
Socio Exam notes
Family
Review
Question # 2
- while heredity strongly influences how our bodies form, social pressures compell us to shape our bodies to society’s norms of what is right and acceptable. Society sets the standards of what is desirable with regard to the body. The media and our relationships socialize us to take care of our bodies in a certain way. 
Review Questions
#6: contribution of conflict  and functionalist perspectives to study of education
· functionalism: ed has manifest and latent functions
· 
· conflict: ed recreates existing class hierarchies
Mass Media
· the market, through mass media imply an equality of consumers to determine their social standing
· lack of accessibility (ie disadvantage) is interpreted as individual failing
· mass media: print, radio, television and other communication tech
· “media” implies the communication does not take place through face-to-face interaction (ie tech “mediates” transmission of information between sender and receiver)
· mm comm usually one-way or at least one-sided
· functions of mass media:
1. coordinate operation of industrial and post-industrial society
2. act as agent of socialization
3. engage in social control by encouraging conformity
4. provide entertainment
· mass media favour the interests of dominant classes and groups
· broadcast ideas, values and beliefs that support acceptance of basic structure of society
· media ownership is concentrated in the hands of a few influential people
· encourages population to accept status quo
· limits diversity of opinion
· deprives public of independent sources of information
· early feminist research regarded audience as passive recievers of stereotypes, later acknowledged interpretation and selection of what messages to believe
· internet blurs distinction between producer and consumer of media
Education
· Education has replaced religion as main purveyor of formal knowledge
· Ed’s socializing influence second only to the family
· 300 yrs ago, most ppl were illiterate
· 1950s: only 10% of world’s countries had compulsory education systems
· Uniform Socialization
· Relig training tended to set ppl apart from surrounding comm
· Replacement w/ centralized and rationalized system created pressure for uniformity and standardization
· Assimilated family, regional and religious identities into common culture
· Mass schooling supported by: 
· Printing press: allowed literacy to expand beyond elite circles
· Protestant reformation: encourages reading scriptures on your own
· Spread of democracy: led to free ed for all children
· Industrialization: ed seen as must for creating industrial economy
· Investment in education seen as first step in attaining great national wealth
· Education is both a source and a result of wealth
· Educational acheivement: learning or skills ind acquires through ed, ideally reflected by grades
· Educational Attainment: # of years of schooling completed, or degrees or diplomas attained
· Functions of ed:
· Latent:
· Marriage market: supports assortive marriage, choosing a mate similar to oneself on basis of chosen criteria
· Surveillance of children
· Maintain wage levels by keeping students out of labour force
· Fostering dissent
· Manifest:
· Indocrination of students into common culture
· Sorting students into classes
· Conflict Persp:
· Economic barriers filter out students based on ability to pay
· Many jobs require academic credentials that are ques as job skills but filter out less advantaged from higher professions
· School reproduces class divisions
· Social class origin strongly influences how much education people attain
· Schooling as a means of social exclusion is enhanced by credential inflation
· Benefits of ed syst uneq distributed and tend to recreate existing social stratification systems
· Meritocracy a myth
· Cultural capital: learning and skills that ensure higher placing in productive activity (Bourdieu)
· Symbolic Interactionism:
· In addition to academic curriculum, students learn hidden curriculum of obedience and conformity
· Self-fulfilling prophecy: expectation that helps cause what it predicts
·  
· socio perspective: stresses social context in which people live and how these contexts inf their lives
· socio imagination: a way of looking at the world that allows links b/w apparently private problems of the ind and important social issues
· sociology shares vocabulary with common sense, diff is research methods
· Why sociology?
· View society as an outsider free of biases
· Use critical thinking in order to question what is taken for granted
· 4 types of social movements:
1. alternative( specific inds, limited change): least threatening to status quo; seek limited change in narrow segment of population (ex Planned Parenthood)
2. redemptive (specific inds, radical change): selective focus, but seek radical change in those they engage
3. reformative (everyone, limited change): limited change encompassing entire society. Can be progressive or reactionary
4. revolutionary (everyone, radical change): reject existing institutions and propose new alternatives
· Claims Making: process of convincing public to join a social movement (defining issue as a social problem)
· Frame Alignment: recruiting new members or gaining support from a wider public
· 4 stages of social movements
1. Emergence: est. perception that all is not well
2. Coalescence: aft emerging a social movement must define itself clearly, develop strategies and attract media attention
3. Bureaucratization: est orgs and become routinized, less dep on charisma of a few leaders and more on a capable staff
4. Decline: eventually most social movements lose inf. Reasons are success, internal struggle, co-optation of leaders (leaders bought by other side), repression
Speaking of “We”
· Primary Groups (ex family): norms roles and statuses agreed upon but not put into writing
· Long duration, strong emotional ties
· Broad range of activities
· Secondary Groups (ex sociology class): larger and more impersonal
· Shorter duration, weak emotional ties
· Narrow range of activities
· Community: a collection of people that is not clearly defined, agree to something and bestow authority upon those beliefs
· Bonds strongest when taken for granted and seen as natural
· Social Network: a bounded set of individuals brought together by an exchange of emotional and material resources
· Older: elaborate forms of social networks in big cities
· Newer: brought together through medium of the internet
· Organizations: communities pursuing defined goals
· Utilitarian: pays ppl for efforts
· Normative: ppl join not for money, but to pursue some goal they think is morally worthwhile
· Coercive: people are forced to join as forms of punishment (prisons) or treatment (psychiatric hospitals)
· Bureaucracy: large impersonal org with clearly defined, hierarchically arranged positions
· most common and efficient form of org
· splits tasks into elementary activities
· ideally operates as a meritocracy
· Shaping our actions
· Norms of solidarity: shared ideas about how to behave in order to maintain relationships (ie conformity). Conformity can oft override morality
· Primary groups develop more pressure to conform than secondary
· Groupthink: pressure to conform despite individual misgivings.
· Milgram experiment: demonstrated inclination to obey those in power once we are introduced to a structure of authority
· Separating people from the negative consequences of their actions increases the likelihood of compliance
The State, the Nation and Politics
· The State
· No state without a defined territory with a center of power (every resident of territory is a member of the state)
· State has a monopoly over the legitimate use of violence; sole right to apply coercive force
· State membership involves duties and rights:
· Duties: one of most important is to pay taxes
· Rights: personal (f of speech, r to property), or political (inf of state, ex elections
· State has enabling and constraining infs in our lives
· Nation: is ‘imaginary’ because it only exists insofar as members identify themselves with the group
· Boundaries are not clearly defined like the state
· Hardly any nations have monopoly over a territory
· Nationalism: demands power in order to maintain the nation
· Mutual Attraction: State needs nation in order to be legitimate, nation needs state for coercive power
· Ex free public education allows and compells members of the state to ascribe by the values of a given nation
· 
· Canadian middle class in the 1950’s
· Functionalists: economic function of families less important aft WW2, socialization now most important
· Post-war era one of unparalleled optimism and prosperity; per capita income rose, so to home ownership
· Marriage boom: average age of first marriage dropped postwar
· In 1951, 90% of married men and 11.2% of married women were employed
· Total fertility rate: average # of children born to a woman in her lifetime
· Marriage and divorce rates reach unprecedented highs after WW2
· Decline of nuclear family from 19th c to present
· Many felt coerced into getting married
· Wives less satisfied with marriage than husbands
· Dissat highest in women who had wartime jobs
· Sustaining role of mid-c housemaker often meant low-c immigrant women not being a part of traditional nuclear family
· Engels: family perpetuates ineq; control wife sexually in order to control inheritance
· Only the elim of priv prop (communism) could erase gender ineq
· Wrong: gender ineq as common in communist socs as cap
· Patriarchy: male dominance and norms justifying that dominance
· Gender rev evident in rise of romantic love as reason for marriage, women’s reprod control with contraceptives, higher female participation in higher ed and labour force
· Mate Selection:
· Some languages lack a word for love
· Marriages hist typ arranged by third parties
· First evidence of love as selection criteria in 18th c England, b/c liberalism and indism
· In individualist cultures, love is the primary basis for marriage
· Three soc forces in mate selection:
1. Marriage resources: status, values, financial assets, tastes and knowledge
2. Third Parties: some groups have sanctions ag marrying outside the group (religion, communities, neighbourhoods)
3. Demographic: higher chance of choosing mate outside group if your group is small and dispersed geographically. Degree of segregation in “marriage markets” (schools, workplaces, bars, etc.) influences ethnic/racial mate choice
· mate selection not random
· endogamy: marrying within your social group
· Exogamy: marrying outside your group
· Marital sat
· Over years, mar-sat been more about happy than useful marriage (coincidental with rise of emph on love)
· Birth control legal since 1969: increased auton of women (also more presence in labour force)
· 5 forces of marital sat:
1. economic: mar-sat falls and div rate rises as you move down financial ladder. Mar-sat of husbands and wives increase as women enter workforce
2. divorce laws: on average, married ppl happier than unmarried, partly b/c unhappy marriages easy to end. Spouses in countries where div is hard have lower mar-sat
3. family life cycle: most divorces early in marriage. Mar-sat falls when children are born, low point when children are teenagers.
4. Housework and child care: higher mar-sat in couples with eq distribution thereof. 
5. Sex: good sex life ass’d with higher mar-sat
· Divorce
· Divorce hard before 1968 b/c had to pass two readings in house of commons, senate and then committee
· Div act 1968: expanded grounds for divorce
· Typologies: allow us to distinguish between several types of things, like concepts
· Result of ques “ what are the diff types of x?”
· Nuclear family: cohabiting man and woman who maintain a socially approved sexual reltionship and have at least one child
· Traditional nuclear family: wife works without pay in home while husband works for pay outside of home
· Mistaken to assume love is historical basis for marriage
· Historically, marriage arranged by third parties in order to increase family’s prestige, economic benefits and political advantages
· Today’s connection between love and marriage a consequence of Hollywood and advertising promotion of self-gratification 
· Increased importance of mar-sat connected to auton of women (increased by leg birth control and role in paid labout force)
· 38% of marriages can be expected to end in divorce (never really reached 50%, as claimed in pop culture)
· 1892: abortion declared criminal offence
· Crim code ammended in 1969 to allow for “therapeutic abortions”
· 1988: abortion law struck down on grounds that it violated woman’s right to control reprod life
· 1989: Supreme Court ruled that a fetus not legally a person over which father has no legal right 
· if abortion criminalized, poor women and children will suffer the most
· housework, chilcare and senior care remains resistent to change
· even wom who work full time have second shift at home
· men more active role than before, but change only modest
· smaller the wage gap, the more eq the dist of housework
· children of homo parents eq likely to be well-adjusted and little diff in sexual or compared to hetero parents
· partners of lesbian mothers spend more time caring for children than heterosexual fathers
· homo couples tend to be more egalitarian than heteros
· child pov ass’d with stunted growth, higher poss of dropping out of school, reduced cog abilities, school failure, etc.

Environment and Technology
· paradoxical role of tech
· destr of climatic and ecological equilibrium of the planet
· nat resources depleted in pursuit of profit, with no check on that pursuit
· explosion of cars and motorways meant to solve problem of mobility, but leads to traffic jams, noise and air pollution,  destr areas of hum settlement
· No one seems to assume resp for pollution
· No doubt tech has led to remarkable acheivements, but now we are dealing with costs of tech progress
· Risk society (coined by Beck): postmod soc in which risk is distributed as a side effect of tech
· Tech dist’s dangers among entire pop, although more among some members than others
· Risks are often difficult of impossible to determine (ex. GMOs, risks unknown)
· Globalization taken as process which no one controls—this attitude oft evoked to justify inaction
· Risks: the dangers we don’t see coming and of which we may not befully awate 
· Do not directly exp chemicals in our food, increase of CO2 in atmosphere
· Technopoly: social org that encourages ppl to try and solve all problems using technical rather than moral criteria, even though tech oft source of problems
· Postman args that US is a technopoly
· Climatic change causing increasingly extreme weather, melting ice caps and rising sea level
· In Can, most pollutants concentrated in South Ontario and Quebec
· CFCs resp for depletion of ozone layer
· Waste stays radio-active for estimated 10,000 years
· Rate of extinction at least 100 times natural rate
· Loss of biodiversity leads to a) depletion of fish stocks, and b) loss of plants with pharmaceutical advantages
· Recombinant DNA allows us to:
1. Grow frost and pest-resistant crops with higher yields
2. Can use microbes to do dangerous processes in mining
3. Fosters production of biodegradable plastic and mocrobes that eat oil spills, absorb radioactivity
· non-native organisms’ resistance to regular bugs could create superbugs/superviruses
· concern about unpredictability of GMO
· social constructionism: social problems do not arise spontaneously 
· enviro probs created by proponents (mass media, scientists, etc.
· contested by opponents (industrialists, politicians, etc.)
· enviro issues only become social probs when allowed to be defined in that way
· poor are most vulnerable to environ disaster
· environmental racism: tendency to heap environmental problems on disadvantaged minorities
· ex. Northwest Territories hunters and trappers unknowingly exposed to radioactivity that the gov knew about (caused cancer, no compensation or even apology
· In Sydney, NS, steel mill poured toxins into tar ponds close to poorest area of Sydney (as result, Sydney has highest rate of cancer of any Can city)
· Pre-hiroshima, technology seen as application of scientific principles to improve human life (naïve optimism)
· Technological disasters of 70s and 80s:
· Outbreak of legionnaire’s disease in a Philadelphia hotel (1976) killed 34 ppl and alerted public to toxic dangers of the very buildings we live in
· Toxic chemical leak in Niagra Falls, NY in 1977
· Chernobyl, 1986 released 30-40 times the radioactivity of Hiroshima
· First emergence of idea of human inventions becoming destructive dates to 1580 with story of the golem, frankenstein similar (same theme explored in Terminator and Matrix series)
· Bill Joy warns of dangers of “nanobots”
· Normal accidents (Perrow): occur inevitably through unpredictability because of the very complexity of modern technology
· People control tech as much as it controls them
· Nikolai Kondratiev: noticed technologies created in clusters
· Technological determinism: belief that tech is the major force shaping human society and history
· James Wat invented the steam engine in 1766
· John Atanasoff was among those who invented the computer in 1939
· New tech did not become engines of economic growth until social conditions allowed them to do so
· Steam engine first invented in first century BC and quickly fogotten
· Stanley Steamer main competition of Ford Model T at time. Considered superior, even today. Howe, steamer was only for well-to-do, and Ford wanted a car for the masses (inspired by meat-packing plants)
· Hoof-and-mouth disease outbreak led pub off’s to remove watering troughs for horses and Stanley Steamer
· Therefore, invention only became dominant thanks to above conditions
· In 19th c gaining tech adv was still inexpensive
· Mass-produced tech of 20th and 21st cs a bigger, more expensive undertaking
· Thomas Edison founded General Electric, today the most profitable in the world
· Model of modern invention factory is Manhattan project; inventions today require legions of experts and immense capital investment
· Even Newton studied Astronomy because explorers needed better navigational tools
· CFC production has been stopped, but CFCs already released continue to eat away at the Ozone layer
· About a quarter of all drugs sold today include compaounds found in nature
· Genetic pollution: health and ecological dangers that can result from genetic manipulation
· Humans are already recipients of bone marrow and heart transplants from baboons and pigs; has potential for new and unknown diseases to cross species
· 4 forms of environmental degradation: genetic pollution, industrial pollution, decline of biodiversity, and global warming
· 
· Social Construction of Environmental Problems
· Social constructionism: social problems do not arise spontaneously, but are contested phenomena whose prominence depends on the ability of supporters and detractors to make the public aware of them
· Oil-industry sponsored think tanks created a decline in public concern about global warming
· Environmental risk larger for some groups than others
· Whenever disaster strikes, economically and politically disadvantaged ppl suffer most
· In US, oil refineries, garbage incinerators, etc. more likely to be built in poor communities with high proportions of African-Americans and hispanics
· Nova Scotians have the lowest median per capita income and the highest cancer rate; 
· In past 50 years, richest fifth of world has doubled its consumption of meat, energy, timber, steel and quadrupled its car ownership, but lower fifth has hardly changed
·  “biopiracy”: stealing through patents of an agricultural heritage
· three factors suggest market forces can’t solve envir probs on their own:
1. Imperfect price signals: price of a commodity does not reflect its actual cost to society. Therefore, price makes for an insufficient deterent
2. Slow pace of change: efforts to deal with environmental cons of tech change not good enough. 
3. Importance of Political Pressure: without activism, corporations would not be motivated to take environmental action
· Most ppl know about the environmental crisis, want it dealt with, but are unwilling to be inconvenienced for the cause
· Darwin: organisms need competitive as well as cooperative instincts to survive
· Kropotkin: survival in hostile environment more likely if everyone helps each other
· K: most advanced species in any group—ants among insects, humans among invertebrates—are also the most cooperative
· As we have seen, a strictly competitive approach to dealing with the environmental crisis—relying on the market alone to solve our problems—now seems inadequate.

Socio of Body
· our bodies not simply inherited (i.e. immutable)
· despite genetic inheritance, social pressures still help shape our bodies
· physical discrimination: prej towards disabled ppl manifest in architecture
· Foucault: technologies of the self
· Health about balance, fitness about pushing boundaries, ie diff concepts
· Body as object of desire
· Body is always on display and ppl tend to judge by what they see
· Body forms first impressions
· Bodily care is learnt
· Socially: Urbanized societies present ppl with more opportunities to meet with stangers, enhancing appearance pressures. Technologically: we have tech to transform our bodies. Economically: we have money to pay for this tech
· Disability: a mental or physical problem that prevents people from performing within the range of “normal” human activity
· Normal is subj, therefore, disability is socially constructed
· Ableism: prejudice ag ppl with disabilities (manifest through both intentional behaviour and neglect)
· Since 80s the disbled have emph’s dignity of difference and self-help over help
· Aging is a process of socialization, learning to adapt to new roles
· Ppl pass through distinct stages of life which sociologists call the “life course”
· Rites of passage: Cultural ceremonies that mark transition from one stage of life to another or from life to death
· Some stages established not only by norms, but by laws (ex drinking age laws)
· Age roles: norms and expectations about the behaviour of ppl within a specific age cohort
· Age Stratification: social inequality between age cohorts
· Gerontocracy: a society ruled by elderly ppl and in which the elderly earn the highest wages
·  
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