Music Final

- Social Constructionism vs Essentialism:
- Hegemonic Masculinity: a particular type of masculinity that is oriented towards strength, power, and dominance. It is an ideal which includes certain features such as aggression, courage, strength, self-control, rationality, independence, individuality, and sexual potency. It does not consist of passivity, timidity, fragility, delicateness, expressiveness, emotionality, needfulness, dependence, humility, and innocence.

- Pop considered as artificial and associated with women, where as rock was considered authentic and associated with men. This came from the ideas of Frith and McRobbie, specifically the article, “Rock and Sexuality”, which talked about cock rock vs teeny bop.
- Madonna was first considered very superficial and was compared to Cyndi Lauper in the early 80’s (Lauper’s “Girls Just Wanna Have Fun” and Madonna’s “Like A Virgin”). Her authenticity was later contested (she was seen as being engaged in politics of play, ie, the freeing and reconstruction of identity).

- The Hypodermic Syringe Model:  the idea that the audience would accept any messages they received because they had no alternative sources of opinion. They were brainwashed by the media.

- Other ideas developed which basically gave the audience choice of freedom and interpretation.

- Cultivation Analysis: studies the long-term effects of the media on forms of behaviour and attributes.

- Culture: refers to the works and practices of artistic and intellectual activity. It also refers to a way of life.

- Subcultures: can be broadly understood as social groups organized around shared interests and practices. They typically set themselves against the larger social group.

- 2 components of subcultures include plastic (dress and music), and infrastructural (ritual).

- Dick Hebdige: “there is a symbolic fit between the values and lifestyles of a group, its subjective experience and the musical forms it uses to express or reinforce its focal concerns”.
- Disco is a musical style, performance site, and a mode of participation and freedom. The 3 main kinds of Disco in the 70’s were R&B Disco, Eurodisco, and Pop Disco.
- Disco was a subcultural movement that “crossed over” from dance clubs to mainstream pop radio.

- Punk: a cultural style, an attitude defined by a rebellion against authority and a deliberate rejection of middle-class values. It was a “back to the basics” rebellion against the perceived artifice and pretension of corporate rock music.

- Scenes: a specific kind of urban cultural context and practice, the formal or informal arrangement of industries, audiences, and infrastructure.

- Seattle Grunge fused punk, heavy metal, and more traditional pop styles (Nirvana).

- Popular Music’s Relation to Politics: 1) Pop or rock as oppositional to established values. 2) Direct interconnections between rock and politics (Shania Twain, “Black Eyes, Blue Tears”). 3) Censorship (prior restraint, restriction, suppression)

- Conscience Rock: Band Aid, “Do They Know It’s Christmas”

- The Dixie Chicks “Travelin’ Soldier”:
- Black vs White Music: the longstanding stereotypes that place black music in the physical realm and white music in the intellectual realm.
- Essentialism: it was believed that black and white musical traditions were tied to essentialized notions of musical ability.

- Phillip Tag: Common factors in definitions of black music are race, ethnicity, skin colour of the people producing the music, and geographical/social locations where the music is produced. Specific musical characteristics that tend to be characterized as black include blues notes, improvisation, call and response, and rhythm.

- Paul Gilroy: the notion of black culture is based in social practices and social definitions.
- Nelson George claimed that R&B in the 80’s lost much of its expressive power because of its separation from the black community.

- Artists as a commercial product for mass consumption (skin colour and cosmetic surgery). Examples include Michael Jackson and Prince.

- Retronuevo: black music that appreciates its heritage. An embrace of the past to create passionate, fresh expressions and institutions
