Lesson 13	Sexual Etymology
in flagrante delicto

Prostitution
· Pro- < L. in front
· Stitut-<L. setting up
· Ion <L. Act of	
· E.M. Act of setting up in front

· Originally, was like a “farmer’s market like” kind of term
· When Christians took over, sex became something that is forbidden, this is a semantic specialization of degeneration of meaning
Pornographic
· Porn- < G. prostitute.
· Widely assumed that most people who did service kind of industry – will sell themselves in the ancient times
Mere-tri-cious
· Trix < women who does something (executrix vs executive)
· M.M.	Women of loose morals
· E.M. Characteristic of women who is mercantile/sells something (mercury came from mercantile meaning merchant, hence meant women who do business)
Testify
· Test -<L. giving evidence
· Fy-< To make
· To make a sworn witness
· Why are parts of your body called testes? Romans (male) used to swear on their testicles (ability of having kids). 
· Testicle  swear on little testicles… hence word “testify” came from this.
Orchid
· Orch- <G. Testicle
· -id < L. having the quality of
· How does flower “orchid” came to known to have a quality of testicles?
· Look at the entire picture  and hence became to know be as such.


Fornication 
· Christian term meaning “any kind of immoral, illicit, improper sex” 
· -ation <L. Act of making
· Fornic -<L. Arch
· 2 different theories; 
· 1) prostitutes would bring their client to under the bridge (archway)
· 2) Often basements were used as brothels, and basements would have arch ceilings

Adultery
· Original term “Ad alter y”
· Alter < L. Something into, another
· Ad<L. Toward
· Y <L. Act of
· E.M. Act of turning something into some another thing

· Legal term, when women sleeps with another men, they potentially alter the bloodline
· Hence, only women could commit adultery (corrupting the bloodline) and males could have gotten away with it
Kinesis
· Sis -< Act of
· Kine- <G. Moving
· Old German word “fuck, fick” meaning “to move.” Used to be a neutral term meaning “I’m gonna move my house, etc”
· However, English managed to mess it up for good into current meaning.

Pudendum	Pudenda (plural)
· Pud- < to shame
· End- < something that must be _______
· E.M. Something that ought to be ashamed of

“Venus nefanda”
· Term for homosexuality
· Venus -< Love
· Nefanda -< something not ought to be spoken of
· Something that is ought not to be spoken aka “unspeakable”
· Love that is not ought to be spoken of

Vanilla
· Van- < vagina
· Illa < little 
· E.M. Little vagina
