



Shift in Japanese culture during the Meiji period










Name: Xiaohan Yu
Student ID: 6617850
Course: JPN 2101
Professor: Sheri Zhang
Date: 24 Mar 2012


Introduction:
    Among the history of human civilization in Japan, with the change of evolution, the human conception of culture has changed constantly. Due to the advancing development of society in nineteenth century, there are more people who bring forth new ideas, and want to opt for better life after the damage of the second world war, as a way of ending Japan’s political and social structure, and spanned both the late Edo period, it is also the late Tokugawa shogun ate, as a result, it was the beginning of the Meiji period.
We should have a get a thorough understanding about the cultural diversity of the Japan, due to this purpose; the following papers deal with some important aspects concerning the topic over the culture in Meiji restoration. 
The topic over the shift in culture during Meiji period is influenced by economy, transportation, social society, education, and religion. Next, I will focus on those aspects, and give you people a brief understanding about the culture in Meiji restoration.


















Economy and transportations shift during Meiji period.
   It is universally acknowledged that, the year 1868 is the one of the most important year among the modern history of japan. During this period, the Meiji emperor with all Tokugawa lands were seized and placed under "imperial control", thus placing them under the prerogative of the new Meiji government. In the next twenty years, japan was totally changed from a feudal state to a modern western-style state. As we can see from the transportation in the history, railroads were built, and the postal system was set up immediately. The most meaningful one is central bank also established, it is an institution designed to control the quantity of money in the economy. 
After the road systems had been built toward the end of the Tokugawa era, japan was successfully transformed from a predominantly agricultural economy to a modern industrial power around the turn of the twentieth century. The government pays much attention on large-scale industry especially for the steel industry, which is also the reason to grow the GDP, in order to show the growth of economy in Japan.
However, some expert argues that Meiji period was neither an aristocratic revolution nor a primarily economic one. Because it is difficult to see Meiji restoration is a proletarian revolution like Russia in 1917, or a bourgeois one like English revolution. Morshima (1982, pp.80-87) argues Meiji restoration is a revolution without a clearly plan, although it can increase the GDP in some ways. (Aa, 2005)
In 1923, there was a great earthquake in Japan; in response it leads a financial crisis of 1927, although the huge depression influenced Japan’s economy heavily, the drop in output was not a severe in japan as in united states. In the first place, there was a expansionary fiscal policy was pursed in 1931, in the second place, the devaluation of the yen after the abandonment of the just-reinstituted gold standard in 1931, in some ways, it can helped the rate of Japanese export recover quickly to its peak level of the 1920s, the last reason is that the military force grows very rapidly after 1933.
The difference between economic growth and economic development is totally different. For an instance, economic growth emphasizes a quantitative expansion of economic size, most often measured by real GDP. Another concept about economic development emphasizes qualitative changes in an economy: a change in industrial structure, a movement of resources from agriculture to manufacturing, and a shift of workers from rural areas to cities. In the following paragraph, we will discuss the start of Japan’s modern economic growth and development. (Ito,2001)

Table 1
Annual rate of Japanese economic growth
	
	Population 
	Capital
	Real GNP
	GNPdeflator

	1880
	1.07
	3.37
	3.37
	2.78

	1940
	1.01
	9.95
	10.35
	4.28


Source: Emi and Shionoya 1973, p. 55.

Table 2
Average growth rates of real GNP in Japan (annual percentages)
	1885
	1898 4.33

	1898
	1905 2.27

	1905
	1919 4.21

	1919
	1931 3.56

	1931
	1938 6.00


Source: Ohkawa and Rosovsky 1973. 
    From the table above, as we can see the economy in 1880 to 1940 suffer a dramatic increase due to the number of real GNP in the tale 1. It also gives the data about the comparison between Japan’s economic growth in prewar and postwar. We can take look to the table 2. It summarizes the average growth rate during those years, from 1885 to 1938. As the number suggest that, it look similar like a business cycle, from peak to a trough. For example, when 1885 to 1898 it is a T to P, however from 1898 to 1905, it is a P to T. one thing to remember is that, growth was accelerating in the 1920s and the 1930s, even for a contractionary period.






















Conclusion:
The analysis discussed above separates Meiji restoration into two main parties. The first one is economy, and the other one is transportation. One thing to mention is that, transportation as a basic aspect to analysis the economy in Japan not the important one through this paper. According to the real data and the opinions from the experts in Japanese’s history, it may be briefly summed that economy in Meiji restoration increased dramatically, and also lead a start of economic growth and economic development in the future. 
From the reasons to explain the shift in economy during the Meiji restoration, not only the GNP number directly to show, and also other invisible factors, such as education and religion. They all develop very well during recent years. Until today, Japan has become the developed country. The main reason is its strong economy and also includes government contribution.
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