CHAPTER 7			POVERTY & ENVIRONMENT


I. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

The term dates back to the 1980’s and was first implied in the World Conservation Strategy. Definitions may vary depending on what message it focuses on, however most contain the three following concepts:
· Maintenance of Ecological Processes
· Sustainable Use of Resources
· Maintenance of Genetic Diversity

“ That development that meets the needs of present generations without compromising the needs of future generations. “ (Brundfland Report, 1987)

However, the concept of ‘needs’ can be confusing. Whose needs? The poor? Our grandchildren? How is it definable? 

	What is Sustainable Development?

There are two main approaches: Technocentric and Ecocentric
Resources are not just a source of wealth but also provide a non-material value. Geographers have always emphasized on these two approaches/terms and more specifically on the term “Resource Management” that anticipates, mitigates and solves environmental problems. 

Sustainable Development Dynamics

The guiding principles for attaining sustainable development would be in the three concepts that follow:

· Environmental Green
Maintaining natural systems
A healthy environment is the foundation on which a sound economy and sound society depend on

· Economic Profitable
Economic efficiency
Means to protect and conserve resources or find alternatives

· Social Fair
Social Justice
Opportunity for self-fulfillment (education, job and health)
Good governance


A Sustainable Economy

Has to have the following principles:
· Redefine goals of economic development (better, not more, quality not quantity)
· Encourage diversified economic development
· Efficiency (meaning: living off the interest not the capital)
· Reduce waste and promote efficient use of resources
· Use renewable resources
· Ensured continued availability of non renewable resources (reduce, reuse, recycle, substitute) 
· Production should work within the capacity of ecosystem

Plan of Action 	
- Education, training and awareness
· Develop political and legal measures (economic instruments)
· Attitudinal and behavioral change

Strong VS Weak Sustainability

Natural capital, which is the materials and services required to maintain life, must be spent to increase human capital.
Strong sustainability implies no loss of natural capital.
Weak sustainability is the result of shadow projects, which create natural capital to compensate for losses (also referred to as offsets). 
The key to any approach is working within a realistic economic framework; however, critical Natural Capital must be protected (biodiversity)

Market Environmentalism

The role of regulation – As we have discussed, the environment is a common resource and therefore requires strict control. Common resources are difficult to regulate if left up to voluntary regulation.
· Requires the creation of a supranational Global Environmental Org. Works with the World Trade Organization to bring environmental considerations in line witch economic negotiations
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