
· by 1921, …… ratio of licensed and unlicensed radio ameuters

Radio, Early 1920’s
· era characterized by uncertainty
· a “turn to listening” – people had to assemble their own radios – not pre-manufactured  

Manhood
· the way they used the radio – men were responsible for bringing radios into the domestic sphere
· This is a way of asserting masculine mastery 
· Connection with nationhood 
· Ham operators was stimulated exploratory listening – listening to as many distance stations as possible 

Listening – 3 distinct stages
1. DX-ing  tuning into as many far away stations as possible
· From crystal sets to tube sets (better receiver)
· Listen on headphones
· Amateur ham operators
· Way to imagine America as amore harmonious nathin than it actually was but also embracing its differences by hearing different sounds and news
2. Music Listneing
· Overlapping with DX-ing
· Most stations played music 
3. Story Listening 
· Arrival of Amos n’ Andy (1929) – network program
· Tuning in weekly at the same time in order to learn the news of the same characters in drama or comedy
· Chain broadcasting – 2 or more stations broadcasting he same program at the same time
· Centralized radio programming in NYC 
· Radio broadcasting with ….

1930s – ride of radio networking, advertising and programming
· The Mercury Theatre on Air – decided to broadcast a Halloween episode of the adaption of War of the Worlds
· Orson Welles – done in the form of a fictional news broadcast 
· The show ran without any commercial breaks 
· Some people who tuned in late believed that there was an actual alien invasion 
· 
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Ushering in Radio’s “Golden Age”

Radio became a dominant communication medium – broadcast 
· Period when programming and advertising flourished 

FCC’s 1938 survey
· 53% music 
· 11% talk/dialogue
· 9 %drama
· 9 % news
· 5 % religion
· 2 % special events
· 2% miscellaneous programming 

Percentages
· …
· ….
· …

By late 1930’s 
· most full time stations broadcasting at least 12 hrs a day
· music be.
· prerecorded music

· NBC Symphony Orchestra
· Era of big bands on national and local stations
· Amateur hour broadcasts  bringing in people who were looking to find stardom – a talent show for ameteurs (used as fillers)
· Solo performers such as Bob Hope 

Late 1930s – a few new departures….
· News and commentary
· Quiz shows/ audience participation programs 
Daytime serial drama/soap operas  
· Lasted 15 minutes
· Scheduled programming – same time of day
· Emphasis on domestic life
· Sponsored by soap and food manufacturers
· Performed live with little rehearsal
· Open with brief musical intro – organ 
· Narrator who would provide opening of the show with recaps of last episode
· Two action segments with a commercial in between
· Narrator’s conclusion and alludes to future problems – entice people to tune in tomorrow.
· Solenm simple dialogue and music
· Very slow story progression – so if someone missed an episode, they wouldn’t fall behind in additional to character development
· Loyal audiences – source of profit for radio stations

The prestige Drama
· Anthologies
· …
· ….
· Example: War of the World broadcast – authentic, changed location to New Jersey (different from book) and adapted the book to a radio format (news bulletin format)
· If something is on the radio, it must be true  seen as a reliable source

Children’s programs 
Comedies 
Political Broadcasting – “fireside chats” talking through the radio with the American public such as the depression

Programming was not free!
· The price of all this programming was sponsorship – companies buy air time 

Print media adds
· Print media and advertisement – uncertainty if whether it would be as effective with radio
· Print media was nervous about loosing business
· J Walter Thompson COMPANY – relationship with NBC (radio network) – and advertisement
· JWT started to undermine NBC – not effective/unimaginative programming
· NBC was limited by their dual agenda – maintain cultural standards (stay traditional) but also profit from commercial programs 
· Mass sales would generate advertising profits
· Attending to the tabloid mind
· JWT – started introduce “lowbrow” approach to advertisement
· Market empowerment of unrecognized social group
· Mass culture in the form of radio
· Stars doing product endorsement 
· JWT ushered in Hollywood era of radio – star power was beneficial to radio

Lux Radio Theatre
· Big variety show and film adaptations of movies

1930s – programs developed by ad agencies
· Daytime serials
· Stand up comedians
· Children’s adventure programs
· More towards fictional drama and serial narrative
· More and more use of prerecorded music 
· Networks lost their power over their programs and advertising????
· 

April 3rd, 2013
The Early Days of Television

Golden Age of Radio – mostly live music
· Recordings were considered me debased from of radio/music
· 1930’s – Not Licensed for Radio Broadcast  fear that airplay on the area waves of a record piece of music would take away from record and ticket sales
· Anytime you played a recorded piece of music, you had to announce this several times in order to remind the listeners
· Local radio begins to rely on recrods and disc jockey (once they purchansed a record, they were allowed to airplay it) 
· Deejays and records  eliminates need for orchestras, writers/directos/large support stuff which made radio much cheaper

Formula or Format Radio –
· i.e Top 40 strategy.  goal is to hold the audience from turning the dial
· Create a consistency of sound (instead of eclectic programming)
· A distinct personality 
· Local radio – stations could pla regional hits
· Deejays familiar to the community – help create a local character 

I) Localization 
· The most important element in radio’s success during television era
· The deejay was one part of the strategy 
· Local radio: local emphasis/local news reports/ public service announcements/hometown sports/create community involvment 

During the Golden Age 
· Advertisers sought largest audience possible
· Starderdized coast-to-coast sound 

1950s shift to:
· II) Specialization
· Audiences neglected by Tv and Radio
· …..
· …..

Specialization
· no material for black audiences on tv and radio
· TV sets were not in many black homes
· White-owned radio stations desgined sahows for black audiences. Ex music like gospel which also attracted white audiences
· Other special interest groups targeted teengagers/farmers/ethnic groups/religious denominations

***Combination of localization and specialization allowed for radio to escape the direct competition of TV 

Radio expanded out of the living room
· It is now in kitchens, cars…
· 1947 – Bell Laboratories – discovery of the transistor, which replaces vacuum tubes that allowed for less power use/less heating etc. 
· Lead to more sophisticated car radios clock radios and the portable transistor radio
· Radio became omnipresent 

William Boddy, “Television Begins” 

· Earliest days of television 
· First TV broadcast in North America was 1939
· Full commercial development delayed by WWII 
· On-going battle between NBC-RCA vs. CBS
· VHF (very high frequency) vs. UHF (Ultra high frequency) 
· UHF --- this allowed for the development of color
· CBS had little to gain for the early developme of television because has no investments/states in manufacturing tv and television patens
· However, in all this uncertainty, it startes tro deter people from investing in television because was not generating market activity so UHF was ruled out
· VHF becomes the only commercial tv system 

Marks the beginning of US commercial televisions
· 60 new station applicants
· tv set sales start to go up
· VHF only supported 12 channels nationwide 
· 3 or fewer stations in local cities?

Consequences
· Small group of extremely profitable stations operates
· Serve d by 2 dominant networks  NBC and CBS
· Dumont telvision networ went out of business in 1955 - 

1940s – Early Predictions
· TV demands too much attention 
· Cannot serve background function
· Would be secondary to radio

Disruptive to the domestic sphere
· Required more attention to radio because it is a visual medium
· Housewife cannot do chores and watch tv at the same time
· Children would be drawn away from outdoor activies
· Husbands would slack off from work at home
· Eye strain 

Early TV Programming
· Borrowing from cinema and radio
· ……

Late 1940s 
· Baby boom and mass exodus to suburbs
· Rising incomes, new areas of leisure
· Demand for commodities and entertainment which were repressed during the stark and austere war era 
· TV is now being purchased by middle and class and low income families – 60 percent of TV were bought on credit --- not a rich luxury anymore

1950s programming
· Rise of filmed situation comedy – decline of live drama
· Suburban-based settings
· New suburban homes = imagined arena for television program
· The Television Code (1951) – a form of censorship as to what could and could not be showed on television

Quiz Show Scandals
· Networks started to gain its authority and power back
· Used negotiating power and licenses 
· Another way for the networks power was solidified
· 1994 – a movie, which depicts what, happened in the 1950. A game called 21 had been rigged to secure winners and drama


Friday April 5th, 2013 ----- Missed 
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Television Transforms the News 
· Analogy between tv news cast and ancient modes of communitcating the news
· TV news cast – a person telling another person what has happened. This similarity between the two is actually misleading – used as a jumping off point the specivity of the news cast
· 1939 – fist television broadcast –
· 1941  two 15 minute news cast
· How to fill the screen became an important question.
· Poor visual quality
· KRAFT Television Theatre, selection between two different 15 minutes news casts (check slide for the two names) 

Newsreel companies supplied recorded news events – film the news to be screened in theatres such as events of WWI 
· Small film crews
· Bulky camera equipment 
· Film development process/transport to NYC
· Newsreel genre – emphasized on-scene photography
· Limited to planned events or timeless features

Edward R. Murrow, See It Now 
· Respected journalist of the period
· Show a live feed from San Francisco along side a life feed from New York 
· 1949 Coverage of hot air balloon race – Making news as you cover the news (just the way you cover it) 
· CBS And NBC – started their own recorded events in the 1950s – live feeds via cable, and own crews placed around the coury as well as the anchorman
· Eye witness narration – First televised debate, 1960
· Civil Rights movement protests were broadcasted
· Morley Safer in Vietnam (1965) – president was furious about this as they were casting soldiers in a negative light
· News events were rather conservative – self moderated by their own personal ethic of objectivity, answers to corporate owners, sponsors and government regulators 

Television Assumption he debunks 
· “did not inject a foreign substance – playfulness – into the news” (248)
· News = enjoyed for as long as it has been exchanged
· Ex. Yellow journalism – creating merging of entertainment and news 
· Television news attracted a new audience to the news – people who have  never picked up a newspaper 
· Newscasts – easier to watch than news events, friendly but earnest tone, simple prose 
· News casts don’t try and be sensational – the debasement with sensationalism 
· TV = added distance between the news provider and the audience
· Spoke news – Talking Head   familiar, liekable human presence, but tv scrren is flat and there is not human interaction or neighborly contact

TV has:
· Extn3de oiur access to the news 
· But weakensed our ability to tell our own news/stories 

The Computer: 
· Started out as being used by large organizations and institutions such as military and science labs
· Then suddenly computer circuitry spread to a more commercialized setting
· Speak of networks and the internet…..

James Beniger --- Controlled Revolution
· Social transformation 
· Most important control of technology = bureaucracy (hierarchical division of power and labour) 
· A critical new machinery – new in terms of its generality and pervasiveness 
· Use to control societal forces that were wrought by industrialization 
· Crisis of control due to the expansion of so many new innovations
· New information processing and communication technologies emerged as a result of the crisis of control 
· 

April 10th, 2013
[…]

Digitilzation
· Coding into discontinuous values i.e binary code 

Diverse forms of information are now generalized medium under the computer – continuous code of zeros and ones

Digitalization blurs: 
· Blurs distinction of communication of information and its processing – hard to tell when one ends and another begins. 
· Between people and machines 
· Discrete forms of communication = technically the same (everything can be zeros and ones) 
· Shift on how information is stored and catageroized. Ex. Money – increasingly replaced by digitalized electronic systems

Popularizing the Internet – Janet Abbate

· Started in the US but common misconception that it began there and expanded out. Other countires were developing their own data networks at the same time. 
· How are all of these different networks around the world are going to be connected 
· ARPAnet (Advanced research projects agency network)
· Deployed for the purpose of scientific research, military and education
· Initially, the connection was between a few universities 

1983
· Most computers on the ARPAnet
· Switched to standard TCP/IP protocols which controls how one computer shares/transmits information to another computer
· Basis of the internet 
· ARPANET and Internet has some sites outside of the US 

Internet
· Ownership by US government 
· Early challgnege to expand the internet abroad
· Didn’t want the American’s to think they were wasting tax payers dollars to connect to foreign countries
· National Science Foundation (1988) – civilian networs where foreign civilians could connect to the internet 
· By 1995 – the Internet had become internaltion. However, membership to the internet was bias towards wealthy, developed countries
· Many wanted to reduced the US dominance over the network

I) Domain Name 
· US authority assigns host nams 
· Other countries wanted to make their own top level domain indicated by a two letter code Ex. France = FR US= us
· New system provided autonymy and symbolic …
II) language – the internet’s native language was English 
III) Telecommunications Infrastructure
· Global disspiratied between nations besed on infrastruscutres
· As of 1991: South America , Middle East  fewer than 10 lines per 100 people
· 1 line per 100 for the largest populated countries such as India and Pakistan
· *** Unequal distribution of wealth among nations

Internet
· Could not erase social and political differences
· Institnatenous communication across distances 

1980s
· Applications to use the internet were behind 
· Most commonly used for: electronic messaging, file transfers and email (basic tool of communication and research)

Challenges of the Internet
· Discouraging broad use of the Internet  dull text-only interface, not user-friendly, locate and retrieve data online –no automated system and no directory 

The World Wide Web
· New application 
· An application to find and retrieve information online 
· Lured the masses of users to the internet

Networs adapted new roles:
· An entertainment medium
· A sop windoe
· A vehicle in presenting one’s persona

Tim Berners-Lee and group – invented WWW
· Recognized PC’s= increasingly more image oriented 
· Hypertext  from a 1974 Manifesto – urged everyday people to learn how to use computers --- to avoid priesthood/monopoly of knowledge like the Church in the Middle Ages
· Hypertext: link pieces of information together – accessing information in a non-linear fashion
· Linking files on computers around the world
· Added use of multimedia – images, later – audio and video
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The World Wide Web 

Prevailing assumption: new media need to separate/divorce themselves from earlier media  specifically to set new formal and cultural principles. 

In the contrary:
New meia cheibes cultural significance – need to incorporate old forms of media

Remediation 
· Formal logic by which new medua borrow from and refashioning prior media forms
· Example: livness of the web remeidates liveness of broadcast tv 
· Internet remidates the telegraph  both are netwroks of electric lines covering and connected the industrialized world

Before WWW 
· Primarily used for email and file transfer  remediated alphabetic print media Ex. Letters, research report and the printed book
·  Texts limited compared to the vast amount of print media available/offered however, offered new speed of communication 
· Hypertext: allowed to exhange information’s and data more efficiently 
· Lynx: early internet browser of texts only
· Netscape: fist graphical browser: allowed both texts and images to appear along side each other 

Consequences: 
I) Attracted more users
· Even technically illiterate people/business community due to improved graphics and addition of pictures and other mediums
II) Web could remediate larger group of earlier media: (image based media) magazines, newspaper and graphic ads 
· Looked to graphic design  article layouts, ads, title pages (web design) – interested in visual precision

But WWW had new advantages:
· Speed of delivery 
· Point and click interactivity 
· Graphic design couldn’t account for moving images whereas WWW began to offer animation, more interactivity, digital video and audio 
· Web remediates CD_ROM/DVD/Radio/TV and Film

Remediation of the web 
· Promises greater immediacy
· Re-contextualizes other media  cyberspace
· Respectful remediation: Websites might highlight other media without critiquing them 
· Venerable media – printed books, old photographs
· Project Gutenberg – remediation of classic texts and classic books  making it available online. This kind of remediation requires little change from the original text – does not require intricate graphics or change
· Online libraries and archives

Why be respectful?
· Old media = no threat to new digitial media (already played-out)
· The Web can fulfill this archival function without giving up its own claim to being revolutionary 

Rival remediation
· Web magazines and newspapers
· Web encyclopedias

Hypermediacy
· Style of visual representation
· Goal: to remind the viewer of the medium
· Plays upon the desire of immediacy 
· Makes us hyperaware of our act of seeing
· Example: Web encyclopedias  assortment of hyperlinks in the text (moving reading through desired information more efficiently) 
· C-ROM/DVD encyclopedias  goes beyond what images can offer. Transparency – make the viewer believe they are in the presence of the objects of being presented. Contains animation, video and audio and in this way, this media is more transparent than text. 

Radio, TV and telephone
· The web refashions this medium more aggressively 
· More control over experience 
· Hypermediacy of windowed interface – can have many windows open at any time ands you choose how you like to consume these different forms and in what ration. 
· Growing ad changing with the ability to larger screen images – Ex. Netflix  rivaling the video store
· Internet phone service 

Web Cameras
· Remediate predecessors – primarily television without acknowledging them
· Traffic cameras/puppy cams/bird cams/Antartica/outerspace etc. 
· This cameras assume the monitoring function of tv and video
· Broadcasting and TV continue this monitoring function and life feeds of breaking news events/weather 
· Web cam however, begins to rival TV because it is less costly/more interactivity 
· Web camera offer a more private viewing experiences – individual browser
· Web cams are more transparent which connect these viewers to these remote locations 
· Very little happens with live cameras – they don’t offer any aesthetic and practical purpose – so why the fascination? 
· The medium capacity to take us to these locations – it’s the abilities of the medium 
· Web cameras add transparency  but they do so by mediating the physical world by bringing it into cyberspace 
· Transforms remote destinations into nodes on the internet 
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Digital Networks: Connectivity and Distraction

Exam:
· Heavily weighed on the second part of the semester 
· Focus on information post midterm
· Six questions
· Short single point questions  one word
· An Essay question 
· Short answer (1 Hour)/Single point questions (5-10 min)/Essay (1 hour) 

Flash Mobilizations
· Two video clips
· Organized by some form of social media  cell phones
Manual Castell
· Mobile phones initially came about to facilitate mobilization  separate from the landlines
· People could make calls while doing other things, in commute, at work etc. 

Mobilized phones with the spread of wireless access to the Internet 
· Calls can place take from (almost) everywhere
· Accessible anytime

Key feature of mobile phone has since evolved from mobility  connectivity
· Capacity for ubiquitous social connectivity
· …..
· Interpersonal sociability and shared practices  improved chances, opportunities and reach of shared practices and togetherness
· Keeping up a network groups are reinforced with a hybrid space of interaction (physical, online and wireless communication)  

Allows for:
· Rapidly changing network --- we can add and remove someone from a network quite swiftly 
· Networks expand, overlap and become modified


Structure of communication
· ….
· …..
· Malleable patterns of communication 
· Sensitive to changing orientations among participants

Most important outgrowths:  
· Unplanned, largely spontaneous communities of practice. Ex. Flash mobs via a tweet or text message to a group of recipients within that network – convergence of people with different will to come together and share a given practice 
· Instantly formed communities 

Organizing 
· Friends – parties
· Family gatherings
· Religions meetings
· Professional projects 

…. New form of Social mobilization
· Ad hoc groupings  gaining primacy over more formal structures of interactions such as structures of the family, political parties and religious groups
· Technological platform in which to create these shar3ed practices in instant time (call for meeting, sharing or call for action)

Communities only formed: 
· If messages resonates in a network of affinity
· Recipients must have: underlying existence of common interests/values

Wireless communication
· Blurs space and time  time frames and spatial contexts 
· Different kind of space – the space of flows (networked spaces where communication takes place) 
· New kind of time: Timeless time – refers to the idea that time is compressed – communication happened instantly 

Mixing of constant practices and activities 
· Ex. Use of mobile device from car, train, waiting room….
· ….
· …..

Author argues that the communication and what followed is framed in a particular way  individually centered networks/ frame of solicited….

Individualism = defining social trend of a mobile society
· Curtsey, politeness have been subject to redefinition because people are building private areas around themselves by ignoring the people and world around them
· When is it acceptable to express private life to communities and public networks
· Issue of privacy is how is this affecting the physical face to face interaction 
· New social adequate is being redefined 
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