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I. Please circle the letter that corresponds to the best answer. Each is worth 1 mark.

1. Either John did it or Mark did it.

The statement above is an example of ___________.

a) a disjunctive statement

b) an intermediate conclusion

c) a conditional statement

d) an argument
2. If I get a university degree, then I will get a good job. 

The statement above is an example of a __________  _____________ that makes ______ claim. 

Which words below correctly complete this sentence?

a) simple argument; one

b) conditional statement; one

c) disjunctive statement; one

d) complex argument; one

3. Critical thinking is systematic because it __________________________.

a) is caused by a state of mind

b) has practical implications

c) involves distinct procedures and methods

d) leads to better understanding
4. Probably the best advice for anyone trying to analyze or dissect arguments is __________.

a)
find the premises first

b)
paraphrase the argument

c)
determine the truth of premises

d)
find the conclusion first

5. Conclusions that are used as premises in continuing a chain of reason are known as:

a) final conclusions

b) complex arguments

c) intermediate conclusions

d) enthymemes

6. When we describe an argument as an enthymeme we mean that it has:

a) an intermediate conclusion

b) premises and a conclusion

c) a final conclusion

d) an implicit premise or conclusion

7. Words that frequently accompany arguments and signal that a premise or conclusion is present are known as ___________________.


a)
inference indicators


b)
premises


c)
indicator verbs


d)
argument components

8. The function of an explanation is to ____________________________.

a)
try to prove that a statement is true

b)
try to show why or how something is the way it is

c)
try to show that something is the case

d)
try to show that a statement is in dispute

9. Social relativism is:

a)
The idea that truth is relative to societies 

b)
Truth is different for each of us 

c)
Objectively true

d)
None of the above 

10. Remarks and comments that accompany but are not a part of an argument are known as?

a) interference

b) noise

c) static

d) buzz

II. For each of the following on the line provided write what is implicit -- premise or conclusion -- and then write what the implicit premise or conclusion is. Each is worth two marks.

1. Toby is quite certainly the person who robbed the bank yesterday. He does, after all, drive a late model red Corvette.

Implicit ____premise_____

The person who robbed the bank yesterday drove a late model red corvette.

2. Anyone who craves political power cannot be trusted to serve the public interest, and the mayor craves political power.
Implicit _____conclusion___

The mayor cannot be trusted to serve the public interest.
3. John has a typical Canadian diet. Therefore, his fat intake is probably excessively high.

Implicit _____premise_____

The typical Canadian diet has an excessively high fat intake.
4. Jena is a highly motivated runner, so she is sure to finish the race.

Implicit ___premise____

Highly motivated runners are sure to finish the race.

5. Golf is a difficult game to play well, but it is not a sport. It does not require foot speed, stamina, or quick reflexes.
Implicit ___premise___

For something to be a sport it requires foot speed, stamina, and quick reflexes.

III. Present the following arguments in standard form and provide a diagram for each. You may want to keep in mind that you may have to reformulate some claims, that explanations may occur, and that noise or redundancies may arise in some arguments. The value of each question is noted in parentheses.  

1. All humans are mortal, and Jane is a human. Therefore, Jane is mortal. (3)
1. All humans are mortal.
2. Jane is a human. 

-------------------------------

3. Jane is mortal.
1      2

--------

    ↓

    3

2. I have arrived at the conclusion that I shouldn’t take a physics course this year. My course load is already too heavy. There’s no room for a physics course in my schedule. And I don’t like physics. (3)
1. My course load is already too heavy. 

2. There’s no room for a physics course in my schedule. 

3. I don’t like physics.
----------------------------------------
4. I shouldn’t take a physics course this year.
1      2      3    

  \     |     /    

    \   |   /      

        4

3. In the last five World Series the team that was at home for the first game won the World Series. Therefore, the Toronto Blue Jays are a good bet to win this year’s World Series, since they are the home team for the first game in this year’s World Series. (3)
1. In the last five World Series the team that was at home for the first game won the World Series.
2. The Toronto Blue Jays [they] are the home team for the first game in this year’s World Series.
----------------------------------------------------------------------
3. The Toronto Blue Jays are a good bet to win this year’s World Series
1      2

--------

    ↓

    3

4. Many prepackaged microwave dinners contain a lot of salt, and eating a lot of salt can cause higher blood pressure, and higher blood pressure can cause heart attacks. Thus, we should stop eating so many prepackaged microwave dinners. (3)
1. Many prepackaged microwave dinners contain a lot of salt.

2. Eating a lot of salt can cause higher blood pressure.

3. Higher blood pressure can cause heart attacks. 

--------------------------------------------------------------

4. We should stop eating so many prepackaged microwave dinners.

1   2    3

-----------

     ↓

     4

5. In writing this letter to The Fulcrum my main point is this: We should stop giving University of Ottawa faculty members special parking places closest to the classroom buildings. After all, students deserve the special parking places closest to the classroom buildings, because they pay tuition. Also, University of Ottawa faculty members would benefit from the extra exercise they would get from walking farther to class. (4)

1. Students [they] pay tuition.

2. Students deserve the special parking places closest to the classroom buildings. 1

3. The University of Ottawa faculty members would benefit from the extra exercise they would get from walking farther to class.

4. We should stop giving University of Ottawa faculty members special parking places closest to the classroom buildings 2, 3.

Diagram

1         3

 \         /

  2      /

   \     /

      4

6. We shouldn’t pay Jake an allowance because he never does any work around the house, and he’ll probably just waste the money because he has no conception of the value of anything. (4)
1. Jake [he] never does any work around the house.
2. Jake [he] has no conception of the value of anything.

3. Jake [he] will probably just waste the money. 2

4. We shouldn’t pay Jake an allowance. 1, 3
1        2

 \        /

  \      3

   \    /

      4

7. If one takes the example of the highly popular performance troop known as Cirque du Soleil, then one certainly has to admit that acrobats are a fan favourite. Cirque du Soleil has grossed millions of dollars on the backs (and/or hands and feet) of its acrobats. As popular as acrobatic shows such as Cirque du Soleil may be, many argue that acrobats are not athletes. However, such a view is mistaken for two related reasons. First, acrobats must work long hard hours to develop the strength, stamina and flexibility their work requires. If a person must work long hard hours to develop the skills necessary for their profession, then she or he is an athlete. Therefore, acrobats are athletes. (4)
1. Acrobats must work long hard hours to develop the strength, stamina and flexibility their work requires. 

2. If a person must work long hard hours to develop the skills necessary for their profession, then she or he is an athlete. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------

3. Acrobats are athletes.

1------2

     ↓

     3

8. Most university students are intellectually curious, and Jane is a university student. Therefore, Jane is probably intellectually curious. Thus, Jane is probably well read, because most intellectually curious people are well read. (4)
1. Most university students are intellectually curious.

2. Jane is a university student.

3. Jane is probably intellectually curious. 1, 2

4. Most intellectually curious people are well read.

5.  Jane is probably well read. 3, 4

1------2

     ↓

     3------4

          ↓

          5

9. The sky is dark and dreary this morning, thus it will probably rain sometime today. (2)

1. The sky is dark and dreary this morning.
----------------------------------------------------

2. It will probably rain sometime today.
1
↓

2

16

