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1. African countries are only underdeveloped in comparison to the west, and Europe, who decides what developed is?
2. Underdevelopment is not defined by the comparison of developed countries vs under developed countries, rather the developed is the exploiter and the underdeveloped is the exploited.
3. In general, family and kinship were the determining factors in the ownership of land, recruiting of labor to work the land, and distribution of the fruits of that labor. 
4. Pre colony there was much more focus on music, art, and religion.
5. the majority of African societies prior to the coming of Europeans were ‘in a transitional stage between the practice of agriculture (plus fishing and herding) in family communities and the practice of the same activities within the states and societies comparable to feudalism.
6. Europe’s development was partially because of African Slave trade making coins for the economy which allowed for more expedition
Equino- The Slave Narrative
This man Equino was born in Nigeria and kidnapped as a slave at age 11, help at the coast of Africa and then taken with 244 other slaves to Barbados and soon taken to the British colony of Virginia
He was then bought by the Captain of a ship Michael Pascal who renamed him Gustavus Vassa.
He was experienced in Seamanship and fought alongside the army but did not receive any of the war spoils
He also wrote about how he used to believe the portraits would always be watching him and the clock would notify his master if he didn’t obey him, torture was also regular (iron muzzle)
He was favored by his master so he was sent to Britain to study, he then converted to Christianity 
He was then promised freedom but never given it by Michael Pascal, rather he was sold to James Doran of the Charming Sally who was instructed by Pascal to give him to the best master because he deserved it. So he gave him to Robert King.
He then paid for his freedom by trading with allowance by King
He then went to Great Britain and joined the abolitions, became a writer, got married and had children
Key Points
The Dark Continent: Africa was called the Dark Continent because it was a mystery to the Europeans and was not colonized until much later than the rest of the world, and even after colonization much of it was still undiscovered 
Orientalism: The view of the east and what it is
Othering: Who we are? And who they are? A way of exclusion and inclusion
Euro centrism: Viewing the world from a European point of view, this was coined during decolonization
Africanization: the conversion of certain phenomena from worldwide to just Africa like poverty, war
Deafricanization: removing a person or group from being African because of the negative connotation of Africa (Ancient Egypt, North Africa being a lot more middle eastern then African, Africa is not just black)
Human Zoo: In the 19th and 20th Centuries they used to put indigenous people on display in their natural habitat and let people watch them as a fair or exhibition (always non white people, this happened in Africa, Asia, even south America)
The white mans burden: A poem written by an English poet by the name of Rudyard Kipling basically talking about how the white man was superior to all other races and took the view of cultural imperialism to show that the white culture has to carry all the other cultures on its back and support them because they couldn’t support themselves
Civilization missions: These were missions where the west (colonial powers) felt it was their duty to teach the Africans or (backward people) how to be civilized the western way. This is also referred to assimilation. Ridding people of their culture and creating one big culture within a melting pot. This also plays into the White mans burden
Pan Africanism: From 1900s, there was pan Africanist reflection and thought the idea of commonality across geographical space, Pan – means all. Came out of the historical thought of forced migration and the deportation of people of African consent. This is the search for common elements across peoples of African decent whether they were in Africa or elsewhere in the world.This move to try and unify across the fragmented geographical locations. And this fragmentation goes back to the fact of the slave trade. So pan African means the inclusion Africans no matter where they find themselves. A reaction and looking for a shared something, and a lot of the debate was what is that something. The movement is still alive but it has changed shape because of the things like globalization  and other concepts. The idea of looking for a common cultural identity
History of Africa: The history of Africa was usually oral because that was how they knew how to record stuff. There were few people who were literate. This is not considered modern because modern is decided by the west. Any history which was not written is considered prehistoric by the west.
Negritude: Came out of a wider wave of thought, which was pan Africanism. This idea came into existence around the 30s - 40s and was into context in the French colonial system. The three students that came from different parts but what they had in common was being the colonial subjects of France. Coming from similar positions in that sense. What allowed this thinking of Negritude was the existence of pan Africanism.
Bantu Migration: The bantu were settled near the Benue river about 3000 years ago, but due to the growth in population and the drying sahara desert the Bantu had to migrate south and east reaching congo and spreading up the rivers of Central Africa. The intermarried, kicked out, or killed the people who were occupying the land and took over. The reached the tip of Africa at one point. 
The binary system: is the concept of yes or no, with no median?
The scramble for Africa: This was the tradeoffs between the colonial empires on who would take what countries
Border issues: The artificial borders created by the colonial powers were problematic because they didn’t care about pre-existing borders
The mercy industrial complex: The need for the west to help the west linked to africinaztion of different phenomena 
Religious missions: were a problem because they came in to Africa to save their souls and ended up taking control of the education systems
Scientific Racism: The theory that we are created in our class this was used to give the Europeans superiority to the rest of the world
The Back to Africa movement: Trying to take Africans from the USA back to Africa with the creation of Liberia, using the American Colonization society.
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