Greek Myths
Olympian
· Characterized by Olympus
· Modern meaning: Majestic, god-like
· Mt. Olympus  mountain that was home of 12 Gods during Ancient Greeks Civilization
· Called themselves “Olympians”

Titanic
· Means the same as “Olympian; majestic, godlike
· Although, emphasis given on the force “Titan”
· Titans were father of the Olympus Gods. However, Olympus God overthrew the Titans and threw them into Abyss

Atlas
· One of Titan Gods
· Originally, Atlas was to hold the “sky”
· Eventually, Atlas became to known to “hold Earth on its back” because of its famous picture between Hercules and Atlas
· Modern meaning: maps

Chimera
· Typically, a beast with lion’s head, body of goat and tail of a snake	“LGS”
· Today it means “Anything that is unrealistic and impossible to attain”
· Any organism that sells from two different zygotes

Herculean
· Pertaining to a hero, not terribly smart but strong
· Very powerful

Stygian
· Hercules had to wear a river called Stygian (River of darkness)
· Characteristics of “Sticks” anything that is dark, gloomy
· One of the Four rivers around the hell

Tantalize
·  “To do something”
· Punishment is fit to do their misdeed
· He tried to Feed the Gods human flash of his own child
· Tantulus, as punishment for this, had his had locked in a river and had food on top of his. He would be tortured by starvation and thirst
· Means “teasing in worst sort of way”

Panic
· Characterized by Pan (God’s Pan)
· Invented the pipes, which had magical ability to cause emotion
· Nowadays, one particular kind of emotion that makes you lose logic, now it came to symbolize “fear”
Procrustean Bed
· Bed that was owned by Procrstates
· Myth are often about things people are concerned with troubled, fearful of
· Procrastes had a house on a well travelled path… he would allow the passerby to sleep on his bed for free (kind of like holiday-inn, motel at the time)
· He put them to bed and then tied them… and then he would make sure their body fit the bed (either by stretching or chopping off the body parts)
· Then a hero came by and killed the Procrustean
· Modern meaning: any attempt to make people conform to your desires for no good reason

Labyrinth-ine
·  Characterstic of Labryinth
· He had to hide the half-bull, half-human minotaur in this elaborate labyrinth
· Every year, 7 man and 7 women had to be sacrificed
· Thessius comes in kills the minotaur, then the King’s daughter falls in love with Thessius, travels to next island where Thessius dumps her.

Aegis
· Word meaning “Shield”
· Particular kind of shield which had face of Medusa embedded on it
· Nowadays, we mean “paying for all of it and taking responsibility of”
· I.e. I am doing this under the Aegis of UWO (aka UWO is paying for all and taking responsibility of)

Amazon
· Meaing “A Powerful women”
· A-maz-on	“A women without breast”
· Supposedly, the story was that Amazon cut off one of their breast to fight… But THIS IS NOT TRUE!
· Maz  indo European word for Man
· This is probably where it originated from

Halcyon
· Story of women who lost her husband
· She asked if she could be transported to him
· Zeus (King of Gods) turned both her and her dead husband into birds
· Idiological myth: myth trying to make sense of reality
· Halcyon, a type of bird, makes nest in the water
· Modern meaning “Calm or tranquility” 

Narcissism
· “Obsessive interest in self of”
· Narcissis - the man who fell in love with his reflection
· Echo died in the cave after being treated badly by Narcissis. Hence, you can only see her reflection when you call out for her, hence “echo”
· In punishment in treating Echo badly, he started to see this beautiful reflection in water which he fell in love with
· From his body, sprung narcissis plant which requires a lot of water

Nemesis
· God who brings retribution
· Lost the original sense that “you get what you deserve”
· Now, it means “arch-enemy”


Odyssey
· Greek Hero Odysseus who had to wander around for 10 years to get home
· Now, it means epic journey “Long journey full of epic adventures”
Siren
· Any alluring very attractive women who is just bad news
· Seductive, alluring
· Nymphs (Half birds, half women) had a voice which seduced travelling sailors
· Nymphs would attach themselves to cliff and sing to them… sailor cannot resist this voice and sails their boat toward the cliff… which would sink the ship
· Nymphs were Singing “Famous deeds done by man”

Protean
·  “Characteristic of Proteus”
· Sea God who could change himself. The deal was that if you could beat him in a, he will tell you what the future holds
· Now, it means “change the shape to whatever”
