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· One of the main causes of population growth is poverty, contrary to popular belief most of the wealth is held by few people.
· Whose problem is the issue of overpopulation? Where does it occur? How can it be resolved? 

Carrying Capacity is the maximum population that can be supported on a given resource base with a given level of technology. 
In perspective, the Earth current carrying capacity varies with different diets. 

	What causes Population Growth?

Poverty is the leading cause of Population Growth, there are however other associated factors such as:
· Lack of education (especially for women in developing countries)
· Lack of access to family planning
· Inequalities among sexes
· Diseases and hunger
· Religion

The 6th billion child was born in 1999 in Bosnia while the 7th billion was born in 2011 in the Philippines. It basically took 11 years to add an other billion. The 1st one was added in 1804. At the current pace, humanity is adding about 80 million more people every year.
The question therefore being: Can Earth support such a rapid growth?
Most of that growth will happen in developing countries.

	Current World Population

Thomas Malthus (1798) wrote an essay on population, basically explaining that population grows exponentially while food resources grow arithmetically. He concluded that the World’s population would soon outstrip its ability to produce food. He believed as well, that population growth would inevitably be brought back under control either through:
· Private Means: Like moral restraint, celibacy or chastity.
· Natural Means: Such as famine disease, leading to poverty and war.

Not all predictions that Malthus foretold have come true:
1. There is the use of new agricultural technology 
a. Green/Gene Revolutions
2. More land was brought into cultivation
a. Technology allowed the use of more marginal land
3. Better distribution of food

By most measures around the world, in general, human well-being has improved: death rates have decreased, for most people incomes have grown.
Paul Elrich also believed in population control within the developing world. 
PG is however very difficult to slow down. 
In fact, the term Demographic Momentum is describes as the continued growth within a population due to the preponderance of young people. 
Nowadays close to half of the world’s population is younger than 25 years of age.

How is it possible to slow this growth?
· Premarital chastity
· Banish sexual intercourse after the birth of child
· Delayed marriage
· Selected infanticide
· Climate based restrictions

The Western Model – Growth is largely stopped through economic development. As income rises, the need for large families becomes a rational choice. However, industrial societies children can be expensive. 

The Demographic Transition Model – It summarizes the observed relationship between population growth and socioeconomic development.
There are 5 stages of transition: 
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