Lesson 09
Words with multiple forms of the stem
· Noun can have two forms in the original language… but only has one form when it comes into English
· Aner, Andros > andr-
· Corpus, corporis > corpor-
· Gyne, gynaikos > gyn-, gynec- (both meaning women). I.e. “gynec”ology
· Fos, fotos > phos-, phot-
 

Greek Prefixes: assimilation
· When prefix changes its form to agree with the stem it follows
· Syn-onymous
· Sym-metry
· Sym-phony
· Number of greek prefixes that ends in “O”  however disappears if the stem ends in “h” or “other vowels”
· Apo-cryphal… 
· Ap-helion
· When there is only “a” as prefix and the stem is a vowel, “n” is added just like English
· A-thiest
· An-onymity
 
Hybrids
· Has multiple parts that are from different languages
· Focus (for this course): whether stems themselves are from different language (i.e. Greek and Latin)
· Television (Tele  greek stem, vision  latin stem)
· Automobile (Auto  Greek, mob  Latin)
· Petroleum
· Pedophile (This one is greek stems only!)
· Faith 
· Within the scientific community, if one stem is greek then the rest is usually greek (or latin etc)
 

Adj. suffix –ine, -in
· <L – inus: feline
· Recall in Latin, tend to be associated with animals

· In Greek, can mean chemical substance
· <G -inos: toxin
· Insulin 
· Penicillin: -cill- diminutive suffix; means “little”
· Chlorine (chlor- means green)
· Cocaine
 

Greek combining forms: -oid
· -o- + eidos (<idol): “resembling”
· Asteroid (something resembling a star)
· Android (something resembling a man) 
 

Combining forms < graphein (to write) 
· -graph (machine for writing)
· Telegraph, polygraph, seismograph
· -graphy (process of writing)
· Geography, historiography, stenography
· -gram (something written)
· Telegram
· Exceptions: autograph, calligraphy, photograph
 

path- (to feeling, suffering, scientific community: disease)
· Since Greek is favourite for scientific language, you will notice quite a bit of Greek elements in medical language

· Cf. pati-/pass – 
· Sympathy (condition of feeling together)
· Telepathy (feel things from far away)
· Pathogen (something that gives to disease)
· Pathology (study of disease)
· Pathetic (characterized by suffering… but modern meaning far away from E.M.)
 

Noun-Suffix –ism (5 meanings; know!)

1. the action of a verb ending in -ize
2. typical conduct or condition
3. system or principle
4. peculiarity of manner or language
5. morbid condition 

· feminism, baptism, alcoholism,
· Americanism, patriotism

The act of baptize  baptism



Semantic Change (change in meaning)
You can never predict how the meaning will change
· Expedite
· Daisy (day’s eye, E.M. looks like a little sun)
· “Leave them as naked as the vulgar air” (King John)
· Does not mean air is cheap, but he means “common”

Obsolete usages
· An accessory before the fact  (doing of a thing)
· The first bishop of Worcester was then translated to Winchester (1683).
· Carried across


1. Metaphorical Usages
· Just decide to use a word when comparing one thing to another
· Eye of a needle
· Arm of a chair
· he plowed through the secondary
· belladonna (beautiful women  who will “supposedly” kill you)
· delirium, (In Latin, lira  grove you follow when you plow the field.) 
· E.M. Act of going out of grove)
· Anthrax (disease where you have little glowing coal)
· “Language is fossilized poetry” (Emerson)
· At some point, every single word was unique… then as they were used recurrently, the original meaning was changed.
· Bittersweet

Shakespeare
· ‘household words’
· ‘to back a horse’  means to support
· ‘it beggars description’  reduces me to poverty, I cannot describe it using words

· ‘I shall window your looped raggedness’  I will cut you open
· ‘this world-without-end hour’   ?
· ‘they from their own misdeeds askance their eyes’  
· ‘you are enskied in my affections’  put them up in the sky (en- “to do”)








2. Abstract to Concrete (using abstract words to represent concrete)
· She is a great beauty
· That child is a terror
· The antique shop is full of curiosities

Concrete  Abstract (other way around)
· They showed real heart… 
· He doesn’t have the brains for it


3. Specialization of meaning
· Undertaker (E.M. anybody who undertakes something, M.M: people who are dealing with dead bodies)
· Liquor (E.M. any liquid)
· Dis-ease (E.M. opposite of feeling at ease). M.M. communicable illness
· When you have two words that are synonyms, one of them will become specialized
· Synonyms and specialization: horizon, skyline… in this case; skyline became specific to the city center

4. Generalization of meaning
· Vaccine; initially drawn from cows, now it is generalized term
· Decimate (to do something involving every tenth)  generalized to widespread destruction
· Excruciating; to suffer on the cross,  generalized to any pain
· Kleenex: originally a single product, now just about any product

5. Vulgarization (Became common)
· The awful architecture of Westerminister
· Wonderful, nice (nice used to mean something so delicate)
· Inconceivable (unthinkable)
· Incredible (unbelievable)
· Terrific (making terror), terribly

6. Degeneration of meaning
· Completely different category of a lower level
· Hussy (M E houswif); homely
· Amateur (originally meant lover, now it means someone who is second-rate professional)
· Gossip (god-sibling); originally meant someone who was assigned a religious
· This word degenerated to mean “someone who spreads rumour”
· Saloon (French word; for place where people hang out)  bar club
· You are trying to change the meaning of the word to escape the negativity, but opposite is happening.
· Undertaker  mortician  funeral director 
7. Elevation of meaning
· Senate (collection of old people)  but now means decision making body
· Lord < loaf-guard; cf. blackgbuard  someone who guards iron
· Squire 
· Constable (Comites de stabulum)  in charge of stables
· Marshall < mare-servant  in charge of female hourses
· Shrewd  originally meant loud, obnoxious women   now it means clever, careful. 


8. Euphemism
· Artificial way to describe something very unpleasant
· He passed away
· The dearly departed
· The deceased, the decedent
· The powder room 
· Feisty (used to describe someone)  goes back to dogs that are “characterized by farting” 
· These dogs used to be favourite of rich old women… hence highly sought
· When relatives go to talk to their rich grandma, if they fart… they would blame it on the dog.. Hence, the dog was feisty.
· After sometime, the origin was lost… hence anybody who acts territorial and similar to the dog was described as such.
